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OF 
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GOVERNOR OF MICHIGAN, 



ON THE 



PENAL IITSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE. 



GOVERNOR'S SPECIAL MESSAGE. 



Executive Office, ) 
Lansing y February 12^ 1873. ) 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

At the time of the delivery of my inaugural message, the 
reports of the different penal institutions of the State were not 
completed, and I could not procure any statistics that would 
give me any information relative to them. Since then these 
reports have been prepared and laid before you, and I doubt 
not have received your careful consideration. The prevention, 
care, and punishment of crime is a subject that demands the 
most careful attention not only of legislators, but of the whole 
people; and the people, through the press, the legislative assem- 
bly, the pulpit, and the forum, are constantly giving more and 
more thought to it Prison congresses are being held frequently 
in all civilized countries, devising methods of improvement in 
the treatment of crime. 

From all these there is being evolved a better knowledge of 
the subject, and with this better knowledge, kindness is taking * 
the place of brutality^ cure of care, reformation of punishment 

The State penal institutions, consisting of the State Prison, 
Eeform School, and Detroit House of Correction, had 1,238 
inmates in 1872, 1,304 in 1871, 1,259 in 1870,— showing a 
decrease in crime, or at least in convictions. 

The Eeform School receives all boys convicted of any crime, 
between the ages of 10 and 16. The Detroit House of Correc- 
tion is', virtually, an intermediate prison, receiving all women 
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and a large proportion of the young men convicted of crime. 
The State Prison is the custodian of all other convicted per- 
sonSj excepting those who, for slight ofiEenses, are committed to 
the county jaiL It would seem as though with these three 
institutions we should be able to classify and grade the inmates^ 
separating old from young, new beginners from old ofEenders, 
the ignorant from the vicious criminal, and thus prevent the 
demoralization that prison life spreads like a pall over all who 
suffer for crime. 

But with these opportunities we are doing little better than 
we did years ago. In the Beform School we find the lad of 10 
the associate of the young man of 16, — a quick scholar to learn 
vice from the ready reprobate who teaches it. 

In the State Prison the young men of 16 to 20 are the asso- 
ciates of old offenders and hardened criminals. According to 
the reports of the prison, nine-tenths of the convicts received 
each year are sent for their first offense ; but once within its 
walls, whether young or old, whether convicted of a slight or 
serious offense, whether the victim of intemperance, or of 
inherited bad influences, or vicious from choice, all are put 
upon a level in treatment and condition. We would not treat 
the cattle on our farms in this manner. Oar duty to these 
unfortunates and to ourselves compels us, at the earliest possi- 
ble moment, to correct this. 

The Detroit House of Correction, though belonging to the 
city of Detroit, is used by the State, as before mentioned, as an 
intermediate prison. It, too, has no opportunities for gradiqg 
and classifying its male prisoners. For females it has, in the 
House of Shelter attached to it, the means of grading its 
inmates into classes ; separating them according to their capac- 
ities and conditions^ their needs and merits. It is emphatically 
a home and nothing else. There are no locks or bars, no prison 
dress, or prison fare. The matron and the inmates live and eat 
together, study and work together; and no one visiting it 
would judge it a part of a prison from any thing they "would 
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see therein. The House of Shelter is my ideal of what all 
prisons might be ; not only for women and girls, but for men 
and boys — or rather it is my ideal of the plan upon which 
prisons should be erected and conducted. 

It is much to be regretted that Mr. Z. E. Brockway, who has 
so long been the Superintendent of the House of Correction^ 
has severed his connection with it, and with prison manage- 
ment. He has given the institution the deserved name of the 
model prison of the country. I have no doubt, however, that 
the authorities of the city of Detroit will see to it that it shall 
be kept upon the high plane of excellence it now occupies. 

With the rapid growth of the State, it will soon become 
necessary that either some city in the western portion of the 
State should do as Detroit has done^ — build a House of Correc- 
tion and make suitable arrangements with the State for the use 
of. a portion of it, or that the State build an intermediate 
prison or House of Correction. Were all the jails emptied of 
those who are under sentence in them (as they ought to be), 
it would be a necessity that this be done at once and without 
delay. 

When the State has an intermediate prison, or the Detroit 
House of Correction the room to receive and take care of them, 
I earnestly hope that the confinement of any person in jail 
after conviction will be absolutely prohibited. I believe it 
almost as bad in its effects upon the criminal, and upon soci- 
ety, to confine a man in jail without labor as to turn him 
loose upon the streets. Jails are the nurseries of vice and the 
graduating school for the State Prison ; and as expensive to 
maintain as a union school. We find fault with our school tax, 
and forget the burden that pauperism, vice, and crime, fed and 
pampered as it is in our poor-houses, jails, and lock-ups, impose 
upon ua* 

Our first duty, however, it seems to me, is to rebuild and 
remodel the State Prison. To those of you who have visited it 
it must have told its own story of its needs. Built years ago, 

2 
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it has been going to decay eYer since. It is not neoessaiy to 
detaQ its wants, for, excepting the wall and the shops, it is all 
wants. The inspectors are preparing an estimate of the cost 
of rebuilding, and I most earnestly commend to yonr fiiTorable 
consideration the appropriation needful to enable them to carry 
out their plans. When the chapel is completed there will be 
room in which the prisoners may be educated and instructed ; 
and I suggest that such l^islation may be had as will make it 
obligatory Upon the oflScers to furnish some means of education 
to all who may desire it If there is a dreary spot upon the bee 
of the earth it is inside the walls of Jackson prison. I know 
no reason why this is so, except it be that a general sort of 
neglect of prisons and their surroundings has become the rule. 
I hope that by your action the prisons of Michigan may be 
made an exception to this rule. 

A rose-bush by the door, or a row of pinks by the path, might 
perchance find the tender spot of a heart that prayer and 
preaching have &iled to reach. 

The stripes in the dress (that no one knows why they are 
there, except that it is the foshion of prisons), should be abol- 
ished. In the cloth now being made for the use of the prison? 
the black stripe is much smaller than heretofore, and not 
distinguishable at a slight distance. 

The deduction from the term of sentence for good conduct 
is a greater aid to the officers in the control and care of con- 
yicts than all the whips and revolyers in the world. Why not 
offer still more inducements and incentives to good conduct in 
the shape of rewards, such as giving the prisoner a portion of 
his earnings, etc.? Power should be given the Board of 
Inspectors to let the labor of convicts in smaller 'quantities, 
and for a greater variety of industries. In so doing they could 
be more easily classified, and would have an opportunity of 
learning trades, by which they could earn their living when they 
are discharged. As it is now', a very large proportion of them go 
out not knowing how to earn their daily bread. All persons 
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who have made prison management and prison reform their 
stndy^ agree in condemning the contract system as destmctive 
to all efforts for reform, while others insist that convicts 
shonld not work at trades at all. It is diflScult to substitute 
anything else for the contract system nnder State manage- 
ment, and to simply imprison men without labor would not only 
empty the Treasury, but would be the height of cruelty to the 
prisoner. 

If you should decide to make the appropriations asked for, 
I am of the opinion that the management can be much 
improved, with a very large reduction in the expense of keep- 
ers, fuel, food, and general expenses. 

The Eeform School is so near you that any description of 
its defects, the good it is accomplishing, its wants, etc., is not 
necessary. I feel whenever I visit it that it lacks something, 
but I know not what it is. The Superintendent and teachers 
are faithful, earnest men, devoted to their work, and I believe 
improving in their work every day. I am impressed with the 
belief, however, that it is too much a prison and too little a 
home and school. It is undoubtedly true that there are many 
boys in the school who need the restraint of bolts and bars, but 
the controlling power ought to be that of love and kindness. 

The cottages, one of which is occupied, and the other soon 
will be, are a step in the right direction. In these there are 
no signs of a prison, and I believe incalculable good will come 
from their kindly influence. I am of the opinion that there 
are many older boys confined there who should either be dis- 
charged or sent to the House of Correction, Their influence 
upon the younger and more impressible lads must be hurtful. 
If it was more of a home than it is, and these bad characters 
were out of it, there are many very young boys growing up in 
our larger cities and towns who would be infinitely better off 
there than where they now are. I am also of the opinion that 
there has not been the proper effort in endeavoring to procure 
homes for these waifs. There can be little doubt that a good 
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home, ** be it eyer so humble/' is a better place for a boy than 
any penal iDstitntion. 

The grounds and yards of the Beform School, like those 
of the Prison, have been sadly neglected. The Board propose 
to make up for past neglect in this regard, and have asked 
for an appropriation to enable them to plant trees, build walks, 
and paint the front building; all of which I commend to your 
favorable consideration. 

The manner of committing children to the School, is in my 
judgment yery defective. Vicious parents often send them 
that they may*be out of the way, and their domestic expenses 
thereby decreased. Policemen arrest them in the streets for 
vagrancy, and they are " sent up " by the committing magis* 
trate without any attempt to ascertain whether they deserve 
it or not, or whether it is the best that can be done with 
them. I earnestly urge upon you the propriety of adopting 
by legislation a similar plan to that in operation in the 
State of Massachusetts, in this regard. They have an agency 
called the "Visiting Agency,'^ one of whom, when any child 
under sixteen years of age in the State is arrested for any 
cause, at once proceeds to ascertain all the facts in the case : 
the history, surroundings, character, inherited tendencies, 
what sort of home and parentage the child has, etc., and upon 
the day of trial the visiting agent appears in court, not as 
defender or prosecutor, but as the friend and protector of the 
child, and as an aid to the magistrate in deciding what dispo-- 
sition shall be made of it. If the agent finds the child's 
home a proper place, and that its previous life will warrant it, 
he perhaps urges its being returned thereto ; or if he finds it 
an unfit place, while the child itself may not be a criminal, he 
advises that it be sent to the State Public School ; or if he 
finds it depraved and vicious, he advises its commitment to 
the Beform School. At all events, the magistrate has before 
him as a guide, the whole history and surroundings of the 
child, and is able to decide intelligently what disposition to 
Hkc of the case. 
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Ko child should ever be committed to a penal institution 
without this thorough searching inyestigation. 

While our population is not so dense as Massachusetts, and 
our' territory is very much larger, and there would seemingly 
be many obstacles in the way of carrying out such a plan, I 
believe that in a State that finds so many of its most active 
men willing to serve the State as inspectors and trustees of 
its varied institutions without reward, there are men and 
women in nearly every city and larger town who would under- 
take this humane work and do it well, asking no fee except 
their necessary traveling expenses, when called upon. .Is it 
not worth while to make the attempt ? 

While I believe that kindness should be the rule of treat- 
ment with convicts, and that the idea of reformation should 
take the place of that of punishment, I have no sympathy 
with, or belief in, the sentiment that a loose discipline in 
prison is kindness. As the surgeon applies the caustic and the 
knife, when other remedies fail, so I believe that restraint, 
firmness, and control are an absolute necessity to the cure of 
crime. When we remember that nine-tenths of those who are 
sent to prison go for the first offense, and that eight-tenths of 
those who come out never go back, it should teach us that it 
will not pay to crush out all the manhood in a man, though 
once a criminal. "No man can outlaw himself from God." 
Shall we by our treatment, undertake to outlaw him from him- 
self or the world ? 

There should be in our legislation a radical change in the 
length of sentence of persons convicted of misdemeanors, 
vagrancy, drunkenness, and the like. Persons convicted under 
these charges are sentenced for too brief a period to do them 
any good, if that is the motive of the sentence, as it ought to 
be. Drunkenness and vagrancy are not primarily crimes 
against society, and should not be treated as such. The 
drunkard and vagrant sins against himself (but if allowed to 
continue, soon becomes a criminal), and is put under restraint 
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for his own benefit, and thereby the general good of society 
If he, needs restrain t, it should be long enough to accomplish 
some slight reform, control his desire for stimulants, get him 
away from the debasing effects of yice, and build up in him 
some frame-work of manliness, self-respect, and self-control. 
Thirty, sixty, and ninety day sentences will not allow of this* 
Of 8,744 persons committed to the House of Correction, 1,092 
were committed for the second time, 516 for the third, 285 for 
the fourth, 143 for the fifth, 85 for the sixth, 57 for the seventh, 
30 for the eighth, 16 for the ninth, and so on down to 1 for 
the fourteenth time. And so the great procession moves on, 
into the prison and out, — each succeeding sentence taking 
more and more away from the unfortunate one the power to 
control his passions or depraved tastes. 

Ought not this system to be changed, and some more 
rational one be adopted in its place ? 

If we are to effect a cure, should we not leave the patient, 
long enough under the care of the physician to accomplish it ? 

The close connection of pauperism and crime, each feeding 
the other, leads me to speak briefly upon our treatment and 
care of paupers, or rather our neglect of all means to prevent 
and cure pauperism. With a population of nearly 3,000 in 
the poor-houses of the State, we drift along from year to year, 
feeding and clothing them, utterly neglecting any attempts at 
prevention or cure of the disease itself. I am of the opinion 
that some better plan than the present county system of poor- 
houses might be adopted. District poor-houses, — several coun- 
ties combining together under one management, one farm, and 
one house, with facilities for work-shops attached, would save 
a large expenditure for building and in yearly expenses. The 
subject is worthy of some attention and thought. 

I commend to your attention the recommendations of the 
Board of Gommissioners of Penal Institutions, relative to the 
organization of a board which shall have general charge and 
oversight of the penal and reformatory institutions of the 
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state. If you approve of the recommendation^ would not the 
present board be the proper body to be clothed with this power ? 

'^ By the act authorizing the appointment of this Board, it 
was provided that in addition to the other duties contemplated, ^ 
it should collect and thoroughly examine all the penal and 
criminal laws of the State, and report the same, with such 
revisions, amendments, and suggestions for the improvement 
thereof, as to the board might seem necessary and expedient. 

'^ A work so important as this would undoubtedly involve the 
suggestion of many changes and amendments, and some addi- 
tions to our criminal statutes; and to be of service when per- 
formed, would require a thorough investigation of the whole 
criminal legislation of the State, and an examination into the 
decisions of our courts relating thereto. Such investigation 
should also extend to the criminal laws of the other States, and 
especially to those from which we have drawn most largely for 
precedents in our legislation. 

"And it will be observed at once, that a duty requiring so 
much research and careful labor would necessarily make 
large demands upon the time of those charged with its per- 
formance. 

<' Hence, in view of these facts, and that the Legislature has 
made no provision for any adequate compensation for the 
labor and services here referred to, the board have deemed 
proper to defer that part of the labor devolving upon it until 
the matter should be submitted to the Legislature for its fur- 
ther consideration." 

I believe this revision of the penal laws of the State is a 
pressing necessity, and so believing, I recommend such legisla- 
tion as will provide the means necessary to accomplish it. 

JOHN J. BAGLEY. 



IlEI>ORTS 



OF 



LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES 



ON THE 



STATE PRISON. 



REPORT OF SENATE COMMITTEE: 

FEBRUARY 18, 1878. 



The committee on State Prison^ to whom was referred so 
mach of the Governor's message as relates thereto, have had 
the same nnder consideration, have visited the Prison, and 
examined into its condition so far as they conld in the limited 
time allowed, and direct me to report — 

That the present management of the Prison, so far as they 
conld ascertain, is good. The occupants are well fed, well 
clothed, and well worked. The cells, corridors, yards, and 
buildings generally are as neat and clean and orderly as could 
be expected tmder the circumstances. We found but one man 
in the hospital, and the general freedom from disease among 
the convicts is most remarkable. While your committee are 
of the opinion that the prison physician has been efScient and 
faithful in the discharge of his duties, yet they attribute, in a 
large degree, this exemption from sickness to the humane and 
skillful management of the Agent. He seems to have caught 
the true spirit of prison discipline, and the cheerful, manly 
spirit in which the men performed their work showed that a 
healthful influence prevailed. 

It is now well established that humane treatment secures 
better discipline than the harsh, coarse measures which have 
obtained in the past, and good men and good women every- 
where rejoice that the scourge, the lash, the gag, and other 
brutalizing methods are rapidly giving away in all our prisons 
to a system of discipline which recognizes the worth of a 
human soul, be it ever so criminal. 

The question whether our prisons should be made reform- 
atory in their nature is no longer problematical. All intel- 



20 REPORTS ON STATE PRISOIS^. 

ligent observers of the progress of prison reform for the past 
few years^ concede that the worst of criminals may be made 
better men, and many of them even wholly reclaimed. The 
prison can legitimately have bat two objects^ namely : the pro- 
tection of society^ and the reformation of the offender. Then^ 
if the convict is turned oat no better than when he went in, he 
at once preys upon community again, and the punishment is a 
failure, — ^if he is discharged a worse man' than when incarcer- 
ated, the prison is chargeable as a nuisance, and something dan- 
gerous itself. We know there are many difficulties in the way, 
and very many practical questions relating to this whole subject 
remain unsolved. Men are in our prisons charged with, and 
guilty of, murder, who committed the crime under great prov- 
ocation or while in a toweriug passion, who are many degrees 
better men morally, with more of manhood, and greater possi- 
bilities for good, than the petty thief who is serving out a ten 
days' sentence in a common jail. And men guilty of the same 
technical offense are seldom equally guilty in fact. In the 
language of Mary Carpenter : *^ The commission of the same 
legal crime by no means indicates the same moral depravity- 
Burglary may involve daring robbery and murder, and may be 
perpetrated by one long experienced in the arts of house-break- 
ing, who wanders from county to county like a wild beast 
seeking his prey; one who would be a brigand or a bandit in a 
country under less control than our own ; while, perchance, an 
offense legally designated by the same term is conmiitted by a 
little girl of ten years old, whose soul fault was, that having 
lost her mother, and being necessarily without proper care 
from her father, who was compelled to earn his daily bread,, 
she had made her way into a neighbor's house to supply her 
wants. Again, robbery from the person may be perpetrated by 
a daring and experienced convict, ready to add violence or even 
murder to his theft ; or by a small child of nine years old, who 
is trying the lessons which have been given to her diminutive 
fingers by a wicked parent. All these things make the task of 
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a proper care of this unfortunate class of individuals more 
delicate and difficult." 

In yiew of these considerations^ your comnaittee consider it 
of the highest importance that only the truest and best of men 
should liaye charge of the convicts. He should be a man 
whose penetration discerns at once between the hardened 
wretch whose whole life has been one of crime, and the lad who 
is under his care as the result of his first wrong step. And when 
a man is secured who has the courage and ability to meet the 
difficulties of the place and conquer them, — who dares to stand 
between the best interests of the prisoner and the grasping 
selfishness of the contractor, then, neither the pressure for large 
pecuniary results nor the clamor of party politics should 
deprive the State of his services. The State should stand by 
him. 

Your committee further report that the Prison is without a 
chapel where the prisoners may be assembled for worship, or 
religions or secular instruction ; that the hospital accommoda- 
tions are quite inadequate, there being but a single room for that 
purpose, where, at any time, there are likely to be mingled the 
slightly sick, the very sick, and the dying; that the roofs to 
the two wings containing the cells are rotten and full of holes ; 
that the floors of these wings are from one to three feet below 
the surface of the ground outside, hence, constantly damp, 
suggesting, and as your committee believe, really producing 
rheumatism and kindred diseases ; that the drainage of the 
prison yard is quite incomplete, the surface water frequently 
flooding the floors of the buildings ; that the cells are but 
three and one-half feet wide, eight and one-half feet long, and 
seven feet high, and all of those in the west wing, comprising 
more than one-half of the whole number, entirely without 
ventilation except through the grated doors; that the dining- 
room is a low, dingy, dismal place, and too small for the num- 
ber of men to be fed there ; that the only room which can be 
used as a wash-room for washing the clothing of the six hun- 
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dred prisoners, is a little old tamble-down shed, eighteen or 
twenty feet square, with scarcely a single convenience for doing 
the work ; that the kitchen is scarcely equal in its convenien- 
ces for work to the cook-roona of a first-class piggery on any 
well-regulated farm, the kettles, ovens, and utensils being of 
the most awkward and antiquated style, and wholly inadequate 
to do the required work quickly and well; that the convicts 
are still wearing the coon-tail stripe with which it was thought 
proper in the dark ages to degrade men convicted of crime ; 
that the whole institution is daily liable to great damage, if 
not absolute destruction, by fire, for want of an adequate sup- 
ply of water ; that an insignificant, ill-built, and ill-arranged 
little brick house, standing fairly in the midst of the grounds 
where the men have to pass and repass it three times a day, is 
used as the female prison ; that the building known as the 
insane asylum, used for securing the insane criminals, is situ- 
ated outside the walls, without even a fence to shut it in, and 
its ten cells filled with ten maniacs whose screams and yells 
could be heard long before we came near them, and who are 
left there to scream and yell without medical attention, except 
as to their physical ailments; that the whole system of warm- 
ing and cooking is of the crudest kind, and very expensive in 
the matter of fuel. 

For these things we can in no way hold the present inspec- 
tors or agent responsible, but on the contrary are surprised 
that they have been able to do so much and to do it so well in 
face of the difficulties and embarrassments they have been 
forced to encounter. 

And your committee would most earnestly recommend, as 

follows : 

That the wall of what is known as the "central building" be 
taken down, the old solitary prison be removed, and there be 
erected in their stead such buildings as may be necessary to 
furnish ample and convenient room for a chapel, hospital, 
guard-rooms, kitchen, store-rooms, bath-room, and engine- 
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room.; also^ a thorough repair of the two wings, inclading the 
raising of their walls and covering them with a good slate 
roof; also, such repairs (either by excavating around the build-* 
ings or filling them up) as will insure perfectly dry floors for 
the corridors and lower cells. And, in this connection, we 
think it desirable that the whole grounds be thoroughly 
drained by means of a complete and permanent system of sew* 
ers. Your committee also recommend that as soon and as 
rapidly as possible the cells be re-built, making the new ones 
at least .double the size of those now in use, and furnishing 
each cell with thorough ventilation. 

Our State has abolished the death penalty; but much better 
take a criminal's life at the end of a halter, than make him 
breathe a poisoned atmosphere, and thus kill him by degrees. 
Jn the report of Dr. Gay, the physician of the Ohio Peniten- 
tiary, for 1871, we read : "In the lists of death for 1869 and 
1870, out of thirty-one deaths from disease, twenty died from 
tubercular disease. In making examination of those dying in 
the penitentiary, we find the deposit of tubercle in larger 
masses, and involving more of the important organs of life 
than in any other class of persons we have examined dying of 
the disease. From our experience this year, we are stiU more 
convinced that the cause of this excess of tubercular disease, 
is in the ill-ventilated cells. The blood becomes vitiated and 
digestion imperfect, supplying the elements for tubercular 
deposits.'' 

It cannot be the policy of the State to injure the health of 
the convicts. Every motive of policy, of economy, and of 
humanity, requires that they have pure air and wholesome 
food. 

We also recommend that the old wooden building and the 
eheds attached thereto, now used as a wash-room, and soap-fac- 
tory be torn down and removed ; that the new kitchen be sup- 
plied with a steam co<)king-range, and the engine-room with a 
suitable steam engine, and that the proper officers at once pro- 
vide for an abundant supply of water. Your committee believe 
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that to drew a man in the outiandiBh oostmne of a clown or 
buffoon can only tend to dq^iade him, and therefoie lecom- 
* mend the total abolition of the striped dressy and niggest in its 
stead a gray uniform of the same cut as that now worn. 

With reference to the insane criminals mentioned abore, we 
are of the opinion that they should be proyided for in the new 
asylum contemplated by the bill now pending before the L^is- 
lature, where ihey can have treatment suited to their peculiar 
disease, and in the mean time a neat brick or stone wall should 
be built around the house in which they are now confined, and, 
wheneyer practicable, they be allowed exercise in the open air. 

Fnder the act establishing the Detroit House of Oorrection, 
and the various amendments thereto, it is provided that the 
Inspectors of the State Prison may contract with the city of 
Detroit for the confinement in said House of Correction of per- 
sons convicted of any offense punishable by imprisonment in 
the Stato Prison, and upon the completion of such contract it 
shall be competent and lawful for the Inspectors of the State 
Prison to transfer to said House of Correction all females. 
Should the female prisoners (of whom there are only six) be 
retained, there should be another building erected for them 
outside the wall. This could only be done at a great expense, 
and, at best, these unfortunate women could not be nearly so 
well cared for as at Detroit. 

For the purpose of carrying out the suggestions and recom- 
mendations herein made, your committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill, heretofore introduced, providing for alterations 
and repairs of the State Prison, and making appropriation 
therefor. 

Your committee also report that ^ they visited the Detroit 
House of Correction. This institute, which belongs to Detroit, 
but in which the S tate has a direct interest by reason of contracts 
made between it and a large proportion of our most populous 
counties, has been most admirably managed for the past ten 
vears by its late able and most eflScient superintendent, Z, B. 
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Brockway. The Mends of prison reform everywhere deeply 
regret the causes whioh led to his resignation^ and feel that 
his withdrawal from his former field of labor is a serious loss 
to the whole country. We found the House of Correction 
prosperous and successful; but the change of superintendents 
make its future somewhat uncertain. In any events your 
committee are of the opinion that the State should own the 
prisons where its oohyicts are confined^ and shall make the 
question of an intermediate prison the subject of a subsequent 
report. 
AH of which is most respectfully submitted. 

J. H. MoGOWAN, Chairman. 



REPORT OF HOUSE COMMITTEE 

MARCH 17, 1878. 



The committee on State Prison^ in accordance with the fol- 
lowing resolution, — 

Besolvedf That the committee on the State Prison examine 
and report to this House, at their earliest convenience, upon 
the following matters relative to the prison, namely ; The 
advantages and disadvantages of the present buildings with 
respect to the health, custody, and employment of convicts ; 
the size of the cells, and whether the same are sufiBiciently 
ventilated for the proper confinement of prisoners therein; 
the length of time daily that convicts are shut up in cells ; the 
prison dress, and the propriety of changing the same to a plain 
dress of uniform color ; the amount of time devoted to the 
secular and religious instruction of the convicts, and the pro- 
4 
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priety of making faither proTirion for the same ; (he female 
prison^ and the remoyal of the same from the centre of the 
prison, and the expediency of building a new one for this pur- 
pose ; the cost of needful attendance, repairs, and improyements 
to the buildings and walls of the main prison ; the necessity 
of some further provision for the treatment and care of the 
insane convicts ; together with such suggestions as they may 
deem wise for improving the grounds, buildings, and general 
management of the convicts of said prison ; 

Respectfully report that they have visited the prison and 
have made careful inquiry and examination into its condition 
and management The buildings appear low, dingy, and 
dilapidated. These buildings were erected many years ago, 
when the population was comparatively small, architectural 
taste less advanced, and the means for building very limited. 
Perhaps at that time they were satisfactory, but at the present 
time they are altogether unworthy the pride and taste of our 
thriving State. 

The prison buildings consist of a central structure three 
stories high and two wings. In the interior of each wing are 
four tiers of cells, numbering 320 in the east wing, and 328 in 
the west. In the rear of the west wing, and contiguous to it, 
is a two-story structure containing the dining-room in the 
lower story and the cigar shop above. 

The ground upon which these buildings were erected is 
naturally low, and the foundations were sunk ^ome two or 
three feet still lower. The floors of the wings are below the 
surfiEtce of the ground ; that of the east wing at least two and 
a half feet. 

There has been no attempt at drainage, and no adequate 
means of carrying off the water can be provided without an 
expensive system of underdrains and sewers. As a consequence 
the floors are often damp, and after heavy rains and during 
the spring melting of snows, they are sometimes covered with 
water near the door, and we can see no reason why the water 
should not run into the lower tier of cells. 
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The cells are eight and one-half feet long by three and one<- 
half feet wide, and seven feet high, with no ventilation except 
throngh the grated doors and with light insufficient to read by 
without injury to the eyes. 

There are in the rear walls of the cells small openings con- 
necting with flues for ventilation, but the roof rests upon the 
top of the flues so that there is absolutely no passage of air 
through them. 

The present condition of the cells your committee consider 
very prejudicial to the health of the convicts. 

After the days' labor the convict returns exhausted, and per*- 
haps in a profuse perspiration to these extremely small^ damp 
rooms with but little light or ventilation, there to spend more 
than one-half his time. The effect is to frequently suddenly arrest 
perspiration, to produce engorgement of the internal organs,, 
and thus lay the foundation of future disease. 

Bheumatism and pulmonary consumption would be a prob- 
able result of such exposure, and that there are not more 
patients in the hospital may be attributed to the vigorous con- 
stitutiops of the convicts placed in these cells, and especially 
to the watchful care of the Agent. The dining-room^ is also 
as poorly adapted to the use for which, it was built. 

It is 60 by 70 feet in size, ceiling only 10 feet high, with no 
means whatever of ventilation. The exhalations fron> the 
persons of 600 or 700 laborers, the impurities thrown off from 
their Inngs in breathing, and the steaming vapor from their 
cooked food must so materially vitiate the atmosphere of the 
room in a short space of time that no one can breathe it with 
impunity. 

In the best regulated prisons of the present day, means are 
used to reclaim the convict, though without in the least abat* 
ing the punishment of the crime for which he was imprisoned ; 
and: past experience has fully established the fact that a large- 
per cent of prison convicts may be so far reformed as ta 
become, after their discharge,, indnstrious. and respectable citL- 
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zens. With this view of the subjecty yoar committee consider 
it as much the duty of the State to provide the means for their 
reformation as a place for their punishment. Some of the 
means in use at the present time are secular instruction, by 
way of schools or classes, books, magazines, papers, etc ; also 
religious instruction, by the preaching of the gospel. Sabbath 
schools, religious books, papers, etc.; regular physical labor is 
equally important as a reformatory measure. 

The reasons for this plan of treatment are obvious : if we 
would awaken and reform the moral nature of the ignorant 
and vicious man sufficiently to resist the temptations to vice, 
we must first educate the intellectual faculties so that he ma,j 
be able to understand clearly his relations to his Maker and to 
society, in order that the obligations arising from these rela- 
tions may have an impelling and binding force. Hence, the 
cultivation of the moral emotions alone will fail to accomplish 
the desired end ; secular instruction as a reformatory discipline 
ill- equally important with religious instraction. 
• There is no doubt that ignorance and idleness are the chief 
causes of the long list of vices and crime. Upon this point 
your committee beg leave to make some extracts from the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior, for the years 1871 and 
1873: 

<^ In all juvenile reformatories, 95 per cent of the offenders 
come from idle, ignorant, vicious homes. These children fur- 
nish the future inmates of our prisons, — ^for criminals are not 
made in some malign hour; they grow. Ignorance breeds 
crime ; education is the remedy for the crime that imperils us. 

" At least 80 per cent of the crime of New England is com- 
mitted by those who have no education, or none sufficient to 
fierve them a valuable purpose in life ; as in Kew England, so 
throughout all the country, from 80 to 90 per cent have never 
learned any trade, or mastered any skilled labor, which leads 
to the conclusion that education in labor bears the same ratio 
to freedom from crime as education in schools.'^ 
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Yotir committee were mnch gratified to find that the Agents 
Mr. Morris, has given the subject of prison discipline so much 
careful study. The inside of the prison was cleanly^ free from 
any bad odor : the cells were neat and tidy. We examined 
their food after it was prepared and set upon the table. It 
was well cooked, wholesome, and sufficient in quantity. 

The prisoners themselves were as neat and cleanly in their 
persons as could be expected of laborers. As we saw them at 
work, and conversed with them, they seemed pleasant and 
cheerful ; we noticed but little of that sullen look and moping 
motion so common to prison convicts. 

Your committee fully approve the plan of treatment adopted 
by the Agent; while he requires strict obedience to prison 
regulations, he at the same time, endeavors by kindness of 
manner and encouraging words to restore to them self-respect ; 
and as further aid in this particular, your committee recom- 
mend that all badges or devices calculated to humiliate or 
degrade the convict be abandoned. He, also, twice a week, 
reads to them after dinner. Every Sabbath morning one 
hour is devoted to the instruction of classes in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic; these exercises are followed with religious 
services, consisting of preaching of the Gospel and personal 
conversation by the chaplain, and singing by the choir. 

The dining-room is the only room in which the convicts can 
be assembled, which is by no means a proper place for these 
purposes; a chapel is very much needed, which would answer 
also for a school-room. 

Your committee are of opinion that more time should be 
devoted to secular instruction ; but having reported a bill with 
a report upon this subject, we make no further recommenda- 
tion. 

The female prison is an ill-looking, inconvenient structure, 
standing in the way of other improvements. It never should 
have been placed in the prison yard at all. 

Your committee are of opinion that it should be removed 
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outside the yard and placed near or adjoining the insane hos- 
pital, and inclose both with a wall. If this alteration were 
made, those that are sent to the House of Gorrection could be 
retained and supply a want much needed^ that is, female labor. 

As it is now, only life conTicts are kept in this building, and 
they are entirely deprived of out-door exercise. It would be 
difficult to maintain good discipline to allow them in sight of 
the male conyicts. There are seven now in this building, all 
life conyicts. 

Another tier of cells is much needed in the insane hospital, 
above those now in use. Your committee are informed that 
this work can be done without disturbing the roof; conse- 
quently the expense would be comparatively small. 

The insane convicts are certainly objects of pity. As long 
as they are insane they are not felons ; but we keep them shut 
up in their cells for months and years without any efforts 
whatever to ameliorate their condition. Justice and humanity 
alike demand that they should be furnished with proper reme- 
dial treatment. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the sum of one 
thousand and five hundred dollars be appropriated for the pur- 
pose of adding another tier of cells and famishing medical 
treatment for the insane convicts. 

For the prosperous financial condition of the prison the 
State is much indebted to the able management of the present 
Board of Inspectors. In the last contract for convict labor 
they realized an average of twenty-five per cent above former 
contracts for the same kind of labor, and they feel confident 
that they shall be able to get somewhat advanced rates in 
future contracts. 

The average time that convicts are locked in their cells each 
twenty-four hours is twelve hours and fifty minutes. 

With regard to the repairs and improvements of the build- 
ings and walls of the main prison, your committee beg leave to 
report that they have given the subject careful investigation. 
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ftnd are of the opinion that extensive repairs, and alteration^ 
must he made, or the prison \rill have to he abandoned in a 
yery few years. 

The roofs of the wings are rotten and they leak. They will 
become yery soon unsafe, if not so already, and other oat-build- 
ings look as though they might tumble down any day. 

We are of the opinion that as a matter of economy, the 
repairs should be thorongh and substantial, and in a style as 
plain as is consistent with this class of public buildings. 

The first and yery important question that presented itself 
was, whether the walls of the prison buildings could be 
repaired so as to be as good as new, or nearly so ; we have no 
doubt that it can be done. 

We examined the drawings, plans, and specifications exhib- 
ited to us by the Inspectors, and fully approve them. 

The Inspectors and Governor have bestowed much time and 
thought tn perfecting the plans exhibited to us in the draw- 
ings, and your committee are unable to discover how any of 
the proposed repairs and improvements can with propriety be 
omitted ; or how, after examining the estimates of practical 
architects the cost can be made any less than the estimates 
herewith presented. 

We, therefore, recommend that the center building, the 
Agent's house, and the wing connecting the Agent's house with 
the center building, be raised three stories ; — the basement to 
be used for a hall and other purposes, the first story of the cen- 
tral building to be used for a gaard-room, with iron lattice 
work at the sides next the cells, so that the corridor^ of the 
wings may be in sight from the guard-room ; the second story 
to be usea for a chapel, and third story to be used for a hospi- 
taL Estimated cost, including iron work in the guard-room, 
gas-fittings, seating the chapel, partitioning the hospital, bed- 
rooms in the Agent's house for guards, and new slate roof, 
t47,540. 

Also, that the walls of the wings be raised and repaired, that 
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there be put on new elate roofs with sky-lights, twelve feet 
apart and with iron windows^ and also that the windows he 
raised so that the side may be elevated about five feet; 
estimated cost $32,000. 

That the dining or mess room be repaired, making the 
height of the ceiling at least eighteen feet, with slate roof, 
iron columns and windows; estimated cost 116,050. 

Also three boilers — two, six by sixteen feet, one four by 
twelve feet; and two engines — one for filling boilers, one for 
forcing water, and kettles for cooking; estimated cost 138,200. 

A new kitchen, two stories ; an engine house, two stories. 
In these buildings are the bath-room, wash-house, dry-room 
fitted up, including iron windows; estimated cost $16,504. 

Cooking ranges ; estimated cost 11,800. 

Cellar under dining-room, kitchen, and boiler-room, excava- 
tion of rock, drainage, and sewerage ; estimated cost 5,600. 

Boiler stack, 120 feet high, and iron tube in centre of stack; 
estimated cost, $4,000. 

Bemoving center building, and ventilation of cells, estimated 
cost $900. 

Be-building cells, estimated cost $60,000, making an aggre- 
gate of $222,594. But as the re-building of the cells cannot, 
in the opinion of your committee, be reached within the next 
two years, we think it proper for the next Legislature to pro- 
vide for this work. 

It will be seen by these estimates that about $162,000 will 
be needed to finish the work exclusive of the cells. 

The sum of $60,000 is now in the hands of the treasurer, to 
the credit of the prison. 

Your committee therefore recommend that the sum of $70,- 
000 be appropriated for the year 1873, and the sum of $30,000 
be appropriated for the year 1874. 

Your committee recommend that the land west of the prison 
yard be graded and improved, and that the land north of the 
prison yard be fenced and prepared for the interment of 
deceased convicts. 
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The walls of the yard have been re-built. They are now 
safBciently high and substantial. 

All of which is respectfully submitted^ and your committee 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

PAYETTE PAESONS, Chainnan. 
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REPORT OF HOUSE COMMITTEE: 

MARCH 5, 1878. 



By the committee on Beform School : 

The committee on the Eeform School, to whom was referred 
60 much of the Oovernor's message as relates to this institn- 
tioiiy and also to whom was referred the following resoliAion : 

Resoiwedy That the committee on the Beform School report 
to this House, at their earliest convenience, npon the following 
matters pertaining to said school, namely: whether sufScient 
preyision is now made by law for the defense of young boys 
charged with the commission of petty crimes and committed 
therefor to this institution during the whole period of minor- 
ity ; whether it is expedient to retain boys at all in said insti- 
tution after they have attained the age of eighteen years ; the 
measures now adopted to secure homes for the boys in private 
families, and whether more effective means for this purpose are 
not desirable ; the hours daily devoted to work, and the kind 
of labor required of the boys, and whether the same is calcu- 
lated to provide them with occupations or trades by which 
they may, when released, earn a living for themselves ; the 
amount of time devoted daily to study, and the advantages for 
acquiring a common school education; the library and the 
character of the books ; the number of meals daily, and the 
kind and quality of the food ; the time allowed daily for recre- 

ation, and the amusements provided; the rewards for and 
incentives to good conduct ; the kind of punishments inflicted, 
and the frequency thereof; the division and classification of 
the inmates, and the results of the department known as the 
" family house,'* and whether more buildings of a like char- 
acter are desirable; the means adopted for keeping a knowledge 
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of boys after they are discharged^ and the nnmber, if it can be 
given^ of those reclaimed, and of those who hare become crim- 
inals in after life; the amount of the earnings of the boys for 
the past two years and the average cost to the State of maih- 
taining each one over and above his earnings ; the improve- 
ments to the building and the grounds that are necedsary, with 
the estimated cost thereof, and the opinion of the committee 
whether the erection of a high wall of brick or stone, inclosing 
the premises, or other additions and changes that will give 
the institution still more of the character of a prison rather 
than a school, are desirable ; 

Bespectfully report that we have visited the school, inspected 
the buildings and the ground, seen the boys at their work, in 
the shops, at their play, in the school rooms, and at their meals, 
and from personal inspection and from information received 
from the Superintendent and officers of the institution and 
gathered from other sources, we beg leave to submit this report : 

We are of the opinion that suitable provision is not made 
for the defense of boys charged with crime. Under the pres- 
ent law any boy may be arrested for the slightest offense, 
brought before a magistrate, and almost upon an ex parte 
hearing be convicted and sentenced to the Reform School 
until he is twenty-one years old. 

Instances have been brought to our notice where boys have 
been complained of by their parents and sentenced to this 
school simply to get rid of them, and thus be released from 
their support. In our opinion every boy arrested should have 
some one interested in his behalf to thoroughly investigate 
his case and ascertain all the facts respecting it, as well as the 
circumstances under which the boy has been placed, so that 
no injustice may be done him. The law throws every safe- 
guard about a man charged with a crime; he is presumed 
innocent until proved guilty, has counsel assigned him if he is 
unable to procure it himself, together with compulsory process 
for witnesses in his behalf, and must be tried by a jury of his 
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fcea, who are instnicted to giv« him Uie benefit of every rea* 
sonable doabt as to his gailt, and who cannot conyict him nnless 
all diall agree to the TerdicL Bnt the boy may be snatched 
up summarily^ tried before a magistrate who has probably pre- 
judged the case^ and thns hurried off to the Beform School. 
Itis true that the conviction must be approved by the Circuit 
or Probate Judge of the county, but it is equally true that 
with the press of business usually on the hands of these 
officers, they pay but little attention to the matter, and in 
probably nine cases out of ten the papers are approved as a 
mere formality. It seems to us neither right nor just to sen* 
tence a boy to imprisonment from the time that he is ten or 
twelve years of age until he attains his majority, for the com- 
mission of some petty offense, without full and complete investi- 
gation of the case audits surroundings by unprejudiced and dis- 
interested parties. The property of a minor cannot be disposed 
of without the appointment of a guardian and the most care- 
ful scrutiny at every step in the proceeding ; but under our 
system of committing boys to this school, an unfortunate boy 
may be for years deprived of his liberty without haying a 
tongue lifted iu his behalf or an unprejudiced eye to closely 
watch the proceedings. We believe that some provision 
should be made by the State to see that a full investigation is 
had in every such case, and that only when it is quite certain 
and clear that the boy is guilty of the offense charged, and 
that no other course will be likely to save him from a life of 
crime, and the community from his ravages, should be forced 
for the best years of his life into an institution partaking of 
the character of a prison. 

A careful observation of the workings of the school has 
satisfied us that when the influence of the institutional life has 
not been such as to produce, in some measure at least, the 
reformation of a boy who has been confined therein until he 
hasWched the age of eighteen years, that the further contin- 
uation of such boy in the school does him no good whatever, 
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and generally is detrimental to the best interests of the yonnger 
inmates. In fact^ we think that all boys had better be dis- 
charged from the institution on reaching the age of eighteen 

years, and this view is fully concurred in by the oi&cers of the 
school. At that age in life boys are generally competent, if 
they will, to earn a living for themselves, and with the moral, 
mental, and industrial training that the school gives them, 
ought to be prepared to become industrious and useful citizens. 
If they will not do this, but repair to their old haunts and pur- 
sue a criminal course, they should be disciplined and punished 
in an institution of a character better adapted than this for 
the treatment of grown-up boys. 

As to the measures now adopted to secure homes for the 
boys in private families, and whether more effective means for 
this purpose are not desirable, your committee are informed by 
the Superintendent that there are always more applications 
for boys firom responsible parties than there are boys willing to 
go and that the oflScers of the School can recommend. The 
officers make it a point to inquire carefully into the responsi- 
bility and character of applicants for boys, but find only a 
small proportion of boys to be suitable candidates for the 
places. 

Most of the boys have parents whom they want to see, and 
homes which they long to visit, and when bound out from the 
institution are almost sure to run away from their places 
the first opportunity, and find their way back to their parents. 

The Assistant Superintendent says that not one in ten of 
those for whom homes are fofind stay over a month. Still, 
your committee are of the opinion that by the adoption of 
more thorough and systematic measures, and the appointment 
of a judicious person who shall have the whole matter in 
charge, that more of the boys might be provided with good 
homes, and be encouraged and induced to stay with their 
employers, and grow up. to become useful members in conftnu- 
nity. 

The hours daily devoted to work are six, and the kinds of 
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labor performed as follows: Seating of chairs with flag and 
cane, manufacturing cigars, making clothes and shoes for the 
boys of the institution, baking, farm-work, and other work 
incident to the School. The shop is divided into separate 
rooms, fitted to employ about fifty boys in each. There are 
uow some twelve boys employed in making and mending 
clothes, two in the shoe shop, forty in the cigar shop, and ten 
or twelve about the farm. When the farm work is driving, a 
much larger number engage in it. The worst boys have fre- 
quently been found most useful in farm work. The committee 
are unanimous in commending the various kind of work pur- 
sued, except the manufacture of cigars, in which there is a 
division of sentiment, the majority not inclining to favor it, 
and insisting that it will be prejudicial to the best interests of 
the boys, by creating or keeping alive an appetite for that vile 
weed, tobacco. 

There are five hours devoted to stud'y each day, two in the 
morning and three in the evening, giving to eadi boy an 
opportunity to gain a good common school education. The 
advantages in this respect are fully equal to those of any 
ordinary common school. 

The library contains about seventeen hundred books, com- 
prising juvenile books, histories, biographies and popular trea- 
tises. It needs replenishing, and a small appropriation for this 
purpose is unanimously recommended. 

The boys have three meals each day, and the diet is as fol- 
lows : Breakfast, bread and butter and barley coffee ; for din- 
ner, meat and vegetables with bread and water ; for supper, bread 
and butter or molasses, and water. In the "^ family house " the 
table was covered with a white cloth and furnished with earthen 
bowls and plates, and knives and forks ; but in the main 
building tin cups were generally used instead of earthen or 
crockery ware. All, however, wereneatand clean ; but still the 
committee think that it would! tend' greatly to the improve- 
ment of the boys, and add to the character of thet 
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inrtitiitioDy if the table was better sapplied and famished. 
Potatoes, cold beaosy rioe, pickles, for faieakfi»t, and 
milk, apple-saoce, or gingerbread for sapper, spiced in 
now and then in addition to the ordinaij £Bure, wonld 
greatly improTe the diet without much increasing the expense 
thereof. Boys from ten to ei^teen years of age are at that 
period in life when they form habits that will follow them all 
their days. If they are bronght np on the coarsest fare, and 
made to take their food in primitiTe style, withont the use of a 
cap or saacer, or so much as the sight of a clean crockery 
plate or bowl, the training is well calculated to make them 
rude, coarse, and low. There should be nothing in the cou- 
dact of the institution that tends to degrade the boys, and we 
•claim that the table should be furnished with good plain table- 
ware, and always supplied with a sufficient quantity of good 
wholesome food, and with a ^preater yariety than is provided at 
the present time. In view of this fact, and of some improve- 
ments that in our judgments shoald be made in the diess of 
the boys, which will add somewhat to the running expenses of 
the School, we recommend that, the fnll amount of the appro- 
priation asked for by the Board of Control for the next two 
years be allowed. The time allowed for recreation in summer 
is about three hours daily. In the winter it is not as much^ 
the days being shorter, although a sufficient time is given. 
Their amusements are ball-playing, marbles, etc. IS'o regular 
amusements are provided by the School. 

There is no systematic plan of rewards. Various means are 
adopted, however, as incentives to good conduct, such as taking 
the boys out to ride with the officers, reposing confidence in 
them, giving them increased privileges, etc. They are fre- 
quently placed in positions of trust where they are paid to 
per month, the books showing payment to boys of this class of 
^ums of from $10 to $40 each. Your committee inquired of 
the officers-in regard to the punishments inflicted and the fre- 
»quency thereof, and learned that they were graded according 
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to the offenses committed. Kind expostulations, deprivations 
of pleasure, extra work, carrying a stick of wood about the 
yard, going without a meal, locking up in the dormitory, lock- 
ing up in the lodge and whipping — these occur as seldom as is 
consistent with discipline. The instructions are to manage 
as far as possible without punishment. All serious cases are 
reported at the oflBce before discipline is inflicted. On the 
subject of a certain "sweat-box" punishment, which was a 
matter of public remark some time ago, the superintendent 
says that the box was a simple pine one, eighteen to twenty 
inches square, in which some of the worst and largest boys 
were required to stand until they signified their wish to be 
released, and gave pledge of good behavior. A person was 
always within hearing distance, so that he could answer to the 
call of the boy. The use of this means of punishment was 
discontinued and the box destroyed over eighteen months ago. 
The '* Family House" is regarded as the most desirable place 
about the institution. Here the boys have nearly all the free- 
dom and privileges that are to be had in a well-regulated 
family. The house is conducted by a man and his wife, and 
the boys sit at the table with them, and are treated as though 
they were all members of one family. The school-room and 
bed-rooms are in the same building, and are neat, airy, and 
pleasant. The boys are placed here on their honor and good 
behavior, and thus far there have been none that have proved 
unfaithful. 

Here, in the opinion of the committee, is to be found the 
true system for conducting a reform school. The second 
family house, now nearly completed, will be conducted on the 
same plan as the other, and when finished, both houses will 
accommodate about sixty scholars, which the Superintendent 
regards as sufficient room for the present. A further classifi- 
cation of the inmates of the School is desirable, and should be 
made as soon as possible, but is not deemed practicable until 
there is a different and more suitable place provided for the 
worst class of boys. This investigation has impressed the 



44 BBPOBTS OK BSFORIC SCHOOL. 

committee deeply with the urgent necessity for the establiah- 
ment of an intermediate prison for first offenders and boys 
verging on manhood. It is thought that if this were done 
and the larger boys of the Beform School removed thereto, 
that boys might be received in their places as yonng as sevea 
or eight years of age, and be greatly benefited thereby. 

The only means of keeping a knowledge of the boys after 
they have left the institution is by correspondence, 
and this is of course voluntary on their part, although the 
oflScers of the institution encourage it by all means in their 
power. So far as the subsequent history of the boys is known, 
about seven-tenths of those who have been discharged have 
douQ well, and three-tenths have fallen into vices and criminal 
practices. 

It is thought by your committee and by the officers of the 
institution that if a judicious person was appointed whose 
special duty it should be to look after those discharged boys 
and assist them as well as the boys in school in getting good 
homes it would result in great good to the boys and to society 
also. 

The account of the earnings of the boys for the past two 
years and the average cost to the State of each are not as full 
and definite as the committee could have desired. The total 
earnings for the years 1871 and 1872 were 113,047.65 ; esti- 
mated valae of farm products the past year were $1,840.73. 

The expenditure for two years for supervision, teachers, 
clothing, etc., exclusive of boys' earnings, was $57,879.04, — 
showing an annual cost to the State of about $125 for each 
inmate. Your committee believe that the appropriation asked 
for repairing buildings, improving grounds, replenishing the 
library, etc., is necessary to properly carry on the school, and 
they therefore recommend the same to the amount of five 
thousand dollars. The committee have examined the high 
board feuce now inclosing the yard, and have taken into con- 
sideration the propriety of substituting therefor a high stone 

brick wall for the purpose of making the inclosure more 
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secure. While we adtnit thafc there are, undoubtedly, boys in 
the School who need walls of a more substantial character to 
hold them at all times than the present wooden ones, we, 
nevertheless, insist that the institution was intended to be 
a reformatoi'y or large family school, combining labor and 
instruction for the purpose of reformation and not punish- 
ment, and that as far as possible, all prison features should be 
dispensed with. We think it eren better that a few of the 
boys should escape than that the institution should be turned 
completely into a prison ; for all sense of justice would be 
shocked by the yel'y statement that hundreds of boys were 
sent to prison for a term of ten or twelve years as punishment 
for the commission of offenses of the most petty character. 

We think, with the use of proper means, there will be no 
soch difficulty in retainihg the boys as is Sometimes appre- 
hended. The Ohio Beform School we think aptly illustrates 
thid statetnent. With a greater number of boys than our 
School, it is conducted upon the family system, without any 
bars> bolts, or high walls, and with ample opportunities for 
escape ; and yet, during the past year, only seven boys ran 
away from the institution. With his Excellency, the Governor, 
we fear that our Reform School now partakes too much of the 
character of a prison, and we would much rather dispense 
with features of this kind than to add any new ones. The 
sooner the institution is made what it should be the better. 
If a further classification was made by the removal of the 
vicions and incorrigible large boys to a more suitable place, 
there would be no necessity for high walls of brick or stone, 
and many of the younger boys who are now contaminated by 
the example and association of these big boys might be kept 
from such corrupting influences and saved from lives of 
degradation and vice. 

The committee rejoice that the public attention has of late 
been turned in a greater degree than formerly toward the 
importance of making such provision as shall, as far as possi- 
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ble, save the young lads of the State from falling into the 
ranks of crime. 

There, especiallyy should the State see that these boys, oyer 
whom it has assumed the guardianship and control, should 
not be made criminals by the very sulroundings into which 
they are forced by the action of the public authorities. It 
would be certainly far better to have no Reform School at all 
than to have one tending by the association of its inmates or 
otherwise to make boys worse. 

With the conviction that the law should be changed so as 
to prevent the confinement of boys in this institution after 
they have reached the age of eighteen years, the committee 
instructed me to report the following bill for that purpose, 
being a bill heretofore referred to them and entitled 

A bill to amend sections 10 and 12 of an act to establish a 
house of correction for juvenile offenders, approved February 
10, 1855, as amended by act 170 of the laws of 1867, being 
sections 8135 and 8137 of the compiled laws of 1871, 

With a recommendation that the same do pass, and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

E. B. MILLER, Acting Chairman* 



REPORT OF SENATE COMMITTEE: 

APRIL 13, 1878. 



The committee on the Reform School, to whom was referred 
so much of the messages of the retiring and acting Governors; 
also the special message of Gov. Bagley on reformatory insti- 
tutions, and the various bills introduced making appropria- 
tions for the support of this school, and making sundry 
changes in the rules and regulations governing the institution, 
have had these several matters under careful consideration. 
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and beg leave to report, that this school is not to-day what, in* 
the opinion of your committee, it was the design of the liegis- 
latnre it should be ; that it is and has thns far been, from itff 
earliest history, more of a penal than educational and reforma- 
toiy institution, while it was the evident design that it should 
be almost purely reformatory in its character; that your com- 
mittee find, from a careful examination and personal inspec- 
tion of the premises, the workshops, and the school, that the 
educational advantages of the institution are made almost 
wholly to depend on the ability of the Board of Control to> 
obtain profitable employment for the boys, and that as a con- 
sequence little or no real effort is made for their practical edu-^ 
cation by either the officers of the school or the Board of 
Control. 

This, your committee think, is all wrong. That it is io 
direct conflict with the purpose of this institution, and that, if 
it is to be continued, the sooner the real character of the insti- 
tution is avowed, and the prefix '^ Beform '' dropped from its 
name^ and that of ^^ Penal" substituted, the better* Yet your 
committee are fully convinced that the Befoivn School, as it9 
name implies, was never designed for a peniteatiary or as a 
place of confinement and punishment for criminals of tender 
years, but rather as a place of refuge, where they could be 
educated and fitted for lives of active usefulness, and to afford 
them security from temptation and protection against the allure- 
ments held out to them by vicious companions, and to which 
their previous defective moral training, renders them a too 
easy prey ; while at the same time it should present to them 
and keep constantly before their young minds the benefits and 
happiness certain to result from virtuous conduct in quiet 
homes, when guided by the rules of rectitude. 

To this end, it only remains that the i>eople of the State 
should fully understand the design of this school, and the pur- 
poses for which it was instituted, and to co-operate earnestly 
with the time friends of reformatory education to make it all 

its most sanguine friends claim it should be; and which will 
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enable it to reclaim from the paths of vice those who other- 
wise will at some fntnre day become Inmates of our jails and 
prisons^ or still worse, prey on the rights and property of 
others, and go unwhipped of justice, ends which, in the opin- 
ion of your committee, are far from being accomplished under 
the present management of the institution. 

Your committee consider that it can hardly be necessary at 
this day and age to enter upon a discussion as to the compara- 
tive cost to the State of the reformation and punishment of 
young criminals; and we believe it may be safely assumed, 
without regard to the moral considerations which enter 
into the account, that it will cost less in dollars and cents to 
educate and reform a boy, and add his knowledge, his energy, 
his ability, natural and acquired, and his industry to the pro- 
ductive labor, either mental or physical, of the community, 
than to arrest and try the same boy when he has become a 
hardened criminal, and to confine him for years or for life, as 
the case may be, in a prison. Nor do your committee believe 
that any extended argument is needed to convince the thought- 
ful and philanthropic legislator of the inestimable value to 
the State of the work which we believe the Beform School was 
designed to accomplish, and which, under judicious manage- 
ment, it will do for the reformation and education of a large 
class of boys which do exist in all our large cities and villages, 
and from which, unfortunately, the rural districts are not 
wholly exempt. 

In accordance with these views of the purposes for which 
the Beform School was instituted, your committee deem it of 
great importance that further educational advantages should 
be secured to the boys in this school ; and as they are fully 
convinced that under the present management and with exist- 
ing laws no such advantages can be secured, they deem it of 
the utmost importance that such legislation shall be had as 
will insure to each of these wards of the State such an amount 
of knowledge as will qualify him to do well his part in life in 
any of the ordinary business avocations. The circumstances 
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which surround these boys are exceedingly peculiar. The 
State, for its own protection in some instances, and for the 
good of the boys in many others, has caused their arrest, trial, 
and commitment to this school, often for no causes criminal 
in their character, and with no other purpose in view than to 
save the boys from being, through the agency of hardened 
criminals, led into a life of crime and degradation. Many of 
them have transmitted diseased constitutions, others defective 
mental and moral organizations ; the education of nearly all 
of them has been sadly neglected, and in many cases their 
moral training has been most pernicious ; many of them in 
fact having been sinned against rather than being themselves 
sinners over and above other boys of their years. 

The State, having under such circumstances assumed the 
guardianship of these boys, it should under no combination of 
circumstances fail to do for them what the public good 
demands ; and it seems to us that a thorough education is the 
first and highest of these obligations, while the teaching to 
them of good business habits is also of the utmost importance, 
and to this end your committee would urge upon the manage- 
ment of the school the importance of teaching each bo^t some 
good mechanical trade. 

Your committee deem the work of seating chairs with flag 
or cane, now the principal labor performed by the boys at the 
school, not such as will enable them after their discharge from 
the school to secure paying employment, and therefore not 
such a trade as should be taught the boys; but think that the 
making of cigars, in which a few boys are now employed, a 
profitable business to every one who knows well the trade ; and 
that if paying labor for the boys can be secured at this employ^ 
ment, and at no other, the learning of which will be of equal 
value to the boys in after life, that it should, as far as practice 
able, be substituted for that of seating chairs. 

Your committee would also recommend the employment, aa 
&r as practicable, of the boys for all farm work; and that 

7 
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snch as are selected for thip purpose be thoroughly instructed 
in all the details of practical farming. We also would recom* 
mend that facilities be provided for teaching the boys the art 
of printing, one of the most profitable of the mechanical arts ; 
and that provisions be made for teaching, as far as practicable, 
engraving and kindred pursuits, as in these various depart- 
ments profitable employment can at all times be obtained in 
any part of the civilized world. 

The class of boys for which this institution was established 
becomes continually larger as our population increases, and 
hence renders it essential that additional facilities for their 
care and education should be provided, or that there should 
be some change in the law regulating the age at which boys 
should be admitted into and discharged from the School 
Your committee believe that boys of seven or eight years 
are of the proper age to become the wards of the State when 
they are not properly cared for by parents or guardians, and 
especially where the temptations to vice and crime are as prev- 
alent as they are now in all of our large cities. And we do not 
deem it important that in each particular case real crime 
should have actually been committed by the boy in order that 
he should be made a ward of the State, and placed in this 
School for education ; at the same time it is of tie utmost 
importance to the individual and to society that no boy 
should be sent to the School convicted of crime without 
suflBcient evidence, or for the purpose of relieving those whose 
duty it is to provide for and educate him firom the responsibil- 
ity devolving upon them, as we have good reason to believe is 
now the case in many instances, and which seems to call for 
such legislation as will correct the evil, or for the more rigid 
enforcement of existing laws by both the justice of the peace 
before whom the boy may be brought for trial and the judge 
whose duty it is to carefully review the case, and who must 
approve of the conviction and sentence before any boy can be 
admitted into the School under existing laws, but which review. 






BBP0BZ8 OK, BBFO&M SCHOOL. 51 

your committee are advised, is merely formal in many cases, 
where the conviction and sentence have been made by the jus- 
tices in utter violation of law. This should not be; and we 
trust the mere calling of attention to this great evil may result 
in its correction. 

A careful study of the workings of the various reformatory 
institntions of the country as well as the present operation of this 
School have satisfied your committee that in most cases where 
reform has not been attained in a very large degree during tl\e 
earlier years of the retention of the boys in said institution^ that 
then longer confinement therein is not to their interest or the 
public good; and that when any boy has arrived at the age of 
dghteen years his reformation should have been so far elSected 
that his discharge is rendered safe, or if not, that further 
attempts to secure his reform are not likely to be successful, 
and that the longer continuation of any such boy or boys in 
the School does him or them little or no real good, and is to 
an extent that many may not appreciate detrimental to the 
highest interest of those inmates who may and probably can 
and will be fully reformed, educated, and made useful citizens, 
and to this end we recommend the passage of the accompany- 
ing bill, entitled : 

'^ A bill to amend sections 10 and 12 of an act entitled ' An 
act to establish a House of Gorrection for juvenile offenders,' 
approved February 10, 1855, as amended by act number 250 of 
the laws of 1861, being sections 8135 and 8137 of chapter 268 
of the compiled laws of 1871." 

Begarding as your committee do the education of the boys 
in this School as of the utmost importance, and feeling that 
the hours of labor and study are at present so arranged that 
this purpose of the School is to a large degree defeated, and 
that this, as it seems to us, grievous neglect of the highest 
interest of the whole people may be rendered impossible, here- 
with report the bill entitled 

A bill regulating the hours of labor and study in the Beform 
School, 
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Without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Your committee haye also given careful consideration to the- 
financial necessities of the School, and the repairs and improve- 
ments deemed desirable on the buildings and other property 
belonging to the institution by the Board of Control ; and to 
the end that the School may be made as perfect in all its 
arraogements as is possible^ and that the interest of the tax- 
payers may be at the same time carefully guarded, we here- 
with report back to the Senate with amendments, 

A bill making appropriations for the Beform School for the 
years 1873 and 1874, • 

Becommending that the amendments be concurred in, and 
that the bill, when so amended, do pass, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

GEO. M. DEWEY, Chairman^ 
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Sbctioi?^ 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact y That 
within fifibeen dajs after the passage of this act, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate^ the Governor shall appoint 
three suitable persons^ residents of the State, to be called and 
known as ^^ The Board of State Commissioners, for the gen- 
eral supervision of Charitable, Penal, Pauper, and Beforma- 
tory Institutions/^ who shall hold their office respectively for 
the period of two, four, and six years, as indicated by the Gov- 
ernor in making the appointments; and all appointments 
thereafter made, except to fill vacancies, shall be for the period 
of six years. Any vacancy occurring in said board, by reason 
of removal, resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled by the 
Governor, the appointment in any case thus made to be sub- 
ject to ratification or rejection by the Senate at the first regular 
session following such appointment. The Governor may 
remove any member of said board for misfeasance or malfeas* 
a&oe in office. 

^c. 2. Before entering upon the discharge of their duties, 
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each of the said Commissioners shall take and subscribe before 
the Secretary of State, who shall file the same in his office, the 
constitutional oath of. office. The said Commissioners shall 
have power to appoint a secretary, not of their number, whose 
duties they may prescribe and whose salary they may establish 
and determine. 

Sec. 3. The said Commissioners, by one of their number, or 
by their secretary, shall, at least once in each year, visit and 
examine into the condition of each and every of the city and 
county poor-houses, county jails, or other places for the deten- 
tion of criminals or witnesses; and the said board, or a major- 
ity thereof, with their secretary, shall, at least once in etach 
year, visit and examine the Beform School, State Prison, 
Detroit House of Correction, and State and county asylums 
for the insane, and the deaf, dumb, and blind, and for the 
purpose of ascertaining the actual condition of the institutions 
by them or by either of them visited, the method of instruc- 
tion, government^ or management therein pursued, the official 
conduct of the superintendents or other officers and employes 
in charge thereof, or connected therewith, the condition of the 
buildings, grounds, or other property thereunto belonging, and 
the facts as to all other matters in any manner pertaining to 
the usefulness and proper management of the institutions, 
poor-houses, and jails above named. They, or either of them, 
and their secretary, shall have free access thereto at any and 
all times, and shall have authority to administer oaths and 
examine any person or persons in any way connected with or 
having knowledge of the condition, management, and disci- 
pline of such institutions, jails, or poor-houses, as to any mat- 
ters or inquiries not contrary to the purposes or provisions of 
this act 

Sec. 4. The said Commissioners shall receive no compensa- 
tion for their time or services, except as hereinafter particularly 
provided; but the actual expenses of each of them, while 
engaged in the performance of their duties under this act, and 
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any actual outlay for stationery, oflSce rent, or any necessary 
aid or assistance required in examinations or investigations, on 
being fully stated in account and verified by the affidavit of 
the Commissioner or Commissioners making the charge, and 
approved by the Governor, shall be paid quarterly by the State 
Treasurer on the warrant of the Auditor General, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; and the 
secretary of said board shall be paid in like manner : Provided, 
That the entire expense of said board or commission, includ- 
ing their compensation for services, as required by the seventh 
section of this act, and the salary and traveling expenses of 
their, secretary, shall not exceed the sum of three thousand 
dollars per annum. 

Sec. 5. No member of said board, or their secretary, shall be 
either directly or indirectly interested in any contract for 
building, repairing, or furnishing any institution, poor-house, 
or jail which by this act they ai'e authorized to visit and 
inspect; nor shall any officer of such institution, jail, or poor- 
house be eligible to the office of Commissioner hereby created, 
nor shall any two members of said board be residents of the 
same county. 

Sec. 6. On or before the first day of October, in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and in each second year 
thereafter, the said board shall report in writing to the Gov- 
ernor, fully, the result of their investigations, together with 
such other information and recommendations as they may 
deem proper, including their opinions and conclusions as to 
the necessity of further legislation to iniprove the condition 
and extend the usefulness of the various State, county, and 
other institutions by them visited ; and the said Commissioners, 
or either of them, shall make any special investigation into 
alleged abuse in any of the institutions which by this act they 
are authorized to visit, whenever the Governor shall so direct, 
and report the result there of to him at such reasonable time 
as he shall prescribe. And whenever any abusive treatment 
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of those confined in any of said institutions shall come to the 
knowledge of said commissioners^ which, in their opinion, 
requires immediate attention and redress, they shall forthwith 
report the facts of snch abusive treatment to the Governor, 
with such recommendations for the correction of the same as 
they shall deem proper. 

Sec. 7. And the said board, in addition to the duties above 
prescribed, shall make a thorough examination of all the penal, 
criminal, or other laws of the State relating to the i)enal or 
reformatory institutions by them to be visited, or in any wise 
relating to the custody and punishment of criminals, and the 
care and confinement of the county poor and pauper insane, 
for the purpose of a revision of such laws by the Legislature 
at the first regular session following the passage of this act ; 
and to accomplish this end, said board sliall collect together 
all acts and parts of acts in any manner pertaining to the 
control^ punishment, and reformation of criminals, and to the 
care and custody of the county poor and pauper insane, and 
shall report the same fully to the Governor, on or before 
November first, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, together 
with such revision, amendments, and suggestions for the 
improvement thereof as to such board shall be deemed neces- 
sary and expedient ; the report thus made to be submitted to 
the Legislature by the Governor. And each of said board, for 
the time actually required and expended in the discharge of 
his duties under this section, shall be entitled to demand and 
receive such reasonable compensation as shall be approved by 
the Governor, and which shall be paid in the manner heretofore 
provided for the payment of their actual traveling and other 
necessary expenses: Provided, That said board shall not per- 
form the duties provided in this section if any law shall be 
enacted at this session of the Legislature aithorizing the same 
work by any other board or commission. 

Sec. 8. Nothing in this act shall be construed as impairing 
the authority or interfering with the duties of the Board of 
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Inspectors of the State Prison, and the Board of Control of 
the Beform School, or with the daties of the Board of Control, 
Tmstees, Commissioners, or Inspectors of any other charitable, 
penal, or reformatory institution of this State. 
Approved April 17, 1871. 

2 



REPORT. 



To His Excellency, Henry P. Baldwin^, 
' Governor of the State of Michigan : 

In, your message transmitted to the Legislature at its 
biennial session in January, 1871, you recommended the 
establishment by law of a Board of State Commissiofiers, 
who should have the supervision, and to some extent, the 
control of all penal and reformatory institutions, then or 
thereafter to be established in the State. 

Acting upon the suggestion, the Legislature, by an act 
approved April 17, 1871, provided by law for the appointment 
of a Board of State Commissioners for the general supervision 
of charitable, penal, pauper and reformatory institutions. 

By virtue of this act, a Board consisting of Charles I. 
Walker, William B. Williams, and Henry W. Lord having been 
appointed, and each member having taken and filed the Con- 
stitutional oath of oflBce, the members met at the city of 
Detroit on the 21st day of September, 1871, and organized by 
electing Charles L Walker Chairman, and Charles M. Croswell 
Secretary. At a subsequent meeting a code of by-laws was 
adopted, and the Board entered actively upon the work 
assigned to it The Commissioners have the general over- 
sight of the State Prison, Reform School, House of Correction, 
State and county asylums for the insane, and the deaf, 
dumb, and blind, and of the county jails and county poor- 
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houses. Their powers are solely of a visitational character, and 
are limited to inspection, investigation, and practical sugges- 
tions. They, or a majority of them, with their Secretary, are 
required once in each year to visit the aforesaid State institu- 
tions, and within the same time, one of them, or their 
secretary, shall visit and examine into the condition of the 
county jails and county poor-houses. They are to ascertain 
and report the actual condition of the buildings, grounds, and 
other property thereunto belonging, with the government and 
discipline therein pursued, the method of instruction, the 
official conduct of the Superintendents or other officers or 
employes in charge thereof or connected therewith, and all 
other facts pertaining to the usefulness and proper manage- 
ment of such institutions, which may come to the knowledge 
of the Commissioners. For the purposes of this examination, 
they are entitled to have free access, at any and all times, to 
such institutions, and are authorized to examine, on oath, any 
person connected therewith. They are to report in writing to 
the Governor, on or before the first day of October, 1872, and 
in each second year thereafter, the result of their investiga- 
tions, together with such recommendations as they may deem 
proper. If there shall come to their knowledge any abusive 
treatment of the inmates of such institutions, requiring 
immediate redress, they shall forthwith report the same to the 
Governor, and whenever the Governor shall require, shall 
make special investigation into any alleged abuses. 

In addition to the before mentioned duties, they are required 
to collect and thoroughly examine all the penal and criminal 
laws of the State, and report the same, with such revision,^ 
amendments, and suggestions for the improvenient thereof, as 
as they may deem necessary and expedient, to the Governor, 
on or before the first day of November, 1872. It will thus be 
seen that the Board has been created for the purpose of gath- 
ering facts and information in reference to the workings of 
the public institutions of the State, and of the amount of good 
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they are accomplishing, with the yiew of securing, if possible, 
a more uniform, efficient, and improved system of management 
thereof, and of promoting such reforms as shall most effectively 
conduce to diminish suffering and crime, and accomplish the 
greatest good results in the treatment of the dependent, dis- 
eased and criminal classes. 

Although this commission has no power whatever to make 
any changes in the actual management or mode of conducting 
these State and county institutions, it may, by inspection, sug- 
gestion, and comparison, aid in making them more effective for 
the purposes for which they are designed. Thorough inspec- 
tion — especially if the time that it will take place is not known 
— stimulates to greater watchfulness and care on the part of 
officials, and often points out and brings to light for correc- 
tion defects that otherwise might have long remained uncared 
for and unnoticed. Comparison of our institutions with each 
other, and with similar ones elsewhere, enables us to profit by 
the wisdom and experience of others, and to appropriate what- 
ever we may deem of value, and reject whatever we may regard 
as worthless in the results of labor elsewhere. 

VISITATIONS. 

During the present year this Board has repeatedly visited 
the several State Institutions placed under its general inspec- 
tion, as well as the Detroit House of Correction ; and within 
the same time the Secretary has visited nearly all the county 
jails and poor-houses in the State that could be conveniently 
reached. The results of these visits, with such suggestions 
and recommendations as to the Board seem important, are 
herewith submitted. 

THE STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

The public institutions of the State of Michigan are 
objects of just pride to her people, and most cheerfully have 
they provided for their support. Established upon a broad 
comprehensive scale, and wisely managed, they have attained 
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a completeness and success, alike creditable to the institutions 
and honorable to the State. 

STATE PRISOK. 

This is the principal penal institution of the State^ and is 
nearly as old as the State Oovernment, having been established 
in 1839, only some three years after the admission of Michigan 
into the Federal Union. 

Located at the city of Jackson, in the central part of the 
State, amid a net-work of railroads, it is conyenient and easy 
of access. The prison grounds embrace some thirty acres of 
land within the corporate limits of the city, and the prison 
walls, which have recently been re-constructed in a good and 
substantial manner, enclose about ten and a half acres. These 
grounds are so situated that with little expense they might be 
much beautified by means of lawns, shrubbery, and shade trees. 
The whole number of convicts committed to the prison during 
the entire period of its existence is four thousand four hun- 
dred and twenty-four, and the number confined therein, at the 
present time, is five hundred and eighty-eight. Of these last, 
six are females convicted of high crimes, and sentenced to 
imprisonment for life, or for a long term of years. The small 
number of females is owing to the fact that nearly all, except 
those sentenced for life, have been, by provision of law, 
removed to the Detroit House of Correction. 

The prison is conducted upon what is known as the congre- 
gate system, and the prisoners labor about an average of nine 
hours each week-day during the year, in work-shops within the 
enclosure. The principal business carried on is the manufac- 
ture of furniture, wagons, agricultural implements, cigars, 
boots and shoes. The labor of the convicts is let to contract- 
ors, who, at fixed periods, of which due notice is given, bid and 
compete for it. But contractors working the men always haVe 
the advantage, for they are established in business, own the 
machinery in the shops of the prison, and are so situated that 
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they Tirtually exiclude competition. The result is that the 
labor is obtained at very low rates, especially when we remem- 
ber that the use of the shops and grounds are given to the 
contractors without charge. The present rates paid for this 
labor range from forty-eight to seventy-six cents per day for 
each man. Tasks are assigned to many of the men which 
they accomplish before the close of working hours. 

The remainder of the time they generally sit down and do 
nothing, instead of devoting it to extra work for their own 
benefit. There is a disposition to discourage over-work in the 
prison, the contractors insisting that ordinary work is fre- 
quently slighted in order to reach the over-work, and the 
Agent declaring that the additional work is prejudicial to the 
health of the convicts. Prisoners take their meals together, 
with the exception of supper, in a large dining-hall, in which 
are long tables, furnished with a plate, knife, fork, spoon and 
bowl for each. The dishes are of white crockery, and scrupu- 
lously clean. At night prisoners are locked up in separate 
cells. The whole number of cells is six hundred and forty* 
eight They are built of stone, and are eight feet four inches 
long, three feet four inches wide, and seven feet high. They 
are poorly ventilated by flues, and dimly lighted by means of 
small openings in the grated doors, which are made of flat 
bars of iron crossing each other. The cell furniture consists 
of a cot bedstead, a bed of straw, and a pillow of like material; 
these, with blankets, sheets, and a pillow-case, constitute the 
bed and bedding, while a small stool, a bucket, and a comb 
make up the balance of the furniture. Some of the cells have 
been carpeted and ornamented with pictures in a very tasty 
manner by the convicts occupying them, thus showing that, 
even behind the bars, men still appreciate and enjoy order 
and beauty. The drainage of the prison is good, being mainly 
by large sewers, with a fair fall leading to the river. Through 
some blunder in constructing the building the first tier of cells 
was placed below the surface of the ground, and, as a conse- 
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quenoe, they have always been damp. It is hoped that when 
the contemplated additions to the prison shall be completed 
there will be no further occasion for the use of these damp 
cells. In our judgment the cells are too small. With the bed 
and the articles of furniture, few as they are, there is scarcely 
room left for the convict to turn around. The air must of ne- 
cessity become impure, as it can hardly be changed by means 
of the flues as fast as bad air is generated, and confinement in 
such a tomb for the liviug borders too strongly on cruelty. 

For the first time in its history, within a few years past, the 
prison has been made self-sustaining. It is a relief to tax-pay- 
ers to understand that it can be so managed, as from its earn- 
ings to pay its cuiTent expenses, without any drain for this 
purpose on the Treasury of the State. In this result there is 
the additional satisfaction, that since its attainment improve- 
ments of a humane and ameliorating character, tending greatly 
to benefit the condition of the convicts, have steadily been 
made in the discipline of the prison. The power of kindness 
has been brought into more active operation, the character of 
punishments modified, and the number of them greatly 
lessened. 

A system of rewards has been devised and partly put in 
effect, so that now, at the end of each month, the convict who 
has conformed to the rules of the prison receives a card, as 
evidence of good behavior. Officers say that it is astonishing to 
see how the men prize these cards, treasuring them up, or 
sending them away to their families ; and that the effect of 
these little rewards is excellent in controlling the prisoners 
and stimulating them to good conduct. Again, some of the 
old features of prison life, tending to destroy the self-respect 
of the imprisoned have been removed, and the change seems 
to work well. Thus the rule requiring the men to labor with 
their. eyes constantly upon their work has been modified, and 
there is no longer that down-cast, "hang-dog" expression 
which formerly seemed to be peculiar to such convict. There 
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lias also been a greater infusion of educational agencies. An 
hour on each Sabbath is now devoted to secular instruction^ 
and numbers of convicts who came into the prison unable to 
read or write, through the training of this school, have 
acquired these primary elements of education. Interesting 
lectures and readings are more frequent than formerly, and 
many of the men, stimulated by the desire thus created for 
good reading, have voluntarily given up the use of tobacco 
for the privilege of becoming regular subscribers to some one 
of our leading monthly magazines. Twice a week, after dinner, 
the agent selects and reads for fifteen minutes to the prisonera 
in the dining-hall, some interesting and instructive piece. 

The general expression of those who have observed the 
effect of these readings is, that they are beneficial and should 
be continued. There were, however, some in charge, who said 
" that the reading of scientific pieces took up the time of the 
prisoners, made them feel above their business as convicts, 
and was detrimental to the general discipline of the prison. 
The gist of the objection was, that it iniringed upon work 
hours, as though unremitting toil, and nothing else, would be 
of benefit to men in prison. 

The prison continues the practice which it some years ago 
inaugurated of giving special privileges to its prisorers on 
public holidays. The custom is believed to be beneficial, mak- 
ing the convict more cheerful and impressing him with a con* 
viction that an interest is still felt in his welfare. 

An excellent dinner and short addresses constitute the order 
of the day on these occasions. A slight improvement has also^ 
been made in the dress of the inmates, the stripe in the cloth- 
ing not being quite as distinct as formerly. We hope the time 
may soon come when all fantastical dress of this kind may 
be changed for a plain one of uniform color. 

We cannot learn that the parti-colored dress has been of 
any assistance in the capture of escaped prisoners, and now, 
that the prison is made secure by the completion of its walls.. 
3 
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we trust that this badge of the clown, tending to unnecessary 
degradation, may be abolished. 

Each time that the members of this Board have viuted the 
prison they have found the halls, cells, and rooms tidy, clean, 
and sweet, without any of that unpleasant odor known as the 
^^prison-smell." The prisoners generally look well, and have 
none of the haggard, sullen expression that indicates hard 
treatment. In some of the shops the keepers informed us that 
not a man had been reported for discipline for a long time. 
The food is excellent of its kind, the amount furnished suffi- 
cient, and the general management of the prison, so far as we 
can judge, humane and good. 

While we thus bear witness to many marked improvements 
that have been made in the general management and conduct 
of the prison, adding to its efficiency and usefulness, we feel 
that many important changes are yet essential to make it what 
it should be. 

There is in the general appearance of the prison a dingy, 
dirty, repulsive look, that in addition to the shabbiness of some 
of the buildings, gives it a peculiarly sullen, forbidding, and 
almost neglected air. There might be some apology for this 
if the influence was to make men dread the prison and keep 
out of it ; but as the number of inmates are not lessened 
thereby, there is scarcely an excuse for such a dilapidated 
presentation. 

The small female prison in the center of the yard is wholly 
unfit for the purpose to which it is devoted, and ought to be 
torn down, and other provision made for its inmates. Female 
prisoners ought never to be kept in the heart of a great prison 
— ^in the very midst of a large body of men. 

A change for the better ought also to be made in the man- 
ner of oaring for convicts who have become insane after their 
admission into the prison. There are ten such confined in 
separate cells in a building on the prison grounds, expressly 
built for such purpose. The cells are large, being eight feet 
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square and nine feet higb. There seems^ howevery to be an 
insufficient number^ as the Agent informed us that be has 
four or five men in prisou^ beside those confined here, whose 
condition is such that they ought to be placed in this depart- 
ment, but cannot for want of cell room. The inmates receiTC 
no treatment whatever for their malady, and are kept in 
constant confinement. When we remember that insanity 
sweeps away a knowledge of the difference between right and 
wrong and destroys all responsibility, while we admit that 
there is necessity for such restraint as shall secure the insane 
from harming themselyes or others, we insist that it should be 
of a humane character, with the application of such remedies 
and treatment as may be likely to restore the mind to a sound 
ccmdition. To punish a luHadc, even though he may be a 
criminal, is inhuman; and to confine him without proper 
care and treatment for cure is punishment. 

Another great defect is the want of a proper schoolroom, a 
convenient chapel, and a comfortable hospital. These, with 
better facilities for washing and bathing, are pressing wants 
that we suppose will be supplied by the construotion of the 
proposed additions. 

If the few books pointed out to us constitute the ^^ prison 
Mbraiy,'' then it needs replenishing at once, for they were few 
in number, and in a miserable condition. A member of this 
Board declared that 'Hhe whole lot was not worth eighte^i 
pence,^ and his valuation was not fax out of the way. Good 
books impart knowledge, and, if they are of an interesting and 
entertaining character, must be of especial value to a prisoner, 
occupying his thoughts, diverting them from gloomy reflec- 
tions, and beguiling the weary hours of confinement. We 
thought if the prisoners that we saw, who had finished their 
tasks and were sitting down demurely waiting for quitting 
time to come, had been supplied with books, many would have 
read them and relished them. 

Some change should also be made in the future in contracts 
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for the labor of convicts, if the contract system is to be main- 
tainedy to the end that brief time may be allowed prisoners, 
during the week-days, for school purposes. Experience has 
already demonstrated the advantage of the school, which is 
now held only one hour in the week, and that on the Sabbath, 
and the eagerness with which many of the prisoners embrace 
this opportunity to acquire the first rudiments of an education, 
shows that they certainly ought to have more time and better 
facilities for this purpose. 

In the large majority of the prisons of the United States 
secular instruction is imparted. In some, Saturday afternoon 
is appropriated to this purpose ; in others, an hour in the 
afternoon of each week day, while others devote a short time 
in the fore part of the evening to this object. Prison officers, 
and others who have carefully observed the effect, declare that 
it is beneficial upon the convict and in the discipline of the 
prison. 

The system of labor seems to us defective, in that the 
imprisoned, in too many instances, are kept constantly at a 
subdivision of work that will be of no especial advantage to 
them when they leave the prison. A man may learn to sew a 
seam in leather, or drive nails in the heel of a boot, but if kept 
continuously at this kind of work, he will never become a 
skillful boot or shoe-maker. When it is possible, especially in 
the case of long-time prisoners, a full trade should be taught, 
through which a man, when freed from prison, may be enabled 
to earn his living. Facts prove that with a good trade and a 
little education, a convict is rarely found serving a second 
term in prison, while if nothing is done to put him in the way 
of permanently maintaining himself he. is almost sure to be 
returned. 

In this connection we may add that there seems to be a neces- 
sity for some better system for caring for convicts of all classes 
after their discharge from our penal institutions. At present 
a prisoner is sent out from the State Prison with a suit of 
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plain clothes and five or ten dollars in money, to make his way 
through the world as best he can. With the odium of his 
imprisonment clinging to him, he finds it difiicnlt to obtain 
work, and often, from want of a little encouragement, becomes 
the yictim of old habits and relapses into crime. 

Some organized systematic effort should be made to prevent 
such results. If we knew the history of the four thousand and 
upward who, during its existence, have gone out from this 
prison, we apprehend that we should find that many had failed 
to lead better lives because society turned the cold shoulder 
upon them, and repelled all their efforts to pursue an honest 
and industrious calling. 

Massachusetts has a State agent, whose duty it is to specially 
look after convicts upon their discharge from prison, to assist 
them to obtain employment, and by encouragement and kind 
ofiSoes, to save them from falling into their former criminal 
practices ; and some other States accomplish the same result 
through the agency of a prison association organized for that 
purpose. 

We had supposed that some funeral services were usually 
held in chapel of the prison, over the remains of a deceased 
convict, but we are informed by the agent that nothing of the 
kind takes place. We suggest whether brief burial services, 
conducted in such cases, in the presence of all or a portion of 
the convicts, would mot produce a good impression upon the 
men. 

As the prison is quite likely during the coming year to be 
largely remodeled, may not the new arrangement be made in 
Bach manner as to provide for some general classification of 
the inmates ? If a division was made whereby young crimi- 
nals and first offenders, with others not hardened in crime, 
whose conduct gives assurance of a change for the better, were 
measurably removed from the contamination of intimate asso- 
ciation with more depraved criminals, and had better oppor- 
tunities for educational and moral training, would not the 
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etteet enlarge the capacity of the prison for good, without 
maferially increasing expense? We are informed by the 
agent that there are, in his opinion, many in the prison who 
are not bad at hearty but who have become criminals through 
the force of strong temptation, or surrounding circumstances. 
This division would place the class referred to under discipline 
best adapted to their wants, and at the same time would give 
them a fair opportunity to fit themselves for better lives, 

DETBOIT HOUSE OF COBBECTIOK. 

Although this is a municipal prison, owned and controlled by 
the city of Detroit, in which the State has no direct interest of 
oWBefthip, it is nevertbeless entitled to be ranked ainong the 
for^fiaost of our Statis penal institutionB, for the reason thai it 
receives annually, from all pafts of the State as well as from 
tiMf dty of Detroit, criminals convicted of misdemeanors, and 
forms one of the most important links in our whole pnmm 
syirtem, beitig especially adapted for that class of offenders ^o 
ought not to be committed to the jails or to the State Peidtaii* 
tiary. Besides, this is is the only prison that receives to any 
considerable extent the female eonvicts of the State. It ham 
acquired an extended reputation, and is recognised thirough- 
out the country as a model institution of its kind. With a 
si^rintendent who has made the management of prisons not 
only a study bat the practical business of years, devoting all 
his best energies to this work, he has made this prison in many 
respects a remarkable success. In the matter of finance the 
House of Correction has not only proved self-sustaining» but 
during its existetioe has earned one hundred and three thou- 
sand and four dollars and fifty cents ($103,004 50) over and 
abov'e its current expenses, a diowing which but very few 
prisons, if any, can make. 

Prisoners in this institution are principally employed in tiie 
manu&cture of chairs and c^ars. The contract system is not 
adopted. The superintendent purchases stock, causes it to be 
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made up, and when manufactured disposes of the goods. The 
gratifying exhibit of financial success made by this prison^ is 
OTidence that prison labor, in some instances at least, may be so 
managed by competent officers as to become a source of profit. 

The discipline of this prison seems to us very simple. Obedi- 
ence, order, and cleanliness are most strictly enforced. There 
are no grades in the male department, and none, unless it be 
a transfer to the House of Shelter, in the female department. 
Bewarda for good conduct are used only to a yery limited 
extent, the privilege of over wool, or a chair, or some other 
little article of cell furniture, being about the only stimulus 
of this kind given to the prisoners. The prison dress is not 
in use, and flogging with the laah, or otherwise, has been 
abolubed. 

As conoderable ocnnplaint has been made with respect to 
t)ie mode adopted here for discijdining ctfend^trs, it being 
inflicted that what the Superintendent calls '* treatment ^^ is 
nothing less than a severe mode of punishment more cruel 
than the use of the lash, we have taken some pains to asoer- 
tain tii6^metbod of discipline and the eflbct thereof. It mu9t 
be ia^arent to every thoughtfol person who Tisits this institu- 
tion, that there is power, control, and the exercise of authority 
in every department, and that the direeting power governing 
and controlling all with a firm and steady himd is the Super* 
intandent. Oonvicts coming into the jHriflcm are quick to see 
and appreciate this, and are made to floel at once that they 
muflt conform to the rules, and yield imjdicit obedience to 
tboae in authority. They are not closely watched, but each, 
as fiur aa possible, is placed in a great measure upon his own 
good behavior, and encouraged, through self-control, to so reg- 
ulate his conduct as to restrain any tendency to disobedience 
or wrong doing. It is sought to teach convicts that they must 
govern themselves, and that the object of their imprisonment 
is to assist i^em to accomplish this purpose, in order that they 
may be better fitted for society and enabled more efllbctually 
to repel the inclination to vice. 
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If these considerations do not influence them to obedience 
and a correct deportment, any infraction of the rules meets 
with prompt and decisive action. ' The oflender is ordered to 
his cell. If he refuses to go, or in any way or manner resists, 
force, if need be, to the whole extent of the power of the prison, 
is used to accomplish this end, even though the convict may 
have to be roughly handled or injured. Once in the cell, 
which is darkened, he is left there until passion subsides and 
reflection makes him feel *and sec the necessity for different 
conduct. When noisy and violent, such offenders, in addition 
to the confinement in the cell, are fettered and fastened to the 
wall. In the great majority of cases, in a very short time the 
prisoner sends for the Saperintendent, confesses his wrong, 
and, promising obedience in the future, asks to be restored to 
his former privileges, which is almost invariably granted, after 
a few suggestions from the Superintendent, designed to show 
him the folly of his conduct, and warning him that his offense 
mtistnotbe repeated. 

We think that in all cases of violence, where convicts have 
been severely handled, it will be found that there was a neces- 
sity therefor, growing out of a spirit of revolt and actual resist- 
ance on their part, which, if not promptly overcome, would 
have imperiled the lives of those in charge, and encouraged a 
spirit of insubordination throughout the prison. On one of 
the days of our visitation a prisoner refased to work, and 
drawing a large knife, which he had sharpened and coneealed 
about his person, declared that he would use it upon any one 
who molested him. The Superintendent was called and he 
ordered him to his cell. He went there voluntarily; but it is 
plain to be seen that if ho had refused to go, force must have 
been used sufficient to overcome any resistance that he might 
make, even though he were seriously injured thereby. 

No cases of severe corporal punishment, of the use of sqch 
babarous tortures as the gag, the yoke, the shower-bath, or of 
severe discipline, other than wo have described, have come to 
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our knowledge in the course of this investigation ; and we be- 
lieve it will be found that while prompt obedience is exacted, 
and the rules of the institution strictly enforced, that it is 
sought in all cases to accomplish these results through kind- 
ness, and mild, but decided discipline, and that in the instan- 
ces where complaint has been made of personal injury, it has 
been the result of such resistance to the authority of the prison 
as it was absolutely necessary to overcome. 

The manner of the Superintendent is pleasant, kind, and 
well adapted to impress a convict with the conviction that he 
has an interest and sympathy for him, with no desire to govern 
him in a stem or oppressive way. Prisoners who have been 
sent in disgrace to their cells are free to admit that they were 
in the wrong, and that their good and the good of the institu- 
tion required that they should be thns disciplined, and that 
no part of the treatment had the effect to debase them, destroy 
their self respect or injure their persons. 

The educational training which this institution gives to its 
inmates is one of its most distinguishing and excellent 
features, and cannot be too highly commended. In addition 
to a school held two and one-half hours each on two evenings 
of every week, there are writing schools for both men and 
women; and every Saturday afternoon all the prisoners 
assemble in the chapel and listen to an appropriate and care- 
fiilly prepared lecture. Of the effect of these increased 
educational advantages, the Superintendent says : '^ Since 
such a large proportion of the prisoners have been brought 
thus nnder systematic and efficient instruction, and have 
became so actively interested, a very different intellectual and 
moral atmosphere seems to be present throughout the whole 
institution. The prisoners are better workmen, better as 
relates to the discipline. 

" Indeed, there is little need of discipline in the ordinary 
sense of that word as applied to prisoners. They are governed 
in their own inward life towards their companions, their 
4 



26 BEPOKT OK PENALy REFOBXATOBY^ 

officers, toward society, and I trust towards God, by noUer 
sentiments, more reasonable reflections, and better self controL 
Is not this, as far as it goes, evidence of reformation ? 

^* In view of the benefit of the school, it seems incredible 
that I should haTC spent more than twenty years in the man- 
agement of prisoners, and ncTcr until 1868 have introduced 
this measure." 

We are well satisfied that the school, as well as the institu- 
tion itself, is accomplishing a good work toward the reforma- 
tion of those committed to its charge* 

That branch of the institution, entirely separate firom it, and 
known as the House of Shelter for W<Hnen, under the care of 
its accomplished and faithful directress. Miss Emma A. Hall, 
is deserving of a more extended notice than we have time or 
space to give it. Here, in a commodioua and well^furmshed 
honae, provided with all the comforts and conveniences of a 
well-to-do &mily, we found some ten or a dozen wayward 
girls taken from bad influences, forming a little society pf their 
own, and by industry, education and refining association^, fit- 
ting themselves for lives of respectability and usefulness. 
Each inmate is provided vnt^L an ordinary-sized bed-room, 
fitted with the furniture usually found in a room of this kind. 
They take their meals together at a table in the dining-hall, 
covered with a neat table-cloth and furnished with exceli^t 
table ware and napkins. Most of the day is devoted to work, 
mainly sewing and making linen coats and pantaloons. Sing- 
ing, music on a parlor organ, evening school, readings, with a 
weekly evening gathering for conversation and social enter- 
tainment constitute the principal exercises. Culture of tixis 
kind, atnid such surroundings, cannot fail to be productive of 
great good in preparing those who receive it for useful home 
life, and we cannot but regard the House of Shelter as one of 
the best agencies for saving those likely to fall that it has been 
our province to find. 

The House of Correction is not without its defects. We 
think that the cells are too small, and on that account, 
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deddedlj objectionable. Again, there ii no dining-hal], and the 
prisoiiers take their meals separately in their cells, which 
seems to ns cold, and not calculated to produce as good an 
influence on the prisoners as a well-ordered general table* 
Neither are we satisfied that it is a good arrangement to have 
laige numbers of men and women confined within the same 
prison, no matter how vigilant the effort to keep them sep- 
arate. 

The success of this establishment seems, to us, not so much 
due to the adoption of any particular system for the govern- 
meiit of its inmates, unless it be the extraordinary efforts in 
Erection of education, as to the 2eal and efficiency of the 
Superintendent. He is, emphatically, the head of the instita-* 
laoi^ and every department of it is perraded with his enthti- 
siittttii and in8]»ration. 

BBfOBH SOHOOIi. 

Soon after the organization of this board, serious charges of 
'cruelty lu discipline were made in the newspapers against the- 
otRiXfTB of the Beform School. An investigation of its affairs 
was ordered by the Governor, and a long and thorough exam- 
ination took pliEice, of parties who had been or were at that 
time connected with the School. The result exonerated the 
Superintendent from the charge of gross cruelty which had 
been made against him. There were, however, some features 
in the discipline and in the educational and other departments^ 
that seemed to require revision, in order that this institution 
might produce satisfactory results, and continue to meet the 
expectations of the public. These objectionable phases were 
kindly pointed out, the affairs of the School freely disqpssed, 
and such changes advised as to this Board seemed essential for 
the best welfare of said School. The report embodying these 
conclusions and suggestions is appended hereto, and we would 
respectfully renew the recommendations therein contained. 

It is a matter of especial gratification that such changes 
have already been made, as it is hoped will improve the educa- 
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tional department, modify the disciplino, and create that con- 
cert of action among the officers of the institution without 
which it cannot thriye. 

A recent visit to the School satisfied us that in many respects 
it has already greatly improved. All the officers now seem to 
work harmoniously together, punishments are less frequent, 
and are not inflicted by subordinates as formerly. The mode 
of dealing with offenders has been greatly changed, confine- 
ment in a cell being substituted in most cases for the use of 
the lash. The new family house erected this season, and now 
progressing to completion, will make provision for a more com- 
plete classification of the boys. A movement, too, has been 
made in the direction of additional amusements ; and although 
this is nothing but a pole on the play-ground for gymnastic 
exercises, it is, we hope, the beginning of a more extended 
provision for harmless diversions especially suited to boy life. 
The buildings have not been overlooked. Many of the dor- 
mitories have been renovated and ceiled anew on all sides, — ^the . 
old rickety front steps and the worn out door-sills have given 
place to new ones, and various repairs have made the premises 
&r more inviting and comfortable than they formerly were. 
The whole establishment is tidy and in good order, and, with 
218 inmates, not one of whom is sick or in the hospital, all 
well clad, and seeming as cheerful and contented as could be 
expected under the restraint and confinement necessarily inci- 
dent to their situation, we feel assured that they fare as well as 
they ever have, and that the school is establishing itself upon 
a broader and better basis, and with its increased facilities, will 
in the future produce more satisfactory results than ever 
before.* 

The most hopeful field of labor for the prevention of crime 
is among our juvenile population, and no pains should be 
spared in the use of all proper instrumentalities to keep them 
from the paths that go down to destruction. A good home, 
the acquisition of a trade, and a fair amount of schooling are 
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undoubtedly among the yery best means for the accomplish- 
ment of this object, and public institutions for the training 
and reformation of children should constantly keep this end 
in view. 

They should partake as little of the character of a prison as 
is possible, consistent with the safe keeping and discipline of 
the wards. The well regulated family is the true model, and 
institutional life should conform to it as far as practicable, 
dispensing as much as possible with bolts, bars, and prison 
features, and treating its inmates as neglected children, who 
need better care that they may be shielded from temptation 
and improper associations, and thus be provided with such a 
degree of practical intelligence and knowledge of work, as 
will enable them to become self-reliant and competent for self- 
control. 

While the State stands in the position of loco parentis to 
the wayward little ones, it should see that these purposes are 
not thwarted, and opposite results accomplished. We are 
informed by one, long associated with our Beform School, 
that boys retained there for a' great number of years become 
so accustomed to the institutional life, depending not upon 
themselves but upon the provision made for them, that they 
lose their self-independence, and go from thence without 
knowledge of a trade or skilled labor^ and in a condition 
utterly unfit to care for themselves. We are still strongly 
impressed with the fact that boys, as a general thing, remain 
too long in the School, and that more efficient measures should 
be adopted to provide them with good homes in private fami- 
lies. In truth, the School should simply retain most of these 
boys until suitable places can be found for them elsewhere, 
where they may be taught useful trades and fitted to become 
good and industrious citizens. The very appearance of a 
necessity for the exercise of penal restraint and discipline over 
such children, should be avoided at the earliest practicable 
period, and they assigned to the supervision and care of private 
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With such watchfdl care does Massachiifletts look 
after her wards that she has proyided a State agent, whose 

especial business it is to see that good places are seemed for 
snch dependent children. In addition, the agent is required to 
visit them from time to time, and ascertain if they are well 
treated and kindly cared for. 

There is another feature in this agency that seems to ns 
deserving of consideration. No child can be sent to an insti- 
tation of a penal character nntil a complete history of the case 
and a fall understanding of the &cts are laid before the State 
Agent, who then appears, if need be, even against the parents, 
in defense of the child. Thus it is only when the o(»nmission 
of criminal acts is clearly proved, and the tendency to crime 
demonstrated as absolately certain, that a child can bear the 
taint of imprisonment in a penal institution. In not a &w 
instances in our own State, parents and others having children 
in charge, for the purpose of ridding themselves of their sup- 
port, manage upon some ^ trumped up " accusation to haVe 
them sent to the Beform School, and thus thrust upon the 
State the care and cost of theif maintenance. 

A visitor to our Beform School became interested in a boy 
twelve years of age, who had been committed for theft. iGhdn- 
ing the confidence of the lad, he was shocked to hear him. 
declare that he hated his mother. The visitor told him^hat 
it was not right to speak thus of a parent, and called his ^Men- 
tion to the commandment requiring him to honor his fadiher 
and mother. With much agitation the boy replied iSikslk he 
could not love his mother, for she had wronged him and xcansed 
him to be shut up there when he was not to blame. A subse- 
quent investigation of the case proved the hofs statements to 
be correct The mother was carrying on an illicit intereouj»e 
with a paramour, and fearing discovery and exposure through 
the boy if he remained about the house, charged him witii 
stealing from her, and took this means to get rid of him. 
Other instances of thus committing boys unjustly to tiiis 
I'nstitution have also come to our knowledge. 
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Frequently, too, magistrates, without mach investigation or 
thought, commit children to the School who ought not to go 
there. Some provision should be made to guard against this 
^asy facility for putting a mark of crime upon unprotected 
^nd sometimes innocent children. In this connection we 
woald suggest whether a parent, whose means are sufficient 
for the purpose, should not pay the cost of his child's main- 
tenance in a State reformatory institution, when perhaps, 
through his agency the child is thus committed, he having by 
reason of his own vices been instrumental in leading his child 
into the ways of crime. As a general rule, the parent is held 
responsible for the maintenance and acts of his children, and 
we see no reason why he should not contribute to the support 
of his child, when, because of vices for which he may be 
largely responsible, it is committed to the custody of the State. 

A REFORM SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

Is much needed, and it has occurred to us that an admirable 
beginning for such an institution may be found in the House 
of Shelter at Detroit With greater capacity, and provision 
for receiving andfc training little girls who are just entering 
upon a life of vice, its usefulness would be very much increased, 
and it made to admirably subserve aU the ends of a reform- 
atory of this character. 
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REFORM SCHOOL INVESTIGATION REPORT. 

The following is the report on the Beform School investiga- 
tion referred to on page 27 : 

* * To His ExeeBeneff, Henry P, Balduin, Goternor of the State of Michigan r 

" In accordance with the instructions of your Excellency^ 
the Board of State Ccmmiesioners for the general supervision 
of Charitahle, Penal, Pauper and Reformatory Institutions, 
have at different times yisited the Reform School at Lansing, 
and made such investigation of the general management 
thereof, and of the care and treatment of the inmates, as time 
and opportunity would allow. A large amount of testimony 
has been taken, especially with reference to the alleged cruel- 
ties which, for some time past, have been rumored to have 
taken place in the institution under its present management. 
This testimony is appended hereto for the examination and 
consideration of your Excellency. 

** At the very threshold we were met with the statement that 
this examination was of a judicial character, in the nature of 
an ordinary trial. It was insisted by the members of the 
Board of Control, and the Superintendent of the School, that 
the hearing should be open and public, that they should be 
confronted with the witnesses, have the privilege of cross-exam- 
ining them, and be permitted to resort to all the means usually 
employed by defendants in a court of justice, in the same man- 
ner as if charges were pending against them in a judicial 
tribunal. As the organic law of the State expressly provides 
that the judicial power shall be vested in its courts, and thus 
positively excludes any other department from the exercise of 
this power, it is clear that such an investigation could not be 
a judicial proceeding. Nor is it strictly analogous to a judi- 
cial trial, for there is no prosecution, no defendant, no power in 
this Board to adjudicate and determine the questions in volved^ 
Its power is limited to a mere investigation of the facts and 
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an expression of opinion thereon. It is an inquiry made for a 
collateral purpose — that is, to gather facts for the information 
of another. When this is done, its mission in the matter is at 
an end. The primary object of such an investigation is not to 
impeach or sustain individual character, but secure the State 
against official mismanagement ; and there is nothing, that we 
are aware of, in precedent or practice, requiring it to be tied 
down by the strict technical rules that govern the proceed- 
ings of courts. Consequently, this Board felt that the exam- 
ination should be conducted in such a manner as, in the 
judgment of its members, would best subserve the interests of 
the institution, and bring to their knowledge all the facts per- 
taining to the management thereof. It was thought that the 
examination had better not be an open one, because some of 
the testimony at least promised to be strongly prejudiced, and 
of such a character that its general publication might have a 
tendency to create a groundless impression agaiast the insti- 
tution ; besides, the indications were that some of the evidence 
would be unfit for open publication on the ground of decency, 
and if thus spread abroad it would quite surely come to the 
knowledge of the boys of the School, and might be greatly 
prejudicial to the morale and discipline thereof. 

"Again, many of the witnesses would be more likely to tes- 
tify with greater freedom if examined privately and apart from 
the Superintendent There were two classes of witnesses — one 
of whom consisted largely of parties who had formerly been 
connected with the School, and between whom and the Super- 
intendent there had been personal difficulties of long standing 
on many matters pertaining to the government and affairs of 
the institution ; and it was quite apparent that placing these 
parties face to face would have the effect to enable them to 
renew their quarrels and prolong the investigation, without 
eliciting any more facts than could be gathered from a private 
examination. The other class of witnesses was made up of 
persons then in the School, and largely under the influence 
5 
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and control of the Snperintendent It might be an objeot for 
them to Btand well with him, and, if so, thej would not be 
likely to testify with the same freedom with his eye upon fhem 
that they would if nntrammeled by his presence. These con- 
siderations led this Board to decide upon a private examina- 
tion, and of the wisdom of that course it is well satisfied. 
When statements were made reflecting upon the management 
of the School, they were in substance communicated to fte 
Superintendent, and the amplest opportunity given for denial 
or explanation. Free conferences were held with the Board of 
Control, and all «uch steps taken as would seem likely to 
secure a full, fair, and impartial examination without prejudice 
or injustice to any one. 

'< We are aware that it is no easy task to properly manage 
and govern several hundred wayward boys, many of whom 
have inherited tendencies to vice and crime, and most of whom 
have been brought up without cleanliness, order, and proper 
tiBining, or under scarcely any of those restraints necessary to 
eheck their inclinations to mischief and wrong. The whole 
testimony demonstrates that many of these boys are shrewd 
adepts in the ways of wickedness, and thai to govern th^n 
wisely and well requires tact, patience, fertility of resooFoe, 
and more than ordinary ability. To win their confidence and 
sympathy, to train them to habits of neatness, industry, and 
order, and to inspire them with better purposes and nobler 
aims, is a work which can only be accomplished by slow and 
steady efforts, often repeated under most perplexing and trying 
difficulties. But in order to secure reformation there must be, 
in addition to sympathy and kindness, firm, steady discipline. 
Bules must be enforced, order maintained, and the authority 
of officers recognized and obeyed, if any good results whatever 
are to be accomplished. It is useless to think for a moment of 
conducting such an institution without a system of rules and 
regulations, and these must be enforced and obeyed, even 
though it be at the cost of bodily suffering and pain. It is 
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^ffienlt, perhaps^ to lay down any express rules for the pim*p 
ishment of bojFS in the institution. This we apprehend muffb 
be left largely to the discretion and good sense of the Snp^ia* 
tendent, who ought to have a knowledge of the charapteristios 
and peculiarities of each inmate^ so as to judge correctly as to 
the manner and degree of pmnidiment that should be inflicted 
for an offense, holding himself accountable for an abuse thexieof. 
^ This naturally leads us to consider the character and kindi 
of punishment inflicted in the School, as shown by the testi- 
mony. We think it is clear that there has been no habitual 
system of cruelty practiced in the treatment of the inmates by 
the officers of the School. Still we nsinst frankly say that ihe^ 
hare been exceptional cases of unusual and extraordinary yum-' 
ishments, and of undue severity, which seen to ns not only 
objectionable, but of sneh a character as to4)e injuriousto flie 
Selieel and these connected therewith. To compel a boy who 
has pilfered a quantity of salt te^at thereof until his stomadh 
reyoMs, and the dose operates as an emetic ; to make ano^iSier, 
who has caught a mouse, hold it in his mouth ; and to compel 
a flkird, who had befouled his bed, to wear on his face a plaster 
of bis own excrem^it in the presence of his school-fellowii tw 
an hour or more, are modes of punishment so unusual, and so 
rerolting, that we apprehend they need only to be 'mentioned 
to be condemned. If a boy is filthy, it is no reason for pun- 
ishing him in a filthy manner. If he is without self-respect, 
and in a great measure lost to shame, it will not improve him 
to lower the standard of punishment to his own level. The 
effort shonld be to improve, to elevate ; and this certainly 
cannot be accomplished by measures which are coarse and 
d^rading in their influence and effect. An eminent authority 
on this subject says: "There is no greater mistake in ttie 
wkole compass of prison discipline, than the studied imposition 
of personal degradation as part and parcel of the punishment. 
The tendency of such degradation is to destroy every bettor 
impulse, to extinguish every worthy aspiration.'' We certainly 
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hope that punishments of this kind may never occur again 
within the institution, and we believe they will not, at any 
rate, under the present control ; for no one seemed to express 
more regret that they should have happened than the Superin- 
tendent himself. 

" Prom the evidence before us, we are inclined to think that 
punishments have been too frequent, and sometimes more 
severe than was proportioned to the offense committed, and 
this, too, to a great extent without the knowledge of the Super- 
intendent. For years the rule requiring all punishments to be 
recorded was not observed, and during the same time another 
rule limiting the right to punish to the Superintendent, Assist- 
ant Superintendent, and Principal Teacher was also disregarded, 
and subordinates as well as the oflBcers designated by the rules 
often exercised this power. The result was that punishments 
were too frequent, and the discharge of this delicate and impor- 
tant duty too often fell into improper hands. Witnesses intro- 
duced by the Superintendent stated that in their opinion he was 
notatallaware of the extent of the chastisements that had been 
inflicted by officers and employes in the School, and upon 
being interrogated himself upon the subject, we found that he 
had no knowledge of some of the most flagrant of the punish- 
ments charged as acts of cruelty until long after they had 
transpired. As a matter of consequence, naturally resulting 
from entrusting so many with the power of correction, there 
appears to have been a great want of evenness and uniformity 
in the discipline. Boys were liable to be whipped just as hard 
as each of the subordinates might choose, and the manner of 
punishments for similar offenses varied too often according to 
the caprice of the person inflicting the same. While we do not 
conceive it to be within our present duty to discuss the ques- 
tion whether corporal punishment can be wholly, or almost 
wholly, dispensed with in conducting such an institution, we 
feel that we are correct in the statement that if u^d at all, it 
should onlv be as a last resort, when all milder mea^res have 

\ 
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failed to secure submission; and then it should always be 
inflicted either by, or in the presence and under the immediate 
direction of the Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent, 
and a full record made thereof, with the reasons therefor. In 
this way it would be inflicted more wisely and much more 
rarely than it has been. We are glad to be able to state that 
measures have been adopted to hereafter keep a complete 
record of all the punishments, with the mode and manner 
thereof, and the cause of inflicting the same. And we hope 
that in the future, whenever it shall be found necessary to 
severely chastise an oflender for his own good or for the good 
of the School, that it may be done by or under the direction 
of one of the principal officers, as prescribed by the by-laws 
for the government of the institution. 

"We cannot speak in terms of too great praise of the man- 
agement of the business department by the Superintendent. 
He is a man of great industry, loves work, has a supreme dis- 
gust for laziness, and infuses the same spirit throughout the 
establishment. The erection of new buildings, the cultivation 
and improyement of the farm, and the general conducting of 
the business affairs of the School, including the purchase of 
supplies and the keeping of accounts, have largely devolved 
upon him, and the testimony is uniform to his constant and 
unremitting care, and his untiring and successful efforts in 
this direction. Under his administration the boys have lieen 
better fed and better clothed than ever before. Additions to 
the building have been made, the grounds greatly beautified 
and improved, and a system of drainage adopted, whereby the 
general good health of the School has become remarkable. He 
has labored diligently to make the industry of the School as 
productive as possible, consistent with the welfare of the 
inmates, and seems to have managed all its business affairs 
prudently and well. In this work he has been most effectively 
aided and supported by the Board of Control, and especially 
by the member thereof resident at the Capital. 
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*^ One of the charges made against the management of the 
insintation was, that the supplies therefor had been largely pur- 
chased of members of the Board of Control^ and it was inti- 
mated that this position was being used in some instances for 
the pecuniary benefit of persons holding it It will be seen 
from the testimony that some portion of the supplies irere 
purchased by the Superintendent from members of the Board; 
but we are fully satisfied that no attempt whatever has been 
made by any member to influence this trade in his own direc- 
tion) or to make money out of his position. But a small por- 
tion of the purchases of the School hare thus been made, and 
the pHces paid hate in no instance been greater than would 
hfttd been given to others. On the contrary, we are informed 
that in not a few instanceiK they were less> for some of the sup- 
plies, though purchased in the name of a member of the Board, 
wete in fact bought fo)r the benefit of the School, and furnished 
ix) it d.t the actual codt theteo£ 

^ But white no abuse whatever has been shown in this case, 
we ^el that the precedent is an untiafe one, and ought not to 
be dOntinued> iSTo matter how fsAt such transac^ionl^ may be, 
they are apt to be looked upon with suspicion, and to give 
dtuse for petty jealousies and severe comment tJndfer such 
circumstanOed some persons will insist that there is coUcmion 
between the Superintendent and the Board, and they Bre 
playing into each oUier^s hands* Besides, a member sits in 
judgment upon his oWn account, and it leaves a door open 
which corrupt men, if any such should ever become members 
of the Board, might seek to use to their own advantage. Sim- 
ilar Boards, having control of other of our State institutions, 
are expressly prohibited by Statute law from being intet^sted 
in any contract, purchase or sale, for or on account of the 
ihstitution they have in charge> and we think the provision a 
good one, and that it should be put into practical effect in every 
such Board. They would then be wholly free from all such 
suspicions or intimations of wrong. 
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*^ We find that the training department of the School has not 
been as saccessfully conducted as the basiness department 
This, we apprehend^ is due to the fact that the time of the 
Superintendent has been so necessarily and completely occupied 
with the business of the institution that he has not been able 
to give that attention to this department which its importance 
demands. The education and culture of the children com- 
mitted to this institution seem to us of vital consequence in 
the great work of their reformation. In the ordinary course 
of events they are soon to be at large, and become members of 
aoQiety. If they are to be reclaimed from the downward coursei 
and made honestand useful citizens, the result must be accom- 
pltiied largely through the instrumentality of education. 
IgD<Mraiioe and indolence are the parents of crime, and all sta- 
tistics show that the majority of criminals are made so from 
theae causes. Give a child something useful to do, interest 
Mm, discipline his mind and store it with pure thoughts, and 
you moc^ the character and lay the foundation for a good 
life. Now it seems to us that sufficient painii have not been 
taken to make the school interesting and its exercises attractive. 
!N'early all the witnesses who testified on this subject stated 
ibat the boys exceedingly disliked to be in school, and were 
always ready and anxious to leave it, even for work. We fear 
that the school ex^cises have been made too much a contin- 
uous^ unvaried round of irksome duties, and not sufficiently 
spiced with familiar talks and illustrations, with enoourage- 
m^its, rewards, and incentives to awaken and stimulate the 
misuL Objeot lessons, pictures, and simple experiments do 
very much to make a school attractive. Children should not 
only be instructed but interested; and unless the mind is 
awakened and occupied, the school-room soon loses all charm 
and becomes a very dull place. The backward must be kindly 
encouraged, the diligent commended, and a desire and love for 
knowledge carefully inculcated, if the educational department 
is to be made a success. There should be a well devised system 
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of rewards as an encouragement to stndy and scholarship, and 
more faith on the part of teachers in the power to accomplish 
good results. 

** We were constantly reminded that the hoys were hard and 
incorrigible, that they had been sent there because they were 
yery bad, and that as crime was bred in them, the chances were 
that they would be life-long criminals. Labor, especially in 
the mental and moral field, can scarcely be expected to be as 
earnest and efTectire as it might otherwise be, when the con- 
yiction once settles upon the mind of the worker that his 
efforts are to be fruitless. Facts and statistics demonstrate 
that the worst boys can be reformed, and a large proportion of 
the yilest children committed to this and to similar institu- 
tions hare been sayed. But energy and patience, backed by 
strong faith, are essential to the accomplishment of the work. 
While many of the teachers haye undoubtedly been faithful 
and deyoted to the interests of the school, there has been 
wanting the high tone, the healthful action, indispensable to 
make this department a complete success in the great work 
entrusted to it. 

*^ The remedy for these defects we think should be: 

^^ Ist An efficient, capable assistant, who would relieye the 
Superintendent of much of the detail work now thrown upon 
him, and enable him to give more thought and attention to 
the general management of the boys entrusted to his care, 
their work, their pastime, and their education. 

<^ 2d. There should be placed at the head of the educational 
department a proi)er and able man, with a warm heart and a 
cheerful disposition, of broad and thorough culture, who 
could wisely giye direction and character to the moral and 
intellectual forces that should there be actively at work in the 
attempt to reform and elevate the inmates ; and he should be 
supported by the active co-operation of a competent corps of 
teachers, inspired with a love for the work. 

*^ In this respect there has been a marked deficiency ; and 
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while we recognize the difficulty of fully meeting this need, 
and of readily getting competent persons for these positions^ 
still we think the impediments might by effort be measurably 
overcome, and the training department of the school be placed 
on a mnch better basis. When we remember how largely the 
reclamation of these juvenile oflfenders depends upon the acqui- 
sition of useful knowledge, the formation of new habits, and 
the cnltiyation of the mind and the heart, through the instru- 
mentality of the school, we are sure that no reasonable exer- 
tion shonld be spared to make this important agency as 
effective as possible. A large room, of the character of a lec- 
ture-room, where all the scholars in the different schools could 
come together and hear recitations, debates, and pleasant and 
familiar illustrations, and talks on useful and interesting 
topics, is, we think, a much needed addition to the school 
facilities. 

^^ Then, to make this great State charity a complete success, a 
more perfect division of the boys is required. At present, 
aside from the separation of a few by means of the ^* family 
house," there is in fact no classification. Boys of all ages and 
kinds, good and bad, are mingled together. They work 
together, play together, and eat together. Kow it is plain to 
be seen that this promiscuous association is a stumbling block 
to the progress of the School, a cause of much evil therein, 
and must in many instances have the effect to make crimiaals 
of those who should, through the influences surrounding them, 
be reclaimed from the error of their ways. 

** There is a great difference in the character of the boys who 
come into the institution. Some of them are thoroughly 
vicious and bad, the oflBapring of thieves, robbers, and mur- 
derers, trained to crime and ready for any act of wickedness, 
whose reformation must be the slow work of patience and 

time. 

" Others are there from an unfortunate train of circumstances. 
They are neglected, homeless children, who have been left to 
6 
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make their way tbroagh the world as best ihej oonld, witiiont 
care or attentioD. They are not bad from any innate tendency 
to wrongy bat simply from force of circamstanoes. In some 
instances they have committed no serions offense, bat, being 
wayward and hard to control, have been sent to the institution 
through the instrumentality of parents, guardians or offio^is, 
perhaps on a trumped-np charge, for the purpose of securiag 
them a home, where they might be supported, trained, and 
cared for by the State. Thrown into intimate relations with 
older and more hardened boys, who, jeering at ewrything 
good^ take pleasure in recounting their misdeeds and figuring 
as heroes of many a vile transaction, they are corrupted and 
contaminated^ fall a prey to these bad influences, and actaaUy 
go out of the School a great deal worse than they came into it* 
It is radically wrong for these boys to be permitted to frseely 
mingle together, and thus give the more corrupt full opportu- 
nity to influence and pervert the less guilty. The State 
cannot afford to be instrumental in educating any iM>rti(m of 
the youth thus committed to its charge for lives of «in aad 
shame, and it should see that measures are speedily adopted 
which diall result in a more complete separation and clA88i& 
cation of the boys in the schooL This will be aceomplished in 
some degree by the new ^'fiEunily house'' proposed to be built 
during the coming season, for the occupancy of the smaller 
boys. And ihe evil might be further mitigated by provision 
for the removal to the Detroit House of Correction^ or to some 
intermediate prison to be provided for first offenders and 
young criminals, of such incorrigible boys, verging on man- 
hood, as give but slight promise of reformation, and are &e 
chief cause of trouble in the establishment. 

'^ We would also recommend that greater efforts be made to 
seek out and secure for these children, while they are still 
young, good places in suitable families, where they may be 
properly cared for, educated, and taught some useful trade or 
business. * We are never to forget that all institutional life is 
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simply a necessary evil, and the great work is to prepare the 
child by moral cultivation, by the habit of industry, and the 
mdffiientB of learning, to find a better home and a fair begin* 
ning for life in a respectable Christian family/ Some practi- 
cal method should be at once adapted looking to this end ; for 
ire fiJre informed that there are good boys in the institniion 
new who aare kept there simply because they have no place to 
g» Uk We think much good might be accomplished in this 
line if it was made the business of some one connected with the 
SdM>ol as a member of the Board of Control, or otherwise, to 
iiifemi the public from time to time of the number of boys in 
tbe institution that ate ready to be taken away, aud that ought 
to be proTided with homes in priyate families ; and to actiyely 
seek out by correspondence, and by other means, persons suit* 
able and willing to take and care for such children. The prac* 
tiee should not be to quietly wait until applications are made, 
b«t with ena*gy^to be busily on the alert to procure good places* 
A fdicj of this kind would seem to be a matter of economy 
ix^ tib^ Oommonwealth as well as of benefit to the children ; tor 
ii would greatly shorten the time that boys remain in the 
inifttt«ti^st, imd thus lessen to the State the cost of supporting 
them* It would also provide for maintaining by the State a 
meitt watchful care and oversight of boys sent out from the 
institQtio&k Having assumed the right of the parent to bind 
them out during the period of minority, the State should not 
set them adrift without adopting proper measures to ascertain 
from time to time the situation, treatment, and progress of 
each. Her eye should be constantly upon them to see that 
they are not made by the act of indenture to suffer a course of 
cruel and unjust treatment. Again, through this instrumen- 
tality there might be obtained a much better knowledge of 
the final result of the School. An interest could be kept up 
in discharged boys, a more complete correspondence main- 
tained with them, their subsequent history traced, and the 
effects of the institutional training in a reformatory point of 



44 RBPOBT OK PEKAL, BEFOBMATOBY, 

yiew upon their conduct and lives> clearly and satisfactorily 
shown. For these reasons we earnestly nrge the adoption of 
some such system for the more effectual accomplishment of 
this object. 

*' Some provision should be made, either by the State or by 
organized voluntary effort, to assist boys, when released from 
the School, to get proper employment, and to encourage them 
to lead uprigbt and useful lives. As it is they are discharged 
with simply a suit of clothes^ and money sufScient to carry 
them to the place from whence they came^ and often are thus 
thrust upon the world, without character, without friends and 
without a trade or means of support, to be suspected and 
shunned by most of the community, and fairly forced into the 
ways of iniquity in order to make a living. 

" Upon a full review of the evidence, we are of the opinion, 
taking into consideration the want of proper facilities for sepa- 
rating and classifying the inmates^ and excepting perhaps the 
educational department, that the general management of the 
institution has been prudent, wise^ and good* We are satisfied 
that the Superintendent is in many respects well qualified for 
the position that he holds, and while we cannot approve of the 
character of some of his punishments, or of the large liberty 
he has given subordinates to punish, we are of opinion that 
the evidence against him does not justify and establish the 
charge of extreme cruelty sought to be proved in his conduit 
toward the boys of the School. 

'^ We have thus carefully considered the whole subject, and 
have freely and frankly pointed out such mistakes and defects 
in the discipline and management of the School as seemed to 
us to require notice. In coming to the conclusions that we 
have, we have been governed by a sense of the responsibility 
resting upon us to do impartial justice to all parties concerned, 
and to promote the interests and advance the welfare of one 
of the noblest of our State charities.'* 
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JAILS. 

The State of Michigan is subdivided into seventy counties^ 
and has within its limits some fifty jails, or one to nearly every 
comity in the State. These jails contain an average popula- 
tion of about three hundred persons, and for their superin- 
tendence and care constantly employ a force throughout the 
State numbering in the vicinity of one hundred and fifty per- 
sons. In construction and appearance but very few of them 
are alike. They vary from the cheap log-pen to expensive, 
showy, and imposing edifices, some costing less than one 
hundred dollars, while the expense of others swell up to fifty 
or sixty thousand* The estimated total value of jail property 
in the State is in the vicinity of four hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and the annual cost of their maintenance may be safely 
estimated at fifty thousand dollars. In the majority of them 
the security and safe keeping of prisoners seems to have been 
the principal object in their construction, yet most are inse- 
cure for the detention of skillful and dangerous criminals. 

Breaking jail is of frequent occurrence, and without a great 
deal of watching, the adroit rogue is quite sure, through some 
defect in material or construction, to find his way out. In the 
general arrangement of the interior but little regard is paid to 
the comfort of the inmate. A small cell, destitute of furniture 
or decent bedding, fronting on a hall or corridor five or six 
feet in width, without much light or proper means of venti- 
lation, and so constructed as to deprive the occupant of a full 
supply of that necessity to health, — pure air, — constitutes the 
apartment generally provided for a prisoner. In some of them 
two, and even three, persons are lodged in bunks, one above 
the other. The air in these cells, as was the case in the Wayne 
county jail at the time of our visit there, is frequently foul 
from the odors of the privy, and the supply of light in many 
of them is so insufiicient, as the Jackson county jail well 
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illnstrateSy that those confined therein can only with difficnly 
see to read in the day-time. In some of the jails prisoners are 
locked np in these cells all the time, bnt in most of them 
tiliey mingle together promiscuoiuly in the corridor dnong 
the day^ and are only locked in aeptaaie cells at night. Tbeae 
cells are sometimes damp aad mnsty^the lower floor oonmatimg 
of laige, flat flagnrtones, laid in mason-work npon the sortee 
of ilie gronnd in such a manner as to gather dampness and 
mould. 

In onr yisit to the Marqnette jail we found water standing 
on the floor of the cells, in some instances two inches 4«QP« 
To ayoid the water and the dampness, snch of the inmates «s 
were permitted to be ont in the corridor had taken thair beds 
and placed them on the top of the cells, of which tbeBs was 
bnt one tier, with a large level space on the top. 

Prisoners have no work, no instmction, nothing to do but 
to amnse thonselTes as best they can. Here are to beliMnd 
in intimate association the old ofFender and the wayward 
youth, the former relating bis exploits, glorying in his oridoie^ 
and inspiring the latter with a desire for similar adveattiirai. 

The novice is thus made fimuUar with the ^ tricks of the 
trade,'' and goes forth prepared to operate with all the skill t)f 
the accomplished rascal, save experience. 

In the best and most expensive jails, as well as in the poor- 
est^ this association is of daily occnrrence. In the one reoenfiy 
constructed in Kent county, the most costly of any in the 
State, complete with all modem improvements, during the 
present year, we have witnessed wayward little girls cagjsd up 
with notorious prostitutes, and truant boys made the oompan* 
ions of degraded and desperate characters. In the very nature 
of things, imprisonment without labor, and the unrestrained 
association of offenders of different grades, must have the 
eflbct to increase rather than diminish the numbear of 
criminals. 

While we found most of the jails tolerably clean, some of 
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them (sernpuloosly so, the keepers eyen causing the floors to be 
scmbbed daily, and the walls to be whitewashed as often as 
onoe a month, there were others that were in a filttiy oondi* 
tion--dirt, vermin, and disorder reigning supreme. Scarcely 
any have bathing fiteilities, and in some water for the ordinary 
purpose of washing the hands and face is not always to 
be had. The food provided for prisoners in different 
counties is varied. In some the sup|dy is abundant, and 
conrists of the same articles as are served at the julm^s 
table. In others, tea, coffee, butter, and like articles of food 
are regarded as luxuries, and not allowed ; the bill of fare 
consisting of a uniform allowance of bread, with gravy, for 
breakfast, with tiie addition of meat for dinner, and mush 
and milk only for supper. In not a few of the jails the pris- 
on«ns are required to wash asid iron their under-garments or gt 
vittkout clean clothes, the Board of Supervisors making, as 
the officers say, no provision for compensating the jailor for 
such work. The result is show in the statemeut made by 
one in charge, of the Saginaw county jail, that prisoners 
there had gone for months without clean shirts. It is at least 
quite reasonable to suppose that they would do so, as the faoil- 
ities for washing are usually not very good or handy in such 
places. The effect of confinement under these circumstances 
is to make men filthy, beastly, and degraded. 

Persons violently insane may frequently be found in our 
jails for the want of other places for their safe keeping, and in 
SiMne of them there is no provision for a separation of the 
sexes. 

Witnesses and debtors, guilty of no crime whatever, are 
sometimes for months shut up with the vilest felons, and the 
innocent and guilty are thus mixed together. 

Instead of presuming every man innocent until he is duly 
tried and his guilt proven, the manner of treating men in jail 
who are awaiting trial seems to presume them guilty and sent 
to the jail for punishment instead of for detention. A large 
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proportion of those committed to jail are, on examination or 
trial, acquittedy and thns innocent men, merely suspected of 
crime, are thrown into these jails, and caged and cared for in a 
manner not much better than though they were brutes. 

These statements briefly present the true condition of many of 
our jails, and we think an examination of them must satisfy any 
fair-minded man that, as generally conducted, they are simply 
training-schools to make adepts in crime. Wc have yet to 
learn of a single instance where a person has been bettered or 
reformed by a committal to jail, while, on the other hand, we 
can point to numbers who, wo believe, have been made worse 
thereby. 

A change in this department of our penal system is abso- 
lutely required. The public should not maintain schools for 
educating men in crime, therefore the pernicious practice of 
sending those convicted of slight offenses to the county jail 
ought to be discouraged and the use of jails as places of pun- 
ishment wholly abolished. Instead of burdening the public to 
support the petty offender in Idleness, he should be put where 
he can have steady work and be made to earn his own living. 
Subjected to such humanizing discipline, he might be saved 
from a life of crime, while a schooling like that of the jail is 
almost sure to prove his ruin. 

The jails cannot well be made reformatory institutions; the 
changes that are constantly taking place in their population, 
the difficulty of organizing any profitable system of labor 
therein, and the want of teachers and facilities for imparting 
mental and moral instruction, make this quite out of the 
question. 

INTEBMEDIATB PBISONS. 

We are convinced that jails should only be houses of deten- 
tion to receive the accused until tried or otherwise disposed of, 
and that intermediate prisons or work-houses, located in differ- 
ent parts of the State, should be created to receive all offenders 
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who by law are now committed for punishment to the county 
jail. 

Intermediate prisons are desirable, because a system of labor 
can be provided therein and the convict trained to industry, 
which, as we have seen, cannot ' be done in the jails. They 
would furnish educational, moral, and religious advantages, 
which the jails cannot. They would be reformatory in character, 
tending to shield and save such as the jails ruin. They would 
greatly reduce the expense of maintaining prisoners, whose 
daUy earnings would then go far toward their support. The 
work-houses would be few in number and might pay their way, 
but the jails are numerous and expensive, some of them costly, — 
they earn nothing, and are a constant bill of of expense. A 
single illustration will serve to show the difference. While not 
a jail in the State reports a dollar received from the avails of 
labor performed by prisoners, the annual reports of the Detroit 
House of Correction show that that institution has not only 
paid its way, but has actually earned over its current expenses 
for the keeping and custody of prisoners a surplus of inoife 
than ten thousand ($10,000) dollars a year for the ten years of 
its existence. But even though they cost more, these prisons 
in the end would be cheaper than the jails. When we remem- 
ber the losses that the community annually suffer by reason of 
crime, and the power of a criminal to damage and destroy 
property, the act of the incendiary, in a single night, convert- 
ing millions of value into ashes, we are constrained to say that 
any system that tends to keep men from becoming criminals 
is cheap, and so any that produces the opposite result is dear. 
Such intermediate prisons introduced in our penal system 
would relieve the jails of a large proportion of their idle 
inmates who, under the influence and association incident to 
such confinement, are daily going from bad to worse, and 
would put them where they might earn their way, and receive 
discipline and instruction calculated to reform them and con- 
vert them into useful and virtuous citizens. In addition 
7 
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thereto, these prisonfl might receive from the Reform School a 
chiss of large boys whose inflnence there is decidedly ricious 
and bad, and Tiho ought not to be sufTered to remain in contact 
with the younger lads. They would also enable us to transfer 
from the State Prison young criminals and first offenders, who 
require a different discipline from hardened criminals, and 
should not be kept in close proximity with them. 

The creation of these prisons would provide for a more per- 
fect classification of offenders. Nothing in prison life is more 
unwise and productive of greater injury to the beginner in 
crime than continued association with old and skilled crim- 
inals. Mingling together within the walls of the same prison, 
despite the utmost vigilance of officers, opportunities will be 
found for communication and conference, and through these 
means the influence of the more corrupt operate in a great 
measure to undermine and overcome all efforts at reformatioD. 

The mind of the young is more impressible and easier influ- 
enced than in maturer years. Keep this class from the taint 
of communion with those who have become thoroughly 
schooled in vice, and you cut off a great source of crime, and 
save many who must otherwise go to ruin. Besides, these 
prisons would serve to keep the number of inmates in the 
State Prison reduced to a point within the working capacity 
of that institution. Men experienced in the administration 
of prisons ai*e generally of the opinion that they should not 
contain great numbers, or be crowded. Those of a moderate 
size, where the character of each inmate can be studied and 
thoroughly understood, are universally pronounced the best. 
In another point of view, this subject deserves serious consid- 
eration. We have at the present time no 

REFOBUATOBT PBISOK FOB FEMALES, 

and it is a question whether provision should not be made for 
a prison exclusively for women. An institution of this kind, 
placed largely under the control and care of judicious and 
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capable officers of the same sex, and made especially applicable 
te the reclamation and reformation of crimihal and fallen 
women, is a necessity for which provision may soon have to be 
made. Where the sexes are confined together in one prison, 
there are constant efforts to communicate, and the utmost vigi- 
lance is required to prevent it, and even this is not always 
successful. Again, male employees mingle with female pris- 
oners, are frequently suspected of improprieties, and are apt to 
have stories circulated about them that tend to demoralize 
discipline, and destroy the influence of a prison for good. 

While we are not prepared to advise the immediate con- 
struction of such a prison, and refrain from making a recom- 
mendation to that effect at {he present time, it is nevertheless 
a want that may soon have to be supplied, and presents another 
reason for a system of intermediate prisons such as we have 
suggested. 

SIHILAB BOARDS IK ILLIKOIS AND WISGOSTSIK DECLARE FOB 

INTERMEDIATE PRISONS. 

We Qre not alone in the views here expressed, in reference 
to the punishment of prisoners by confinement in jail, and 
the necessity for intermediate prisons, as the following deolar- 
ation, adopted at a meeting of the Illinois State Board of Pub- 
lic Charities, the Wisconsin State Board of Charities and 
Beform, and the Michigan State Board for the Supervision of 
Charitable, Penal, and Beformatory Institutions, held in the 
city of Chicago, on Tuesday the 14th day of May, 1872, will 
show': 

** The object of the imprisonment of criminals is conceded by aU to be 
two-fold : the protectioo of society and the criminal himself. The pro- 
tection of society is effected In part by segregation of the offender, and 
in part by the deterrent inflaence of punishment upon others who are 
tempted to commit crime. 

** A minute and careful examination of the jails of Illinois, Wisconsiu, 
and Michigan by kindred commissions specially appointed for this pur- 
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pose, reveals the fact that, as proper places of punishment, they fail to 
accomplish the object of their creation. They are for the most part 
defective in a sanitary point of view ; many of them are insecure ; they 
are frequently so constructed as to compel the promiscuous association 
of the young and the old, the guilty and the innocent, the hardened vil- 
lain and the novice in crime, and in some cases even of the sexes. In 
none of them is there provision for the employment of the imprisoned 
inmates ; and there are few in which any attempt is made either for their 
intellectual or moral culture. In the aggregate they cost large sums of 
money for their construction, and are a great annual expense to the commu- 
nity, without adequate return for this expenditure. The finest and most 
costly of them all, however superior in architectural construction, 
exerts as little reformatory effect as the poorest. Their condemnation 
may be pronounced in a single sentence : They are an absurd attempt to 
cure crime, the offspring of idleness, by making idleness compulsory. 
The failure of the jails is due, not to the character of the officers who 
have charge of them, but to this radical defect in the jail system itself, 
which originated in the primitive condition of our national history, and 
was then the only thing possible. It has been blindly copied and 
extended with the growth of the country, in consequence of the difficulty 
of effecting any change after the investment of so much money. 

" We are satisfied that for enforced idleness the State should substitute 
enforced labor. We are also satisfied that no remunerative system of 
labor can be introduced into county jails on account of the very limited 
number of prisoners in each. The only remedy for the evils of the pres- 
ent system consists in the substition of houses of correction in their stead. 
The county jails should be remodeled, and simply used as houses of 
detention. One or two prisons In each State, of a character intermediate 
between the jail and the penitentiary, might be so organized and con- 
ducted as to diminish the cost of crime, and to diminish its amount. 
The cost of original construction would be diminished by the substitution 
of a single capacious edifice for fifty or sixty similar ones. The cost of 
maintenance of criminals would be diminished by the aggregate ahiount 
of their earnings, while enforced lal)or would benefit the criminal liimself 
and exert an increased deterrent influence upon the criminal class at 
large. The modern facilities for transportation of criminals by rail remove 
to a great extent the objection arising from distance. 

" We believe the time has come for an earnest effort to call public 
attention to this subject, and to prepare the way for a great public 
reform. In this effort we invoke the aid of all philanthropists, believing 
that no one who has seen what we have seen can fail to adopt the con- 
clusions which have been enforced upon our own minds." 
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STATE SCHOOL FOR l^EGLEGTED AND DEPENDENT GHILDBEN. 

By an act of the Legislature, approved April 17, 1871, pro- 
vision was made for the establishment of a State Public School 
for neglected and dependent children. Commissions, empow- 
ered to receive proposals for a site and locate and construct 
necessary buildings, were appointed, and thirty thousand 
($30,000) dollars appropriated from the State Treasury to 
carry on the work. The Board advertised for bids for the 
location of the School, and several places in the State com- 
peted for it. 

The proposition of the city of Coldwater to pay twenty-five 
thousand (125,000) dollars in cash, and to donate twenty-seven 
acres of suitable ground for the site was finally accepted, and 
the school established there. A plan has been matured, and 
the contract for the construction of the buildings let. The 
location is in an inviting, healthy, and accessible portion of the 
State, and it is hoped that the School may soon be in active 
operation. 

This grand public charity is an outgrowth resulting from 
the investigation made by the special commissioners appointed 
in 1869, to examine the State penal and reformatory institu- 
tions, and county poor-houses and jails. These special commis- 
sioners found no less^ than two hundred and twelve children 
under sixteen years of age, in the poor-houses of this State, 
and they urged the "establishment of a State Primary 
School, where these children and others who swarm in the 
streets, prowl about docks and wharfs, and are almost sure to 
take up crime as a trade ; orphans who have no one to pro- 
vide or care for them, and all vagrant and abandoned children, 
could be gathered and receive mental, moral, and industrial 
training, and from which they might at length be sent out to 
situations in the country or elsewhere, where they would grow 
up into virtuous and useful citizens.'^ 

It is proposed, in the construction of the buildings, to pro- 
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Tide for the family system ezcIasiTely ; that is, to erect seteial 
small houses so that the inmates may be separated and classi- 
fied as shall seem for their best interest, with a large buUding 
for school and industrial purposes. It is not intended to place 
children in this institution for a permanent home, but simply 
to maintain and educate them there duriug the period of help- 
lessness, in an atmosphere healthy aud good, until proper 
places can be secured for them, in order that they may not 
grow up under the corrupting iufluences of the street, or amid 
the debasement of the poor-house. 

The establishment of this institution seems to us a step 
eminently in the right direction for the prerention of crime. 
It is from this class of children that our jails and prisons are 
constantly receiving fresh recruits. Their surroundings and 
circumstances, if uncared for, naturally crowd them into the 
ways of crime, and efforts in this direction strike at the very 
root of the evil. 

PEKAL SYSTEM. 

The preventive and penal system for the repression of crime 
suggested in this report, may be summed up in brief, as 
follows : 

First Prevention of the increase of criminals, by provision, 
through a State institution, for the training and education of 
truant, vagrant, and dependent children ; they being the great 
source from whence crime draws recruits to its ranks. 

Second. The Reform School for juveniles of tender years, 
who have actually committed crime, and whose guilt shall 
have been duly proven. 

Third. The jail to be usad for the detention of prisoners, 
arrested and charged with the commission of crime, until they 
shall be tried; and for the safe keeping of such as have been 
tried and found guilty, until they can be conveyed to the place 
of punishment ; such confinement to be separate and in large 
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cells or apartments; without the privations imposed npon 
adjudged criminals. 

Fourth. Intermediate prisons or work-honses, for persons 
convicted of minor offenses or of grave charges, who give hope 
of reformation ; such prisons to be provided with industrial, 
educational, and moral advantages. 

Fifth. The State Prison for confirmed or dangerous crim- 
inals, administered firmly, but with the reformation, as well as 
the punishment, of the prisoner in view. 

Sixth. Aid to assist discharged convicts, and boys liberated 
from the Reform School, to obtain employment and good 
places to work. 

CBKTTBAL BOAED. 

In order that there may be perfect unity of action, each 
part of the system working in harmony with the rest for the 
accomplishment of the most successful results, we deem it of 
great importance that there should be a central governing 
power^ charged with the oversight and general management of 
all the penal institutions of the Stai;e and with the control of 
prisoners of every class. This is essential for the purpose of 
obtaining uniformity in the system. At present there are no 
two jails or prisons within the limits of the State alike in 
scarcely any respect Each runs on its " own hook,'' with just 
such a system as it may see lit to adopt, whether good or bad. 
One pays no attention to another, aad their operations are all 
difikrent. They often run until they become an abomination 
to the community, and are declared a public nuisance by 
grand juries and judicial tribunals. One is ex})ensive; the 
other is cheap. One feeds its inmates toa well ; the other half 
starves them. One is clean ; the other is .filthy. One permits 
unchecked association ; the other imprisons separately in mis- 
erable cells. Thus apparently unconscious of their deficiencies 
and needs, these institutions often go on from year to year, 
increasing, rather than diminishing, the number of criminals. 
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A judicious and impartial Board, prepared by careful observa- 
tion and thorough study to judge correctly of the place that 
each prison should fill in the general system, and of its needs 
in order to successfully fill such place ; clearly scrutinizing its 
whole administration and pointing out its defects, could not 
fail to be an improvement on the present diverse management 
Each prison would then be carefully compared with others, its 

« 

deficiencies rejected, its excellencies retained, and it made to 
correspond with the best models, and order, improvement, and 
economy, we believe, would mark the result. 

For the accomplishment of these purposes, in a wise and 
satisfactory manner, such a board should have enlarged pow- 
ers. It should be executive in character, and able to act as 
well as to suggest. It should have power to transfer and 
assign convicted prisoners of all grades from one prison to 
another, just as would best facilitate the reformation of the 
prisoner and subserve the good of the prison. It is well 
understood that there are, in nearly every penal prison of any 
importance in the State, prisoners who ought not to be there, 
but who should be removed and placed in other prisons of a 
different character and grade. The petty offender, convicted 
and sent for a term of days to enforced idleness in the jail, 
should be transferred to the work-house. The incorrigible boy 
of considerable age in the Beform School, instead of being left 
to corrupt all with whom he associates, should be removed to 
a place better adapted to restrain his vicious tendencies. And 
so of criminals of all classes, who from want of self-govern- 
ment, have committed offenses which have resulted in depriv- 
ing them of their liberty and placing them in charge and 
under control of the State, should be put in a grade of prison 
which, under the circumstances, will be best fitted to their 
condition, and most effectual to deter them from repeating 
their offense, and at the same time reform them. 
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SENTENCES. 

The average length of sentences in the State Prison of this 
State is about three years. It is moderate compared with the 
average term of such imprisonment in other States. The offi- 
cers of the Prison express the opinion that in the majority of 
cases it is full long enough^ and that if any change is made^ it 
should be lessened rather than increased. They estimate that 
eight or ten years of continuous imprisonment is quite sure 
to break down the constitution of a vigorous man, and are 
decided in the expression that a shorter term of punishment 
with certainty that the sentence will be carried out, would be 
quite as efiTective for the purposes of punishment and of reform- 
ation, as a much longer period. There is a great disparity in 
the time for which prisoners are sentenced for similar oflfen- 
ses — one judge sending a man twice as long as another for the 
commission of the same grade of crime. Some of the senten- 
ces are quite peculiar in their way, and show that judges are 
sometimes moved by the impulse of the moment in fixing 
them. Thus one convict was sentenced to the Prison until he 
should reach the age of three score and ten years, and another 
had two years added to the term of his incarceration for speak- 
ing impertinently to the judge, after the imposition of the 
sentence. 

But while it is admitted that the time of imprisonment of 
convicts in the State Prison is, on the average, quite as long as 
it ought to be, the brief term of sentence to the county jail or 
Hoase of Correction, usually imposed on petty offendei*s, is 
regarded as altogether useless for the purposes of punishment 
or reformation. This is especially the case where this kind of 
punishment is repeated. Once sent to prison, the culprit 
incurs the disgrace incident to it ; loses a measure of self- 
respect, and becomes hardened. A short term of imprisoment 
is a terror to him no longer, and produces no effect to deter 
him from the repetition of his offense. There is no time for 
reformation, for no one would presume or suppose that an 
8 
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imprisonmeiit of thirty or sixty days can have the effect to 
change habits or practices which have become quite well estab- 
lished and must be overcome and rooted out before there can 
be any permanent change. It giyes no opportunities for dis» 
cipline by means of regular^ systematic labor; and this is 
essential to any permanent improvement. Besides, these oft 
repeated short sentences are expensive. We have recently had 
a prisoner pointed ont to ns who has been committed some 
seventeen times for offenses of like character, the term of 
imprisonment in each instance varying from thirty to sixty 
days. The expense of thns arresting and trying him seventeen 
times mnst have been considerable, and the effect of his pun- 
ishment in each instance was to do him no good whateyer. If 
he had been committed for a long time at first, and placed 
under proper discipline, he might have been greatly benefited 
and the public saved needless expense. 

It is believed by many peraons who have given much thought 
and attention to this question, that the evils herein suggested 
would be remedied, and the reformation of prisoners promoted, 
by a system of sentences indeterminate as to time, leaving' the 
question of the discharge from imprisonment to depend upon 
the character and conduct bf the prisoner and the circum* 
stances connected with his offense ; this to be passed upon by 
a board wisely constructed for the purpose. But this question 
we submit to the wisdom of the Legislature without expressing 
any opinion thereon, or making any recommendation whatever. 

ASYLUM FOB THE INSANE. 

This institution is organized upon what is known as the 
congregate close asylum system, and sustains the reputation of 
being one of the foremost of institutions of this kind. 

It is, at the present [time, crowded with i)atient8, while 
others are daily pressing for admission* 

At the last regulax^session of the Legislature an appropdar 
tion was made for the construction of additional buildings^ 
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and they are now in progress of erection, a part being nearly, 
if not quite completed. 

The new baildings are plain, bat snbfitantial, are in good 
jHToportion and excellent taste, and reflect great credit npon 
the Superintendent, who, in addition to the discharge of his 
other duties, has planned and designed them, thus saving to 
the State the large expense which must necessarily have been 
incurred in procuring the services of a practical architect. 

We have, in a general way, made some investigation into the 
conduct, discipline, and internal arrangement of this instita- 
tion, and the result has satisfied us that in its superintendence, 
sanitary condition, and management, it is in a most excel- 
lent and healthy state, and deserving of great commendation. 
Established on a broad and comprehensive scale, with system, 
Older, and fitness in all its appointments, it is accomplishing a 
noUe work in the relief of that most terrible of all maladies, 
'^ a diseased mind." 

If we should venture to make a suggestion of what seemed 
to US a defect in the arrangement of this institution, it would 
be the want of a system of light labor for such of the inmates 
88 n^ight^ without injury to themselves, engage in some useftil 
toil. Those &miliar with the tteatment of insanity regard 
{soper occupation as one of the best means for cure, and the 
able Superintendent of this institution, in his report for 1871, 
says: '^ Comparatively few of our institutions are adequately 
supplied with the means and appliances for the diversion and 
recreation of patients, and for praviding occupation adapted to 
the feeble organization of one class, the morbid activity of 
another, and the restlessness of almost all." In view of these 
facts we hope that some arrangement for better im)vision in 
this respect may be made at an early day. 

FURTHEK PROVISION FOR TUB INSANE. 

It seems to us of the utmost importance that steps should 
be speedily taken for the erection of another institution for 
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the benefit and treatment of the insane. By the last census 
we have in the State of Michigan l^Bd insane persons. 

This enumeration probably falls a considerable short of the 
actual number, owing to the fact that the insanity of many 
who are supported by their own means is concealed, as far as 
possible, from public notice by their families and friends. 
Taking into consideration this fact, and the natural increase 
of our population since the last census was taken, it is no 
doubt within the bounds of strict truth to estimate that we 
have at this time, within the State, not less than 1,300 inhab- 
itants afflicted with this terrible malady. Of this large number 
only about 300 are provided with treatment in the Asylum at 
Kalamazoo; and with the completion of the additional 
buildings, now in process of construction there, the total 
capacity of that institution will not exceed 550, leaving 750 
of these unfortunates without any provision whatever for treat- 
ment. If we admit that full one-half of this number are 
chronic insane, harmless and quiet, whose friends would not 
permit them to be removed to an Asylum, even if ample pro- 
vision was made for them, an admission which we apprehend 
greatly over-estimates the number of this class ; we still have, 
with the Kalamazoo Asylum wholly completed, 375 unpro- 
vided for. It is certainly safe to say that the most, if not all, 
of this number require care and treatment. More than one- 
half of them are in the poor-houses and jails of the State, and 
the remainder are among their friends. 

The condition of those in the county poor-houses and jails 
is in the main wretched in the extreme. They are without 
proper medical treatment, as but few physicians in ordinary 
practice throughout the country, profess to be skilled in the 
treatment of this disease. 

They are generally confined in miserable cells, without decent 
provision for their wants, especially when they are excited and 
violent. In many cases they are chained in pens, without 
light or ventilation. In the Eaton county poor-house we 
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found a woman violently insane, fastened in a pen of this kind^ 
made in one corner of the cellar. She was put there, not from 
inhumanity on the part of the officers, but because they had no 
other place to keep her. They are often whipped and pun- 
ished by incompetent keepers. In the Lenawee county poor- 
house a crazy young man was for some time regularly flogged 
as a punishment for being filthy. They are so situated that 
the female portion are frequently outraged by vile men. In 
the St. Olair county poor-house there is an insane woman 
who, during a residence there of four years, has given birth to 
two children, each born at a different time, and both begotten 
in the institution. They are often noisy, irritable, and excited, 
and disturb the quiet and peace of all about them. Superin- 
tendents and keepers constantly beset us to know when the 
asylum will be open to receive these crazy persons ; and yet, 
without the creation of a new one, there is no prospect what- 
ever that they can be relieved, as the additional room in the 
present asylum will be filled as soon as ready for occupation by 
those now pressing for admission there. If it is the duty of the 
State to provide for the treatment of the insane, then in fair- 
ness and justness it should provide for the treatment of all 
who require it, as well as for a part. In the language of Dr. 
Kirkbride, " We do not believe that any government has the 
right to say to one family, we will take care of your afflicted 
one, and say to another, we will not take care of yours, simply 
because one is a more recent case than the other. If we under- 
take to provide for a part of the insane, we are bound to pro- 
vide for all. One family has just as good a right to claim the 
bounty of the State as another." 

Asylums should not be crowded. Crowding lessens the 
chances for recovery of those already there, and every patient 
that is taken in excess of the capacity of the institution must, 
of necessity, prove an injury to some of the occupants. There- 
fore, the good of those in the asylum demands that provision 
should be made for those on the outside. The present asylum 
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is full to overflowiDgy and will be when completed ; yet there 
aie himdredA who most be denied admiarioii. How long are 
they to wait ? Time is of the greatest; importance ia the 
treatment of insanity. It is shown in the fact that of those 
promptly treated at asylums when first attacked, and in the 
ettrly stages of the disease, about 75 per cent recover and are 
completely cured; while of those who are kept at home 
without such treatment in the first development of this subtle 
disease, only about 30 per cent are ever cured. Again^ provi- 
sion for speedy treatment in such cases is a matter of economy ; 
for if the disease runs until it becomes chronic, the chano^ is 
that the patient must be maintained through life, and besides 
the loss of his time and labor, and the expense of his main- 
tenance, it will take one or more persons to take care of him. 
But this drain upon industry is only a fraction of the trouble. 
It produces affliction and mourning worse than death ; ^ for 
every lunatic is dear to one or more persons, and must be a 
constant source of care and sorrow." 

It is clear, then, that further provision should be made for 
our insane. How shaU it be accomplished ? It cannot woU be 
done through new additions to the present Asylum, for it is 
the general testimony of men of experience and wisdom, who 
have given the subject careful* consideration, that no Asylumy 
under any circumstances, should contain more than from four 
to five hundred patients. 

The English Commissioners of Lunacy, speaking of large 
Asylums, say : ^^ They forfeit the advantage which nothing can 
replace, whether in general management or the treatment of 
disease, of individual and responsible supervision. To the 
cure and alleviation of insanity few aids are so important as 
those which may be derived from vigilant observation of indi- 
vidual peculiarities ; but where the patients are so numerous 
that no medical officer can bring them within the range of his 
personal examination and judgment, such opportunities are 
altogether lost ; and amid the workings of a great machine, the 
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physician, as well as the patient, loses his individualitj. When 
to this is also added what experience has of late years shown, 
—that the absence of a single and undivided responsibility is 
equally iojurious to the general management, and the rate of 
maintenance for the patient in the large buildings has a ten- 
dency to run higher than in buildings of a smaller size, it 
would seem as if the only tenable plea for erectiug them ought 
to be abandoned. To the patients, undoubtedly, they bring 
no corresponding benefit The more extended they are, the 
more abridged become their means of cure." 

The best authorities in Europe and the United States have 
placed the limit at from two hundred and fifty to five hundred. 

Dr. E. T. Wilkins, Commissioner of Lunacy for the State of 
California, who in 1871 visited 149 insane asylums in Europe 
and America, says : ^* Our observations of the practical work- 
ings of asylums of all sizes, compels the conviction that all 
things taken into consideration, the smaller number — ^two 
hundred and fifty — is the best ; and that under no circum- 
stances should this number be exceeded«under one roof.'^ 

The same opinion was expressed by the special Commission- 
ers of this State, appointed in 1869, to examine penal, charita- 
ble, and reformatory institutions. They say the objection to 
the enlargement of the Asylum is "that the number of 
inmates would then be too large to be successfully and profit- 
ably treated by one man, who we conceive should have close 
supervision of all the affairs of the institution, in order to 
insure the most beneficial results financially and otherwise." 

But there is another objection to increasing the capacity of 
the Asylum. People will avail themselves of the benefit of 
sach an institution somewhat in proportion as they are near 
or remote from it. The difficulty, trouble, and oftentimes 
danger, as well as expense of long journeys with such insane 
patients, and their separation at a great distance from their 
femilies and friends, has the effect to keep many who should 
receive prompt attention away, and thus the usefulness of the 
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proyision is greatly diminished. Experience elsewhere has 
demonstrated that it is well to bear these facts in mind. For 
these reasons and others which might be given, we believe that 
proper provision for the insane cannot be made by a further 
enlargement of the institution at Kalamazoo. 

N"or can this work be successfully accomplished by leaving 
it to the several counties to establish county asylums. In 
nearly all of them the insane number so few that the expense 
of buildings, facilities, and attendants for the accommodation 
and proper treatment of these unfortunate people, would 
never be incurred. They would be left just as they now are, 
to such care as the poor-houses and the jails afford. Besides, 
the State having commenced the work of providing for the 
insane, and the counties having contributed for this purpose 
in proportion to their valuation, they would be reluctant to 
further burden themselves with the expense which must 
necessarily be incurred in establishing such a system. Again, 
it would be far the most expensive, creating forty ©r fifty 
asylums, where two Would much better answer the purpose. 
It would only be a more costly way of accomplishing the 
same result, namely, the care of all the insane throughout the 
State. Therefore, provision by the State is not only the best 
way but it is the cheapest. Two of the larger counties of the 
State have established county asylums in connection with 
their poor-houses, namely, Wayne and Washtenaw. While 
we most cheerfully bear witness to the fact that both of these 
asylums seem to be kept in an excellent condition of clean- 
liness, and to be managed by humane and attentive men and 
women, and afford the inmates most favorable conveniences 
and comforts compared with the wretched provision usually 
made in county poor-houses, we cannot but regard them as 
failures for any of the purposes of an asylum, except for the 
detention of the lunatics there committed for safe-keeping: 
First. Because there are no facilities for classifying the 
inmates, and noisy, restless patients greatly disturb and injure 
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the quiet ones. On entering the Wayne county asylum it was 
tbe rensiark of one of the members of this Board, that the 
noise he heard corresponded exactly with his idea of bedlam. 
Second. Because there is the want of a skilled, experienoed 
medical staff for a hospital, with the attendants necessary to 
the treatment of the disorder. There is not even a sufficient 
number of a>ttendants to secure the inmates from danger. In 
the Wayne county institution one of them is now prosimted 
with a broken leg, caused by jumping from one of iixe second- 
story windows of the asylum while in an excited condition and 
unattended. Third. Because there is no proFisioUi and cannot 
be without large expense, for a system of light labor, of amuse- 
mentfi, and of such attractions as serre to withdraw the atten- 
tion of the insane from thoughts and feelings connected 
with, their disordered condition. Fourth. Because in most 
instances they are extremely iaensitive, and are quick to under- 
stand their situation ; and the knawledge that they are paupers, 
Aut up in a part of the poor-house, cannot but be productive 
of injury to them. For these reasons we believe that it is the 
duty of the State to at once establish another asylum, and 
thus humanely make proper provision for all its insane. 

We are concious that the expense will be large, but it should 
be borne in mind that the necessity is greaL 

In any provision for this purpose we would also keep in 
?iew " that the buildings be of a plain but substantial character, 
and while characterised by good taste and furnished with 
every thing essential to comfort, health, and successful treat- 
ment of the patients, should avoid all extravagant embellifih- 
ments and every unnecessary expenditure." * 

mSTITUTION FOR THE EDUCATION" OF THE DEAF AND DUMB, 

AKD THE BLIND. 

The Board visited this institution, and were impresaied with 
the thoroughness and efficiency that seemed to prevail in every 
department. For our information and gratification, the differ- 
9 
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eat claases were put throagli varioas exercises, and the exam- 
ination demonstrated that the pupils were being most system- 
atically trained in all the ordinary branches of education, as 
well as in the higher culture of the heart. 

At the present time there are twenty-fiye pupils in that part 
of the school devoted to the instruction of the blind^ and one 
hundred and twenty-five in the department for the deaf and 
the dumb. 

Work-shops have recently been connected with this Institu- 
tion in which the pupils are taught mechanical occupations, 
thus enabling them to acquire a trade by which they can 
maintain themselves after they shall have left the establish- 
ment. This new and important feature has thus far proved a 
marked success., several of the boys having, during the summer 
vacation^ found employment with good wages at the kind of 
business which had been taught them in the Institution. 

The Superintendent seems pre-eminently qualified for his 
position, and we believe that the Institution fully deserves and 
should continue to receive the fostering care of the State. 

P00R-H0U8BS. 

The poor-houses of the State number some 45, and are gen- 
erally located on a farm owned by the county, a short distance 
from the county town. But few of the buildings have be^n 
constructed for the purpose for which they are used. In most 
cases a farm with a dwelling house already upon it has been 
purchased, and additions from time to time, as they seem to 
be required, made to the house. The building thus pieced 
out and patched up is in the majority of cases inconvenient, 
poorly constructed, and without any adaptation to the object 
to which it is appropriated. With no convenience for a divis- 
ion of the inmates, or a complete separation of the sexes. With 
low ceilings, small windows, no drainage, and oftentimes damp 
and cold, without means for safely heating and properly venti- 
lating the rooms, it fails to meet the wants and requirements 
which such a building should supply. 
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While these remarks apply to not a few of the poor-houses, 
there are a nntnber that have been designed and constructed 
especially for this purpose. 

They are usually commodious, ornamental, and admirable in 
many respects, but frequently are illy arranged, owing to the 
fact that they have been planned by men inexperienced in the 
erection of such buildings, who have overlooked things essen- 
tial to the comfort and classification of the inmates. 

The keepers are generally good and. humane men, quick to 
discern the peculiarities of the paupers, and prompt and kind 
in managing them. They are usually good farmers, and much 
of the time are away from the house superintending work upon 
the farm. As a consequence, a large share in the control of 
affairs at the house falls upon the keeper's wife, and these 
women generally manage the inmates well. 

The condition of these houses, considering the character of 
the inmates and the limited facilities and provision for caring 
for them, is usually good. While some few are dirty and 
disorderly, displaying a want of neatness, and sometimes 
almost a lack of decency on the part of those in charge, 
the great majority are kept in a fair condition so far as 
relates to cleanliness and order. The association under one 
roof, as is frequently the case, of the old and the young, 
the sane and the insane, the sick and the well, of diseased, 
dirty men, and squalid women and children, makes it quite 
out of the question, without ample provision for separation, to 
keep such a house in a perfect condition of neatness. Yet we 
have gone into some poor-houses in the State where everything 
was as neat, as clean, and as orderly as in any family house, 
and we have wondered how such results could be accomplished 
under the circumstances. In this connection we may add, 
that in every such establishment we found that the inmates 
were kept, as far as possible, at some regular, moderate labor, 
and that such as were able were required and made to keep 
their rooms and themselves thoroughly clean ; and we are 
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satisfied that light work, occapying the attention and inter- 
esting the thoughts of the pauper^ not only promotes health, 
hut serves to prevent him from lapsing into a condition of lazi- 
ness and filth. 

Onr poor-*houses have an average population of about fifteen 
hnndred persons. Of this multitude of dependents, about two 
hundred and fifty are insane; one hundred and twenty-five 
idiots; forty blind; twenty mutes; and about three hundred 
afflicted with epilepsy^ deformities^ and chronic diseases, that 
totally unfit them for self-maintenance. Of the whole number, 
toward one-fonrtii are children under sixteen years of age. 

Paupe¥ Children — ^The condition of these children, we are 
gkd to say, has already occnpied the attention of the StiUe 
authorities, and measures have been inaugurated to place tibiem 
under better influences and amid different surroundings. 
Their wants a»e such, that provision should be made for them 
as q)eedily as possible ; and we look wi& anxiety for the com- 
pletion of the building for tJie State School at Goldwater at 
an early day, in order that these children may be removed 

In some of the counties these pauper obildien are not only 
growing up amid the degradations of the poor-house, but they 
are denied the privileges of instruction in the common district 
sdiool, the neighbors regarding them as unfit to associate witi^ 
their children, and creating a sentiment in tlie district that 
excludes tiiem. 

Insofie Paupers—Of all the inmates in these poor-houses 
there are none in a more deplorable condition than the insane 
paupers. About one-third of the whole number of them are 
kept closely confined in cells, most of which are small, dark, 
i^nd filthy in the extreme. They are frequently noisy, and at 
times rave violently, using language unfit to be heard. They 
are a constant source of annoyance and trouble to those who 
have them in charge, who,, being unskilled in the management 
of crazy persons, frequently become vexed with them and 
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treat them with harshness and severity. Many of them have 
no bedding and no clothing, destroying both as flEist as put 
within their reach. They are regarded as beyond cure^and 
receive no treatment whatever for the ill that afflicts them. 
Thns they remain, often for years, until death comes to relieve 
them. Those who are allowed the freedom of the premises are 
in a better condition, bnt nothing is done to help them, and 
they gradually grow worse. In some iofltaiices the same 
inmates of the house, especially the females, greatly fear them 
We believe that by judicious and proper treatment many of 
them might be restored to a ri^t mind. In some instances, 
without treatment, reason has retuijjDed. The wife of the 
keeper of the Jackson County poor-house infonned us that a 
woman who was for a long time shut up in that institution, 
and who was regarded as incurable, to their surprise, came to 
her senses and returned to her home whei'e she has since 
remained perfectly sane. This may be a very exceptional case, 
but it i^ evidence that even the worst eases are not hopeless ; 
and we think these insane persons should be removed from the 
poor-houses and placed in asylums, where they may be 
properly cared for and have opportunity for cure. 

Idiots — The condition of the idiots in the poor-houses is not 
much better than that of the insane. It has been clearly 
demonstrated that idiocy, even in its worst forms, is capable of 
training. Several schools for this class have been established 
in other States, and it has been found that about one-fourth 
are sasceptible of education sufficient to read and to write, 
and that nearly all of them may be made capable of taking 
care of their own persons. The body is thoroughly trained 
and the faint glimmer of mind, carefully drawn out^ and the 
results are moi'e satisfactory than the most hopeful had 
anticipated. The whole number of idiots in this State, as 
shown by the last census, is 789, and the principal causes of 
idiocy tire said to be epilepsy, sickness and hereditary trans^ 
mission. Some of the cases in the poor-houses are sad indeed! 
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We saw, in the Macomb connty-honse, three small children, 
all bom of one mother, presenting a most repulsive appear- 
ance ; and while we felt that some provision should be made 
for the better *caie of such poor creatures, we also felt that 
mothers with hereditary tendencies for giving birth to such 
loathsome objects should be prohibited from procreating their 
species. We need do no more than to call attention to and 
reaffirm the statements and recommendations in reference to 
this class of unfortunates made by the Special Commissioners 
in 1869. .- / ; jA^ 

State Hospital — Oar examination of the poor-houses of the 
State develop the fact ^hat they contain quite a large number 
of persons suffering from chronic and nervous diseases, from 
cancers, syphilis, and spinal afflictionSs as well as from deformi- 
ties, caused by contractions, curvatures, and diseases of the 
spine and joints. Some of these afflicted ones are children and 
youth. Many of them, if properly treated by experienced phy- 
sicians, and surgeons, might be relieved and restored to a con- 
dition that would enable them to earn a living, and thus save 
the public the expense of maintaining. them during life. They 
cannot properly be cared for in the poor-houses, and generally 
are lying there in a most pitiable condition ; some of them 
absolutely rotting by inches, with sores that emit a smell so 
foul as to make the air all about fairly sickening. They usu- 
ally require a great amount of care, and frequently are neg- 
lected. In most cases tiieir difficulties are of such a character 
as to demand that medical skill, experience, and apparatus 
only to be found at the schools of the profession, in hospitals, 
or where there are large numbers engaged in the practice of 
medicine and surgery. Both public interest and humanity 
demand that some provision should be made where these suf- 
ferers can be treated. This can only be done by the erection 
of a hospital by the State, where persons of this class can be 
sent by and at the expense of the several counties. We appre- 
hend that such a hospital can be erected without a very large 
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expense. The baildings may be simple and comparatively 
inexpensive, and by locating them at Ann Arbor, very import- 
ant results could doubtless be accomplished, viz : The hospital 
could be furnished with the most skillful medical attendance 
from the faculty of the Medical Department, without expense 
to the State. The Medical Department of that great public 
institution would be made far more useful to the public by 
having furnished to its students the advantages of witnessing 
the practical treatment of disease by eminent physicians and 
surgeons. Again, a corps of physicians and surgeons, as emi- 
nent as the medical faculty of the University, would attract to 
the hospital many patients who .would be both, able and willing 
to pay liberally for their support while there. ; 

Dissolute Paupers-r-There are two principal classes of poor- 
house panpers. First, those who are helpless and dependent, 
sttch as the inline, idiotic, sick and crippled, aged and infirm, 
in&nts and young children, and those who are unfortunate, 
bnt deserving and willing to work. This class may justly 
claim to be supported at the poor-house, until some different 
and better provision may be made for them. They are objects 
of real charity, and are rightly entitled to relief and help from 
the public. 

The second class consists of vagrants, idlers, and dissolute 
paupers, who often times are not only lazy but criminal. They 
seek the poor-house to be maintained in idleness at the public 
expense. They are generally the very worst class of paupers ; 
low, vile, and miserable, contaminating the whole establish- 
ment, and creating disorder and trouble. They are usually 
fault-finding, quarrelsome, and often dangerous. The keeper 
of the Clinton county poor-housei has twice been seriously and 
almost fatally injured by paupers of this kind. In each in- 
stance the offender was arrested, tried and convicted. One 
served a term in the House of Correction, and the other is 
doing likewise in the State Prison. 

It is no charity to admit such paupers to the poor-house. 
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and they have no busineas to be there. They should be taken 
as TagrantSy to work-housesy and made to labor. There are 
large numbers of them in the poor-honaes, especially in sach 
of these ingtitntions as are located near some city or town. The 
keeper of the Wayne connty-honse says that fnll one-third of 
the inmates of that establishment are of this character. They 
refuse to work when good opportunities and fair pay are offered 
them, and being accustomed to this kind of life, enjoy it, and 
and do not desire to change. 

Saving Paupers — More efEective measures should be adopted 
to keep out many roving paupers that annually covie from 
other States, and especially from the large cities, to seek winter 
quarters in our poor-houses. They are not residents of this 
State, have no just claim to its bounty, and the eost of support- 
ing them should not be shifted from the place of their actual 
residence to localities in our midst 

Greater pains should also be taken to prevent paupers from 
passing as readily as they do from one county-house to another 

within the State. 

We have found not a few who seem to make a businesa of 
testing the merits of as many of these institutions as they pos- 
sibly can. 

Temporary Relief for the Poor — The annual reports of the 
County Superintendents of the Poor, made to the Secretary of 
State, for the year 1871, show that the whole number of per- 
sons who sought and received temporary relief, outside of the 
poor-houses, in all the counties of the State, with the exception 
of seventeen, was fourteen tliousand and six hundred. These 
seventeen counties include some of the most populous counties 
of the State, and, estimating that they have famished relief to 
about the same number as other counties have in proportiop 
to population, we must add about three thousand to the number 
receiving such relief, making a total of seventeen thousand imd 
six hundred who have thus been temporarily supported. If to 
this we add the fifteen hundred in the poor-houses, and those 



AKD CHARITABLB IKSTITUTIONS. 73 

msiiitained by the pablic ia the State AsylnmSy we have hard 

on to twenty thousand, or about one to every sixty of our State 

population, who are aided by public charity, and are in some 

sense dependent on the general bounty. 

The total sum, as shown by the same reports, 
expended for the temporary relief of tho 
poor in all but eleven counties^ from whiok - 
no reports upon this subject weore received, is $199,84:2 41 

The expense of maintaining the poor-hoosea for 
the same time, is (including |57«083 5d>, 
value <tf farm products), 189^a 18 

If to this we add the interest at seven per cent 
per annum on $613,024 23, capital invested 
in farms and buildings, we have 42,91 1 69 

A grand total of $372>712 28 

As the amount expended for the maintenance of the poor 
dnring that year. 

The exhibit of amount jmid for the temporary relief of per- 
sons not in the poor-house shows a great disparity in the 
different couaties, and a want of anything like uniformity in 
dispensing the appropriations for this purpose. Thus it cost 
Washtenaw $6,988 65 to relieve 623 persons ; while Monroe 
relieved nearly the same number, to wit, 608 at an expense of 
11,939 25, being less than one-third the sum paid by Washte- 
naw. Berrien, with a population of 15,000 less than Kent, 
relieved 714 persons at a cost of $6,448 97, while Kent far- 
nished such relief to only 206 persons and paid out therefor but 
$2,030 94. St. Clair, with about the same population as 
Jackson, relieved 477 at an expense of $7,863 96, while Jack- 
son relieved almost as many, to wit, 398 at a cost of only 
11,329 29. The average cost for each person thus assisted in 
Ingham^ was $3 71, in Kalamazoo, $8 88, in Cass, $13 91, 
and in Van Buren, $29 44. The latter county paying nearly 

10 
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eight times as much as Ingham to each recipieat of this 
bounty. 

It is contended by some persons that the system of tem- 
porary relief is too general, and onght to be abolished. They 
insist that the effect is to encourage and increase pauperism ; 
that those who are thus helped make no effort to help them- 
selves, and that if aid of this kind was generally refused, and 
those who require assistance and support were sent to the 
poor-house, it would have the effect to greatly decrease- the 
number of paupers, stimulate the poor and the thriftless to 
greater exertions to support tfaemselves, and thus greatly lessen 
the expense annually incurred for the maintenance of this 
class. We have no doubt that this system of relief is subject 
to great abuse, and there undonbtedly ought to be a more 
uniform practice, and perhaps some further limitations in 
administering it. There are cases within our own knowledge 
where this relief has been allowed for a long time to unde- 
serving persons, until it has come to be expected as a matter 
of course, and, instead of being temporary in its character, 
become nearly, if not quite, permanent But the abolition of 
such relief, or too great restrictions in administering it, would, 
we apprehend, be bad policy, and might be likely to produce 
much suffering, for worthy persons of spirit would endure 
all kinds of privations rather than to bear the stigma of hav- 
ing been an inmate of the poor-house. It would tend to break 
up destitute families; and the influence of home, humble and 
bad though it may be, is better than the associations and 
atmosphere of the poor-house. Besides, sick persons fre- 
quently cannot be removed, and must be supported at the 
places where they are. Again, it would have a tendency to 
make more permanent paupers to be wholly supported by the 
«OHnty, for many who receive relief sufficient to carry them 
through a fit of sickness, or some other adverse circumstance, 
maintain themselves after the pressure is over, who, if sent to 
the poor-house, would lose all ambition, and, under the feeling 
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of disgrace, would make no effort to again support themselves. 
It might tend to increase crime, for some, in great want, would 
steal before they would go to the poor-house, and those who 
wfuld go, would soon lose all self-respect, and be quite ready 
to engage in criminal practices. 

Then, too, children born or reared in the poor-house are apt 
to become paupers and yagrants for life, and the taint fre- 
qnently follows them, and their children inherit it and become 
paupers also; thus, through the poor-house, pauperism be- 
comes hereditary. Temporary relief would seem to be cheaper, 
because many persons who would have to be wholly supported 
by the county are enabled, with a small amount of relief, to 
proTide for their own necessities. These considerations seem 
to weigh strongly against the abolition of the system. 

The large increase of pauperism in our midst, and the great 
expense incident to it, with the fact that in some localities the 
cost is very much greater than in others similarly situated, re- 
quires a careful scrutiny of all provisions and methods adapted 
k) meet its demands, and we have thrown out these suggestions 
with the view of calling the attention of those familiar with 
this subject to it, hoping that, through their experience and 
wisdom, measures may be devised for securing a more uniform 
and economical system of administering this temporary relief. 

RECORDS. 

Provision should be made by law for a uniform system of 
records in jails and poor-houses. From many of the counties 
it is impossible to get anything like correct statistics. In 
Bome no records are kept ; in others they are so incomplete as to 
be almost wholly worthless, while in a few instances they are 
quite full, and kept in a neat, systematic, business-like manner. 
Direct statistical' facts often make plain what may have 
seemed doubtful, and furnish a solid basis to build upon, 
which theories and estimates cannot. If we could have com- 
plete statistics, and take the exact measure of crime and 
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pauperism of all grades in oar midst, we should be much 
better prepared for intelligent action in the application of 
remedies therefor. 

The jail record should show the name, age, offense charged, 
date of admission, time of discharge, and social condition of 
each prisoner, with a description of the person, and a brief 
statement, as far as the same can be ascertained, of habits and 
previous history. Such a record would be yalaaUe as a means 
of accurately ascertaining the number of commitmenta attd 
re-commitments, with the principal .source of crime, and it 
would furnish a compkte description by #hich a prisoner, in 
case of escape, might be followed and identified. With this 
record, and the further fHrecaution, said to be in practice in 
some jails, of photographing all prisoners of a desperate and 
dangerous character, charged with high crimes, like murder, 
arson, rape, burglary, or grand larceny, the number who giet 
away and succeed in staying away might be greatly lessened. 
The i)oor-hou8e register should embrace, under appropriate 
beads, the items required to be reported by the superintend- 
ents of poor to the Secretary of State, with a brief history oF 
each pauper. To secure this work well and faithfully done, 
form books should be provided, and a penalty imposed by law 
upon officers required to keep such records who neglect to 
do so. 

DEFINITE RECOMMEXDATIOXS. 

In view of the considerations presented in the foregoing 
report, this Board respectfully recommend : 

1. The establishment of a Beform School for girls, and if 
suitable arrangements can be made, in connection with the 
House of Shelter at Detroit. 

2. The creation of intermediate prisons, or work-houses. 

3. Some better provision for aiding inmates discharged from 
the Beform School and convicts discharged from prison to 
obtain employment. 

4. The organization of a Central Board, which shall have 
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tbe general charge and oversight of all the preventive, reform- 
atory and penal institutions of the State. 

5. The establishment of another asylnm for the insane. 

G. The establishment of a State hospital at Ann Arbor, in 
connection with the Medical Department of the University. 

7. Provision by law for sending dissolute paupers to the 
intermediate prisons or the Detroit House of Correction. 

8. A law requiring sheriffs and poor-house keepers to make 
uniform records in relation to all persons committed to the 
jails and poor-houses^ in the manner to be pointed out by law. 

REVISION OF PBKAL LAWS. 

By the act authorizing the appointment of this Board, it 
was provided that in addition to the other duties contemplated 
it should collect and thoroughly examine all the penal and 
criminal laws of the State, and report the same, with such 
revisions, amendments and suggestions for the improvement 
thereof, as to the Board might seem necessary and expedient. 

A work so important as this would undoubtedly involve the 
fluggestiou of many changes and amendments, and some 
additions to our criminal statutes ; and to be of service when 
performed, would require a thorough investigation of the 
whole criminal legislation of the State, and an examination 
into the decisions of our courts relating thereto ; such investi- 
gation should also extend to the criminal laws of the other 
States, and especially to those from which we have drawn most 
largely for precedents in our legislation. 

And it will be observed at once, that a duty requiring so 
sinoh research and careful labor, would necessarily make 
lurge demands upon the time of those charged with its per- 
formance. 

Qence, in view of these facts, and that the Legislature has 
made no provision for any adequate compensation for the 
Ubor and services here referred to, the Board have deemed 
proper to defer that part of ihe labor devolving upon it until 
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the matter should be submitted to the Legislature for its fur- 
ther consideration. 

Another reason for postponing the revision of the penal 
code is that it seemed to us very desirable that the Legislature 
should act upon the recommendations of this report before 
such reyision was attempted, as such action might materially 
effect such revision. 

PROVISION FOR VISITING INSTITUTIONS IN OTHER STATES. 

To enable this Board most wisely and effectually to carry out 
the objects of its creation, and point out the improvements re- 
quired, and the legislation needed for the advancement of our 
State institutions, it is deemed important that the Board be 
provided with means to visit, either in person or by their sec- 
retary, similar institutions in other States, and confer person- 
ally and fully with those connected with their management 
and administration. In this way, and in this way alone, can 
we fully avail ourselves of the experience of other States, 
and learn both by their failures and their successes. 

Means should also be placed in the hands of the Board for 
the purchase of books relating to the subjects they are called 
upon to investigate. 

EXPENSES OF THE BOARD. 

The actual expenditures of this Board to, and including the 
twenty-first day of December, 1872, with the purpose for which 
such expenses were incurred, are as follows : 

Commissioner's traveling expenses $164 92 

Secretary's traveling expenses 255 80 

Salary of the Secretary 1,875 00 

Bent of office 125 00 

Office desk and chair 62 00 

Stationery, blank books and blanks 50» 48 

Services of short-hand reporter of Reform School in- 
vestigation 208 50 

Total-. _ -.- $2,741 70 
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AOKKOWLEDQMENTSy 

The Board hereby express their grateful acknowledgments 
and thanks to the oflQcers of the following railway companies 
for favors, whereby the expenses of the members of the Board 
in the discharge of official duties have been greatly lessened : 
The Michigan Central, Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, 
Detroit, Lansing and Lake Michigan, Detroit, Hillsdale and 
Indiana, Peninsular, Flint and Pere Marquette, Grand Trunk, 
Detroit and Milwaukee, Grand Bapids and Indiana, Fort 
, Wayne, Jackson and Saginaw, Chicago and Northwestern, and 
Chicago and Michigan Lake Shore. 

INTERKATIONAL PRISON C0NGBES8. 

Of late public attention has been turned in a much greater 
measure than formerly to the consideration of the best method 
for dealing with criminals and unfortunates. Men and women 
of the highest capacity and the noblest philanthropy are 
devoting labor and thought to the consideration of this sub- 
ject, and every year witnesses new suggestions and practical 
improvements for the management of these classes. A proper 
oversight and care for the needy and the suffering is now 
regarded as a duty enjoined not alone upon individual mem- 
bers of community, but upon society and the State. Asylums 
for those deprived of the full &cnlties of mind and body, 
hospitals for the maimed and diseased, homes for vagrant and 
destitute children, and retreats and reformatories for the weak 
and fallen are generously provided. Sometimes the offspring 
of individual benevolence alone; again proceeding from the 
joint action of individuals and municipalities, and often the 
result of a great act of beneficence on the part of the State 
itself. Conventions and conferences are held, statistics and 
facts gathered, and organized efforts of various kinds put 
forth to ascertain and bring into practical effect the best 
measures for properly dealing with pauperism, vice and 
crime. The interest in this matter has become world- 
wide, and recently an international prison congress num- 
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bering almost three hundred members, with representar 
tives from quite or nearly twenty-five nationalities of the 
ciyilized world, assembled in the city of London for the 
consideration of this important subject. This body of enlight- 
ened men and women, many of whom have had practical 
experience in the super\'ision of prisons, reformatories, and 
charitable institutions, cannot fail to be the means of 
enlightening the public mind upon these important questions, 
and of paving and preparing the way for an improved system 
for the prevention of crime, the safe keeping and reformation 
of criminals, and the care of diseased, weak-minded and poor 
persons. 

CONCIiUSIOK. 

In thus reviewing to some extent the operations of our State 
institutions, and the workings of our penal system for the 
past year, it is to this Board a source of great gratification to 
know that, notwithstanding the State has steadily increased 
in population and wealth, the number of inmates in prisons 
and jails, as compared with former years, has considerably 
decreased. 

The reports of ail the penal institutions of the State verify 
this statement, and show that crime in our midst has steadily 
lessened. 

This realization encourages us to new activity, and gives ue 
stronger faith for the future. 

In concluding this report, we take occasion to bear testimony 

to the faithfulness with which your Excellency has supervised 

the public institutions of the State. Their increased power 

for the repression of wrong and for effective beneficence is 

largely due to the wisdom^ the prudence, and the ability which 

has characterized your administration of the affairs of our 
State. 

C. I. WALKER, 

W. B. WILLIAMS, 

HENRY W, LORD, 

Commissioners, 
C. M. Croswell, Secretary. 



APPENDIX. 



APPENDIX. 



SCHEDULE A. 
Siatementy shotoifig the condition of the County Jails, 

ALCOKA. 

If report. 

ALLEGAK. 

THe jail in this county is of brick, two stories high, and was 
bnilt in 1860, and is valued at five thousand dollars. On the 
day of examination there was but one prisoner in it. The floor 
of the corridor is laid upon the ground, and is damp from the 
soil beneath. A vault beneath the prison receives all the 
excrements from the privy, the stench from which rises into 
the building, rendering the cells foul and noisome. There are 
four cells. The jail was kept as cleanly as it well could 
be, under the circumstances. There are no separate cells 
for females, nor any provision for caring for them ; yet the 
fiheriff informed us that one woman had been detained si± 
months in this jail, as a witness. 

ALPEITA. 

Jail a frame building, two stories high, valued at about five 
thousand dollars, and contains eight cells. 

AXTBIM. 

The jail in this county is a frame building, the upper part of 
which is used as a court-house. Its estimated value is eight 
thousand dollars. 
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BARBT. 

This jail is a two-story brick building, erected in 1852. It has 
six cells ; is warmed by a furnace, and was in good condition 
as to cleanliness. The privy was offensive, the pipe leading 
from it to a vault at the side of the building, being out of 
repair. Provision for the separation of the sexes, and for keep 
ing the younger from the older prisoners was poor. The jail" 
has no bathing facilities. 

BAY. 

A new and expensive jail is being erected in this county, 
opposite to the court-house, in Bay City. It has a Mansard 
roof, with dormer windows and a tower, and is one of the most 
showy buildings in the city. A large part of the expense of 
this building seems to be in the construction of that part to 
be occupied by the sheriff or jailor as a residence. At the 
time of the visitation the jail proper was but simply inclosed, 
so that its probable effectiveness and convenience when com- 
pleted could not be ascertained. 

A frame building used as a jail, at the time of the visit, was 
leased property and contained eleven cells. It was in a miser- 
able condition for the confinement of prisoners; and yet there 
were nine men imprisoned in it, one of whom was a debtor 
confined under the non-imprisonment act. The general con- 
dition of this building was one of shabbiness; yet seven hun- 
dred and sixteen persons had been imprisoned in it at various 
times during the year. 

BERRIEI?'. 

This jail was erected in 1870, and cost about thirty thousand 
dollars, and is one of the most novel and peculiar in its 
interior arrangements of any in the State. It is of brick, two 
stories high. The front part and one wing is used for the resi- 
dence of the sheriff. A wing on the north side is the jail 
proper. The cells are constructed within this room, or wing, 
which is fifty feet square, and are arranged in a circle around 
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a rotunda twenty feet in diameter. This rotunda ia sur- 
mounted by a dome of iron frame-work and glass, and affords 
light and ventilation to the cells. Around the lower story of 
the rotunda are sixteen single cells, seven feet in length, and 
four feet in width at the end next to the rotunda, and six feet 
in width at the opposite end; each of these cells opens by a 
door into the rotunda. A large and deep rain-water cistern 
occupies the whele space beneath the floor of the rotunda, and 
pumps fastened to this floor supply the prisoners with water 
from the cistern and from an adjoining well. A conduit 
which carries off the water from the pumps, also carries away 
the excrements and filth, if any. The prisoners from all the 
lower tier of cells are allowed free access to the rotunda. An 
iron grating is placed in the end of each of these cells next to 
the outer circle, or corridor, through which the whole interior 
of the cells are visible. The upper tier consist of eight double 
cells, and are entered from the floor of the upper story of the 
room in which the cells are constructed, by doors placed in the 
ends opposite the rotunda. This tier of cells is used for female 
prisoners, boys, and persons not permitted to be confined with 
criminals. 

This jail is considered safe. One or two prisoners have 
attempted to escape through the dome, but were unable to pass 
the iron frame-work (or spider, so called) of the dome. Each 
cell has an iron lattice-work bedstead hung to the wall. The 
walls of the cells are all of solid stone. The building is 
warmed by stoves; the ventilation, light, and drainage is good, 
and the jail seems clean and sweet. At the time of visitation 
there were eight prisoners, one of whom was a woman, confined 
in the jail. 

BRANCH. 

The jail in this county has been condemned by public 
opinion for a long time, and by the Circuit Court, and is only 
used for temporary purposes. An arrangement has been made- 
by which the jail of St. Joseph county is used for the confine- 
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ment of sach prisoners as the Branch county authorities see 
fit to send there. The question of the erection of a new jail 
was submitted to the people but voted down. The old jail has 
the appearance of a dilapidated old horse-barn^ and is of such 
a character on the inside that it is impossible to keep it in 
decent order. There are no windows; long, narrow holes 
without glass^ but with iron-bars fastened crosawise, admit 
alike the winds, snow, and rain to the cells, and famish, what 
little light and ventilation reaches the inmates of this out^ 
rageous pen. Yet, in this miserable place one hundred and 
seven males and six females were imprisoned during the 
year, and three of these were insane persons. Since Andarson- 
ville, nothing more horrible or inhuman has been known than 
imprisonment in this vile den. 

CALHOUN. 

The Calhoun county jail is a large two-story brick building, 
conveniently situated. It has six cells, all larger than the 
average of such places of confinement. 

The estimated value of the jail and grounds is eight thou- 
sand dollars. 

Owing to the absence of the sheriff at the time of our visit, 
we were unable to examine the jail thoroughly. 

CASS. 

This jail is pleasantly situated on the main street in Cas^- 
opolis. It is a brick building, two-stories high, with the 
residence of the jailor in the front, and the jail proper in the 
rear. It was erected in 1851, has six large cells, and is warmed 
by means of a furnace. Its estimated value is two thousand 
dollars. It had but one inmate on the day of examination. 
The cells for females are below, and those for males above. 
The cells seemed to require plastering, and were in rather a 
dilapidated condition. No means for bathing are provided. 
The beds appeared to be clean, but the general arrangement of 
the jail for the convenience of prisoners is poor. 
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CHABLfiYOIX. 

Said to have no jail. 

CHEBOYGAN. 

Jail a wooden building, with two good-sized cells^^ and said 
to have cost about one thousand dollars. 

CHIPPEWA. 

CLiNTOiar. 

This- eou ntj has no jail of its own. Mr. Moseti Dl Brown^ a. 
meve^ant at St. Johns> has erected a tempcnraiy building wbich 
ift used Ibr this purpose^ It is a wooden(8tFiictar83 twenty b; 
tweftty-flVe feet in Bize> and one stopy high ; wa» erected ia 
187^ Bfid has five cella There was but one prisooer confined 
there oti the day of examination^ Its cooditibn as to clean* 
linese was good, but there is no- provision for ai^y classification 
of the inmates, or proper separation of the sexes. 

OLABE. 

SW; visited* 

DEL17A. 

Tile jflii ia.i% the villoge of il^sc^naba^, ^nd i^ a^friazoe build- 
iotg^ t\KQ> stories high, twenty-four by thif ty-two &et in sise.; 
wes^ erected in 186$, and has SQven cells for males^ and one for 
females. Its estimated value is five thousand dollars* The 
county has no poor-house^ and sometimes the poor are quar- 
tered, in the jail. A vagrant confined there at the time of our 
Tisit, was the only person in jail. The building was not in 
excellent condition as to cleanliness, and there was a bad 
stench pervading it, which the sheriff ascribed to the filthiness 
of the single tenant. There are no provisions for bathing or 
for any proper separation of the sexes. 

EATOJSr. 

Saton county had no jail at the time of our visit, the old 
one having been removed to give placetoanew jail< then in 
pr(^[re8B of construction. 
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Prisoners from this connty were sent to the Jackson couaty 
jail for safe keeping. 

EHMET. 

No statement. 

GE^JTESEE. 

The jail of this connty was erected in 1866, at a cost of 
sixteen thousand dollars, and was designed to be an excellent 
jaiL The boilding is of brick, two stories high, and contains 
sixteen cells, eight above and eight below, each eight feet long 
by five feet in width, and eight feet high. The interior is 
lined with boiler iron. The floor is constmcted of large flag- 
stones, laid in mortar, but so insecurely that prisoners, with 
such tools as a common case knife and a small iron bar, have 
succeeded in raising them up, and in digging out from under 
the floor. 

At the time of our visit the lower floor of the jail was in 
perfect disorder by reason of an escape of this kind. The cells 
have no means of ventilation, and the whole atmosphere of the 
establishment was foul from the exhalations of a privy vault 
underneath the building. We were informed that there were 
no means of cleansing this vault. The general condition of 
the jail as to cleanliness was not good. The number of pris- 
oners on the day of examination was seven. 

OBAND TRAVERSE. 

The jail of this county is constructed of wood, is one story 
high, with two large cells. Its estimated value is $1,200. 

GRATIOT. 

Has no jail. Prisoners from this county are kept in the 
Clinton county jail. 

HILLSDALE. 

The jail of Hillsdale county is a stone structure, situated in 
the rear of the court-house. The building is two stories in 
height, and contains six low, dingy, damp, cheerless cells, with- 
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out any ventilation. This jail is quite an old one, and without 
adaptation to the purpose for which it is used. 

HOUGHTON. 

The jail is a two-story frame building, thirty feet wide by 
fifty feet in length, and was erected in 1861. It contains six- 
teen cells for males and four for females. All the cells are five 
by eight feet in size. The building and premises are valued at 
six thousand dollars. On the day of examination there were 
five male and female prisoners in the jail. Two of these in- 
mates were insane. The general appearance of the jail as to 
cleanliness was good, but the cells were somewhat infested with 
vermin, and the ventilation was bad. There was no bathing 
facilities for the prisoners. 

HUBON. 

The jail is a frame building, valued at about one thousand 
dollars, and contains three good-sized cells. 

INGHAM. 

The jail in this county is a large square building, with the 
residence of the sheriff in the front, and the jail proper in the 
rear. At the time of our visit there were five inmates, two of 
whom were boys. All the prisoners associated together in the 
corridor. The condition of the jail as to cleanliness seemed to 
be good. 

losco. 

The Iosco jail is in the basement of the court-house. It 
contains three cells, the construction of which, like those of 
all jails made in this manner, is bad. 

IONIA. 

The jail of this county, erected in 1843, is of wood, two 
stories high, and contains three cells in the lower and two in the 
upper part. Females are usually kept above and the males 
below. The value of the grounds and buildings is estimated 
at ten thousand dollars. The general condition of the jail as 
*13 
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to cleanliness was not good. The cells are large, but in a 
miserable condition. The whole jail proper looked old, msty^ 
and dirty. 

ISABELLA. 

Isabella county is reported as haying no jail. 

JACKSON. 

The Jackson connty jail is a. two-story brick building, 
located in the business part of the city of Jackson. The 
estimated value of the grounds and buildings is forty thousand 
dollars. It contains fourteen cells in the lower part, made of 
boiler iron, and arranged in two tiers, the one above the other. 
The upper tier of cells is reached by means of steps and a plat- 
form or balcony. There is no ventilation to any of these cells, 
and no light or air, except such as enters at the doors. Water 
is brought into the jail by the Holly water-works, but there 
are no facilities for bathing. The arrangement of the privies 
is bad, and the odor from them is offensive. 

The rooms in the upper story are large, but rather untidy 
in appearance. There were thirteen prisoners in the jail* at 
the time of our visitation, one of whom was a female. The 
bedding consisted of straw beds, sheets, pillows and blankets, 
and seemed good. 

KALAMAZOO. 

This jail is a large, two-story brick building, thirty-five by 
sixty-five feet in size, with the residence of the sheriff in front, 
which is thirty-six by forty feet in size. The jail was erected 
in 1869, and contains twenty-eight cells, four of which are for 
females. The cells are covered with boiler iron, and are venti- 
lated by means of flues. The building is warmed by a furnace 
and lighted with gas. There were twenty-four prisoners in the 
jail on the day of examination. The jail is kept bcrnpulonsly 
clean ; the floor is scrubbed almost daily, and the walls white- 
washed every two weeks. Baths and tubs are provided, and 
the prisoners are required to keep themselves clean. Prisoners 
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are encouiaged to work, and have painted the jail and the 
ineide of tfae court-house. They have also sawed all the wood 
for the jail and the county offices. 

This jail was constructed with special reference to strength^ 
and' in. that respect is one of the safest in the State; and yet 
the sheriff says that witiiiout constant watching, it is impossible 
to prevent skillful criminals from escaping. There is no 
arrangement for the classification of the inmates, and th& 
young and the old mingle together. 

The estimated value of the jail is $40,000. 

KBKT. 

The Kent county jail has been recently constructed, at a 
cost of thirty-eight thousand dollars. It is of brick, two stories 
high, with a Mansard roof, and a room in the loft for hospital 
purposes. It has twenty single cells, six large double cells, 
and two for females, which are separate from the others ; being 
twenty-eight in all. The floor, sides, and ceilings of the cells, 
an4 the interior of the jail are of heavy hoiler iron, put 
together* in- the most substantial manner ; each cell is provided 
with a water-closet, and ventilated by Eutan^s patent ventilator. 
The- corridor surrounding the cells is divided hy an iron lat* 
tice work, which keeps the prisoners from passing into the 
outer corridor, and enables persons passing through the latter 
to see all prisoners not confined within the cells. The cell 
doors are so arranged that the jailor may close them at the 
same time without entering the inner corridor. The acoustic 
arrangements are such that the jailor, in his own apartment, 
mayo hear the slightest noise, or any conversation going on in 
auy^cell. Speaking tubes are also arranged so that officers 
aud. employes in different parts of the building may communis 
cate with each other. 

On the day of our visit, there were three female and seven- 
teea male prisoners in the jail. Two of the latter were boys, 
wbo:Were in the inner corridor, in association with the pris- 
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oners generally. In one of the female cells we found a girl 
eleven years of age, who had been sent to jail for one week for 
running away from her stepmother, imprisoned with a woman 
said to be a street- walker. 

All the appointments of this jail are of the most approved 
character, and the building is a conspicuous, showy, and 
handsome structure ; but should we venture a criticism, we 
should say that more expense and display were laid out upon 
the part occupied by the sheriff for a residence, than seems 
appropriate for prison purposes. 

KALKASKA. 



No statement. 



No statement. 



No statement. 



KEWEENAW. 



LAKE. 



LAPBEK. 

The jail of this county is a plain, two-story brick building ; 
size, thirty-five by sixty-five feet, and, with the grounds, is 
valued at $10,000. It was built in 1860, and contains six cells, 
eight feet in length, and six feet wide. There were four pris- 
oners in the jail on the day of examination. No provision is 
made for the separation or classification of the inmates, nor 
any for bathing. The prisoners have free communication with 
each other, and are without employment. 

LENAWEE. 

The Lenawee county jail is an old brick building, con- 
structed in 1837, and is in a very bad state of repair, and fast 
going to decay. It contains nine cells, eight for males, and 
one for females. They are five feet eight inches in width, and 
seven and a half feet long, and are without ventilation, and in 
a miserable condition. There were thirteen prisoners in con- 
finement on the day of examination, and three lodged together 
in some of these small cells. The ceilings are low, and the jail 
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has no proper ventilation. The privy is as bad as can be, and 
should be removed, as it could be without any great outlay ; 
the odor arising from it is very offensive, and the atmosphere 
of the jail is impregnated with it. There were two insane per- 
sons in the jail. The general condition as to cleanliness was 
good, but there are no provisions for washing and bathing. 
There is no drainage from the building, and the condition of 
the jail, upon the whole, is extremely bad, and without any 
proper facilities for caring for prisoners. It is so insecure that 
prisoners charged with high crimes are kept constantly locked 
in the wretched cells. 

LIVINGSTON. 

This jail is under the court-house. It contains eight cells, 
and was in rather bad repair, some of the cells are quite large, 
but the general arrangement of the jail is bad, and it was not 
clean. 

MACKINAW. 

No statement. 

HACOMB. 

The Macomb county jail is a one-story stone building and 
contains six cells, one of which is large and designed for 
females. The jail is said to be damp. 

MANISTEE. 



No statement. 



No statement. 



Not visited. 



MANIT0U. 



MASON. 



MARQUETTE. 

This county has a two-story brick building, thirty-eight feet 
square, with a stone building in the rear, which is the jail 
proper. It was constructed in 1870, and has six cells, sev€n 
feet long, six feet wide, and seven feet high. There is no 
system of drainage here, and at the time of our visit every cell 
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had water in it except two, and they were damp. In ODe'f>f 
the cells the water covered the floor to the depth of four 
inches. There were three prisoners in this jail, one of whotn 
was insane. The cells are all of heavy stone work, and the 
jail was designed to be substantial and secure, bat there is no 
provision for a division of the prisoners or proper sepacratiofn 
of the sexes. Water is conveyed into the building by means 
of the Holly water works, and good facilities are provided ^or 
washing. The condition as to cleanliness was tolerable. 

MECOSTA. 

Jail a two-story frame building, containing four cells, each 
six feet by eight. 

MEWOMTKEB. 

Jail a new one-story frame building, twenty-two feet wide 
and thirty long, exclusively for jail purposes, no family living 
therein, and no provision for any. 

The building is neatly painted white, with green blinds at 
the windows. It has but two cells, each of which is seven by 
nine feet in size. There were two prisoners confined there on 
the day of examination, and the general condition as to clean- 
liness was good. There is no provision for preventing the free 
association of prisoners, or for the proper separation of the 
sexes, nor any bathing facilities. 

Jail constructed in 1868, and is a neat brick building, two 
stories high, containing fourteen cells, eight of which are 
single, seven feet by four and a half; four are double cells, 
eight feet square, and two are for females. 

This jail was constructed at an expense of $20,000, and 
seems to be kept in a tidy and orderly manner. There were 
two prisoners in confinement on the day of examination. 

MISSAUKEE. 

Not visited. 
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HOKROE. 

Jail a two-<8tory stone building, forty feet square, with two 
wing% eiBich twenty feet square, and contains nine cells. 
Eight of these are single cells, four and a half by ten feet each, 
and one double cell nine by ten feet. The grounds and build- 
iDg are valued at $5,000. There was but one person in jail on 
the day of examination. This jail is not in an excellent state 
of repair. The young are not kept separate from the older 
{prisoners, and the provision in regard to the sexes is such that 
they can see and talk with one another. The jail was clean 
and well white-washed, but is old, somewhat dilapidated, and 
reported by the sheriff not to be wholly free from vermin. 

UOKTGALM. 

Jail a frame building, thirty feet in length, twenty-four feet 
wide, and two stories high. The upper part of the building is 
occupied as a court-room. It has two cells made of boiler 
iron, one of which is six by eight, and the other ten by eight 
feet square. The jail is detached and occupied only by pris- 
oners. Their meals are carried to them. But one prisoner was 
in the jail on the day of visitation. It was in a fair state of 
cleanliness. 

MUSKEGOK. 

This jail is in the basement of the court-house, which is a 
fine showy building, of brick, and was erected in 1870. There 
are twenty cells in all, each five feet by seven and seven feet 
high. They are poorly lighted, and two of them are almost 
entirely dark. They are not properly ventilated. There is no 
drainage for carrying off the excrements of the privy, most of 
which remains in a vault under the building. There were 
four male and two female prisoners confined here at the time 
of the visit, and one of them was insane. The jail was clean, 
and we saw no evidence of neglect or filth. 

NEWAYGO. 

Jail a wooden building, quite old, with two large cells. 
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OAKLAND. 

The jail is in the second story of a brick building, thirty- 
two by thirty-six feet in size, contains eight cells and one 
double cell. They hare no Tentilation, and must be intoler- 
able, especially in the warm season. There is a cell expressly 
for women, bnt the other prisoners mingle together freely. 
Nine were in the jail at the time of our visit; one of these was 
a female. The cells are not free from vermin. The floors 
were dirty, the sheriff saying that they conld not scrub them 
for the reason that water leaked through into the rooms below. 

OCEANA. 

Jail in the lower room of the court-house. It has five large 
cells. The prisoners intermingle freely. 

ONTONAGON. 

Not visited. 

OSCEOLA. 

No statement. 

OTTAWA. 

Jail a new two-story brick building, containing six cells, 
four double and two single, and a cell eight by twenty feet, 
called the "lock-up." The most of the interior of the jail is 
made of boiler iron. The cells are ventilated by air conduc- 
tors, but the sheriff reports them to be good for nothing as 
ventilators. The building is warmed by a furnace, and was 
constructed at an expense of twelve thousand dollars, and is 
apparently well built and well kept. 

PRESQUE ISLE. 

No examination. 

SAGINAW. 

This is an expensive jail, having been constructed in 1870, 
at a cost of $30,000. It contains twenty-five cells, one of which 
is for females. Two are double, and twenty-two are single 
cells. They are made of boiler iron, and substantially con- 
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fltnicled, bot not well Tentilated. Tbe buildiBg is wani)k«d by 
a furoace, and drained by means of a good eewer, a» we were 
told. Eighteen prisoners were in e^finement at the time of 
our Tisit ; two of these were boys under fifteen years of age^ 
who mingled freely in the corridor with the other prisoners^ 
The pi*emises were not in good order as to cleanliness. 

I^T. CliAIB. 

The jail in this connty is a two-story brick bnilding, the east 
half of which is used for jail purposes. It contains four cells 
without any decent ventilation. The prisoners all mingle in 
the corridor. Among them^ on the day of our yisit^ was an 
insane man^ fantastically dressed^ his head plumed with feath- 
ers, and various ornaments about his person. He had been a 
sddier in the Union army in the time of the rebellion, moA 
became crazy after his return, and has been shut in thitjatl 
for months. It would seem as though some provision might 
be noade for him in the United States Asylum for disabled sol- 
diets of this clasi^ if the attention of the Gteneral Government 
was called to his case. 

SANILAC. 

The Sanilac jail is in the lower rooms of the court-house 
and has three large cells. It is a frame building, constructed 
at an expense of about four thousand dollars. There are no 
means for the dassificatiou of priaone^ qjc a proper sepan^tlon 
of the fiexe& There was but one inmate on tiie i»s ^^ <^^ 
visiL 

SCHOO£CRAPT. 

Hot visited. 

SHIAWASSEE. 

Jail situated in the back part of* the court-house, and not 
very secure, about a dozen having escaped from it within the 
laat two years. There are four good-sized cells. No one was 
in confinement when we were there. There are no means of 

13* 
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washing or bathing, and the provision for the separation of the 
sexes is wholly insufficient. 

ST. JOSEPH. 

A two-story brick building, with eight cells, constitutes £he 
jail of this county. The cells are without good ventilation, 
and the jail is not in a good state of repair. There were three 
prisoners here on the day of our visit. It seemed to be well 
kept, and was cleanly. 

TTTSCOLA. 

No statement. 

VAX BUEBN. 

Jail is a two-story frame building, erected in 1856, and con- 
tains four cells; they are not ventilated, and the general 
arrangement of the jail is bad. The residence of the sheriff is 
directly above the room where the prisoners are confined, and 
there is nothing between them to deaden the sound. At the 
time of our visit the wife of the sheriff lay sick in the upper 
room, and one of the prisoners below was a maniac, whose 
ravings could be heard distinctly in the sick-room. There are 
no bedsteads, and six prisoners have slept together upon the 
floor in one cell, as we were informed by the sheriff. 

f WASHTENAW. 

Jail a brick building, with twenty-six cells. The sheriff 
was absent on the day of our visit, and we were unable to mak:e 
a thorough examination ; but we were informed that the Bcv. 
Dr. Gillespie visits the jail regularly, and interests himself for 
the best good of the inmates, and that its general condition 
was good, considering the facilities and conveniences of the 
building. 

WAYKE. 

The Wayne county jail is a large stone building. with eighty- 
four cells. There are in addition several cells for debtors and 
witnesses. The cells do not seem to be well ventilated, and the 
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fiml cdors from the pri vy, at the time of our viai t^ made the atmos- 
phere in them somewhat offensive. The prisoners all mingle 
in their respective oorridors^ of which there are six. They are 
provided with neither employment or instraction. Each cor- 
ridor is suppKed with water for ordinary purposes, but no pro- 
vision is made for bathing. The prisoners are required to wash 
their own underclothing or to be at the expense of having it 
done. The diet is regular, and consists of very plain and 
wholesome food. The jail is in a fair condition as to cleanli- 
ness, and seems generally to be in good order. 



SCHEDULE B. 
Showing the condition of the County Foor^HotMes. 

« 

ALCONA 

Is understood to have no poor-house. 

ALLEGAK. 

The poor-house is pleasantly situated on a farm of 160 aores, 
in the township of Allegan, about four miles northwest of the 
village of the same name. There is a fair orchard on the prem- 
ises and a good vegetable garden. On one side of the house, 
and almost in front of it is a cluster of fine shade trees, which, 
with a suitable lawn about them, might form a pleasant retreat 
in the hot days of summer. The building is of wood, well 
painted inside and out, has large rooms, high ceilings, and 
transom windows over the doors. The rooms and halls are 
Bght and airy, and present a tidy appearance, except the dining- 
room and some of the rooms occupied by the males, which need 
renovating. On the day of the visitation there were twenty- 
five paupers in the institution. One insane female is very 
diflScalt to care for, keeping her room and her person at times 
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plattefed with her own ezcremeiit& There are nine of the 
iBfluites who ftie idiotiOy eome of them badly m>. There are mx 
pauper children in the honfle. One notieeable feature, worthj 
of imitation^ in this establishment, is the placing of mosqnito- 
ban at the windows of the paupers' rooms. The keeper stated 
that this expense was only seven cent» a window, and the addi* 
tioa to the comfbrt of the inmates must be considerable. The 
cellar looked clean and orderly ; but the construction of oeBs 
for the insane, in one part of it, is a great jnistake, for the 
noise and ravings of lunatics confined there must always disturb 
those above. Sinks, with other apparatus for washing hands 
and faces, are furnished for the use of the paupers, but there 
is no preparation for bathing. Wooden bedsteads are in use, 
and the keeper says that, despite the utmost exertion, vermin 
will gather and breed in them. This house seems very well 
kept ; but a bath-room, an ice-house, a better classification of 
the inmates, and a little more attention to ornamenting the 
ground would add to it very much. The secretary was accom- 
panied by Messrs. Oalkins and Jewett, two of the county super- 
intendents. 

ALPBHA. 

Reported to have no poor-honse. 

AKTRIM. 

No poor-house. 

BAEEY. 

The location of this poor-house is good, but rathor barren 
of trees. The house is a frame building, and seems to be tol- 
erably well kept There are uo separate apartments for the 
insane, nor were there any persons in the institution who 
were badly insane. There is no provision for the separation 
or classification of the inmates. We found three small chil- 
dren in this institution, all from one family. They had been 
abandoned by the mother, who had ran away, and were left 
here by a shiftless father. One of them was afflicted with a 
fever-sore, and the others were in the room assisting in oaring 
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for it The room in which they were kept was cheerless and 
o^ld, and the bedding poor. 

BAYr 

The poor-house is situated in the town of Hiunpton, about 
fbur miles east of Bay Oity. It is on a good farm and is located 
a long distance back from the road^ affording a fine opportanity 
for neat grounds in front of the premises. Thd building is a 
two-story flrame structure, and there is a separate house for 
the keeper. There is a young orchard on the farm, and some- 
thing of a vegetable garden. 

The surroundings about the bouse look neat and tidy, and 
the general appearance of things without and within, except 
in the men's roofn, was orderly and good. The keeper is new, 
this being his first year in the business. The floors are 
painted, and as a general thing they seem clean. Tobaooo is 
not furnished the paupers, and as a substitute, they use dried 
muUen leaves. The farm is apparently well worked, and the 
keeper a good farmer. There is no cellar to the buildings, 
which seems a great defect. Two children under six years of 
age are in this house. One old woman is lying on a bed, and 
is a great care, as she is so infirm as to be wholly imable to do 
anything. The rooms in the female department appeared to be 
tidy and clean, but those occupied by the males did not seem to 
be thus kept ; and notwithstanding it was a warm day, yet a 
half-dozen paupers, any of whom were able to, and should have 
been required to keep their room cleanly and in order, were 
hovering in idleness about a hot stove in the men's sitting- 
room. 

We were accompanied by Mr. Israel Catlin, one of the gen- 
tlemanly superintendents of the poor. 

BEBBIEK. 

This poor-house is situated on a fine farm, about two and a half 
miles east of Berrien Center. The house is a large, square, brick 
building, two stories high, with cellar kitchen in the basement, 
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and is snrmounted with a tower. More attention has been 
paid hdre to ornamenting the grounds than in most poor* 
houses, and the premises in fjront of the bnilding are inclosed 
with a good picket fence. The building was erected at con- 
siderable expense, and is large, and in the main conyenient, 
but in some resx)ects, is badly arrailged, the rooms of the pau- 
pers, and the keeper's rooms being in too close proximity. The 
rooms are very well yentikted, have high ceilings, and most of 
them are so arranged that they can be occupied by more than 
one pauper. Good provision is made for the separation of the 
sexes, except at meal time, and in some instances in the hos- 
pital. The building is heated by steam, which also furnishes 
good facilities for steaming food and washing clothes. 

A wind mill attached to a well near the house supplies water 
for general use, and it is intended to convey water by it into 
the second story of the building. There are no bathing facili- 
ties, but good sinks and conveniences for the paupers to wash 
themselves. A dumb waiter conveys the food of the paupers 
from the kitchen to the dining hall. There are transom win- 
dows over most of the inner doors. There were eight insane 
persons in the institution, four of whom were confined in a 
small building near by at the time of the visitation ; they pre- 
sented a very loathsome appearance. In this place were both 
men and women who were only separated by a narrow hall 
and upright wooden grates. There were two cells in the base- 
ment of the main building in which insane women were also 
kept. This would seem to be a most unsuitable place for the 
confinement of such persons. There were two deaf and two 

« 

blind persons, and also four children under 14 years of age, 
in this institution. 

BRAKOH. 

The poor-house of this county is situated a short distance 
from the city of Coldwater, on a farm of one hundred and forty 
acres. The house is a two-story brick binilding, commodious, 
but not' as well arranged as it should i)e. We found two insane 
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persons confined here in cells of about eight by ten feet in size ; 
one, a woman, had been here over a year, and is quite noisy at 
times. She has been at the asylum at Kalamazoo, but was 
dismissed as incurable. The house presented a genera) appear- 
ance of cleanliness and order. 

CALHOUN. 

We fouud the board of superintendente of this county in 
session, and in company with them visited the poor-house. It 
is situated on a farm of 140 acres, near the city of Marshall. 
The main building is a two story frame structure. The house 
and premises were in good order, and the inmates generally 
seemed comfortable. There were seven insane persons kept in 
close confinement here, in grated cells seven feet in width by 
eight in length. The building for them is new, and the pro- 
vision for their treatment appeared to be as good, if not better, 
than in most of the poor-houses in the State. Several large 
and comfortable rooms have been added to the building, 
designe,d for the purpose of separating the better class of pau- 
pers from the more degraded ones. An excellent garden on 
the premises is cultivated mainly by the paupers, and such of 
them as were able to be employed, seemed provided with some- 
thing to do. 

CASB. 

The Cass county poor-house is in the township of Jefferson, 
three miles southwest of the village of Gassopolis. The main 
building is of brick, has a Mansard roof and a tower, and pre- 
sents a very fine appearance. The rooms generally are large, 
with high ceilings, and are kept in a very neat and tidy man- 
ner, and have the appearance of a comfortable and attractive 
home. The beds and bedding are excellent, and the appear- 
ance of the inmates indicates good care. In the arrangement 
of the building the provision for the separation of the sexes is 
not as effective as it should be, they having all to pass through 
the same halls to their lodging rooms. There were two insane 



104 APPXVBIX. 

• 

petsons in the institution ; one of them waa violent and wm 
confined in a email brick bnilding erected for snoh pnipoeefl^ 
There were eleyen children, all under fifteen years of age, haf/t 
at the house, and two idiots. There is no provision for bath- 
ing. There were 31 inmates in all. Some of them were mok, 
and yet were made so comfortable that it would scarce have 
been imagined that they were paupers. A good ice-house is 
attached to the premises. Mr. D. M. Howell and James Boyd 
accompanied us on this Visit ; the latter bears the name, in thtfl 
vicinity, of the " father of the poor.*' 

CHABLEYOIX. 

Is understood to have no poor-house. 

OHEBOTOAK. 

Has no poor-house. 

CHIPPEWA. 

Has no poor-house. 

CLABE. 

Supposed to have no poor-house. 

CLINTON. 

This poor-house is a plain two-story frame building, situated 
in the township of Brigham, about 3^ miles from the village 
of St. Johns. Although a portion of it is new, it does not 
present a very attractive appearance, and is not well adapted 
for a classification and division of its inmates. The farm is 
pleasantly located and seems to be in a good condition. It has 
a good orchard and vegetable garden. There are 24 inmates, 
of whom one is insane, and five children under sixteen years 
of age, three of which are idiotic. There are several old men 
in the house, and one man who is suffering severely from 
what is called a cancer, in his face. Some of the rooms occn- 
pied by the old men are foul, and do not present a tidy appear- 
ance. This is probably owing to the fact that there is not 
sufficient assistance to enable the keeper to look after the 
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premises as completely as he woald like to. There are no 
provisioDS for l)athiDg or washing, and no conyenience for 
oaring for the sick. The bedsteads are wooden, and not 
altogether free from vermin. The table-ware looked good, the 
dU^s being of white crockery, and the fare appeared to be 
excellent. Last January the keeper was stabbed by one of the 
inmates, and the year before one of the panpers endeavored to 
kill him. Both of these men are in prison, the first in Jack- 
floa for five years, and the other in the Detroit House of Gor- 
tieotiou. This shows the necessity of keeping ricious persons 
out oi the poor-houses, as both of these men were able to 
work, but drifted into this establishment by reason of their 
Umness, 

Hon. H. M. Perrin, of St John% accompanied us on our 
visit to this institution. 

DELTA. 

Hafl no poor-house ; temporary relief being provided when- 
ever possible. 

BATOK- 

The poor-house consists of two buildings, one a frame, and 
the other of brick, on a good farm a short distance from the 
village of Charlotte. The buildings are but poorly adapted to * 
the purpose for which they are used. The provision for the 
care of the insane is not at all sufficient. A crazy woman was 
shut up here in a dark, plank cell, in the cellar, there being no 
dther place in the building in which she could be cared for in 
cold weather. In warm weather she was i^ermitted to range 
about the yard of the premises. A woman who had formerly 
been a school-teacher, and had become insane, was confined in 
the small rooms without any treatment, and was a sad specta- 
cle. The general condition of the house was orderly, and the 
iamates seemed to be well fed. One of the superintendents of 
the poor acconlpanied us on the oiccasion of our visit. 

KMMHT. 

No poor-house. 
14* 
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GBKB8BE. 

The poor-bonBe is a large twoHstory brick bnilding, located 
on a farm of 103 acres, near the Tillage of Flint. The build- 
ings are plain bnt roonoiyy and presented many indications of 
care for the comfort of the inmates. Neatness and good order 
generally prevailed. A large portion of the inmates were kept 
in a large hall, in which the beds were arranged side by side, 
after the manner of a hospital. A boy of about sixteen or 
seventeen years of age was chained in one corner of this hall 
because he was filthy and mischievous. He was troubled with 
epilepsy, and was constantly making repulsive contortions, 
which must have been an annoyance to the other inmates. In 
two small rooms, off from the hall, were two sick men, one of 
whom was upwards of a hundred years old, and required the 
same attention as a child; the other with a cancer eating out 
his face. The stench from both these rooms was strong and 
foul. There were three insane persons in this institution, bnt 
none of them were violently so. No suitable provision has 
been niade for the care of insane persons. 

GRAND TSAYSBSE. 

Not visited. 

GBATIOT. 

No report. 

HILLSDALE. 

We visited the poor-house in this county in company with 
Hon. Daniel L. Pratt It is a frame building, on a pleasant 
farm of 200 acres, near the village of Hillsdale. Opposite to 
the main building there is a small frame house, in a miserable 
condition, occupied by the male paupers. The character of 
this building was such that it could not well be kept in a 
decent condition. Aside from this, the premises were clean, 
neat, and orderly. There were several insane persons in the 
house, some of whom are violently so, and are required to be 
kept constantly confined. 
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HOITGHTOK. * 

This poor-house is a large bnildiDg, with stone foundation, 
on a £ftrm of 240 acres, bordering on Portage Lake. The 
house is roomy, well built, and kept, as far as we could judge, 
in a good condition. We saw the paupers at table, and can 
bear witness that the table, with its neat oil-cloth covering and 
good crockery dishes and well scoured knives and forks, pre- 
sented a very inviting appearance. There were thirty paupers 
in the institution; three of them were insane, but not violent, 
and seventeen children. The inmates of this institution, under 
the direction of the keeper, raised and picked this season a 
sufficient quantity of strawberries to realize $186 00. 

There is no provision here for the care of the insane. Thos. 
D. Meads, one of the superintendents, accompanied us to this 
house. 

HURON. 

No poor-house. 

IKGHAM. 

The poor-house in this county is located five miles north of 
the village of Mason. Three wooden buildings, with very low 
ceilings, two of them one and a half stories high, and the other 
but one story, constitute the poor-house. They are in toler- 
ably good order, considering that the character of the buildings 
are such as to make them quite unfit for the purposes to which 
they are appropriated. There are two insane persons in the 
house, and two idiots. The provision for the insane is 
wretched. There were several old persons here. 

The keeper is a humane man, and anxious to make ample 
provisions for the ordinary wants of the paupers. 

The editor of the Ingham County News was with us on this 
visit 

IONIA. 

This poor-house is situated in the township of Ronald, 
abont six miles northeast from the city of Ionia, on a fine 
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fann. The baildiDgB hare xeoentlj been erected at a cosiof 
$11,000, and are neat and oommodions. There la an orchard 
on the premiaes, and a good vegetable garden, mainly colti- 
vated by the panpers ; bat no attention is paid to the coltiTatioii 
of small frnitfl or flowers. The grounds are new, bnt with few 
shade trees about the premises. There are 24 paupers in the 
house now — none that are insane or very badly idiotic. There 
are five children in this county-house now mingling with the 
other paupers at pleasure. Four of them were at school and 
one at home. The school-house is about one mile distant A 
small stream of water runs through the &rm, affording the 
paupers in the summer season ample facilities for bathiag. 
Last year the wife of the keeper wove 240 yards of flannel 
cloth for the use of the house. She also makes all the clothing 
for the paupers, and for their beds, except the coats and Testa. 
The building is heated by a furnace, and ventilated by the 
Bntan system of ventilation. The grounds in front of the 
house are being leveled off and fenced preparatory to putting 
the same in shape. Hon. Hampton Bich accompanied us on 
our visit to this place. 

JACKSON. 

This poor-house is situated on an undulating piece of land 
not far from the city of Jackson. There are a few shade trees 
in front of the house, and a vegetable garden, but no attention 
is paid to the cultivation of flowers and small fruits. The 
buildings are old, long, and low, and do not present an appear- 
ance at all proportioned to the wealth of the county. There 
are no idiots in the establishnient now, but there are eight 
insane persons, two blind men, three cripples, and twelve per- 
sons between the ages of sixty and seventy. One of the insane 
women, in addition to insanity, has the St. Vitus' dance, and is 
constantly going through a variety of nervous contortions. 
She is ugly and hard to manage. The general appearance of 
everything is orderly. There are four children in the house, 
one of whom, a little girl nine years old, is suffering from a 
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hip diflettse. 8he e»era« to be well carad tot, as do all tlie 
children. The whole namber of paupers in the institiitkm 
use thirty^^four. There are three men in this ineiitation who 
have been in good dreamttMieeSy^d seyeral of the insane 
hsTe been tolerably well educated. One of the old men, eighty* 
two years of age^ had considerable property^ but made it over 
to hie son on condition of his snj^rt. He formed a dislike 
to his son's wife, and came here rather than to live with her. 
These who have brought themselyes here by their vices and 
]»roffigacy are usually the worst to take care of, and the most 
fiiuli-flnding. 

KALAMAZOO. 

The poor-house of this county is situated in the township 
of Gomstock, about two miles south-west of the village of 
Oalefiburg, on a most excellent farm, almost every acre of 
which is tillable. The front view is fine, and in the rear the 
Kalamazoo River bounds and waters the plaoe. The &rm 
itself seems to be well worked, and in excellent condition. 
The buildings look tidy outwardly, but in the interior show 
need of a general renovation, particularly in regard to paint 
audjBome of the plastering. There seems to be, too, special 
need for better ventilation, as a number of the rooms were 
disagreeable from the odor of confined air. The ceilings are 
low, and the building not well adapted for county purposes, it 
being originally built for a company of Fourierites, who 
attempted here to carry their theories of living into practice, 
but faQure attending their enterprise, the county purchased 
the farm, and it has since been used as an asylum for the 
wretched victims of poverty. The whole number of inmates 
now in the institution is thirty- four. Among these are six 
idiots, some of whom are very low in the scale of intelligence, 
A German woman is here with four children, all somewhat 
demented. The oldest, a boy of sixteen, lies in his bed most 
of the time. The next is a girl, deaf and dumb, fourteen 
years old. The third is a girl eight years old, never speaks, 
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although she can talk, and haa been known, sometimes to con- 
verse with her mother in German. The yonngest is a boy 
abont two years old; he does not seem qnite right. Some 
years since the father an^ mother of these children became 
seized with the delusion that two of their children were 
deitiesy and bestowed all manner of worship upon them, erea 
abstaining from food, insisting that they wonld be mirac- 
nlonsly kept alive through the interposition of these gods. This 
delusion followed them until the fiftther landed in the House 
of Correction, and the mother and children in the poor-house. 
There is one pauper here whose father was a wealthy man in 
the county, and who has now a wealthy brother who supplies 
him with clothing and some other delicacies, including three 
drams of liquor per day. Intemperance is the principal cause 
of all his trouble. 

KALKASKA. 

Has no poor-house. 

KENT. 

This poor-house is quite pleasantly located on a farm not 
fax irom the city of Orand Bapids. The farm is well worked, 
and is watered by a small stream running through it The 
only small fruits raised are strawberries, of which there is 
quite a good bed. There is an orchard also, and a vegetable 
garden. Shade-trees have been put out, but there are but few 
that have attained to any size about the premises. The build- 
ings, which are generally warmed by stoves, are poor; but an 
extra building put on the west end is new and good, and one 
called the " FooFs House " is good. The keeper and his 4ady 
are Hollanders, and are active, energetic people. 

The wife of the keeper has no help save such as she gets 
from the paupers, and she manages to make all the inmates 
who are able do something. All the clothing is made by 
the paupers, under her supervision, and so is all the mending. 
The wood for the institution has all been prepared by the 
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inmates. The house seemed to be frequently scrubbed and 
often white-washed. There were in the house eight idiots and 
sixteen insane persons^ but none of them are dangerous. One 
blind girl has been at the Asylum at Flint, and is to be taken 
there agoiu. The sle^ing-rooms are generally too small, some 
of the cells having no windows, but only small openings, 
which must make the cells cold, and afford insufficient light 
at times. 

KEWEENAW. 

No report. 

LAKE. 

Has no poor-house. 

LAPEEB. 

The poor-house in this county is situated in the township of 
Mayfield, about two miles from the village of Lapeer, upon a 
good farm of .eighty acres. A good barn and out-houses are 
attached to the premises. It has a fair young orchard, and a 
tolerably good garden ; but little effort has been made to beau- 
tify the premises. A good flowing well on the place furnishes 
ample water for bathing and other purposes, yet there is no 
provision for baths. There are twelve children in the estab- 
lishment, all under eleven years of age ; one an infant only 
three months old. The matron of the establishmeirt last vear 
did $40 worth of knitting besides doing all the ordinary sew- 
ing for the house. On the day of visitation all was confusion, 
incident to the rebuilding of the house. There are quite a 
number of old people here, two idiots, and five insane persons, 
one of, which is a female. The cries of the insane woman 
oonid be heard over the whole house. 

It was heart-sickening to witness the little children in this 
establishment, mingling with the vile, demented, crazy, and 
older paupers. The general appearance of the premises is 
good, but the noise of the hammers and the saw, intermingled 
with the cries of insanity and of the children, made the place at 
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that time oonfofiion iteelt The keeper of thie house is a sin- 
gle mftn and the female department is managed by a matron 
and assistants. There is no cellar under this buildings on 
account of the water being near the surface of the ground. 

LENAWEE. 

The poor-house in this county is a large three-story brick 
building, on a farm of 150 acres, about two miles south-west of 
the city of Adrian. The building presents a fine appearance, 
and in many respects is well adapted to the purpose for which 
it is designed. Several insane persons are kept here. The 
provision for these, though new, is hardly what it should be, 
Their cells are adjoining the apartment allotted to the females, 
and the noise and ravings of the more violent ones disturb the 
inmates of that part of the house. The building is warmed by 
steam. A change of keepers has recently taken place, and it 
is now conducted in a very orderly manner, and when visited 
by us the premises were in a neat and tidy condition. Among 
the paupers in this establishment we found one who had been 
supervisor of his town, and another who was formerly a super- 
intendent of the poor. 

LIVIKaSTOX. 

This poor-house is well situated, lying handsomely on a 
n&ain road, ubout six miles south-west of the village of HoweU, 
and runs back to the Shiawassee Biver. In ^ont of the keep- 
er's honse there are some shade trees and a flower garden, and 
upon the premises there are t^ree bearing orchards, from which 
over one hundred barrels of good apples were sold last year, 
after supplying the paupers and the keeper with all they desired. 
The dwelling of the keeper is a frame building, one story and 
a half high, with a wing two stories high. Apart from this is 
a new brick building, especially for the paupers. Sane female 
paupers are all kept in the house occupied by the keeper. 
Four insane persons are kept in the lower part of the briek 
buildiug ; three are women and one a man. One of the women 
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complained that the man insulted them^ and the keeper said 
it was true, but he had no other place to put them. The upper 
part is occupied by sane paupers. Two of them are very old 
men. Until within a year or so, the paupers of this county 
were let out to the lowest bidder to be supported. The contract 
was let for 1600 per year, and they were miserably cared for. 

MACKINAW. 

Has no poor-house. 

HACOMB. 

The poor-house in this county is situated in the village of 
Mt. Clemens. It is a large building, and appeared to be ex- 
ceedingly well kept. The grounds about it were tastefully 
arranged. The interior of the house was clean, sweet, and 
comfortable. There was a number of insane persons in the 
establishment, as well as of idiots, some of whom were kept in 
close confinement in a small building provided for the purpose, 
a short distance from the house. In a yard adjoining this 
small building we saw five children, all idiots of the lowest 
order ; and the Hon. Giles Hubbard, who was with us, declared 
that he had never seen any exibition of human deformity that 
equaled them. The arrangements for taking care of the 
insane and idiotic did not compare favorably with the other 
conveniences of the house. We noticed here that the paupers 
generally had some work to do. 

MANISTEE. 



No report. 



No poor-house. 



MAKITOU. 



MARQUETTE. 

This poor-house is pleasantly situated in Marquette, about 
one mile from the business part of the city. The buiMing is 
frame, two stories high ; and although the main part is old 
and rather dingy in appearance, yet the character of the prem- 
ises is fair as to cleanliness and order. A garden is attached, 
which seems to be well cultivated. A few shade trees have 
15* 
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been planted, bat no great pains have been taken to iraproye 
the gronnds. Tiro new cells hare lately been constrncted for 
insane persons, and one person was confined therein. A good 
share of the inmates were sick, md the honse appeared to be 
as much a hospital as anything else. There was no provision 
for bathing. 

XASOK. 



Has no poor-honse. 



No report 



Has no poor^honse. 



XECOSTA. 



HSHOMIKEE. 



lilDLAKD. 

This house is sitaated about three miles south-east of the 
city of Midland, on a new farm, and the principal part of the 
buildiugs are new. The house is neat, and looks like a good 
farm-house, but is poorly adapted to the purposes for which it 
is used, there being no means for a separation of the fia>mily of 
the keeper from the paupers, and no arrangement by which 
the sexes can properly be separated. The house is well painted 
inside and out. There is a new barn, and the general appear- 
ance of the farm is good. But little attention has been paid to 
shade trees or the cultivation of fruit. There are four children 
in the institution, and two insane persons. One of these is 
kept shut up in a close room, and is really an object of pity. 
In this house the keeper and the paupers all live, as it were, 
together, eating at the same table, and mingling much in the 
same rooms. There is a stream of water running through the 
farm. 

KISSAUEXB. 

Has no poor-house. 

MONHOI!. 

The poor-house of this county was erected in 1830, and is a 
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two*fitory frame baildiDgy with additions made thereto from 
time to time. It is qmte dilapidated, and is unfit for the nse 
to which it is pat It has connected with it, a farm of 358 
acres. There were no insane persons in close confinement 
here. There was quite a number of old persons, and some of 
their rooms were not very tidy. The other parts of the house 
were in as fair a state of cleanliness as could be expected in 
view of the conveniences and rickety state of the building. 

KONTCALH. 

This poor-house is situated on a farm of 120 acres, five and 
one-half miles northeast of the village of Oreenville. * A small 
stream of water flows in front of the house. The fences are 
good, and there is a good vegetable garden, but no flowers nor 
small fruits, except currants. An addition to the house is 
being oonfttructed for the purpose of making more sleeping 
rooms for the paupers. It will be two stories high, with a 
wide hall passing through the center, with rooms on either 
side. 

The number of paupers on the day of visitation was seven, 
of whom three were children and one a woman upwards of 
eighty-four years old. She is said to have eight children alive, 
one of whom is a minister in Iowa. She is hard to care for, 
and her children have permitted her to go upon the charity of 
the county and the care of strangers rather than to be at the 
trouble of looking after her themselves. The country is new, 
and the poor-house has not had, perhaps, the attention that 
similar institutions have in some of the older counties ; but, 
on the whole it is a good beginning, and speaks well for the 
enterprise and humanity of the superintendents who have it 
in charge. 

MUSKEGOK. 

The Muskegon county poor-house is a plain wooden building, 
situated on a good farm of 80 acres. Ko provision has been 
made here for thecal^ of the insane, and ponsequently some who 
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could not be admitted into the Asylum at Kalamazoo have 
had to be placed in the common jail of the county^ to saye 
them from harmiug themselves or others. 

NEWATGO. 

Has no poor-house. 

OAKLAND. 

This poor-house is in the township of WateiVbrd^ about two 
and a half miles northwest from the city of Pontiac, is located 
upon a farm of 137 acres, and can be seen from the Detroit 
and Milwaukee railroad. The house is a large brick buildiug 
two and a half stories high. It was erected in 1866, and pre- 
sents a very fine appearance. It is roomy and has facilities 
for the accommodation of many more than are usually provided 
for therein. There are thirty-six inmates, ten of them insane 
and five idiots, and also nine or ten old and feeble persons. 

There is a garden and two good orchards on the premises, 
but not much attention is paid to raising the smaller fruits. 
The prospect from the house is good, and it may be made a 
very pleasant spot indeed. In the upper part of the house, 
are small rooms with barred windows, specially provided for 
the insane. None of them, however, are kept in close confine- 
ment in these rooms. The house has a lying-in department 
in which six children have been born during the year. The 
rooms were clean and generally in good order. Five weekly 
newspapers are furnished to the paupers. We were accompa- 
nied on this visit by Hon. M. E. Orofoot, of Pontiac, and two 
of the superintendents of the poor. 

OTTAWA. 

The poor-house of this county is pleasantly situated on the 
bank of Grand Eiver, about three-fourths of a mile from the 
village of Eastmanville. The farm is large and desirable, 
comprising about two hundred acres. The main part of the 
building is old, but has been so many times remodeled that it 
has been almost entirely built anew. The rooms in this part 
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of the house, which are principally occupied by the female 
paupers, bear many marks of age, and do not present as tidy 
an appearance as the newer part of the house, which is mostly 
occupied by the male paupers. There were twenty-six inmates 
in the institution, at the time of the visitation, of which two 
were children under five years of age, and five were insane. 
Two of the insane persons were kept in cells very well suited 
for the purpose. To each of them there was attached a privy, 
outside of the cell, and the excrement passes off into a 
receiver. A very neat, small bath-tub has recently been pro- 
vided for the use of the females, and facilities for washing and 
combing are good. Some of the rooms appeared clean and 
sweet, but a few of them looked as though they were anxiously 
waiting for white-wash and repairs. The classification of the 
inmates and the provision for the separation of the sexes are 
not as complete as they should be. There are good barns 
on the place, with some very convenient and ingenious con- 
trivances for keeping stock and storing the produce of the 
farm. An ice-house furnishes an abundant supply of this 
article during the whole season. This is certainly a most 
desirable acquisition to any poor-house, especially in case of 
sickness. One of the insane men was very vigorously at work 
splitting wood. It was said that he was a great worker, and 
constantly doing something. There is a good orchard on the 
place, and some attention is paid to raising small fruits. The 
buildings are well painted, and the fences plain and good, but 
the shade trees are few. 

SAGINAW. 

The poor-house is situated in Saginaw township, about five 
miles northwest of Saginaw City. It is located upon a pretty 
good but small farm. The building is a large plain one. The 
surroundings are pleasant, but no attention has been given to 
ornamenting the grounds. A small orchard on the place has 
been in bearing for the past five or six years, but the fruit is 
poor. There are two children in this poor-house, and six 
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insane persons. One of them^ a man, is locked up all the 
time and is quite noisy. The room in which he is confined 
contains only a bunk covered with straw and a couple of blan- 
kets, and is loathsome in the extreme. A large iron tub has 
been procured for the use of the inmates of this poor-housej 
and a bath-room is soon to be provided, so that the paupers 
may have the full benefit of plenty of water. The tables are 
covered with oil-cloth, which, though well worn, is certainly a 
great improvement on bare tables. The crockery and tin-ware 
that we saw in use were good, and the latter seemed to have 
been nicely scoured. Some of the rooms are kept in excellent 
order ; this is especially the case with a couple of rooms in 
charge of an old gentleman, who said he was eighty-nine years 
of age. From all that we could learn, we should judge that 
the present keeper, who has only been in the house seven 
months, is keeping it more humanely than it has been kept 
before. 

SAXILA.C. 

This poor-house is located in the township of Lexingtoni 
about five miles northwest from the village of the same name. 
The main buildiug is new and in good order, and the farm is 
under a fair state of cultivation. There is a small bearing 
orchard on the premises and a tolerably good garden. The 
building has good high ceilings and is well finished, with 
painted floors and ceilings. Each room has a door and window, 
and the halls are of good width. In some respects it is very 
well arranged, but there is a lack of proper provision for the 
separation of the sexes. There were seven epileptic and insane 
persons in the house on the day of our visitation. One was a 
woman in a terrible condition, having, while uncared for, a 
number of years ago, fallen into the fire during one of her 
fits, and burned her eyes nearly out. The house is apparently 
well kept, and presents a tidy and orderly appearance ; but 
there is no provision for bathing, and no suitable facilities for 



APPENDIX. 119 

the inmates to wash. Two of the snperintendeuts of the poor 
accompanied us on this visit. 

SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Has no i)Oor-honse. 

SHIAWASSEE. 

The poor-house of this county is a large, square two story 
building, situated on a farm of eighty acres. The paupers' 
dining-room is in the basement. This place is also used as 
the common room, where many of the paupers, male and 
female, mingle and associate together. Here we found eight 
of them, five men and three women, all gathered about the 
stove, save one, a young woman of 27, and she crazed ; she was 
chained in a comer, and was constantly moving to and fro 
within the limit of her chain. Mingling with these men was 
also a girl of twenty, whose sanity was in no wise certain ; but 
were her mind not yet unbalanced, commingling with such 
associations could not fail to drive her to madness. At the 
time of the visitation there were 17 inmates in the house. 
The grounds were barren in front, but shade trees had been 
set out by the overseer. The rooms seemed to be clean, and 
the inmates well fed, but the provision for the insane and the 
promiscuous association of the males and the female insane 
must be condemned. 

ST. CLAIB. 

At the time of our visit preparation was being made to 
remove the poor to a building upon a farm recently purchased 
by the coutty. Heretofore the county has employed a man to 
board its paupers, paying him therefor at the rate of 12 10 per 
week. We apprehend that this change will prove greatly 
beneficial to the paupers. There were twenty-three being thus 
boarded at the time of our visit. Four of these were insane 
persons, and five were children ; the latter were not sent to day 
or Sunday school. 

The house did not present either a tidy or orderly appear* 
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ance, for the reason, as the keeper said, they were preparing to 
remove the panpenu An insane woman, who has been a pau- 
per for several years, has given birth to two illegitimate ehil- 

4 

dren, both begotten in the institution. A young man was 
lying in one of the rooms, suffering from a disease called bone 
consumption; one leg had rotted partly off, and been ampu- 
tated, the other had commenced to rot, and the smell from it 
was sickening. 

ST. JOSEPH. 

The poor-house in this county is a two-story frame building, 
constructed for a hotel, but purchased by the county for a 
poor-house. The farm consists of 160 acres, and seems to be 
well cultivated. There is no special provision made for the 
insane ; they occupy a room by themselves ; some of them were 
excitable and diflBcult to take care of. The keeper's wife, an 
elderly lady, had charge of them, and seemed to have her hands 
full, as other cares incident to the house devolved upon her 
at the same time. The general condition of the rooms was 
tolerable as to cleanliness and order, but would,- we apprehend, 
have been better if there had been more help. It was cer- 
tainly as much as one woman could well do to care for three 
or four insane persons. 

TUSeOLA. 

No report. 

VA^ BUREN. 

The poor-house is located on a farm in the town of Hartford, 
about 2^ miles east of the village of the same name.^ The farm 
is pleasantly situated and is in an admirable condition ; the 
fences, crops, and bams all give evidence that a good farmer 
is in charge. There is a good vegetable garden, and a fair 
orchard on the premises. But little attention has been paid 
to ornamenting the grounds about the house with shade and 
ornamental trees. A fair lawn in front of the house is inclosed 
by a good fence, the front being picket, and might, by the 
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addition of shade trees and shrubbery, be made a very inviting 
spot Within, the house is a model of neatness ; we have seen 
but few if any homes that surpass this one in neatness and 
good order. The rooms and beds of the {)aupers appeared as 
good as those of any well regulated family. It certainly reflects 
credit upon superintendents, the keeper, and his lady, that a 
house with no more conveniences than this one is kept in 
such a tidy, healthy, and good condition. 

The great want in this establishment is proper means for 
the classification of the inmates. The old and young, the sick 
and the well, the sane, the idiotic and demented are all thrown 
together, and children are associated with the ignorant and 
vile. At the time of our visit there were but 12 paupers in the 
house ; none WBre insane ; one is idiotic and suffers terribly from 
violent and painful contortions; another is a weak-minded 
girl. Most of the remainder are old men and women, several 
of whom have passed three score and ten. The average num- 
ber maintained at the house is about twenty. This house 
should be supplied with better facilities for bathing and vrith 
a suitable ice-house, hospital accomodations, and a better din- 
ing-room and sitting-room for the paupers. 

WASHTENAW. 

The poor-house in this county is pleasantly situated, about 
two and a half miles southeast of the city of Ann Arbor. 

It is located on a farm of 120 acres, which is under a fine 
state of cultivation. A good vegetable garden is tilled in part 
by the paupers. In the road opposite the house are some 
very fine shade trees, adding much to the appearance of the 
premises. 

The principal building is of brick, two stories high, and 
has a good basement. The dwelling of the keeper is a frame 
building attached to the brick one. 

A two-story brick building has recently been erected for a. 
county asylum for the insane. On the day of our visit, there? 
16* 
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were thirty-five crazy persons in this asylum. They are much 
better cared for here than in the poor-houses generally, haying 
an attendant to look after them. Still they have no treatment 
for the disease that afflicts them ; no light labor suited to their 
condition, and but very few of the advantages of a well regu- 
lated asylum. An insane woman with an infant in her arms, 
was pointed out to us as the mother of seven children, six of 
whom came to the house with ber. An unusual and most 
excellent feature in this institution is the chapel. A room in 
the building has been neatly fitted up for this purpose, prin- 
cipally through the instrumentality of Rev. Dr. Gillespie of 
Ann Arbor, a gentleman widely known in our State as active 
in all philanthropic efforts for the poor and unfortunate. The 
inmates of the house assemble in this chapel almost every 
Sabbath day, and there receive religious instruction and 
advice. The Catholic priest of Ann Arbor has also a place 
fitted up in one of the rooms in the institution for worship 
according to the rites of his church. There is a school in the 
institution which has been taught by one of the paupers for 
many years. He is now an old man, and has been an inmate 
of this house for the last twenty years. Last year his health 
failed, and he has had to abandon teaching. 

This poor-house is in good condition, the rooms generally 
being large and kept clean. The bedsteads are of iron, and 
the bedding is good. One great want is some better provision 
for bathing purposes ; and better facilities for classification of 
the inmates might add to the usefulness of the institution. 
We are informed that ladies from Ann Arbor often visit the 
poor-house, and take an interest in seeing that it is well 
conducted. 

WAYKB. 

The county-house of this county is situated in the town of 
Nankin, on the line of the Michigan Central B. B., about two 
and a half miles east of the village of Wayne, upon a farm of 
280 acres. The building is a large brick structure. There 
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ifere in this house on the day of our visit, 107 men and 70 
women. There is a school connected with the institution, 
with 19 pupils. The building is divided into four wards for 
men and four wards for women, one of the latter being espec- 
ially for old women. 

It has a lying-in department, and employs a physician whose 
time is almost exclusively devoted to the patients of the house. 
The rooms for paupers are very large, and they lodge in beds 
arranged side by side, after the manner of hospitals. The 
upper part of the building is left half finished, with low ceil- 
ings and no chance for ventilation. There is a small two- 
fitory frame house a short distance from the main building, in 
which a number of the paupers are huddled together in an 
uncomfortable and wretched manner. At the time of our 
visit, there were some 25 persons prostrated with chronic 
diseases. 

There are also a large number of vagrant paupers, who 
ought to be where they could be put to work. The rooms 
generally seemed to have been white-washed, and the floors 
frequently scrubbed. But the house is in rather an unfinished 
condition in some respects, and with the multitude of inmates 
and the promiscuous association of all classes together, is, in 
its present condition, difficult to keep clean. 

The table furniture seemed to be well cleaned and scoured, 
and the food wholesome and good, and in sufficient quantity 
for all. 

There is an insane asylum connected with the house, but 
placed at a short distance therefrom, and at the time of our 
visit it contained eighty-two inmates. 

The rooms in this asylum were clean and neat, but the 
inmates were noisy and received no treatment for their partic- 
ular disease. They have no provision for amusements, and have 
not a sufficient number of keepers, and no medical attendance 
Bave the physician of the poor-house. 

WEXFORD. 

Has no poor-house. 
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INSPECTORS' REPORT. 



To His Excellency, Hbkbt P. Baldwik, 

Oovernor of the State of Michigan : 

Sik: — The Board of Inspectors of the Michigan State 
Prison, ia accordance with custom, and the provisions and 
requirements of law, have the honor herewith to submit their 
annual report, together with the report of the Agent, the Chap- 
lain, the Matron, and the Physician, which contain a very 
ample and definite statement of the condition of the Prison, 
with many suggestions which seem to us of practical value 
and importance. It affords us great pleasure to state that the 
affairs of the Prison, generally, are in a prosperous and good 
condition. 

During the period of your administration of our State 
government, for the first time in its history, the Prison has 
not drawn upon the State Treasury for a single dollar to meet 
itff current expenses or to pay for ordinary repairs; but within ; 
these Tour years it has earned more than thirty thousand dol- 
lars, over and above all such expenses. 

Of this sum, twenty-four thousand dollars has been paid 
towards the construction of the new wall, which is now com- 
pleted in an excellent and substantial manner, and encloses 
the Prison-yard with such a barrier as to make escape, by 
scaling the wall, quite out of the question. The balance of 
these suiplus earnings, we regret to say, was plundered and 
stolen from the Prison by its former clerk, John W. Hulin, 
who had been for a long time connected with the institution 
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in this positioD, bat whose peculations and fraads were not 
diflcoyered nntil about one year ago. He plead gailiy to the 
charge against him, and is now serving a term in the Prison. 
A suit has been commenced against his bondsmen to recoTer 
five thousand doIllinSy the full anfount of their liability on his 
bond, and we have reason to believe that the result will reim- 
burse the Prison to the extent of the said five thousand dol- 
lars, for the large losses suffered by his criminal acts, which 
amount in all to nearly eighteen thousand dollars. 

The Prison should never be a bill* of expense to the State. 
With six hundred vigorous, healthy men, some of them 
skilled workmen, and nearly all able to earn, outside of the 
Prison, from two to three dollars a day, there can be no good 
reason given why they should not more than pay their way 
by their industry, while in Prison. We are quite sure that 
any good business man would soon find a way to make their 
labor, if placed at his disposal, realize a round profit, and we 
believe that with proper management the Prison may continnc 
to more than pay its own way, and, when some important and 
needed repairs have been made, prove a source of income, and 
contribute annually to the support of the State government 

The condition of the grounds and buildings is such that, 
for aome time to come, all surplus earnings should be exclu- 
sively applied to repairs and improvements, of which they 
stand greatly in need. There are a number of small, tempo- 
rary buildings, used for storing tools and similar purposes, 
within the yard, which are not very prepossessing in appearance^ 
and ought to be removed and a respectable building erected 
for such purposes. 

The barns and sheds are old and dilapidated, and some of 
them just ready to tumble down. They are very unsightly, 
and a disgrace to the premises. The grounds, both inside and 
outside of the Prison walls, should be laid out, leveled, and 
graded. 

The uninviting appearance of the grounds^nd the surround- 
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ingsr^^we are awaare i& discreditable to the Prison, but we ha?ft 
ndt been able to give them saeh a i^modeling as is desirablef, 
o& aeootiDt^ of the disoider necessarily incident to the enlar^- 
m^nt of the Prison inclosore and the re-constraction 6f the 
walls. Besides, we have had no money for this purpose, as 
nearly aH; the earnings, beyond expenses, have gone toward the 
eonstrnction of the wall. Now that this matter of pressing 
neoesfflty is completed, all the profits of the Prison should be 
faithfully applied to the purpose we have mentioned, and to 
the eionstraction of a new and better barn. 

The discipline of the Prison has been greatly modified and 
improved within the past year. 

Kind, but decided and firm treatment has been employed as 
ths principal means of control, and we think with decided 
BaccesB. Infractions of the rules have been less frequent, and 
there haa been a gratifying decrease of the necessity for serere 
pasisbment. Qood order has been maintained and punish- 
ment seldom required. No class of men appreciate kindness 
and human treatment more than convicts do. Shut oat from 
the world and deprived of the ordinary privileges of life, they 
cacrtfally note ,and remember erery little kindness, and we 
believe are more easily and better goYemed thereby, than by 
the use of harsher means. We have seen discharged convictSf 
about to go £rom the Prisoiii, recouikt the little kindnesses that 
had been extended to them, and with tears x>f gratitude in 
th/^ir eyes thank the ofiicers for the interest they had mani- 
fested in their' wellkre. We'hiave raiade it a point, as fur as 
possible, to ascertain what we could with re«pect to the con- 
duct of such as hare gone out from the Prison, and we are 
happy to be able to state that the great majority have so con- 
dtieted themselves as to give Hxe assurance that they will in 
the future lead better lives* Only a very few have returned to 
their fonner practioes. 

Wie desire to call attention to thei necessity for additional^ 
<^ in the building appropriated to the oouflnement of the/ 
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insane/ and of the need of some better and more hamanesystem . 
for the treatment of these lunatic criminals. There are seToral 
prisoners, that ought to be speedily removed to the insane, 
department, as their malady is of such a character as to make 
it unsafe for them to mingle with the other prisoners^ and to : 
confine them constantly in the small cells of the prison would 
be an act of inhumanity from which we must shrink. A tier . 
of cells might be constructed in the same building, on the top . 
of the present tier, with a balcony or, platform for a passage '- 
way. This would give the required additional cell room with- 
out great expense. 

There is no provision whatever for the treatment of these 
insane prisoners, and we submit, as a matter of humanity, 
whether they should be thus shut up without any of the . 
means of healing. 

Insanity is said to be a disease of the brain . affecting the 
mind, susceptible of relief like any ill of the body. This being 
the case, it seems to us that to leave men thus without any 
provision for proper treatment, is akin to leaving the sick in - 
the hospital without physician, medicine or nurses. 

We think the suggestion of the Agent on tbis subject should 
be thoughtfully considered. 

We trust that the law in regard to the letting of contracts • 
may be changed in conformity to the suggestion of the Agent. 
We approve of the proposed change, and hope it may receive 
the early attention of the Legislature. We are satisfied that 
the labor of the prisoners ought to bring better' prices^ . V . 

The average rate now paid for convict labor is fifty-seven 
cents a day, and this while the common laborer in the streets 
receives two dollars a day. 

The citizen laborer works no longer each day than the con- 
vict, and. certainly does not produce more than twice, as much. 
We are willing that the contractors should make liberal profits^ 
but our. observation has satisfied, ua that it, is not well for xnm 
to become too.suddeijly rich. ... 
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We reflpectfnlly ask the aid of 'the Legislature to secure for 
the Prison work better pay. 

Our experience in connection ivith the Prison has satisfied 
us that it -would far better subserye the best interests of the 
convicts, generally, who are sentenced for a limited term of 
ye^ra, if the term of sentence could be so made as to expire at 

some period other than during the winter nionths. 

* 

It is a season of the year when it is quite difficult for men 
to readily procure work, and especially so for convicts, who 
bear with them the odium of having been in the State Prison. 

Belea(^d at this unfavorable season of the year, without 
means or workj they are quite sure to be tempted to go back 
to their old haunts and resume, their evil practices. If there 
is. a period in a convict's life when he needs to be kept espee- 
ially from evil . influences, and encouraged to industry, it is 
when he leaves the Prison. 

Some consideration on this subject by judges and officers, . 
whose duty it is to sentence convicts to the Prison, might in a 
great measure remedy this difficulty. 

In April last the Board appointed James Donough superin- 
tendent of the improvements then being made, and since . 
nearly or quite completed. He has finished the work on the 
wall, and the economy and good judgment that he has dis- 
played, dnring the time it has been in his charge, gives us 
great confidence in his capability to perform such work for the 
best interests of the State. . . 

The entire wall, enclosing the Prison yard and buildings, is 
DOW completed in a solid and permanent manner ; and we hope 
will last so long as we shall have any need for a Prison. The 
entire expense of constructing the wall, including the towers, 
gateway, and coping, is forty-four thousand dollars. To meet 
this expense twenty thousand dollars has been drawn from the 
State Treasury, out of the appropriation of eighty thousand 
dollars, made by the Legislature of 1869-71, for the construc- 
tion of 8ai4 wall and other improveinents to the Prison. The 
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remainder of said appropriation remaixisin the State Tipeasmy 
to the credit of the Prison. The other improvementfl ooa- 
templated and provided for in the passage of said appropriation, 
although mnch needed, have not been made. 

The loweftt bids that we could obtain from responsible par- 
ties to do the work, were so largely in excess of the estimatea 
of cost made by the architects, partly, we presume, in conse- 
quenee of the large advance in the price of iron, thai we found 
the appropriation would be entirely inadequate to cover thc^ 
expense, and, with yoar advice and approval, we reluctantly 
determined to take no farther steps toward completing the 
improvements until the whole subject could be submitted to 
the Legislature for such action, with respect to an increased 
appropriation, as that body might deem proper. 

In order to complete the improvements in accordance with 

the plans and specifications already niade and adopted, it will 

« 

require an additional appropriation of the snm of eighty 
thousand dollars. 

There is not another Prison in America but has a chapel iu 
which convicts may gather on the Sabbath day for moral and 
religious iostructioa and the worship of Almighty God* We 
hold that religious influences are among the most potent for 
thercclanrntion of fallen men. How long shall we deprive 
those thus shut up of the full benefit of privileges of thia 
kind f Shall the convict rise up in the great day to say of us, 
'^ I was sick and in Prison, and ye visited me not ? ^' 

We have no suitable hospital accommodation, the room used 
for that purpose being poorly adapted for the comfort and oaaw 
of the sick. 

Our means for cooking are antiquated and quite worn out. 

We heat the entiie premises by stoves, and the cost of oui^ 
fuel annually reaches the enormous sum of six thousand dol« 
lars, indicating most clearly that we need a radical change in 
the heating and cooking apparatus of the Prison. 

We have thus briefly stated the most pressing needeand 
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WMits of the Prison. In ^iew of these considerations we trast 
the additional appropriation^ so reqnsite to put the Prison in 
a condition to successfully accomplish the object of its creation, 
may be speedily provided by the Legislature. 

To the Agent, we take occasion to return our sincere thanks 
Ibr his active efforts and cordial co-operation in all measures 
for the good of the Prison and the welfare of its inmates. 

And to your Excellency, we feel that the Prison, and all 
connected with it, are under a deep debt of obligation for the 
interest you have taken in all that pertained to its management ; 

« 

for your careful oversight ; your wise and prudent counse], and 
your valuable aid in the suggestion of such measures as have 
advanced the Prison to its present prosperous condition, as 
well as for your pains-taking, kind consideration, and good 
judgment in the discharge of the delicate duty so intimately 
connected with the interests of the Prison, the exercise of the 
pardoning power. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. S. WILCOX, 
L. W. LOVBLL, 
JOHN R. STEWART, 

Inspectors. 
BiATE Pbisok, jACKfiQif,JtfiCH., September 30, 1872. 
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AGENT'S REPORT. 



To th6 Board of Inspectora of the Michigan State Ptieon: 

Oektlemek: — I have the honor to submit my Second 
Annual Beport of the affairs of the Michigan State Prison, 
with onsfeomary tables for theyearr ending September 30, 1872. 
In doing so, it may be proper to remark that the policy pur- 
sued for the year past has been identical with that adopted 
from the beginning of my administration, and upon which I 
commented at length in my last report. 

Although the establishment has not contribated much to the 
repletion of the State purse, it has sustained itself handsomely, 
humanely, and eflSciently. Nothing worth saving has been 
allowed to deteriorate or run down, but on the contrary, the 
general condition of the premises has been greatly improved, 
while our inmates have been well warmed, well fed, well 
clothed, and kept scrupulously clean, with plenty of "hard 
labor,'' plenty of rest, and an occasional meal of intellectual 
food. 

Number of convicts in Prison Sept 30, 1871 627 

" Sept.30,1872 689 



46 U U t( 



Number less than at commencement of year 38 

I' " 

Average daily number during 1871 ,- 642«7 

" 1872...-, - 619.6 

■ * 

Decrease 23.1 
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Number in Prison Sept. 30, 1871 .,--- 627 

•• • received daring the year on commitment 2%2 

Whole number in Prison during the year - 849 

Kumber discharged by expiration of sent^il^e.. '. 230 

'• " reversal '' " ... 02 

" pardoned by the Governor 15 

** . died (including two suicides) 07 

" escaped 06 

260 

*• . ■ * 

Leaving now in Prison _ .j589 



t^^mm 






Whole number of days spent in Prison 227,^1 

No* dayfl productive labor on contracts 1335243 

" for State on building wall, eta 2,997 

lost by sickness in hoq>ital 18,661 

'^ lost by men charged as half-time.. 4,975 

^^ lost by being locked in cells for 

punishment, and lost before being put on 

contracts— - 632 

No. days lost by lumpers, aged, infirm 4,911 

'^ in Insane Prison 4,100 

'' in dining-room, kitchen, and halls. 8,753 

" " in wash-house and wood-house 5,580 

" by hospital helpers in barn and 

Agent's house 2,430 

'• in tailor, barber, and shoe shops. -. 3,723 

" in knitting and darning stockings. 590 

in carpenter, cooper, blacksmith, 

and paint iihops. ^-. 1,673 

Ho. days in Sundays 32,218 

** " in tobaocoBhop .,. 642 

" " in Female Prifion 1,973 

227,001 



u 
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The number of convicts employed on contracts is as foUew? : 



NAME OF CONTBACTOS. 



WMiiBgteB, Gooley A Oe 

inetin, Tomlinson & Webster. 
jtoflUib Tomlineon & Webster. 

Benry Gilbert & Sons 

Henry Gilbert & Sons 

C. HoUlngtworth.. 

Hatch ft Claflin 



BusnrsM. 



Farming tools.. 

Wagons 

Wagons 

Fnmitnre 

Fnmitare 

Cigars , 

Boot» and shores 



PstCE 


Full 


PER DAT. 


Tims. 


|0S0 


102 


76 


80 


60 


n 


60 


70 


Tl 


19 


50 


09 


BT)^ 


90 




4ia 



Hal7 
Tin. 

8 
2 
2 
5 
4 
1 
5 

27 



Highest price paid for convict labor 76c. 

Lowest *• " « '* '' 50c. 

Average " '' " *• '" 67(C. 

Ifnmber of convicts employed on contracts 440 

in dining-room and kitchen 15 
halls 11 



ti 
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U 



H 



(C 
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ti 



<i 



ii 



te 



a 



Si 



€i 



wash-house 7 

wood-sheds. * 10 

soap-house 2 

tailor-shop 6 

barber-shop 3 

shoe-shop 3 

Number of convicts employed in blacksmith and cooper- 
shop - 2 

S'umber of convicts employed in carpenter-shop 2 

paint-shop 1 

tobacco-shop 1 

as lumpers on contracts 9 

Kumber of convicts employed as helpers in kitchen, halls^ 

Insane Asylum, and Hospital 12 

Knmber of convicts employed about stables, yards, Agent's 

house, and driving'teams- i 10 



t( 



iC 



i( 



t< 



iC 



t< 



iC 



ii 



ii 
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KnmbeJr of convicts in ho^ital. :.-- . 16 

" *' aged and infinn — •• 4 

" " insane •- 13 

*• •' employed on new wall 14 

knitting socks .-.. .8 



u u u 



Total nnmberin Prison.- 589 

The amonnt dne from contractors for conyict- 
labor is $15,086 41 

The amonnt dae from United States for snpport 
of TJ. S. convicts is 1,299 30 

The amonnt dne from property sold is 91 81 

$16,476 53 
Indebtedness of the Prison, Sept 30, 1872 2,556 47 



Lefives the amonnt dne the Prison over indebted- 
ness $13,920 05 

The amonnt expended on the new wall during the 
fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1872, of the Prison 
earnings, is 2,712 9^ 

Which amount, if it had not been so applied, 
would leave a balance of cash on hand, and 
amount due over indebtedness, of 16,632 95 

Balance cash on hand Sept. 30, 1871 $2,934 69 

Oash overdrawn from bank _ 1,167 76 

Oash received from all other sources 87,855 12 

Total cash receipts $91,957 47 

. Total cash expended 91,957 47 

The earnings of the Prison for the fiscal year ending 
Sept 30, 1872, are as follows : 
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From conyict labor $78^446 69 

« support of United States convicts 6,023 99 

« rent.- 123 67 

" property sold 2,441 41 

« visitors 1.... 1,983 25 

•«^ teamwork 377 20 

$89,396 01 

Total expenditure for the fiscal year ending Sept 
30,1872 $91,957 57 

Deduct amount paid on new wall $2,712 90 

Deduct amount paid for tools used on 

new wall, but charged to building 

and repairs 122 10 

2,835 00 

Leaves amount expended for Prison proper $89,122 67 

Amount of inventory of movable 

property Sept. 30, 1872 $28,546 73 

Am't of indebtedness Sept. 30, 1871. 6,114 83 

$33,661 56 

Amount of inventory of movable 

property Sept. 30, 1871 $29,655 38 

Am't of indebtedness Sept. 30, 1872. 2,556 47 

$32,211 85 
Amount of inventory less this year than last, and 

decrease of indebtedness this year from last. . ^ ' $1,449 71 
Adding the difference in inventory, and deduct- 
ing the decrease of indebtedness this year from 
last, leaves the amount expended during the 
year for current expenses 87,672 76 

Netinoome ^ $1,723 26 

8 
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Under the act of the Legislature of 1871* granting api^ro^ 

priations for building new wall, the ezpenditare dnrimg Ae 
year has been as follows : 

For labor $6^55 90 

stone 4,802 02 

sand 484 00 

lime 808 99 

water-lime -. 194 24 

team work 377 20 

lumber 426 65 

pay of guards 931 67 

Superintendent--... 792 00 

cement 71 91 

brimstone 15 48 

gates, and freight on same 874 71 

hardware 762 73 

Holly water-works 248 98 

stone-boat, and stone-boat plank 1500 

plates for gate-house 15 00 

hoisting machine — 69 85 

palm-leaf hats 7 60 

printing 58 77 

advertising fbr proposals 207 93 

expense to Joliet for stone 8 60 

expense for plans 2 55 

expense of drawings 1 75 

expense of patterns - 2 50 

plumbing and materials 8 98 

tl7>224 91 

There has been drawn to meet this 
expenditure, from the State Treas.. $14,000 00 

From Prison earnings 2,712 90 

From stone sold 4 00 

16,716 90 

Leaving a balance due workmen, unpaid, of $608 01 
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In addition to the aboTe amount of $17,324 91, 
there has been furnished bj the Prison conyict 

labor amounting to $2,344 6ft 

Team work amounting to 377 20 

Tools amounting to 122 10 

Stone amounting to 106 50 

Making the total amount expended this year 20,175 89 

Amonnt previously expended (see Eeport, 1871), 24,230 62 
Making the total amount expended under the 

appropriation of 1871 44,406 01 

Less amount of inventory of tools and material. . 595 89 

Leaves the am't expended on new Wf^l $43,810 12 



Of the small balance of $1,723 25 in favor of the Prison, I 
have but little to say. My labors, and the labors of the entire 
Prison for the year are before yon in detail. Had the balance 
been still greater or still less, I did not mean that one fraction 
of it should have been secured at the expense of the convicts, 
by depriving them of a good and sufficient quantity of coarse, 
bat wholesome, well-cooked food, or a necessary supply of 
clothing and bedding. The State has nothing but cash to pay 
for its supplies, and in purchasing food, I have never sought 
an inferior article of fish, flour or meat because I could get it 
at less figures. By careful watching of the market, and mak- 
ing my own purchases, I think every item of expenditure will 
show that I have endeavored to practice the most rigid econ- 
omy. The articles of wood, flour, beef, and potatoes; also, 
woolen cloth and woolen yarn, have ruled high during the 
year, while with us they are the staples of life, and we must 
have them every day regardless of prices, "if we do not lay 
up a cenf 

The average days of sickness has been low. 

The average of mortality has been very low. 

The number of convicts discharged has been large, which. 
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of conrse, increases the item for clothiog, and the item of cash 
pai^ discharged convicts. I have given every man the full 
amount of money and clothing upon his discharge allowed by 
the statute, which is quite too low at the best. The average 
number of men confined has been lower throughout the year 
than it has since 1866. The average price of contract labor 
for the year has been reduced ; and right here let me advise 

CHANGES IN THE LAW. 

Under the present law, if the Agent of the Prison desires 
to receive bids for the labor of a certain number of men at 
contract labor, he must set forth in his notice for proposals 
the kind of labor the men are to perform, and he can receive 
no bids for any other kind of labor than is advertised for. 
This has the effect to bar out competition for Prison labor, 
and the old contractor has the State entirely at his own dis- 
position. 

The law should be changed or so modified in this particu- 
lar, that bids could be received for labor in any branch that 
would inure to the advantage of the State as well as the con- 
tractor. 

I hope this question will receive the early attention of our 
Legislature, as two of our largest contracts expire within the 
fiscal year ; and in justice to the State, and contractors too, 
the men should be advertised at once. It is manifest to me 
that the large number of adult men now here on long sen- 
tences perform valuable and skillful labor enough not only to 
support the whole Prii^on, but to give a handsome net profit 
to the State; and any failure to do so would imply very poor 
management or downright dishonesty. With anything like 
adequate pay for the labor i)erformed, this Prison ought to 
clear not less than twenty thousand dollars per annum. 
The Prison is a stubborn and restive animal, to be well fed, 
kept in good condition, and held by the State steadily by tfaa 
horns while the contractors quietly milk it. Oonvicts are not 
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all fooIS} and they understand perfectly well that their labor is 
worth from one to three dollars per day, while the State gets 
only fifty or sixty cents^ and the contractors four or five times 
that, while the convicts get not a cent, though their families 
may be scattered and starving. 

This nneqnal dividend is unjust, and the moral effect upon 
the convict is anything but good. 

The question of giving to a prisoner a percentage of his earn- 
ings is a delicate and difficult one, but it ought to be a principle 
of our prison system, for the good of society and the improve- 
ment of the criminal, especially when there is once a steady 
and reliable surplus gain from the earnings of convicts. 

Another change I would ask is that all convicts whose terms 
of sentence expire on Sunday shall be allowed to discharge o'n 
the previous Saturday. Most parts of our State are accessible 
from Jackson in one day, while but few, or none can be 
reached on Sunday. If men were discharged on Saturday 
morning, most of them could reach their homes or friends 
during the day; but to turn men out on Sunday morning 
with the small amount of money we give them, leaves them 
with bnt little, or none, to get out of town with on Monday. 
In order to save their meager pittance, and keep them from 
trouble and temptation, the Prison officers often take them 
home and care for them until Monday. This question, it 
seems to me, admits of but little discussion. 

THE PBEMISES. ^ 

The Michigan State Prison is located upon the east bank of 
Grand River, some two hundred rods north of the city of 
Jackson, in the valley of the stream. This site was chosen on 
account of the abundance of quarry sandstone which this 
locality once seemed to offer for the erection of walls and 
buildings necessary to such an establishment. This, however, 
proved quite a mistake, for the strata here presented is of little 
value for such purposes, and will not pay for working. 
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The lands belonging to it inclnde something over thirty 
acres in all ; about ten and a-half acres of which, nnder the 
present enlargement, are within the walls. The buildings are 
quite primitive in style and architecture, and instead of occu- 
pying an airy and commanding elevation, are upon a depres- 
sion of the general surface, and do not present a very imposing 
appearance. They comprise a central building three stories 
high without any basement, sixty feet front by seventy-five 
feet deep, and two wings, each two hundred and sixteen feet 
long and fifty-six feet wide. The interior of each wing forms 
a spacious hall two hundred and thirteen feet long, and thirty- 
eight feet high, in the center of which is a massive block of 
320 cells in the east wing, and 328 in the west wing, four tiers 
in hight, making in all 648 cells, with stairways at the far- 
ther end of each, and galleries on each side. The cells, inside, 
are each three and one-half feet vjride, by eight and a-half feet 
long, and seven feet high, supplied with a cot bedstead made 
of heavy canvass extended on a frame, a stool or chair, a little 
shelf or two, a water mug and a night bucket. 

Each cell has what is termed a separate ventilator, but in 
our estimation has but little to do with that object. The 
doors are made of flat bars of iron, which, when closed, very 
much obstruct the light, as well as the air. The same may 
be said of the windows to each wing. The roofs are of gravel 
and pitch, and are in a dilapidated and leaky condition. The 
floors to each wing are well laid, of Joliet flagging, but being 
from one to two feet below the outer surface, are damp and 
liable to be flooded, by heavy rains, from the outside. The luwer 
portion of the front part of the central building is used for the 
offices of the Agent, the Inspectors, and the Chaplain. These 
were dingy, dirty, and dilapidated, but have been repainted, 
repapered, furnished with new mattings, and new stoTes 
throughout. They need a little more furniture to make them 
just what they should be. The second and third stories are 
appropriated to the use of the Agent and family, and with 
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the exception of carpets on the first floor, and a few pieces of 
farniture^ belonging to the State, are-furnished by the Agent, 
nnder the law which provides "no other perqaiaites whatever/' 

The whole Prison front is antiquated in design, and bears 
sad marks of nearly forty years of time and decay. The 
wood-work was, doubtless, once familiar with a coat of paint, 
but this has long since faded from sight and memory. 

The guard-room, the hall-master's office, the tailor and bar- 
ber shops, occupy the rear of the second story. Above these 
is the hospital, with cots ranged around the entire room, for 
the halt, the maimed, the slightly sick, and the dying. 

To this apartment there are attached a kitchen, a dining- 
room, and a dispensatory. 

To the rear of the west wing is the dining room, seventy 
feet square, with a kitchen connected, devoted to all the bak- 
ing and culinary operations of the Prison, all of which are 
performed by male convicts selected for their genius and 
adaption to the business. 

The baking is done in an old style brick oven, while the 
cooking of all the other food is performed in kettles mounted 
upon what are called agricultural stoves. This whole business 
might be greatly facilitated and economized by the modern 
appliances of steam in ranges and furnaces, with a copious 
supply of water distributed wherever necessary. 

THE WALL. 

A substantial stone wall now surrounds the entire working 
yard of the Prison, extending one hundred and seventy-five 
feet east of the east wing, thence north six handred feet, thence 
west seven hundred and sixty-five feet, thence south six hun- 
dred feet. This wall is twenty four feet high, with a smooth, 
unbroken face inside, and is sarmounted with watch towers at 
the angles, and a heavy stone coping with six inches projection 
throughout, and is sufficiently wide for a sentry to walk upon 
in ordinary weather. 
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The old wall of six hundred feet on the norths and about 
five hundred feet on the west side, has been most thoroughly 
and substantially repaired from its foundation, and raised to 
an uniform height with the new wall. It was formerly only 
from fifteen to seyenteen feet high, and was but a constant 
temptation to escape. Its present safe, solid, and substantial 
condition is an improvement long needed, and will contribute 
much to the subordination and good discipline of the Prison. 
The building of about one thousand feet of new wall for the 
extension and repairs of the yard, and raising the old wall to 
correspond in height and appearance with the new, with a new 
gate and gateway, and appropriate towers on the corners, has 
inyolyed an expenditure of forty-three thousand eight hundred 
and ten dollars and twelve cents, including tools, fixtures, and 
some material still on hand, a list of which may be found in 
the inventory herewith appended. This improvement was 
imperative, and is one of the most valuable ever made to the 
institution, and both the Agent and the Board of Inspectors 
may congratulate themselves upon the grand object secured. 
A large amount of labor upon the wall and towers has been 
easily and cheaply secured by the working of convicts found 
in the Prison who were mechanics. 

FEMALE PBISON. 

Of the building called the Female Prison, I have hardly a 
thing to say in commendation. Its location is wrong, entirely 
wrong, standing as it does right in the middle of the yard, 
with the eyes of six hundred male convicts peering at it from 
all points of the compass.- Nothing but a vigUant police on 
all sides of it can make it completely secluded and exclusive. 

It is a poor, smoky, rickety, tumble-down concern, good for 
nothing except a few second-hand brick, and a little old iron. 
It is right in the way and a nuisance to the whole institution 
on account of its location, although its inmates do a vast 
amount of useful labor. 



IKSPECT0H8 07 THB STATE PHISOK. 26 

I should advise its remoyal outside the present walls to a lot 
adjoining the Insane Asylam^ with a brick wall sarronnding 
and separating each. 

IKSANR ASYLUM. 

This bailding, except the cells, is a sham, and it were better 
for the State if the materials composing it lay in piles npon the 
ground it occupies. The mason work of the building is of the 
cheapest and ro ughest style. Its four chimneys are built within 
and as a part of the wall, bat were never lined or faced up in- 
side^ BO that they have but little or no draft, and in consequence 
the smoke issues from between every tier of brick, inside and 
out, from top to bottom of the chimneys. It has but ten cells, 
and those are heated by two large stoves in the hall, but very 
indifferently, particularly when the wind is at certain points 
in the West In consequence of having no wall about the 
building, these poor beings, some of them innocent, no doubt, 
for want of accountability, are necessarily kept night and day 
in their cells, never getting a ray of Ood's sun-light, or a 
breath of that pure air which He so lavishly bestows upon the 
lowest of his creatures. 

I hope the subject of removing the Female Prison to the 
grounds adjoining the asylum ; of improving the present inad- 
equate condition of the Asylum, and of surrounding and sep- 
arating each with a safe wall, will enlist the attention of the 
Board and the Legislature at once. 

We have not less than half a dozen convict patients now» 
that should properly go to the Asylum for treatment and 
safety. 

This department should have the attendance of a keeper of 
acknowledged skill and experience in the management of such 
institutions. 

Patience, kindness^ firmness, and tact, besides the qualifica- 
tions of a good nurse, are necessary and indispensable. The 
duties of caring for the insane are always disagreeable in their 
4 
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character^ and always bestowed upon those who illy appreciate 
them, for want of reason. 

Society should and must be protected from the ravages of 
men whose insanity prompts to deeds of arson and bloodsheds 

They must be restrained from acts of lawlessness and vio- 
lence, and no doubt the surest and safest means of relief is to 
hold them here at the expense of the State. It is a sad 
thought to punish a man for felony whois unaccountable for 
want of reason, and I would not do it; but I would see that 
while they were safely restrained, their physical wants were gen- 
erously cared for by wholesome diet, pleasant surroundings^ 
exercise in open air, some simple labor, and the soothing ap- 
pliances of music, and any harmless amusement that would 
tend to keep them in a state of rest. 

IMPEOVEMEirrS. 

That we need a State Prison at all, results from the fact that 
every member of society, however degraded and depraved, has 
natural as well as civil rights, and when these are violated, 
taken away, or infringed upon, society feels justified in throw- 
ing out of its pale such an offender, and depriving him of its 
privileges until such time as he becomes penitent, or the na- 
ture and proper punishment of , the offense may require. 

If we must have a prison, and can afford it, let us have one 
in keeping with the progress, pride, and wealth of our State. 

Let it be not only imposing in appearance, but vieing in 
superiority with institutions of the kind in other States ; re- 
plete with everything condncive to the health and safe-keeping 
of its occupants. It should have not only good architectural 
finish, but an air of strength and solidity ; all the light possi- 
ble, unusual spaciousness in the width and height of its corri- 
dors, and other apartments ; perfect ventilation, entire freedom 
from humidity, and a general air of cheerfulness, neatness, and 
comfort. 

Meantime every precaution should be taken to preserve it 
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firom fire. To this end notliing liable to combustion should 
be used in its construction. 

Out wall, with the exception of another guard-house, is com- 
plete, and we are not ashamed of it> under the circumstances. 
With proper care it will stand while the next fire generations 
need a prison, and that is as far down the stream of time as.we 
need to provide for. 

A strong necessity exists for the early completion, already 
contemplated by the Board of Inspectors, of changes to be 
made in the central building and the wings. By these inter- 
nal changes, heretofore referred to, plans and drawings of 
which are already in your hands, the capacity of the Prison will 
not only be greatly enlarged, but its security and efficiency for 
self-support will be much enhanced. 

All our facilities for cooking, washing, drying, and bathing, 
are veiy deficient. All of our out-buildings (I cannot call them 
even sheds), are old and disgraceful in appearance, besides be- 
ing unfit for any of the purposes for which they are needed. 
We also labor under great disadvantage for want of store- 
rooms and cellars, wood-shed and soap-house. Our barns are 
a disgrace to the mules kept in them. 

I do venture the hope that the next Legislature will adopt 
the recommendations of the Inspectors, and make ample pro- 
vision to complete these additions and improvements so 
needed, especially since the institution labors under such 
great disadvantages in effectually and economically carrying 
out the objects and purposes for which it was established and 
contemplated. 

Oive the Prison these facilities for house-keeping once, and 
it will then take care of itself. 

In these improvements asked and desired, the cook-room in 
the basement will be more than double in size, besides giving 
US ample room for storing supplies in immediate use. 

In the second story the guard-room will be doubled in size^ 
also possess a commanding view of both wings and all move- 
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ments therein^ besides giving other rooms for the use of offi- 
cers of the Prison. It vill also give us a chapel of ample 
dimensions^ light and airy, well yentilated, comfortably seated, 
and entirely safe at all times for conyening the prisoners for 
secnlar, moral, or religious instruction. 

PBISOlSr OFFICERS. 

These consist at present of an Agent, Deputy, Clerk, Chap- 
lain, Physician, Hall Keeper, twenty-six Keepers, and eleven 
Guards. 

Keepers have entire charge of the convicts from their cells to 
their shops, and during the day, till they are locked up for 
the night 

Guards perform the duties of watchman upon the walls in 
the day-time and in the Prison at night. 

■ 

The salaries of these are quite too low, and in no other 
department can so good a class of men be found for the com- 
pensation they receive. 

I do not want any man to help manage the Prison who has 
not a good degree of intelligence, a sympathetic heart, a firm 
disposition, and capacity enough to comprehend the high 
nature of his calling. The State has no right to subject a 
criminal to the keeping and contact of a cos^rse, rough officer, 
and expect him to do his task cheerfully, and to remain Iamb- 
like in his disposition. 

Nor can it expect to benefit him much with third or fourth 
rate preaching or instruction. 

Few audiences in the country are more capable of measuring 
a speaker's mental capacity or his spiritual sincerity. 

In this particular I am happy in being able to say that, 
whatever of success or glory we may have attained, a large 
measure of it belongs to my associates in the care of the 
Prison and its inmates. Without exception, they are men of 
good habits, high character, and of sufficient mental and 
moral qualifications. "We have worked together cheerfully and 
harmoniously. 



r 



IK8PBCT0RS OP THE STATE PRISON. 29 

DISCIPLINE. 

My policy has been before you and before the public for a 
yeeit and a half^ and is, I thinks pretty well understood. I ha^e 
endeavored to bear in mind every hour since I came here that 
I had in my care and keeping a State Prison ; and that men 
sent here were convicted of crime^ and sent here for a purpose ; 
and that it was my duty to carry out the sentence of the law 
without abating it one jot or tittle. I have tried to remember 
constantly that I stood between two parties — an offended 
society and its offending members — and that the whole spirit 
of management and discipline of the Prison should keep in 
view the rights of these two parties ; and I might as well 
include another — a third party — ^the contractors. While I 
have endeavored to see that the punishment which the law 
imposes upon the convict should be carried out to the letter, 
I have tried to preserve the life and the health that belong to 
him; also to see that while he worked industriously his bodily 
powers should not be impaired by overwork. In short it has 
been my aim that none of the consequences which the law 
attaches to the conviction of crime, should be increased or 
diminished by any action or lack of action on my part. 

PUNISHMENT. 

The authority to inflict punishment is confined to the Agent 
and the Deputy, and even the latter is not allowed to punish 
without the knowledge and approval of the Agent, when he 
is present. The ordinary and most frequent punishment is 
the bare cell and short rations. For more flagrant offenses, 
an addition of tying the hands behind the body and fastening 
them to the cell door. As a last resort, for personal violence 
or a deliberate outrage, the lash is still held in reserve, although 
the instances for its use are seldom found necessary. Whenever 
convicts have, or conceive that they have, cause of complaint 
against ofiScers or any free-men, they are always at liberty to 
bring their complaint to the Agent ; these too, I am happy to 
say, are seldom. 
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The striped dress is still in use, altbongb mncb modified of 
its glaring prominence by substituting gray for white in the 
stripe; also by widening the gray stripe and reducing the 
width of the black stripe. 

The lock step is also observed in morements to and from the 
shops. All are allowed to wear the hair of ordinary length, 
and six weeks beard is given to every man before his discharge. 

Every convict, except those under sentence of solitary con- 
finement for life, is allowed to write once in four weeks, and to 
receive letters every week, all subject to official inspection. 

In a few cases, where the convict was to leave the Prison 
soon, overwork has been allowed ; but this should be entirely 
under the control of the Agent, and not left to the caprice or 
self-interest of the contractor. 

TOBACCO. 

Since June, 1871, no new arrivals have been allowed the use 
of tobacco. At that time six hundred and twenty men were 
drawing weekly rations of it. In December following I offered 
every man who was using tobacco, and had a year to remain, 
a copy of any of the leading magazines, the cost of which, per 
annum, did not exceed that of Harpers', if he would abandon 
the use of tobacco. One hundred and seventy-five men accepted 
the proposition, threw up the weed and took the magaatines, 
which were promptly famished for the ye^. To-day not more 
than one hundred men are drawing tobacco, and these are 
generally life men and old men who have but little other solace 
left. Our item for tobacco for the present year is four hundred 
and forty-nine dollars and seventy-three cents, and for magar 
zines five hundred and twenty-seven dollars and eighty-fiv4> 
cents. 

In addition to the magazines purchased by the State, in 
exchange for tobacco, a large number of men are furnished 
with their own means or that of their friends. With this 
little movement we are well satisfied, and so are the conviots. 
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IKSTKITCTIOK, BELIGIOK, ETC. 

One hour is devoted every Sunday morning to the instruc- 
tion of classes in reading, writing, and arithmetic. These 
labors are judiciously conducted in the dining-room, by the 
Gfaaplain and a few competent keepers, and are uniformly 
received by the prisoners with cheerfulness and gratitude. All 
the inmafces are supplied with bibles, and those who desire and 
need them, are furnished with slafces. They like the slates for 
preparing their correspondence. 

Wo have well-conducted service, every Sabbath morning, 
wiSi preaching by the Chaplain, and singing by a very good 
prison choir, with many of the prisoners joining in it. 

We consider the influence of sacred songs, and any other 
sacred music upon these fallen men highly beneficial, and while 
it tends to soothe and soften their feelings, it elevates their moral 
tone, and thus co-operates in making them happier by making 
them better. 

Mrs. B. Wiuship has ably presided at the organ with us for 
the past year. 

Miss Marietta Baker has never failed us, in storm or sun- 
shine, as an alto singer, and the impressive voices of these 
ladies have added much to the interest of our religious services. 

The general demeanor of the men during divine service is 
good; every eye is fixed upon the speaker, and every ear is atten- 
tive to his utterances, as after conversation with them will 
show. 

In addition, I have read to them for a few minutes, right 
after dinner, twice during each week, all sorts of well written 
articles, " from grave to gay, from lively to severe ;" also on 
Sunday morning preceding service. Mark Twain, Benj. F. 
Taylor, Mary Clemmer Ames, and Will Carleton are especial 
&vorites with them among authors. 

However low an estimate some people may place upon these 
little matters, I have no desire to dispense with them, for I 
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regard them as essential elements of kindly and effective 
discipline. 

In this connection^ I have not a shadow of donbt as to the 
feasibility of admitting to the Prison well-condncted news- 
papers, such as shall be approved at any monthly meeting of 
the Board, by a committee consisting of the Board of Inspect- 
ors, the Chaplain, and the Agent. 

I do not make this recommend as one of charity, comfort, 
or luxury, but I would give to the convict news and intelligence 
from the outside world, for the life, strength, and nourishment 
of his mental capacity, just the same as I would giye him a 
liberal supply of wholesome food, a warm blanket, and a dry 
cell for his physical needs. 

Ten-twelfths of these men will soon be abroad in society 
again, with increased capacities for good or for evil, as they 
may incline, and to shut out from them all light, knowledge, 
and progress of the exterior world, only dwarfs, rusts, and 
weakens their mental faculties by reason of inaction and 
disuse. If he is allowed to correspond and keep alive his 
identity with his family and kindred, why not maintain his 
relations and familiarity with the society of which he is soon to 
become a living and active member. It is a pleasant thing to 
see a copy of some well-known magazine or paper lying in 
a convict's cell, cheerful, wholesome, and amusing in its 
character. It is indeed merciful ; yes, more than this, it is 
just, when we count the weary hours in which the evil-doer is 
obliged to wait in his cell for the approach of his keeper to 
march him to his labor. 

THE CONTRACT SY8TBM. 

In what manner convict labor can be conducted and applied 
to the best advantage, has long been an open question. 

One system is, for the State to furnish all its material, and 
work them on its own account, doing the entire business of 
purchasing the raw material, manufacturing it, and disposing 
of the articles or wares manufactured, by agents. 
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Another, is the letting of the entire Prison labor, in all its 
departments, for a specified amount per annum, to parties who 
manage it to suit themselves, under certain rules and restric- 
tions. 

Third, and last, is the system now in vogue in this Prison, 
of hiring the labor of a certain number of men to contractors 
at a specified price per day, the State reserving the control and 
discipline of the men, to the Agent and his subordinates. 

The system of the State furnishing all the material, work- 
ing it up, and then disposing of its own productions through 
agents, broad-cast over the land, so far as my observation has 
extended, in all large institutions has proved a failure. The 
history of the Illinois Penitentiary is an instance. With 
smaller bodies of not more than 300 or 400 convicts only, and 
then, under peculiar advantages of locality for disposing of 
their products, can it be made advantageous. 

The second system has always proved disastrous. It is 
placing the entire labor of the Prison and its products into 
the hands of one man, or one firm, instead of several, and 
if he fails, the support of the institution fails. 

Our system combines and secures all the advantages of every 
other, I think, and is qaite simple in its operatiinis. It is the 
plan now in favor with all the largest Prisons in this country. 
The strongest objection to this system is, that in some 
instances it admits to the yard and shops a class of foremen 
who have but little regard for the discipline of the Prison, or 
the general welfare of its inmates. 

In many instances they are placed in charge of the work 
simply on account of their mechanical skill, and submit with 
great reluctance to any restraint or Prison authority. 

I am happy to note that several of the contractors here have 
diown much regard to the present and future welfare of the 
men, treating them kindly while here, and taking much pains 
to secure situations for them when they left This has been 
especially true of the Boot and Shoe, and Cigar contracts. 
5 
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Since my connection with the institution I have seen maoh 
to admire in the generons and hnmane disposition of the Cab- 
inet contractors and their foremen, toward the men employed 
by them. This they have manifested in a practical way, 
rewarding industry and fidelity in some instances with sums 
of money from $5 to $20, $40, $60, $80, and in one instance 
that I remember, $100. Very few men are reported from their 
shops, and cases of severe punishment are very rare among 
their men. 

HOLIDAYS. 

The annual recurrence of our National Thanksgiving, as j 
appointed by the President of the United States and the Gov- | 
emor of our State, also New Years and the Fourth of July, | 
were each observed by a cessation of labor in the shops at noon, 
with something unusual, substantial, and agreeable to the | 
palate, proyided for dinner. Some of the most respected ladies 
and gentlemen, residents of the city of Jackson, have always 
honored our audience with their presence on these occasions, 
and I am deeply indebted to them for the graces of oratory, 
the humors of anecdote, as well as the charms of music con- 
tributed to the interest of these occasions. I believe the con- 
tractors will agree with me that these little extended kindnesses 
increase rather than diminish the product of labor. It is very 
gratifying to witness with what hope and thankfulness many 
of our old long-time men look forward to the return of these 
anniversaries, and I cannot do better than to repeat an idea of 
a former report about these pleasant days. To them they are 
like oases, few and far between, in their long desert of silence 
and monotony, or like the bow of promise that gives hope of 
better days yet in store for them when they shall have passed 
the clouds and gloom of their present confinement. 

I am satisfied that in the manner we have conducted them they 
have in no way impaired or relaxed the general discipline, while ' 
on the contrary the presence of good men and women, reading, | 
talking, and singing, assures them they are not entirely cut off 
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from all human sympathy. The whole tendenoy of these hos- 
pitalities is to engender and enliven the kindlier feelings and 
sympathies. I am happy to believe that the honorable Board, 
as well as my subordinates and some of the contractors, 
sympathize and accord with me in these views. 

LECTUHES. 

It is with pleasure that I mention the names of several gen- 
tlemen, of good repute in clerical, social, and official positions, 
who have been pleased, in the warmth and philanthropy of 
their hearts, to visit and address our motley audience for an 
hour on different occasions: Eev. Joseph Jones, Rev. J. W. 
Hough, Bev. J. T. McGrath, Hon. L M. Crane, G. H. Denison, 
Esq., Hon. G. T. Gridley, Prof. A. A. Griffith, Prof. B. F. Cocker, 
and Prof. Moses Coit Tyler. 

Their names, with these kind offices, will long be held in 
grateful remembrance. 

In conclusion I am happy to express my thanks to the Prison 
Clerk, Frank S. Clark, an intelligent, able, and conscientious 
officer, who is ever ready to render me every possible aid in 
folfillment of my duties. 

Also to Dr. J. B. Tuttle, with whom my relations, business 
and social, have been of the most agreeable nature. Under his 
care and treatment the sanitary condition of the Prison never 
was better than for the year. 

Deputy John R Martin, with whom my duties have led me 
into immediate connection, is a prompt, thorough, and obliging 
officer, and has aided me much in the discipline and success of 
the institution ; for which I extend my sincere thanks. 

To David Lane, for his untiring industry, economy, quiet, 
and reliable counsel in all matters of management and disci- 
pline, I shall always feel indebted. 

To all my subordinates I am indebted for valuable assistance 
and uniform courtesy. 

To James Donough, Superintendent of Improvements, I am 
happy to acknowledge my appreciation of him as a man, in 
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every sense of the word. He has aaed great care and discretion 
in managing the men, the material, and the work, for the inte- 
rest of the State. Frank, cheerfol, and thorongh, he secures 
the respect and obedience of the men without apparent dfort. 
His experience here for the past year will be of great adTantage 
to him in completing the work. 

To OoY. H. P. Baldwin, for frequent visits, for confidence, 
kindness, and courtesy received during my official career, I 
tender my warmest thanks. 

To you, gentlemen, for your hearty co-operation in all that 
tends to the welfare and interest of the Prison and its inmates, 
I am in a great measure indebted for all that has been accom- 
plished in the way of physical care and^comfort, or improve- 
ment of the premises. I trust that your watchful guardianship 
of the interests of this Institution will meet with a merited 
reward in the appreciation of the good and intelligent people 
of the Peninsular State, and that our mutual efforts will tend 
in some degree to the good of those in our keeping. 

Appended will be found a report, in detail, of the receipts 
and expenditures of the Prison; also the reports of the 
Chaplain, Matron, and Physician. 

BespectfuUy submitted, 

JOHN MORRIS, 

Ageni. 



ABSTRACT OF MONTHLY STATEMENTS. 



OCTOBER, 1871. 

Gaah OB hand Sept. 80, brought forward $2,984 59 

recdved for ooDTict labor $5,818 86 

" " conyicts' deposit 7190 

*• " property sold 48 70 

«* from United States 76 00 

" visitors 202 75 

6,207 71 

Total cash received |9,142 80 

CASH EXPENDED. 

Porsalaiy of officers |1,977 23 

pay of guards 664 88 

rations 5,428 17 

clothing and bedding _ 185 03 

building and repairs 827 92 

discharged convicts 106 00 

fugitive convicts 109 00 

convicts' deposits 21 44 

oil, candles, and gas 69 87 

printing 9 75 

stationery 1 00 

forage 41 42 

hospital 102 87 

education 17 00 

Hulin embezzlement 55 

Agent's traveling expenses 10 00 

appropriation 626 13 

Total cash expended 9,646 75 
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NOVEMBER, 187^. 

CftshteoeivedinOct., brought forward $9,143 80 

received for convict labor $7,043 21 

** convicts' deposits 89 15 

•* property sold l,bll 19 

*• from visitors 171 50 

Total cash received in November.. 8,265 05 

Total cash received in October and November $17,407 35 

CASH EXPENDED. 

For salary of officers $2,277 76 

pay of guards 655 83 

rations. 3,170 91 

clothing and bedding 6 40 

building and repairs 216 00 

discharged convicts 108 50 

convicts' deposits 4 60 

tobacco 75 

forage 108 99 

oil, candles, and gas 21 46 

hospital 24 49 

education 63 00 

postage 72 49 

appropriations 1,081 06 

Total cash expended in November $7,661 24 

Cash expended in October, brought forward. . 9,646 75 

Total cash expended in October and November. $17,807 99 
Balancecash onhand 99 86 

17,407 85 
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DECEMBER, 1871. 

Oaah on hand Nov. 30, brought forward ^ $90 86 

received for convict labor. ., $6,527 71 

" convicts' deposits. 

*' "property sold 

•* rent 

from United States 

" visitors 

7,886 98 



86 20 


883 96 


13 00 


788 66 


187 25 



Total cash received $7,986 84 

CASH BXFENDBD. 

For salary of officers $2,408 14 

payof guards . 645 83 

rations 2,751 27 

clothing and bedding 420 48 

building and repairs 447 68 

discbai^d convicts 92 50 

convicts' deposits 88 05 

tobacco 115 24 

forage 74 04 

oil, candles, and gas 181 05 

library 4 00 

hospital 70 97 

education 24 00 

fugitive convicts 105 85 

miscellaneous expenses 16 36 

appropriations 884 97 



Total cash expended $7,780 43 

Balance cash on hand 205 91 

7,936 84 
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JANUARY, 1879. 

Caflh on hand Dec. 81» broog^t lonrtrd. IM 91 

received for conTict labor |8,6C3 tt 

*' " coDYicts' deposits 43 82 

" •• property sold lad 76 

" interest 33 00 

'* from United States 1^38 49 

" vbltors 106 00 

10.680 49 

Total cash receired $10,786 40 

CASH EXPENDED. 

For salary of officers $2,840 09 

pay of goards 653 83 

rations - 2,707 40 

clothing and bedding 1,043 93 

building and repairs 490 61 

discharged convicts 126 60 

convicts' deposits 37 75 

printing 88 70 

tobacco 873 78 

forage 184 52 

oil, candles, and gas 20 25 

swine 3 65 

hospital 55 88 

education 38 80 

fuel 25 00 

postage 52 99 

stationery 16 00 

magazine account 500 00 

water rates 243 44 

Agent's traveling expenses 10 60 

miscellaneous expenses , 6 24 

library 6 60 

appropriations 648 98 

Total cash expended $9,670 83 

Balance cash on hand 1,216 67 

10,786 40 
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FEBRUARY. 1872. 

eadiAiliaad Jan. 81, brought forwaid.. $1,315 57 

receiyed f cor cmivict labor. |5,^17 86 

" *• convicts' deposits 80 17 

" property sold 840 86 

•• from visitors 153 00 

5,591 88 

Total cash received $6,806 95 

CASH EZPESDBD. 

For salary of officers $3,168 43 

payof guards 609 16 

rations 3,793 59 

clothing and bedding 231 99 

building and repairs - 78 30 

discharged convicts 93 50 

convicts' deposits 34^66 

prmting 35 75 

tobacco 1 00 

forage.. 79 04 

oU, candles, and gas .- 148 99 

swine 8 00 

hospital 13 00 

education 6 00 

fuel 1,613 83 

miscellaneous expenses 93 

library 3 38 

appropriations 31 76 

Total cash expended 7,917 80 

6 
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MARCH, 1872. 

Cash receired in Feb., brought forward $6,806 95 

received for convict labor $8,618 08 

** " convicts' deposits 169 83 

** *• property sold 136 82 

•* from visitors 149 00 

Total cash received in March 8,968 68 

Total cash received in February and March $16,766 68 

CASH EXPENDED. 

For salary of oflacers $2,803 66 

pay of guards 660 00 

rations.. 986 61 

clothing and bedding 86 27 

building find repairs 42 73 

discharged convicts 67 00 

convicts' deposits 66 48 

printing 22 00 

forage 89 17 

oil,candles, and gas 10 86 

hospital 8 61 

education 6 00 

ftiel 2,677 66 

stationery. 76 

miscellaneous expenses 26 

Agent's traveling expenses 14 90 

Total cash expended in March $7,281 98 

Total cash expended in February, brought 

forward 7.919 80 

Total cash expended in February and March.416,199 78 

Balance cash on hand 666 80 

16,766 68 
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APRIL, 1873. 

Cash on hand March 31, trought forward $665 80 

received for convict labor $4,967 66 

** *• convicts* deposits. 43 70 

*• " property sold 188 08 

" " rent... 24 67 

'* from magazine account 14 00 . 

" United States 280 00 

** visitors 132 00 

6,684 96 

Total cash received $6,160 76 

CASH BXFENBBD. 

For salary of officers $2,241 76 

pay of guards 660 00 

rations 2,001 67 

clothing and bedding 2,211 04 

building and repairs 216 04 

discharged convicts 122 00 

convicts' deposits 46 77 

forage. - 7 00 

oil, candles, and gas 69 81 

hospital 206 56 

education ^ 82 60 

fuel 180 62 

postage 60 29 

stationery 80 

magazine account 27 86 

miscellaneous expenses 96 

• 

Total cadh expended 8,084 65 
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MAT, tan. 

Gvk feoeiyed in April, bronght forward V^AB9 76 

received for oottrict labor |7,M5 91 

" '• convicU' deposits* 820 06 

" " property Bold 82 19 

** " rent 14 58 

*» from United Stales i;271 83 

" visitors 194 00 

Total oasli received. 9,887 87 

Total cash received in April and May. $15,488 63 

CASH XXPSN0ED. 

For salary of officers 13,288 14 

payof gaaids 587 49 

rations 2,280 60 

clothing aad bedding 285 61 

building and repairs *.^ , 10 8^ 

dischaiged convicts 148 00 

convicts' deposits 14 85 

forage 45 60 

oil, canoes, and gas 14 88 

hospital 45 51 

edacation 8 00 

fiiel 11 00 

library 6 65 

stationery 92 28 

Agent's traveling expenses 1 00 

miscelleneons expenses 124 58 

9 

Total cash expended in May 95,904 49 

Total cash expended in April, brought forward . 8,084 65 

Total cash expended in April and May $18,989 14 

Balance cash on hand 1,549 49 

15,488 63 
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JUNE, 1872, 

CMI on hand May 81, brought forward ttJM 4B 

received f<iro(myict labor (6,888 18 

** •• propertysold 76 15 

" ** convicts' depoBits 69 20 

" rent 14 58 

" fitom visitors 208 00 

6,726 06 

Total cash received |8,245 56 

CASH EXPENDED. 

Forsalaiyof officers $2,885 00 

payof guards 640 80 

meat 1,088 81 

flour 002 68 

meal 64 50 

grain 84 88 

building. 155 41 

repairs 887 n 

discharged convicts 180 50 

oonvicti^ deposits 64 7» 

groceries, etc 80 88 

clothing 1,468 16 

beddfaig 127 10 

hospital stores 21 08 

medicine 78 14 

lights , 59 74 

printing and stati<»ery 68 45 

fugitive convicts 8 00 

education 18 50 

hay 20 64 

straw 5 00 

miscellaneous expenses 10 00 

Total cash expended $7,708 57 

Balance cash on hand 666 98 

8,275 65 
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it 



JULY, 187a. 

Caah on band Jane 80, broogbt forward $596 98 

received for convict Uibor. $6s906 73 

** convicts' depoflits ^ 406 99 

property sold 27 58 

" interest 80 00 

" rent 27 58 

" from United States 1,500 98 

" " visitors 149 75 

7,65166 

Total casb received .*. $8,318 64 

CASH [expended. 

For salary of officers $2,274 84 

pay of guards 550 00 

meat 1,144 27 

floor 941 44 

grain 10 88 

repairs 252 16 

discliarged convicts 155 00 

convicts' deposits ' 98 48 

groceries 164 96 

clothing 169 79 

hospital stores 25 58 

medicines 51 44 

printing and stationery 83 00 

fugitive convicts 133 72 

education — 86 10 

postage - _- 60 75 

fish 264 55 

water rates 190 50 

tobacco 29 96 

barbershop 4 50 

miscellaneous expenses 1 31 

fuel 528 00 

Total cash expended $7,161 18 

Balance cash on hand -.. 1,057 36 

. 8,218 54 
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AUGUST, 1873. 

Chush on hand Jaly 81, brought forward $1,067 80 

received for convict labor $8,484 23 

•• convicts* depoeito 884 36 

" property sold 6 20 

" rent 14 68 

'• from United States 10 00 

" visitors 208 60 

" land V 460 00 



4,607 76 



Total cash received $6,666 11 

CASH EXPENDED. 

Forsalaryof officers $3,266 74 

payof gaards 671 90 

flour 660 66 

repairs 119 04 

discharged convicts 

convicts' deposits 

groceries 

dothing 

hospital stores 

medicines 

printing and stationery 

fugitive convicts 

education 

water rates 

interest 

vegetables 

Agent's traveling expensess 

miscellaneous expenses 

potatoes 

Total cash expended 6,661 77 



186 00 


617 39 


184 03 


64494 


66 


30 00 


113 37 


8 76 


7 60 


96 36 


30 46 


8 76 


36 80 


6 10 


838 36 
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SEPTEMBER, 1872. 

Cash received in Aagnst, brought forward $5,565 11 

" from bank $l,l(r7 76 

for convictlabor 96^807 87 

oonyicts* deposits 48 07 

property sold 68 76 



if 

4« 14 

** •* rent 14 68 



•* from visitors 171 60 

Total cash received in September. .--- 7,774 44 

Total cash received in August and September $18,339 55 

CASH EXPENDED. 

Forsalaiyof officers $2,274 81 

pay of guards 649 18 

flour - 870 97 

repairs 675 86 

dischax]ged convicts 126 00 

convicts^ deposits 144 63 

groceries -. 400 70 

clothing 281 81 

hospital stores 76 76 

medicines 20 00 

printing and stationery 2 01 

fhgitive convicts 61 48 

potatoes - 76 88 

meat 1,758 79 

vegetables - 79 40 

fuel ^ 22 00 

fish 84 80 

barbershop 85 

hay 41 44 

grain 82 60 

straw 8 00 

education 45 00 

miscellaneous expenses 1 85 

Agents traveling expenses 95 60 

Total cash expended in September. .« $7,677 78 

Total cash expended in August, bro't forward 6,661 77 

Total cash expended in August and September. .-. 18,889 65 
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RBCAPrrULATIOX. 



Balmce caA OB hand Sept 90, 1871 f3,984 59 

CB^receiTcd for ooDTict labor fT^fi^ 46 

" cxmTicta^ deposits - >. l,e»5 24 

"rent ' 183 57 

^' pn^ierty sold 2,40119 

** frran United Sutes.... 5,500 91 

" TlsitaiB — 1,983 25 

" for interest. 52 60 

« land- 450 00 

" from bank 1,107 76 

89,022 88 

Total cash receired for tlie year ending Sept 30, 18i2..|91,957 47 

CASH KXFSXDKD. 

ForBslaiyaf officers $27,645 66 

pay of guards 7,187 40 

radons 31,167 68 

clothing and bedding 6,997 94 

bnHding and repairs 3,376 21 

discharged convicts 1,391 60 

fogitive oonyicts 421 75 

convicts' deposits - 1,088 79 

education 342 40 

printing and stationery 468 36 

hospital 820 26 

forage 783 12 

fuel...: 4,907 60 

oil, candles, and gas 646 41 

tobacco 620 78 

swine 11 66 

Agent's traveling expenses 168 80 

postage 246 62 

library 19 68 

miscellaneous expenses 166 06 

Hulin embezzlement 65 

magazine account * 627 86 

waterrates 629 19 

interest. 20 46 

appropriations 2,712 90 

Total cash expended during the year ending September 

30,1872 - 91,967 47 

7 
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TABLE I, 

STATEMENT shomnp the number of OontncU in the Michigan State 
Priton at the beginning of the undermentioned fieeat years, the number 
received, and the average in the Priean for the year: 



TEARS. 


Number 
at Be^^ning. 


Ayenge 
Nnmber. 


Nnmber 
Beoeived. 


1846 


119 
122 

119 
128 
110 
181 
176 
209 
206 
246 
804 
848 
411 
478 
685 
621 
681 
410 
888 
292 
816 
602 
682 
. 622 
644 
668 
627 


120.0 

120.0 

124.6 

117.0 

119.6 

141.0 

186.6 

210.0 

219.1 

278.8 

816.6 

878.8 

448.6 

484.8 

697.5 

673.6 

469.6 

868.2 

819.16 

280.2 

412.2 

681.1 

609.7 

625.8 

645.7 

642.7 

619.6 


40 


1847 


40 


1848 


88 


1849 


81 


1860 


60 


1861 


64 


1852 


87 


1868 


71 


1864 


108 


1866 , 


141 


1856 


186 


1867 


170 


1868 


396 


1869 


818 




279 


1861 


140 


1862.. 

1368 


110 
104 




105 


1866 


161 




806 


1867 


8M 




S56 


1869 

1870 


S50 
804 


• 
1871 


fiOT 


1872 


W 
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TABLE II. 

STATEMENT thowing the (iggregaie amount of Didursemenia for BaHons 
during ecuih of the undermentioned JUeal yearSy the average expense for 
the Provisione of each Convict during each year, for each week and day 
in the year : 



1846. 
IMT. 
1S48. 
1849. 
1850. 



1851. 
1858. 
18S8. 

1864. 
1855. 
1856. 
18W. 
1858. 
1859. 
1860. 
1861. 
180S. 
1668. 



1864.. 
1885.. 
1866.. 
186T.. 
1868.. 
1866.. 

isto.. 
isn.. 

1812.. 



YEARS. 



Aggregate 


EZPBNBZfl 


1 or Each Convict. 


Amonat. 


Annaally. 


Weekly. 


Daily. 


13,818 85 


$28 50 


$0 45)i 


$0 06.5 


2,961 41 


23 71 


48X 


06.2 


2,885 55 


28 17 


^X 


06.8 


2,858 46 


24 48 


47 


06.7 


2,9T0 88 


24 86 


48 


06.8 


8,484 17 


24 71 


«X 


06.8 


4,686 64 


84 86 


48 


06.8 


7,151 W 


84 06 


^H 


09.4 


8.781 69 


89 85 


I^H 


10.9 


11,138 16 


89 98 


765^ 


10.9 


13,911 01 


40 79 


783;^ 


11.1 


16,888 86 


48 10 


mi 


11.7 


17,834 89 


89 05)^ 


75 


10,7 


17,180 80 


85 44 


68 


09.9 


18,888 70 


80 68 


59 


08.4 


19,630 11 


88 90 


65 


09.4 


15,071 91 


82 79 


68 


09.0 


18,097 07 


88 26 


:8>^ 


10.5 


18,861 06 


4848 


80 


11.4 


18,156 78 


64 84^ 


12251^ 


17.4 


80,564 12 


74 18X 


142>r 


20.8 


85,882 82 


66 85 


127>^ 


18.1 


43,499 06 


*58 68K 


♦1 12K 


16.1 


87,826 88 


59 69.8 


1 14.8 


16.4 


80,486 70 


47 26.6 


90.9 


12.9 


25,495 84 


89 66.9 


92.3 


18.0 


29,909 88 


48 81.9 


93.9 


18.8 



* The aggre^te disbarsements, as shown in the llrst column, wonld amoant to a 
HtU« more tlutn the annnal and weeklT amounts given. Thix is the actual cost, as 
f6,700of the asffr^te amount was not consumed by conyicts this year; $8,500 being 
''property 8ola7* $8,000 paid on last year's account, and $1,200 worth of supplies on 
uad. 
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TABLE III. 

STATEMENT shainng the aggregaOe amount of DiOun 
Prison during each of the undermtntioned JUeiU years^ for 
excefpt for BuQdmg arid Repairs^ the average amount for eat 
and the amount expended for Building and Repairs : 



YEABS. 



1846 

1847 
1848. 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1802 
1858 
1854. 
1855 
1856. 
1857. 
1858. 
1859. 
1860. 
1861. 
1862. 
1868. 
1864. 
1865. 
1S66. 
1867. 
1668. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 



Except for 

Baildinff and 

Bepairs. 



To 

Each Convict 
Annually. 



$9,602 58 
17,000 58 
12,267 09 
16,447 68 
14,776 71 
16,927 21 
17,685 97 
20,444 72 
25,229 69 
84,612 97 
87,074 6A 
45,€98 22 
49,665 89 
42,283 04 
47,684 50 
48,288 04 
46,056 69 
41,979 79 
46,818 02 
66,616 81 
91,855 64 
76,242 50 
90,298 89 
86,105 01 
84,607 01 
81,658 89 
88,582 26 



180 08 
180 78 
98 46 
140 67 
128 65 
120 17 

96 85 

97 60 
11616 
124 87 
117 14 
120 62 
11196 

87 29 
79 81 

88 44 
100 21 
117 26 
148 62 
202 20 
221 78 
148 60 
148 02 
187 70 
18148 
127 05 
148 11 



92 00 



m.{ 



'ach of the fiscal Tears ending Nodi September 30, 187 f^. 



^62. 



{20 88 
^50 04 
)71 91 
[39 27 
^81 92 
Il4 86 
i5 25 
[52 41 
120 11 
J2 10 
^2 96 



m 00 
V7 67 

I ^ ^ • • — 



^0 



\ 



% 



1868. 



$18,272 39 
6,978 96 
18.697 07 
2,928 04 
5,411 85 
1,880 55 
282 21 
1,027 86 
876 09 
401 83 
100 00 



1864. 



8 



797 60 

128 11 

252 85 

45 40 



$11,859 68 

5,771 61 

18,861 06 

1,517 26 

6,800 83 

8,409 26 

254 62 

984 29 

448 60 

460 14 

226 45 



186a 1871. 



42 88 

102 88 

46 78 

79 87 



785 00 

888 61 

125 00 

72 56 



tl4,46'3;l,461 81 

5,2744,749 04 

18,156|6,349 69 

19.26615,407 54 

8,618[8,957 84 

4,168|6,118 96 

55lj 892 51 

688l 653 84 

960J 603 40 

276! 495 07 

821 884 02 

I 



68211,268 00 
l,686l 168 39 



68 50 
92 20 



66 25 

« 

54 23 

80 57 

107 45 



241 
26 



257 75 
22 45 



147: 61 45 
661 89 59 



28 00 
65 00 



j'$64,0e,i07 26 



; 



228. 



61! 124 86 
182; 250 55 



67! 162 45 
200i 77 26 



$47,385 28 



f,84ar2,j 



$75,84air2,290 96 



1872. 



(27,645 56 

7,137 40 

81,167 63 

S,375 21 

6,997 94 

4,907 50 

820 26 

546 41 

520 78 

783 12 

19 53 
627 85 

1.891 50 

1,088 79 

421 76 

168 80 

93 60 

11 66 

20 46 
246 52 
374 86 



342 40 
166 06 



529 19 



$89,244 02 
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TABLE showing the Crimes of Convicts received in this 
Prison during the year ending Sept. SOy 1872: 

Attempting to obtain money under false pretenses 1 

Arson _ 3 

Adultery 5 

Assault with attempt to commit murder 11 

Assault with attempt to commit rape 2 

Abduction 1 

Assaulting and beating an officer 1 

Attempt to commit burglary 1 

Bigamy 4 

Burglary 16 

Burglary and larceny 13 

Breaking and entering with intent to commit larceny. .. 9 
Burning property insured with intent to defraud insurance 

companies 2 

Breaking jail i 1 

Embezzlement 1 

Embezzling letters 1 

Endeavoring to incite another to commit perjury 1 

Forgery _... 14 

False pretenses 3 

Fraudulent disposition of goods and chattels 1 

Incest _ 2 

Larceny _ _ 56 

Larceny, grand - 13 

Larceny, compound _ 2 

Larceny from the person 10 

Larceny from dwellings, stores and shops 14 

Malicious trespass 1 

Manslaughter 2 

Murder 3 
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linrder, second degree 4 

ObtainiDg goods and money under false pretenses 6 

Polygamy ^ 1 

Rape 4 

Receiving stolen property 1 

Robbery 6 

Resisting an oflBcer --. 2 

Seduction and debauchery 1 

Seduction 2 

Uttering and publishing a false and counterfeit note 1 



• 



Total 222 
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TABLE showing the terms of sentences of Convicts received 
during the year ending Sept. 80 ^ 1872 : 

Four months 1 

Six mon ths 14 

Seven months :. 1 

Eight months ^ 1 

Nine months 2 

Ten months 1 

One year 34 

One year and three months 1 

One year and six months 15 

One year and eight months 1 

One year and nine months 4 

Two years 34 

Two years and six months 

Two years and eight months 1 

Three years ^ 42 

Three years and six months 5 

Four years 8 

Four years and six months 1 

Five years 17 

Five years and six months 1 

Six years 1 

Six years and six months 1 

Seven years -.... 5 

Eight years 1 

Ten years 8 

Fifteen years 3 

Seventeen years 1 

Twenty years 2 

Twenty-five years 3 

Thirty years 1 
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Life 1 

Life, solitary 1 2 

Total.. 222 

First conviction 198 

Second conyiction 23 

Fifth conviction 1 



Total 222 

8 
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TABLE showing the average number of years Convicts were 
sentenced in each year since the commencemet of the Prison, 
to and including Sept. 30, 1871, Life Convicts not included : 

183 9, average number of years : 3.5 

1840, " " " 3.8 

1841, " " " 3.0 

1842, " " « 2.3 

1843, " " " 3.7 

1844, " " " 4.0 

1845, " " " 4.2 

1846, " « " 3.7 

1847, " " " 3.6 

1848, " " " 3.2 

1849, " « « 4.0 

1850, '' « " 3.9 

1851, " ^" '' 4.3 

1852, « '^ " 4.6 

1853, '' « " - 3.6 

1854, " « '' 4.0 

1855^ " '' " 3.1 

1856, " " " 4.2 

1857, " " " 4.3 

1858, « " '' 4.1 

1859, '•' " " 3.2. 

1860, " " " 3.1 

1861, '' " " 3.1 

1862, " " " 1 2.9 

1863, *< " " 2.2 

1864, " '' '« 3.3 

1865, " " " 3.0 

1866, '' " " 3.2 
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1867, ayerage number of years 3.2 



1868, 


iS U 


1869, 


tt tc 


1870, 


u « 


1871, 


C( ti 


1872, 


a (( 



iC 



u 



ti 



V 



a 



3.2 
3.1 
3.0 
3.3 
3.7 
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TABLE showing the Counties from tohich Convicts have been 
sent during the year ending Sept. 30, 1872, and the number 
from each : 

Alcooa :. 1 

Allegan - 2 

Barry ^.... 9 

Bay 2 

Berrien 5 

Branch /.-. 4 

Benzie 1 

Calhoun 11 

Clinton 3 

Chippewa 1 

Cass 4 

Delta 1 

Eaton 4 

Gen esee 4 

Gratiot 2 

Hillsdale 4 

Honghton 4 

I ngh am 9 

Ionia , 4 

Iosco 1 

Isabella 1 

Jackson 5 

Kalamazoo 16 

Kent 17 

Lapeer 1 

Len a wee 4 

Livingston 1 

Manistee 3 

Marquette 1 
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Midland 2 

Monroe 1 

Maskegon _ 2 

Mecosta _ 2 

Mon tcalm ._. 1 

Oakland 5 

ttawa 6 

Recorder's Court, Detroit 30 

Saginaw •.--. 11 

Shiawassee 3 

S t. Jo seph 12 

Sanilac 2 

Sheboygan 1 

United States Court, Eastern District 2 

United States Court, Western District 1 

Van Buren 9 

Wayne 2 

Washtenaw 4 

Wexford 1 

Total , 222 
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TABLE shotoing the Ages of Convicts received durifig the 

year ending Sept. SO, 1872: 

1 5 years 1 

16 « : 4 

17 " 10 

18 '' \ 7 

19 « 11 

20 « 8 

21 " 15 

22 « 18 

23 « 16 

24 " 7 

25 « 5 

26 « 13 

27 " 6 

28 " 18 

29 « 5 

30 " 5 

31 « 4 

32 ^« 2 

33 « L .^.. 9 

35 " 4 

36 '' _ 7 

37 " 7 

38 « 6 

39 " 2 

40 '' 2 

41 " 6 

44 " 2 

46 " 3 

47 " 2 

48 " 6 
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49yeara :- 2 

50 « 1 

51 « 1 

52 " 2 

53 « 1 

55 " 1 

56 « 2 

60 " 1 

61 " : 1 

65 " 1 

Total 222 
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TABLE showing the Nativity of Convicts received during the 

year ending Sept. 30^ 1872 : 

Australia 1 

Atlantic Ocean 1 

Canada 23 

England 6 

France 1 

Florida 1 

Germany 5 

Holland 1 

Illinois .- 3 

Indiana 15 

Ireland 12 

India 1 

Iowa 1 

Kentucky - 3 

Louisiana 2 

Maine 1 

Massachusetts •-. 2 

Michigan 36 

Missouri 1 

New Brunswick 1 

New Jersfey 1 

New York 72 

Ohio 15 

Pennsylvania _ 11 

Prussia 4 

Bhode Island 1 

Scotland 1 

Sweden 1 

Sandwich Islands 1 
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South Carolina 1 

Tennessee -' 1 

Unknown ^ 1 

Vermont 3 

Wisconsin ' 1 

Washington, D. - 1 

Total 222 
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TABLE showing the numbor of Gonvieia received, dieeharaedy deceated^ 
pardoned, and escaped, einoe the eetdbH^meni of the ly'ieon, to and 
including Sept 30, 1872 : 



TEARS. 


No. 
Beceived. 


No. 
Di8Ch*gd. 


No. 
Pardoned 


No. 
Bscaped. 


No. 
Deceased. 


Borerffil 

of 
Sentence. 


1889 . 


66 

45 

53 

44 

67 

43 

48 

40 

48 

88 

80 

90 

88 

87 

71 

108 

141 

186 

170 

195 

212 

273 

140 

110 

106 

105 

161 

805 

254 


8 

27 

18 

12 

25 

87 

15 

15 

24 

21 

80 

23 

41 

89 

42 

49 

47 

68 

68 

80 

92 

189 

17T 

188 

189 

108 

104 

105 

161 




6 

11 






1840 


7 

11 

8 

7 

2 

8 

6 

14 

15 

16 

2 

9 

9 

24 

9 

21 

20 

24 

40 

41 

88 

44 

80 

80 

86 

12 

6 






1841 






1842 


4 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 


1 
1 
3 
3 




1S48 




1844 




1845 




1846 




1847 


8 




1848 




1848 


1 

2. 

8 

8 

9 

8 

9 

8 

18 

10 

• 11 

6 

9 

8 

9 

5 

10 

« 

2 




1850 .. — - .- 




1851 




1858 


I 


1858 


1 


1854 


1 
6 
5 
8 
3 
1 
2 




1865 




1856 




1857 


2 


1868 


1 


1800 


5 


I860 


1 


1861 




1863 


4 
4 
2 
12 
2 
t 




1868 




1 


1864 




1865 


«W •- — — " 


1866 




1867 


""""**""' 
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TABLE^Cantinued. 



YEARS. 



1968.... 
1869-... 
1870.... 
1871.... 
1872.... 

Total 



No. 
Reoeivod. 



256 
250 
801 
207 
222 



4.42S 



No. 
Diech'gd. 



196 
195 
288 
206 
280 



2,941 



No. 
Pardoned 



8 

9 

13 

19 

15 



600 



No. 
Escaped. 


No. 
Deceased. 


6 


11 


11 


19 


4 


24 


4 


16 


6 


7 


124 


200 



Rerersal 
of 

Sentence. 



8 
1 
2 
2 

21 



6S 
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TASLBS thmting the namm cf OmeieU ientenoed to SoUUury Confini- 
m m l, age when rtomed^ Cbun^ from uUeh aent, and $fear in which 
reediei: 



NAME. 


• 

m 
o 


Ooonty. 


• 

1 


Bemarks. 


Wra. Henry Anderson. 


SI 


Wayne. 


1848 


Died, 1866. 


John Flndlay 


89 


Oakland 


1848 


Died, 1866. 


John Winters 


47 


GUhonn 


1848 


BscHMd, 186T. 

Insane. 

Died»18S». 


Joi>^Vttr«h..., ... ., 


81 
88 


Wayne. 

Wayne 


1848 
1849 


Harrey Billfngton 


^•'•rT Bno 


28 


Qenesee^ ..... 


1861 


Died, 1859. 


Joseph Habedean 


19 


Wayne 


1851 






27 


Genesee 


1861 




€ahrlelLapham 


86 


Wayne 


1868 


Died. 1876. 


James Hitchcock. 


83 


logham 


1886 




John X. Reynolds 


96 


YanBoren... 


1888 


Died, 1871. 


Amos Whitff 


60 


St Joseph... 


1864 


Died, 1886. 


James J. B. Clement... 


84 


Allegan 


1864 


Died, 1864. 


John B. Webster 


44 


Xaeomb 


1854 


Died, 1871. 


JDaTid Foster 


86 
22 
86 


Oakland 

Oakland .... 
Shiawaasee.. 


1864 
1864 
1S66 


Insane. 


-^ohnF. Myer„. 


Died, 1869. 


Amasa Kenyon 


Died. 1966. 


fiamael Ulom 


44 

94 


Kalamazoo .. 
Monroe 


1896 
1866 




JttDMS B. GromweU.... 


Died, 1869. 


Joidon Tnrpin 


46 


Ottawa 


1886 


Died, 1998. 
Pardoned, 18fO. 


Mary Brooks. 


94 


Eaton .... 


1866 


DeWSU C. Horton 


89 


Calhoun 


1866 


Pardoned, 1889. 


Frederick Haynes 


99 


Wayne 


1866 


EscapM, 188V. 




27 


Ottawa 


1867 


Died, 1870. 


John Powers...... 


21 
80 


Ottawa. 

Wayne 


1867 
1867 


Pardoned. 1894. 


Wmiam PoUer 


Disch*d by Hab. Corp., 1698. 


Joseph Dncatt. 


98 


Sanilac 


1866 




John Dillon 


26 


Barry 


1858 


Disch'd for new trial, 1860. 

• 
Discharged byreTereal of 
sentence, 1809. 


BohcrtFnller 


18 
81 


Washtenaw.. 
Kewaygo.... 


1868 
1819 


TCnosJ.JIefTltt 



rKSPBGTOBS OF THE 8TATB PBI80K. 



•9 



TABLB^Cf^nMnutd. 



NAME. 



Peler Van GMtel 

George Lovely. 1 

Edward Marphy 

William D. Kingln 

doodwin Bates 

Henry B. Cleveland — 

James H. Allen 

Calvin R. Hills. 

William Holt 

David P. Blvlns 

Horace N. Dnrfee 

Sarali Haviland 

Daniel J. Baker 

John Hanley, aliat 
Cooper. 

Isaac Van Anken 

Orrin Hunter 

Ix>a!s Contoi 

William Walker 

Abraham Piney 

Snsan Shnltz 

Dennis Briscoll 

EbinO. Leach 

William Hill 

William Brown 

Harlow Tappan 

Rosa Schweistahl 

Amanda Simons 

Henry Stewart.'. 

James Daggett 

Henry Hawkins 



o 
< 



94 
40 
45 
86 
22 
88 
48 
8L 
29 
28 
26 
88 
44 

86 
40 
26 
66 
84 
26 
21 
24 
46 
49 
21 
25 
66 
IS 
20 
82 
SO 



Connty. 



Bay 

Galhonn 

Mackinac... 

Kent 

Lapeer 

Washtenaw.. 
St. Joseph... 

Bay 

Wayne 

Lenawee 

Kent 

Calhonn 

Calhoun 

Wayne 

Lenawee 

Berrien 

Houghton — 

Wayne 

Wayne 

Wayne 

Shiawassee .. 

Branch 

Alpena 

Ionia 

Cais 

R. C. Detroit 

Allegan 

R. C. Detroit 

Mecosta 

Safton 






1860 
1860 
1860 
1861 
1802 
1864 
1864 
1865 
1865 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 

1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1867 
1867 
1867 
1867 
1867 
1367 
1868 
1868 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1870 
1870 



Bemarks^ 



Died, 1870. 
Died, 1861. 
Pardoned, 1868. 



Pardoned* 1867. 
Died, 1872. 
Died, 1370. 

Died, 1870. 
Died, 1869. 

Died, 1870. 



Died, 1860. 

Pardoned, 1870. 

Died, 13T2. 

Dlsch'd for new firial, 1888. 

Pardoned, 18T0. 

Died, 1870. 
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TABLED OoniUwaed. 



NAJCE. 


• 

pa 
5 


Connty. 


i 


Oeoi:ge y anderpool 

MIcliael Costello 

BdwardHoag 


29 
80 
M 
19 
44 
48 
65 
25 


Manistee. 

B. C. Detroit. 
B. C. Detroit. 

Sanilac. 

Berrien 

Berrien 

Bay 

Washtenaw.. 


1870 
1870 
1870 


Thoa. Kidd 


1670 


Boftifl McOmber 

William McLangfalin... 
James Stewart.. 


1871 
1871 
1871 


Henry Wagner. 


1872 



Bemarfcs. 



Disch'd for new trial, IffTD. 



Jadgment set aside tid 
new trial ordered. 



m^** Pages 71 to 98, inclusive, are omitted. They coDtain 
the inventory and are not of general interest. 



CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 



To the Board of Inspectors of JState Prieon : 

Gektlemek — The time having come for me to make my 
third and last annual report, I exceedingly regret that circum- 
stances have transpired, since I left Jackson, which has rendered 
it quite impracticable, and almost impossible, for me to spend 
any time in the work of preparing it. And situated as I am 
at present, I have but little time to spare for this purpose ; 
and being so far from the prison as to be unable to have access 
to its records, therefore I apprehend that my report will neces- 
sarily be brief, and perhaps of but little interest to you, or any 
others who may chance to read it when it is presented to the 
public, with your own report, and those of the other officers of 
the prison. As you are aware, I have just closed a term of 
three years' service as chaplain of the prison, my resignation ' 
to take effect on the first day of October, proximo, when I start, 
with my family, for my new field of labor which had just been 
assigned me on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, whose 
mighty waves send up their majestic roar, reminding the stu- 
dent of the bible, of the voice which John the Revelator heard 
behind him, as he stood upon the rock-bound coast of Patmos 
and gazed upon the soil to which he had been banished for 
life. 

My views in regard to prison discipline, and the end to be 
sought by all parties having charge of criminals in any prison, 
jail, penitentiary, or house of correction, are the same as they 
have been for many years ; and it would afford me great pleas- 
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ure if I could have an opportunity of presenting mj thongbis 
upon this subject to tbose whose business it is to make our 
laws ; and I would try to so express them as to make those 
men feel that more thorough legislation^ with an eye to the 
reformation of men and women (even though they are crim- 
inals), as well as the protection of society, is necessary, and 
demands immediate action on their part ; and the whole crim- 
inal code should be so amended and arranged that sentences 
should be just and uniform throughout the State, so that two 
men, sent from two distinct judicial circuits for the same kind 
of offense, both in quality and magnitude, should be sent for 
the same length of term, and not, as is now so often the case, 
one for two and the other for ten years, and quite often one for 
three and the other for fire years ; also in regard to the gov- 
ernment of the prison, and the treatment and employment of 
the conyicts, so as to bring the greatest possible influence to 
bear upon them for their reformation, while serving out the 
term of their sentences. I beliere in the possibility of a com- 
plete and radical reformation of man« however low he may have 
fallen, where proper means are brought to bear upon his mind 
and heart ; and I would use all such means while such a grand 
opportunity presents itself for leading such persons to Christ. 
In order to this I would so frame the law that party politics 

should be utterly ignored in the appointment of the officers of 

• 

the Prison, and instead of inquiring for a man's political char- 
acter, I would ask for his morals, and, while I would not insist 
that he should be a professing Christian, and a member of some 
Christian church, in order to eligibility to an official posi* 
tion, I would insist upon his being able, from reliable witnesses^ 
to show that his moral character stands above reproach ; and I 
would make this apply to all, from the Agent, as the head, to 
the man who stands upon the wall by day and guards the cells 
by night ; and I must here say that I do not expect any geperal 
reformation inside of prison walls until such prison is officered 
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with men of pure moral character, and who manifest a deep 
interest in the work of reforming bad men. 

Daring the past year we have held religious services every 
Sabbath morning at ten o'clock, which have consisted of sing- 
ing, prayer, and a short sermon. These exercises have been 
rendered as interesting and impressive as our facilities would 
allow. The old dining-room for our chapel, with nothing in 
our surroundings to impress one with the thought that we 
were gathered for religious worship until the announcement 
was made by the Chaplain, "Let us join in the worship of God 
by singing to hi» praise," after having listened for fifteen min- 
utes and upwards to some select readings by the Agent. But 
we have done the best we could under the circumstances, and 
although I may have failed to interest some who fancied them- 
selves wise above what is written, still I am persuaded there 
were some, yea many, who were edified and benefited by my 
efforts, however feeble and ineflBcient they may have appeared 
to others. But how much of good shall come out of it all 
eternity alone shiall reveal to us finite creatures. 

Our Sabbath-school has been held regularly, and the same 
branches of education taught as the year before : orthography, 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, and the average number in 
attendance (about one hundred and twenty or thirty). Most 
of these have made good use of the little time allowed them . 
for laying in store a small stock of learning, to which they 
intend to keep adding, until they may be able to possess a fair 
business education, in the use of which they hope to gain for 
themselves, and those dependent upon them, a comfortable 
living when they regain their freedom. 

But, two hours in a week for instructing a man who has 
little or no education to start with, is but a meager portion of 
time to be devoted to such purposes, especially in view of the 
fact, that the law makes it the duty of the Agent to cause all 
such fts have no education when they enter the Prison, to be 
fornished with such while they are under his charge. 
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My jadgment is, that there fihonld be at least one honr 
every day in the week (Sabbaths excepted) devoted to the 
instruction of the illiterate and uneducated; and such an 
arrangement would do away with the necessity of a secular 
school upon the Sabbath day. 

Our library is badly used up, as I was unable to secure any 
addition to it in the form of new books during the past fiscal 
year, except a few scattering yolumes purchased by the Agent; 
tlierefore, the number of yolumes will not vary much from 
our last year's report ; but in average value will fall consider- 
ably short, as very many of the books that were then compar- 
atively new, are now in a very dilapidated condition, and of 
but very little worth. Books in the hands of some of the 
men go to pieces with tremendous rapidity, and I have no doubt 
but in many instances they are purposely destroyed. Still, it 
is a very difBcult matter to determine, and therefore we are 
under the necessity of enduring what we ca,nnot cure. 

During the past year a large number of magazines have been 
introduced into the Prison by order and permission of the Agent; 
and, notwithstanding the rule which prescribes the duties of the 
Chaplain in the matter of furnishing reading for the convicts 
(see printed rules under heading, '^ Duties of Chaplain ^' ), my 
work in that direction has been greatly lessened by the con- 
stant flow of magazine and other literature, sent by friends 
from without, and distributed by other hands than mine^ by 
order of the Agent ; so that really all I have had to do in the 
matter of furnishing reading to the convicts, for the past year, 
has been in the weekly changes of books I continued to make. 

For statistical information I must necessarily refer you to 
the Agent^s report, as I have no records within my reach 
which will enable me to furnish you with anything of interest 
in addition to what he will give. 

■ 

And now, gentlemen, in concluding this, my last annual 
report, I have this to say, that I am truly grateful to you for 
the uniform kindness with which vou have treated me, and 
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your manifested sympathy with me in my work, and wishing 
you prosperity and every needed blessing, for yourselves per- 
sonally and your families, and the institution under your 
charge (known as the Michigan State Prison) ; and I now take 
my leave of you, as well as the institution, officers, and inmates, 
assuring you that I am still as deeply interested in your wel- 
fare now, as I was when more intimately associated with you, in 
our mutual efforts for the reformation of those over whom we 
were placed ; and I do hope that we may so conduct ourselves 
through the balance of our day of trial, that when our day of 
earthly labor shall draw to a close, we may, each of us, with 
gladness of heart, hear the welcome plaudit, direct from the 
lips of our own dear Saviour Jesus Christ : " Well done, good 
and faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few things ; 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord/' 

Bespectfully, R C. CEAWFORD, 

Chaplain State Prison. 



MATRON'S REPORT. 



Jb the Board of Inapectors of ths State Prieon : 

Oektlembk — I have the honor to submit the following 
'Report for the year ending September 30, 1872: 
Number of convicts in this department Sept. 30, 1871 -. 8 

Number received during the year 

Number discharged by expiration of sentence - 2 

Whole number in Prison 6 

Pardoned 

Escaped ^ 





Leaving in Prison September 30, 1872 6 

Number of days spent in Prison (except Sundays) . . . • - 1,928 

'' « labor « « 1,909 

" " sick " " 19 

1,928 



There have been made in this department: 
• 152 white shirts, 

289 sheets, 

758 towels, 

599 striped shirts, - 

90 flannel shirts, 

622 pairs suspenders, 

291 pillow slips, 

213 bed ticks ; 

3,018 pieces mended. 

PLOEA E. LANE, 

Matron. 
Fbmalb Pbisok, October 1, 1872. 

14 



PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 



To the Board of Irupedors of the MidUffan State PrUon : 

Gektlemen — I have the honor to submit to you the report 
of the Hospital for the year ending Sept. 30th, 1872. 

There has been seven deaths during the year, two by suicide 
and five by disease, viz. : 

Robert Morgan died Oct, 28th, 1871. 

H. J. Allen died Feb. 27th, 1872. 

Both of these were suicides by hanging. 

William Sampson died Oct. dd, 1871, of consumption. 

Edward Kellogg died Oct 3d, 1871, of typhoid fever. 

Alexander Bobinson died Nov. 16th, 1871, of scrofula. 

E. 0. Leach died Jan. 23d, 1872, of consumption. 

Obadiah Barker died June 24th, 1872, of typhoid fever. 

Five of these deaths occurred previous to the first of May, 
and one since I took charge of the hospital ; and although 
there has been an unusual amount of dysentery during the 
months of July and August, not one death occurred in 
consequence. 

Bilious, remittent, and intermittent fevers have prevailed to 
some considerable extent, and also rheumatism ; and added to 
these we have had the usual amount of accidents, such as 
bruises, sprains, lacerations, etc., incidental to the employment 
of such a multitude of men and machinery. Taken together 
it has been sufficient to keep more or less men in the hospital 
most of the time. 

At the present time there is but little sickness and but few 
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in the hospital, and but one or two who are seriously ill. As 
there has been so much said by other physicians, in their 
reports, in regard to some improvement in the hospital, and as 
I am aware that it is the intention of your honorable board to 
construct a new one as soon as practicable, I will say nothing 
on that subject, only that such an improyement would add 
very much to the convenience and facility for taking care of 
the sick of the prison. 

There are now in the asylum for the insane ten convicts, 
who are suffering to a greater or less degree from aberration of 
the mind. 

David Foster, John Marsh and John Cooper, alias Haley — 
these three are life men and are hopelessly insane, and have 
been in the asylum since June 1872. 

Oeorge Anderson, a twelve-year man, has been in the asylum 
from the time of its completion, and is hopelessly insane. 

K. Fritz, a ten-year man, has been in the asylum since June, 
1870. He is no doubt past all possible hope of restoration. 

David Pettice, a ten-year man, came into the asylum in May, 
1872, for the second time, and there is very little probability 
of his being restored to a sound mind. 

David Smith (colored), a fifteen-year man, came into the 
asylum the 3d of September, 1872. This man is not much 
deranged, but quite vicious, and has an idea that every one is 
against him, and that he must defend himself; and hence he 
is very dangerous, and in the present state of the asylum it is 
necessary to keep him in close confinement. 

Oharles Hopkins, a ten-year man, came into the asylum in 
July, 1872. He is not much deranged, peaceable and quiet, 
but has an idea that some one is going to kill him. 

John McCarthney came into the asylum September, 187)3 ; 
was somewhat deranged, but is improving, and probably will 
soon be able to take his place in the shops. 

Paul Herwartb, a German, not bad, and at times seems quite 
sane. 
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These four last; men, and perhaps some others, might be very 
much benefited, and some no doubt entirely cured, if they 
could enjoy occasionally out-door air and exercise. But situ- 
ated as the asylum is, without a sufficient wall for protection 
around the grounds, they arc necessarily kept in close con- 
finement. If we are expected to benefit them, there should be 
facilities for giving them the open sunlight and the fresh 
breezes of heaven's balmy air, without endangering the life of 
a keeper or tempting the convict to escape. 

I am happy to say that since I have been attached to the 
prison, in my efforts in administering to Wants of the sick, I 
have had the hearty suffort of our worthy agent and deputy, 
and the cordial co-operation of all the officers of the prison. 

The above is most respectfully submitted, by your obedient 
servant, 

J. B. TUTTLE, 
Prison Physician. 
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TO THB 

COMMON COUNCIL. 



Detroit, December 31, 1872. 
To the Honorable the Common Council of the City of Detroit : 

Gentlemen — As required by law, the Inspectors of the House 
of Correction respectfully submit their own and the reports of the 
Superintendent, Teachers, Chaplain, Physician, and that of the 
Matron of the House of Shelter, constituting, altogether, " The 
Eleventh Annual Report of the House of Correction." 

The members of the present Board of Inspectors having all been 
appointed, as you are aware, but a comparatively short time ago, 
do not assume in this report to speak from that full knowledge 
which only a long experience, and intimate acquaintance with the 
whole detail of the various departments of the Institution, can 
give. 

While, however, an elaborate report cannot be expected from 
them, they will touch upon such points affecting the interests of 
the institution, as their brief o£Scial life enables them properly to 
present to you for your consideration. 

They desire to express their sincere gratification that the pros- 
perity which has heretofore so preeminently characterized the 
institution is still vouchsafed to it ; and, also, to record their con- 
viction that the methods and aids to reform, initiated and employed 
by its Superintendent, conceived, as they believe them to be, in a 
wise, humane and christian spirit, should be fostered and main- 
tained, having 83 their object the mental and mpral improvement 
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of the inmates of the iiiBtitution, making it indeed a Hou9t of 
OorreeUon, and not a mere plaoe of punishment. 

The satisfaction the Inspectors take in recording the success of 
the Institution for the past year, is greatly marred by the conscious- 
ness that it is to lose the most efficient services and labors of Z. R. 
Brockway, Esq., its Superintendent. They sincerely regret his 
withdrawal, and the cause that has led to it. To his large and 
elevated policy the House of Correction is indebted for its success 
hitherto. To it he has devoted his best thought, and his unremitting 
labor. 

His loss marks a crisis in the life of the Institution which your 
wise action alone, in the choice of his successor, will enable it to 
pass in safety. 

They desire to make no invidious distinction in the mention of 
the valuable and faithful services of the other officers of the Insti- 
tution, but they cannot refrain from recording the noble devotion 
and untiring zeal of the Matron of the House of Shelter, Miss 
Emma A. Hall. She may truly be said to have consecrated her 
life to the noble work she has undertaken. The undeniable 
evidences of real improvement of those intrusted to her guidance 
and instruction, not only greatly encourage her in the discharge of 
her various and arduous duties, but are abundant proof of the 
wisdom that created this department of the House of Correction. 

The late Board of Inspectors, in their report for 1^71, state that 
an examination of the books of the institution, for ten years, was 
then in progress in the hands of competent experts. The result of 
that examination, so satis&ctory to all concerned, it seems proper 
to insert in this report, both for the vindication of the manage- 
ment, and that the published report? ^f the House of Correction 
shall contain its complete history. 

BSFOBT OF THB HOUSB OF COBRECTION GoiOaTTBE TO THE Ck>M1i0N 

Council, June, 1872. 

To the Htmoraible the Oymmon Council : 

Gentlemen. — Tour committee, to whom was referred the report of 
Wm. Wiley and B. Franklin Baker, expert accountants, employed hy the 
conmiittee appointed by the Mayor and Board of Inspectors, in Janaaiy 
1672, t9 eziuniiii^ the books imi4 Moounts^ of the Detitoit^ Qpuse of Qwm^ 
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fion, would respectfully report that they have examined the same, and 
would herewith report that the examination is for the first four years of 
the business of the House of Correction, covering the years 1862, 1868, 
1864 and 1865. These gentlemen say, **We have found errors in these 
accounts as detailed in Si^liedule A, sent herewith. We also notice in the 
books some informalities, which have prolonged the examination, although 
Tiot affecting the aecuracp of the accounts. But all these informalities disap- 
pear in subsequent books. The whole number of errors, as set forth in 
Schedule A is twenty-three (23), varying from two (2) cents to twelve 
dollars and fifteen cents (812i'i^). The errors occur on both sides of the 
ledger, and are stated to be errors from vouchers to day book, and from 
day book to journal, there being a difierence in loss and gain, if there be 
any, of four dollars and twenty-four cents in favor of the House of 
Correction." 

Your committee submit it as their opinion that the report of these 
gentlemen is all that could be expected ; that it could not be expected that 
the Superintendent, with the various duties he must necessarily perform, 
in the first four years of his superintcndency of the House of Correction, 
could detect these small and unimportant informalities and errors, as in 
their opinion, very few, if any, business houses pass that period of time 
without more errors occurring in their books. 

Your committee feel it to be obligatory upon them to say that it is to 

be looked upon as a remarkable occurrence in public institutions, to have 

a thorough examination of the books and accounts made, and found as 

accurate as have been found the books of the House of Correction, for 

the first four years of its existence. 

(Signed) SMITH R. WOOLLBT, 

P. PARSOyS, 
OHAS, STAN015, 

CommiUee. 

Report of thb House of Correction Committeb of the Common 

Council, November 8, 1872. 

To the Honorable the Common Council: 

Gentlemen — Your committee, who wer^ instructed to employ two 
expert accountants to examine the books and accounts of the House of 
Correction, from the first of January, 1866, to the first of January, 1872, 
would respectfully report that they have complied with said instructions, 
and herewith submit to your honorable body the report of said gentlemen, 
which is the result of five months* labor. Their report is accompanied . 
by the book in which many of their computations are made, and in which 
they took the trial balances of the business ledger, and seventy-nine pages 
of manuscript, containing almost a complete history of the business of 
ttiat iQSti|utiosu 
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The report is so complete and explicit, your committee do not deem it 
necessary to make any extended comments upon it, and beg leave to sub- 
mit the same, with saying that it furnishes the following facts, viz: 

1. That the books have been systematically and properly kept. 

2. It is a complete vindication of the integrity and business arrange- 
ment of the institution, and with the exception of the smaU errors men- 
tioned, verifies the accuracy of the published reports of the Superintend- 
ent. The errors that were found by the examination were committed by 
one of several accountants employed during the six years covered by the 
report, and, being in favor of and against the House of Correction, 
resulted in a gain of a trifle over $100. 

Your committee have ascertained the fact that the various vouchers 
said to be missing, have been used for the purpose as stated by the experts, 
and that the payments were actually made, as charged in the books of the 
House of Correction. 

Hespectfully submitted. 

SMITH B. WOOLLEV, 
P. PARSONS, 
CHAS STAKGE, 

CommiUee. 

As has been previously said, the business of the House of Cor- 
rection for 1872 has been conducted with the usual gratifying 
success. The earnings exceed all the expenses by $17,669.17. 
The profit thi^ shown is chiefly invested in chairs and material 
on hand, fairly appraised, and is an absolute and tangible increase 
of valuable assets. It is expected that no further increase of the 
necessary manufacturing stock of chair material will be needed, 
and that the surplus cannings for 1873 may be applied to reduce 
the balance of current indebtedness ; thus supplying some portion 
of the added capital requi|:€4/ 

But the immediate necessities of the institution, in this particular, 
cannot, of course, be so met^ ^nd the Inspectors beg leave to once 
more i^rge upon the Council that they provide a small additional 
opei^tipg capital, say twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars. 

The Inspectors wish to call the attention of the Council to the 
&ct that this request for funds &om the public resources has 
• become ^ecessary solely through the calamity by fire, December 
31, 1970, whic)^ ^ecessitatecji the withdrawal and investment in 
buildings, to replace those burned, of a large sum over insurance ; 
that it is only a kan that is asked for successful business purposes. 
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It is in no sense a subsidy to the current expenses. It is proper to 
add, also, that there is especial n^d of this aid now, because the 
funds hitherto supplied by Mr. Brockway, through his personal 
friends, have been withdrawn, in view of his retirement from the 
Superintendency. 

The Inspectors do not feel called upon at this, the close of their 
first year, to comment upon the interesting reports of the several 
officers herewith submitted. 

Believing the matters and methods of which they treat to be of 
the greatest importance to the future welfare of the House of 
Correction, to this department of public interest throughout the 
State, and that they should enlist the thoughtful examination and 
active sympathy of every citizen, the Inspectors cordially commend 
them to your careful consideration. 

The Inspectors, as they have already said, deem it of vital con- 
sequenee that .the school and educational system, now in operation, 
be maintained. They believe that the present plan of employing 
the prisoners, generally without the intervention of contractors, 
should be maintained ; that the policy of receiving prisoners as 
boarders from the whole State and elsewhere, is a sound one, and, 
if discontinued entirely, would, ultimately, destroy the institution. 
They refrain from discussing in this public manner the above 
propositions, in the exercise of that prudence which hides within 
one's own mind his private business, plans and prospects ; but they 
are abundantly prepared to verify them on all proper occasions. 

The business success of the House of Correction, and the mental 
and moral improvement of the prisoners are dependent, more than 
can well be expressed, upon the spirit of the general management. 

Its intent and its motto should be in the ibture, as it has been in 

the past, " Integrity and intelligent benevolence." 

Respect^lly submitted. 

JEFFERSON WILEY. 
EDWARD KANTER. 
JAMES E. PITTMAN. 
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To the Board of Irupectors : 

Gentlemen — ^This eleventh annual report, with accompanying 
documents, is respectfully submitted, as required by law. 

FINANCES. 

The result of the year's business shows a surplus of profit car* 
ried to stock account of $17,669.17. But this is not all ; I have 
taken the liberty to withhold from stock account $10,000 of the 
profits for 1872, by placing it to the credit of reserved fund tuxourUf 
my object being to afibrd my successor a margin to supply possible 
losses or diminution of earnings for 1873, without reducing the 
usual reported amount of surplus profits, or absorbing any of the 
assets represented by stock account. 

I have not been able to appropriate the profits of this year's 
work to reducing indebtedness, because from the destruction of 
dry cut stock by the fire in 1871, and the addition of several new 
styles of chairs, it has become necessary to accumulate this again, 
and for the new styles as well. Besides, I have hoped for some aid 
from the Common Council. It is hardly necessary to add that 
the relative value of cut chair stock, dried and piled in our 
sheds, is, to the business of this year, what the piles of bank bills 
in the vaults of a national bank are to the prospective business of 
the bank. Further, the large chair business of the institution, 
from which its chief mcome is derived— which income is the basis 
of all other benefits to be derived by the city — ^requires and is 
entitled to adequate capital. I have not felt it my duty to cripple 
the business by scrimping the investment, even though compelled 
to supply it upon individual obligations. 

The chair business here needs a year's dry stock of material, 
which is now nearly or quite supplied— enough to manu&cture 
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$200,000 worth of chairs in the year — and possibly in our effi)rt8 
to accumulate this there may be over a year's stock of some kinds. 
There will be no further necessity to increase this investment in 
material, and the earnings for 1873 may avail for operating capi- 
tal. The wants of the institution for the next three months cannot 
be thus supplied, however, and reliance must be had upon borrow- 
ing, or upon legislative action by the Common Council. Authority 
to borrow for the business exigencies of the House of Correction 
should be lodged somewhere, for the fluctuations of trade will fre- 
quently demand temporary aid over and above a reasonable 

capital. 

the business management. 

The business department of the House of Correction manage- 
ment is that of a large manufactory, employing from 400 to 600 
hands, as the case may be. The business of chair making is one 
<. ver, g™.t d*;!, Quiring » d,. p.« of «„ geo^l L^ 
promptness of action and scope for discretionary decisions in a 
great variety of matters, the same as in private concerns. The 
proposition to put these details through one of the departmental 
offices in the City Hall is impracticable, as is also the plan to 
divide the industrial from the disciplinary interests, placing each 
under a- separate officer of equal authority or rank. The high 
design of the institution is to produce improved conditions of mind 
or character among the prisoners, which is at best a difficult and 
delicate process, only possible where wisdom and firmness guide, 
^d opportunity is offered for the uninterrupted application of the 
required means. The control of the prisoners whUe at work would 
be soon demanded by the financial manager, and if accorded to 
him would be likely to destroy that harmony of control so essential 
to the improvement of the prisoners, and if denied him, would 
breed discord, also destructive to the interests of all. These and 
other propositions that have been made to alter the organization of 
the management, are made by uninfomed or unfriendly persom,, 
and would be disastrous if adopted. It is as essential to the success 
of the House of Correction enterprise, in all its departments, that 
some competent governing mind shall administer its current affairs, 
as it is to any private business, whether it be mercantile, mantt- 

2 
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fiMTturing, or the management of a ship upon the ocean. It may 
be worthy of serioiu inquiry whether there is not now so much of 
importance attached to the interests centered here as to warrant 
their being phioed upon a similar footmg with other departments 
of municipal government, such as the water works, the fire depart- 
ment, etc. 

I have deemed the foregoing remarks appropriate, in view of my 
early prospective retirement from the institution. 

THE SCHOOL, 

under the special control of Dr. Yemans and Miss Hall, has 
steadily progressed in interest and usefulness the past year. A full 
and interesting account of their work is found in their reports. I 
am of opinion that this agency may be made of still greater value 
by providing a more suitable room, and by essentially modified 
methods. The former cannot be provided at present, and the lat- 
ter are somewhat dependent upon it The teachers are awake to 
the opportunity of improvement, and, with proper assistance, will 
doubtless introduce gradually the requisite changes. 

THE HOUSE OF SHELTER 

has wrought more good, and reached a better reformatory basis 
this year than ever before. The advance is attributable to some 
minor causes, but mainly to the added wisdom of Miss Hall, the 
Matron, derived from her longer experience, and the strengthened 
affection between the girls and herself, resulting from their con- 
tinued association, and her self-sacrificing assistance so constantly 
and freely offered them. It is the most interesting and successful 
experiment of the kind that I have ever observed, but rests too 
exclusively on the individual peculiarities and excellencies of Miss 
Hall, to be generally and successfully copied. The wear of her 
work, though uncomplainingly endured, is altogether too much to 
be long sustained, and since it is largely occasioned by the volun-' 
tary feature of the system, it is believed to be unnecessary. To 
confer upon the Matron, by law, such control over voluntary resi- 
dents as parents may exercise over their children, would not dimin- 
ish the usefulness of this department, but would simplify the man- 
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agement, and afford relief to the anxiety of the Matron so exhaust- 
ive of her vitality. The most perplexing problem connected with 
the House of Shelter work, is the restoration of the girls to good 
society, so that they shall continue in the right way. The exalted 
ambition of some to secure a thorough education, which has, 
mainly, appeared in the House this year, and the encouragement 
afforded to all, by the more remunerative employment quite 
lately introduced, are favorable indications for its better solution 
by and by. 

We are under obligations to Mr. Lewis Allen, Mrs. Dr. Clark 
and Mrs. Lothrop, for their aid in the evening literary exercises of 
the year. 

THE THREE YEAR LAW. 

The connection of Sec. 10, Comp. L., 1871, pg. 2232, with the 
act of 1869, popularly known as the " Three Year Law," seems to 
anticipate a more particular report of the prisoners confined 
under that law than is contained in the statistical portion of my 
returns ; therefore I insert here the following information : There 
are now in confinement, of those committed under this law, ten 
juvenile girls sentenced until they reach the age of twenty-one 
years, and eleven girls and women sentenced for three years."*" 

Seven of the ten juveniles are in the House of Shelter, and the 
three others have each been there for a time, but were returned to 
the House of Correction for training that could not be had at the 
Shelter. The eleven under sentence of three years are retained to 
protect society from their vicious influence, and to carry forward, 
as far as may be, their education and moral improvement, though 
the whole three years afford insufficient time for their refc^mation, 
inasmuch as they are types of the very lowest class of abandoned 
women, six of the eleven having served repeated terms here pre- 
vious to the present committal. Four of the prisoners of thb 
dass, in confinement at the beginning of the year, have been 
released. Three of them by limitation of sentence, each having 
been previously sent to service on conditional release. One of 
them has since returned to the Shelter an invalid, to the only 

* These sentences are not absolute, bnt may be modifled or annulled bj the Board 
of Inspectors at wUL 
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home she has on earth ; one is still at service doing well, and (me 
18 with her relations in this city, but of doubtftd character. The 
fourth was conditionally released on the 21st of November, being 
taken in charge by her mother. 

I have only to add that the principle of the law is found to be 
practically sound, and that it should be extended in its application 
to the classes it now includes not only, but to all prisoners of every 
grade who are committed with any design to effect for them 
reformatory changes. 

PRISON DISCIPLINE. 

I wrote so fully upon the general subject of prison discipline, as 
it is illustrated at the House of Correction, in my report for 1871, 
that no extended remarks will be ventured upon this year. How- 
ever, a statement from experience on a single point may be 
indulged. 

Reformations, to be judged by the conduct of prisoners for long 
periods of time subsequent to their release, have not been, nor can 
they be generally, wrought by any known prison establishment in 
the world, and this statement includes, of course, the Detroit 
House of Correction. To inmre right conduct in the various con- 
tact of social life requires a degree of moral rectitude such as the 
good of our race have sought for themselves, and religious systems 
have tried to produce, since the world began. The transformation 
of the criminals in our prisons, or in any prison, to such a stand- 
ard, by any means, would solve a most important problem, and 
prove a harbinger of the millenium. Doubtless, persons of good 
character sometimes get into prison through chicanery or* the press 
of unfortunate circumstances, and such as these swell the reported 
reformations under favorite systems, whereas they need no reforma- 
tion, only a friendly hand to support them in their affliction, and 
to place them in the current of affairs again, but with better 
adjustments. It is these, and similar cases, that are used to mis- 
lead the public mind, giving rise to the absurd expectation that 
radically wrong character can be righted by rigorous treatment 
alone, amidst the degration of imprisonment, for prescribed peri- 
ods of time, ranging from ten days to any number of years. But 
fortunately for our feelings, such prisoners form but a tithe of the 
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prison popalation. The inmates of our prisons are, as the rule, 
positively bad, or lamentably weak, or both* bad and weak, and 
are, in either case, unfitted for citizenship thereby. The reforma- 
tion of prisoners, then, involves one or more of the following sub- 
jective changes. Vicious impulses must be supplanted by virtu- 
ous ones — ^the capabilities of the mind for right discrimination as 
to moral qualities must be developed, and the will be so trained as 
to maintain control according to its divine right. That good 
hygienic circumstances facilitate such culture none will deny, that 
suitable industrial occupation is essential will be admitted, that 
intellectual education is indispensable is now coming to be quite 
generally understood, and that religious influences rightly applied 
are valuable aids, is perfectly apparent. Further, it is agreed 
that the cheerful frame of mind maintained among prisoners by a 
kind manner on the part of their custodians, and by such indul- 
gencies of diet, dress, or discourse, as all would desire to confer; is 
also a help to the other influences more definitely designed to pro- 
duce changes of character. But that all these means, however 
skillfiiUy applied, can, in any pre-determined period of time, work 
out, uniformly, reformations of character, is exceedingly improb- 
able. That the fitful or accidental applidation of one or more of 
these means, as is done according to the impulse or opportunity of 
the officer in charge, can accomplish any general or permanent 
reformatory good, is in the nature of the case well nigh impossible. 
That good-natured indulgence, supplemented by only the pious 
performances of paid chaplains can accomplish such renovation of 
character as we are considering, is to those of us who have had 
opportunity to observe, most ridiculously absurd. 

The Detroit House of Correctien has become far £Eimed as a 
Reformatory, but if judged by the standard first above mentioned, 
namely, the conduct of discharged prisoners for long periods of 
time, it would doubtless be found that the reputation exceeds the 
&cL Yet, notwithstanding this, I affirm that the high encomiums 
we have received from those best qualified to judge in this matter, 
have not been wholly undeserved. 

The House of Correction has, for the past four years or more, 
uiidertak^i to demonstrate that in proportion as the various 
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refonnatory means are concentered in a given establishment, skill- 
fully and steadily applied to the prisoners, so will be made mani- 
fest to experienced observers, the unmistakable evidence of 
improvement among them. This has been done, and so delightful 
is it to behold their progress, that we are constantly prone to 
rejoice, as over a work accomplished. I can conceive of no spec- 
tacle more moving to our sympathies and our enthusiasm than the 
day-break of brightened faculties occuring in these darkened 
minds, sometimes, after a year of, apparently, bootless endeavor 
at the most primary processes of education, or when one whose 
whole life has been obedient to the animal instincts and impulses, is 
roused for the first time to the inward conflict, and achieves a vic- 
tory over the hitherto ungovetmed passions. Such mental and 
moral exercises on the part of the prisoners are full of encour- 
agement to them and to us, though in the battle they frequently 
fail. They need the wise counsel of an experienced and sympa- 
thizing friend, and the guardianship of authoritative control, until 
by constant efibrt the higher £gu;ulties themselves become accus- 
tomed to control, and better habits are formed. 

The objects of the undertaking were, the hope of imparting real 
benefits to some, and incidentally to contribute to the rational 
enjoyment of all. But, more especially, that there might be 
evolved an argument for such change in the system of sentences as 
shall contribute to better and more general reformatory results, 
and thus secure to society a better protection from crimes. It 
having been shown by this experiment that the concentration and 
wise application of suitable reformatory means upon a mixed com- 
pany of prisoners, held under almost every variety of time sen- 
tences, does actually produce such observable changes of character, 
that the probabilities of their future good conduct are increased ; it 
seems to follow that, with power properly lodged, to hold the pris- 
oners thus for the required period of time, still stronger probability 
of their reformation might reasonably be predicated at the time of 
their release. I scarcely need to add, that no just judgment of 
the amount of time required to protect society from criminals by 
their restraint or reformation can be had save from those who 
have opportunity to observe them while under treatment, and to 
apply practical tests to apparent progress. 
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Under the reformed system of disciplinary management, incident 
to the experiment above mentioned, and indeed, under the old 
regime^ many prisoners committed here for a single offense, and 
youth, whose unfortunate social surroundings or exuberance of 
animal life have led them into crime, are released, resuming and 
retaining respectability. This is known from my own observation 
and from the testimony of sheriffs from the thirty-six contracting 
counties. While this is^ true and gratifying, it should be stated, 
on the other hand, that the rowdies and habitual offenders from 
the larger cities, and the professional thieves and confidence opera- 
tors, who sometimes, though rarely, experience imprisonment, 
very generally continue their criminal course. The best system of 
prison management possible to plan Is powerless to prevent it 
under the present system of sentences. This report might be 
extended almost indefinitely with the history of prisoners who 
have*been repeatedly committed here — some of them as many as 
fifteen times. I trust the time is not far distant when the utter 
inefficiency of the law of imprisonment as it now stands, either for 
the protection of society or for the reformation of prisoners, will 
be made apparent to the public, and when a better system, based 
upon the principle of complete protection by detention of the 
criminal, or his reformation, a system void of any element of vin- 
dictive punishment, and free from sickly sentimentality, shall be 
supplied in its place. After twenty-five years unremitting official 
contact with prisoners in four several prison establishments, I am 
confirmed in the opinion that the principle of punitive time sen- 
tences does not, and cannot afford to society adequate protection 
from crimes, and that in, and of itself, it interposes inseparable 
obstacles to the general reformation of prisoners. On the other 
hand, being about to retire from the House of Correction, and 
probably from the particular management of any prison establish- 
ment for the rest of my life, having been providentially saved 
from the common skepticism {as to the possibility of reforming 
criminals, I am gratified to state that a review of my whole 
prison experience serves to confirm my confidence, that under 
a proper system, with suitable facilities and skillfril administration, 
a very large proportion of prisoners may be restored to society as 
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respectable and useful dtizems, and that the remainder may be eer- 
twily restrained. • 

MY RETIREMEXT FBOM THE SUPEBC9TENDENCT. 

The determination to retire from the superintendency of the 
Hoaae of Correction at the expiration of my term, or as soon there- 
after as is consistent with the interests of the institution, having 
been previously communicated, I deem it proper, if not incumbent 
upon me, to state in this report the reasons* more fully. 

I have not been driven to this act by the attacks made upon 
me the past few years, nor by considerations of personal health or 
income, though all these have, doubtless, had their weight in the 
final decision. But, chiefly, because the uncertainty of my posi- 
tion, arising from the avowed opposition of Mayor Mo&t to the 
House of Correction as an industrial reformatory, and his per- 
sonal animosity towards myself, are deemed destructive to my 
special usefulness here, at least for the next two or three years. 

The great want of the House of Correction is legislation in rela- 
tion to sentences ; and since, from my peculiar situation, as indi- 
* cated above, I could not, consistently, move in the matter with 
any reasonable probability of success, my retirement but fulfills 
the declaration contained in the closing sentence, on page twenty, 
of the Report for 1871. 

Having been intimately connected with the House of Correction 
from its earliest inception, having devoted to its interests and 
development eleven of the best years of my life, I shall naturally 
retain a deep interest in its true success, and shall always hold 
myself in readiness to aid this object so far as is possible and con- 
sistent with other engagements. The personal friendship felt for 
many of my assistants, and my deep interest in some of the pris- 
oners, conspire to render painful the severing of official relations, 
but having acted deliberately, the mature judgment confirms my 
course. 

CONCLUSION. 

I cannot close this, my last, report, without mentioning my 
enduring attachment to the memory of Hon. L. M. Mason and 
N. W. Brooks, deceased members of the late Board of Inspectors, 

^ to Mr. Lothrop as well, who of the late Board alone survives. 
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For the generous confidence and cordial support in all our offi- 
cial relations, and for the personal friendship of the members of 
the present Board, I return my heartfelt thanks. 

To the whole list of lecturers appended to this report, who have 
gratuitously contributed most valuable aid to our educational 
efibrt, to the pastors and laymen who have aided in the religious 
services, I feel under great obligations. 

Recognizing, reverently, the Divine guidance in all the progress 
of the House of Correction hitherto, having in my own personal 
relations good ground for full confidence in His fatherly protec- 
tion, I shall resign to my successor the reins of administration, 
with the wish and the expectation that the reforms here so well 
begun may be carried to better perfection, and that the influence 
of the House of Correction for reform in prison discipline 
throughout our own State and elsewhere may be greatly increased. 

Z. R BROCKWAY, 
December 31, 1872 OwperirUendent. 
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THE LBCTUBE OOXJBSE FOB 1872. 

(38 liECTUBBS.) 

Jan. 6 Rbv. A. T. PiKBaoN, 

The Genius ofHa/rd Work. 
18 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

The CogniUons. 
dO Mb Chas. Wbtmorb and friends, 

A Musical Eh/Uertainmervt. 
27 Prof. D. P. Mayhkw, 

The PhOosophy of FbeUng. 
Feb. 10 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

Qa88(fieation of FeeUng. 
17 Rev. J. W. Brown, 

MentalDendopTMiU. 
24 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

Dwcriminations in FeeUng. 
March 2 Prof. C. A. EEirr, 

Labor V8. Capital. 
16 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

Some Definitions of Sensation. 
80 Suferintendsnt, 

Beading. 
April 6 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

Mental Phenomena. 
13 B. Franklin Baker, 

ShaJcspeream, Beading. 
20 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

Fwrther on the Subject of SensaMon. 
27 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

The Malevolent Feelings. 
May 4 Rev. Wm. Hogarth, D. D., 

Happiness. 
11 , Hon. Moses W. Field, 

The Principle of Tariff Protection. 
18 Dr. Stephen Mattoon, 

Siam. 
June 8 W. E. Chbbver, Esq., 

Fiction^ with am, Analysis cf Dickens. 
15 ,...,,.. Prof, C, A. Kent, 

Politioicms a/nd their Art^ 
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June 22 Hon. W. P. Wiblls, 

Bhstorie, 
29 Hon. W. P. Wblm, 

Rhetoric. 
July 13 Rbv. Wm. Hogabth, D. D., 

TTie Relations of ihe OiUzen to the State. 

20 SUPBRINTBNDBNT, 

Reads a Letter from E. G. Holden, Esq., Editor Daily Post. 
Aug. 10 Rkv. J. M. Arnold, 

Some Evidences of Design Gleaned from Natural Science. 
17 G. B. Stebbinb, Esq., 

The Relation of Work to Self-devdopment. 
24 Rev. Wm. Hogarth, D. D., 

The 2¥ue Place of Principle am>ong Hum^n Motives. 
31 Rbv. W. E. McLaren, 

HMmcat Sketch of SauU Ste. Marie. 
Sept. 7 Rev. Alfred Owen, 

Modem Civilization. 
28 Rev. Thomas C. Pitkin, 

Japanese Literature. 
Oct. 8 Rev. W. X. Nindb, 

What I Sa/u) in Egypt. 
19 Rev. J. W. Brown, 

« 

Sa/al. 
26 Rev. J. M. Arnold, 

Order in NaJbwre. 
Nov. 2 Rev. W. B. Macwilliam, Manchester, Eng., 

Lessons from the Life of Livingstone. 
9 Rev. Thomas H. Pitkin, 

Japanese Society. 
16 Prop. D. P. Mayhew, 

Control of the Emotions by the WiU. 
23 Prbs. E. O. Haven, 

Anthropology. 
30 Rev. J. W. Brown, 

SatU. 
Dec. 7 Rev. E. A. Wbtmore, 

l^he Voyage to Constantinople^ and Turkish CiLstoms. 



26 DKFBOIT BOXmk OF OOBBSCnOH. 



Dfoo: 

CEAIB ACXX>URT. 

Fkvpcriy on hand as per mTentory January 1, 1872: 

Chair frame department |56,1K)5 72 

Chur finishing department 1 ,978 02 

Chair seating department 4,821 00 

Bending department 1 ,242 38 

Chairs finished, in store 18,601 06 



$88,718 18 I 



Amount charged this account in 1872 158,486 19 

Amount charged the several diyisions of this 

account, for foremen and overseers, and for 

stock, tools, etc., namely: 

Chair frame department f63,646 87 

Chair finishing *' 15,261 96 

Chairseating ** 15,177 95 

Bending '* 1,698 44 

95,785 22 

$337,989 59 

Amount received for chairs sold.. $154,561 10 

Amount credited the different de- 
partments, for work furnished by 
them 152,837 78 

Stock, tools and machinery on hand 
Dec. 81, 1872, as appraised by 

inspectors and citizens 108,623 66 

416,022 54 

Balance to the credit of chair account $78,032 95 

SHOE SHOP Accouirr. 
Amount received and charged for labor of prisoners per diem $5 , 792 75 

BOARD ACCOUNT. 

Received and charged for board of 

prisoners from Wayne County. . $4,728 93 
Less for 75 per cent of the amount 

as above charged to board accent 

now credited to stock account, 

that being the approximate ratio 

of the County taxes for 1872, 

assessed upon the wards of the 

City 3,546 69 

$1,182 24 

Received and charged for board of prisoners 

other than those from W&jne County 14,398 64 

$15,580 88 

•»tal income $99,406 58 
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EXPENDITUBE. 

OEITBRAL EXPENSE AOOOXTZn'. 

Pkt)perty on hand January 1, 1872, $2,756 06 

Total expended during the year for 

salaries, fuel, lights and other 

general expenses 27,756 55 

$80,512 61 

Amount credited this account for 

sundries sold $408 07 

Property on hand Dec. 31, 1872, as 
inventoried and appraised by in- 
spectors and citizens 2,963 83 

8,371 90 

Leaving for amount expended $27,140 71 

CLOTHING AND BEDDING ACCOUNT. 

Property on hand January 1, 1872, $5,269 55 

Amount purchased since 6,718 22 

$11,987 77 

Amount credited this account $75 90 

Property on hand Dec. 31, 1872, 

as inventoried and appraised by 

inspectors and citizens 5 ,577 53 

5,653 48 

Leaving for amount expended 6,334 84 

PROVISION ACCOUNT. 

Provision on hand January 1, 1872, $1 ,808 76 

Amount purchased since 24,992 30 

$26,801 06 

Amount credited this account $752 78 

Property on hand Dec. 31, 1872, 

as inventoried and appraised by 

inspectors and citizens 1 ,551 73 

2,304 51 

Leaving for amount expended $24,496 55 

FURNITURE AND FIXTURES ACCOUNT. 

Property on hand January 1. 1872, $10,320 73 

Amount purchased since 2 , 145 53 

$12,466 26 

Amount credited this account $& 75 

Property on hand Dec. 31, 1872, 
as inventoried and appraised by 

inspectors and citizens 11 ,984 46 

11,990 21 

Leaving for amount expended 476 05 
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BBPAIB8 AOOOUHT. 

Property on hand January 1, 1872, |96 76 

Amount expended since 8,798 58 

Amount credited this account $40 90 

Property on hand Dec. 81, 1872, 

as inventoried and appraised by 

inspectors and citizens 78 00 



13,897 28 



118 90 



Leaying for amount expended 8,778 88 

HOUBB OF SHBLTBB ACOOUlTr. 

Property on hand January 1, 1872, |l,968 40 
Since expended for maintenance, 
repairs and sewing machines .... 8 , 504 22 

Amount credited this account, for 
work done, ashes sold, and ser- 
vices of teacher 1 1 , 689 43 

Property on hand Dec. 81, 1872, 
as inventoried and appraised by 
inspectors and citizens 8,261 94 



15,472 62 



4,951 87 



Leaving for amount expended $521 25 



DISCHABOED FKI80NSR8 ACCOUNT. 



Paid to railroads for fares of discharged prisoners, $598 20 
Gratuities to prisoners on their release, to aid in 
procuring temporary subsistence, disbursed in 
sums from 26 cents to flO 1,038 71 



1,631 91 



Amount paid for insurance 2,641 12 

Amount paid for interest 2,673 00 

Balance of library account 109 27 

Doubtful accounts from suspense account 1 ,934 88 

That portion of the gain for 1872 credited to Beseroe Fund 

AceouTU •. 10,000 00 

Total expenditure $81,737 41 
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BECAPITUIiATION. 



INCOMB. 



Chair account $78,082 95 

Board account 15,580 88 

Shoe account 5,792 75 

BXPENDITXTRB. 

General expense account $27,140 71 

Clothing and bedding account 6,334 34 

Provision account 24,496 55 

"Furniture and fixtures account 476 05 

Repairs account 3,778 38 

House of Shelter account. ... 521 25 

Discharged prisoners account 1 ,631 91 

Insurance account 2,641 12 

Interest account 2,673 00 

Suspense account. 1 ,934 83 

Library account 109 27 

That portion of the gain for 1872 to Reserved Fund 

Account 10,000 00 



$99,406 58 



81,737 41 



Amount gained to the Institution during the year. . . . $17,669 17 
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STATEMENT OF PBOPEBTY. 

Jakuabt 1, 1872. 

Furniture and Fixtures $10,820 73 

Clothing and Bedding 5,269 55 

Gteneral Expenses 2,756 06 

Provision Account 1,808 76 

Chair Account 83 , 718 18 

House of Shelter 1,968 40 

Repairs 98 75 

$105,940 43 

Dbcembbr 31, 1872. 

Furniture and Fixtures $1 1 , 984 46 

Clothingand Bedding 5,577 53 

General Expenses 2 , 963 83 

Provision Account 1,551 73 

Chair Account 108,623 66 

House of Shelter 3,26194 

Repairs. 78 00 

134,041 15 

Increase 128,100 72 
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COMPABATIVE STATSM£IVT OF CASH, DEBTS AND 

PBOPBRTY. 

Cash on hand January 1, 1872 $1,328 22 

Cash on hand December 31, 1872 2,498 56 

Increase 11,165 34 

Property on hand January 1, 1872 $105,940 43 

Property on hand December 31, 1872 134,041 15 

Increase 28,100 72 

Construction account in 1872, consisting of library offices, 

stairs, lumber shed, garden houses and hitching posts 888 69 

Balance of debts January 1, 1872 $31 ,698 47 

Balance of debts December 31, 1872 30,637 36 

Increment 1 ,061 11 

Total $31,215 86 

Credited Stock Account and charged Board 

Account, 75 per cent of the amount received 

and charged for board of prisoners from 

Wayne County during the year $3,546 69 

That portion of the earnings for 1872 carried to 

Bes&rvedFund Account 10,000 00 

Net profit for the year carried to Stock Account 17,669 17 

Total 31,215 86 

4 
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SUMMABY. 

Balance to the credit of Stock Account |d5,897 35 

Ledger balances and bills payable 73,858 53 

Reserved Fund 10,000 00 

Inyentory of personal property as by inspectors 

and citizens $134,041 15 

Bills and accounts receivable 43,221 17 

Cash 2,493 56 



1179,765 88 



179,755 88 



BTATBMENT OF THB FINAKCIAL KBSULT FOR EACH YEAB OF THE INSTI- 
TUTION. 

Deficit. Surplus. 

For the sixteen months ending December 31, 1862, $9 ,242 34 

For the year endmg December 81, 1863 2,237 80 , 

" " " 1864 $2,01180 

" " " 1865 10,097 27 

•* " " 1866 20,108 32 

" " " 1867 20,027 50 

«« " " 1868 15,203 37 

«* " " 1869 13,869 71 

" " 1870 *1,688 62 

" " " 1871 34,855 29 

1872 17,669 17 



$13,168 76 $133,842 43 
13,168 76 

Excess of surplus over deficit $120,673 67 



* This deficit is occasioned by the fire December 81, 1870. The result excluding 
the effect of that calamity is surplus profit $5,824.64. 
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28 DBTBOIT HOUSE OF OOBRBCTION. 



STATEMENT OF PBI80NER8. 

Number in confinement January 1, 1872 439 

Number received from Jan. 1, 1872, to Dec. 31, 1872, inclusiye 1,720 

Whole number in confinement during the year 2, 159 

Discharged by expiration of sentence 1 ,024 

Procured bail 50 

Payment of penalty 589 

Pardoned 11 

Escaped 8 

Died 18 

On appeal 5 

Order of court 20 

Conditionally discharged 2 

Total 1,717 

RsMAmiNG IN GoNFmEMENT Decbmheb 81, 1872. 

Male prisoners 805 

Female prisoners 187 

442 

2,159 



Number Received Each Month. 

Males. Females. Total. 

January 114 28 142 

February 79 23 102 

March 85 20 105 

April 99 17 116 

May 109 36 146 

June 110 48 168 

July 164 56 220 

August 131 35 166 

September Up 25 137 

October 102 40 142 

November 100 17 117 

December 130 40 170 



Totals 1,335 385 1,720 
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NiTMBEB Re1£AINING AT THB Ein> OF EaCH MONTH. 

Kales. Females. Total. 

January 348 120 468 

February 842 116 458 

March 824 112 486 

April 295 101 396 

May 306 111 417 

June 297 132 429 

July 328 154 482 

August 31 3 1 53 466 

September 308 141 449 

October 283 142 425 

November 274 130 404 

December 305 137 442 



Totals 3,723 1,549 5,272 

Monthly Atbragb in Confinement dxtbing the Tbab. 

Males 310i 

Females 129T»f 

Total 439i 

Bt Whom ob fbom Where those Received dubino the Teab webe 

COMMITTBD. 

Albert G. Boynton, City of Detroit 677 

Florens Krecke, " 345 

David E. Harbaugh, ** 182 

Recorder's Court, ** 27 

Circuit Court, " 1 

United States Court, Nebraska 5 

United States Court, Michigan 3 

United States Court, Wyoming 2 

United States Court, South Carolina 1 

Wyoming Territory ' 4 

Justices of the Peace of Wayne County 44 

Allegan county — 2 

Alpena county 8 

Barry county 2 

Bay county 17 

Berrien county 9 

Branch county 12 

Calhoun county 25 
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Cass coanty 8 

Clinton county 8 

Eaton coanty *. 8 

Genesee county 12 

Hillsdale county 17 

Ingham county 2 

Ionia county 4 

Iosco county 4 

Isabella county 3 

Jackson county 65 

Kalamazoo county 18 

Kent county 2 

Lenawee county 40 

Livingston county 4 

Macomb county 1 

Mecosta county 4 

Midland county 1 

Monroe county 10 

Montcalm county 2 

Muskegon county 2 

Newaygo county 1 

Oakland county 16 

Ottawa county 5 

Saginaw county 45 

St. Clair county 22 

St. Joseph county 12 

Van Buren 4 

Washtenaw county 50 

Whole number received from the City of Detroit 1 ,232 

Elsewhere 488 



1,720 



1,720 



Sentbnces of Prisonebs Received m 1872. 



Life 1 

Ten years 2 

Seven years 1 

Five years 1 

Three years 6 

Two and a half years 3 

Two years 11 

One and a half years 3 

One year, or twelve months ... 50 

Nine months 2 



Eight months 1 

Seven months 2 

Six months 33 

Five months 3 

One hundred and fifty days ... 1 

Four months 5 

Three months, or ninety days. . 128 

Eighty-two days I 

Eighty days 1 

Seventy-five days 1 
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Seventy days 8 

Sixty-five days 16 

Two months, or sixty days 63 

Fifty days 1 

Forty-five days 2 

Thirty days 5 

Twenty days 2 

Nine months* imprisonment or 

a fine 1 

Eight months* imprisonment or 

a fine 1 

Six months* iioaprisonment or a 

fine 85 



Ninety days to six months*, im- 
prisonment or a fine 488 

Thirty to ninety days* imprison- 
ment or a fine 598 

Ten to thirty days* imprison- 
ment or a fine 5 

In default of bail for good be- 
havior 242 

Until twenty-one years of age. . 2 



Total 



1,720 



Previous Occupation. 



Actor 

Artist 

Auctioneers 

Bakers 

Basket maker 

Barbers 

Bellows maker .... 
Bar-tenders 

• 

Billiard hall keeper 

Bootblacks '. 

Brewers 

Block maker 

Boiler makers 

Bookkeepers 

Brass finisher 

Bricklayers 

Butchers 

Blacksmiths 

Cane seaters 

Cabinet makers 

Chair makers 

Clerks 

Cigar makers 

Coopers 

Carpenters 

Cooks 

Carver 

Chimney sweep . . . 



1 
1 
4 
6 
1 
23 
1 
6 
1 
3 
8 
1 
9 
9 
1 

11 

11 

40 

2 

2 

8 

21 

15 

10 

58 

7 

1 

1 



Confectioner 1 

Draymen . .s ,, 5 

Druggists 5 

Engineers 12 

Engravers 4 

Farmers 91 

Finisher 1 

Firemen 17 

Fisherman 1 

Glaziers 5 

Gardeners 5 

Hostlers 43 

Hotel runners 2 

Harness makers 5 

Hack drivers 6 

Hatter 1 

Hucksters 5 

Laborers 403 

Lawyers 3 

Lathers 2 

Mail carrier 1 

Masons... 21 

Machinists 16 

Miner 1 

Moulders 21 

Merchants 3 

Millers 2 

News agents 2 
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Nooccnpalion 83 

Painters 84 

Paper maker 1 

Paper box maker 1 

Pattern makers 2 

Plasterers 4 

Physicians 2 

Printers 26 

Peddlers 13 

PUot 1 

Porters 2 

Plumbers 7 

Polisher 1 

Railroad men 4 

Roofer 1 

Servants and housekeepers 297 

Sailors 150 

Soldiers 10 

Sempstresses 22 

Shoemakers 30 

Soap Makers 2 

Stone Cutters 7 



Sawyers 8 

Saloon Keepers 18 

SaltBoOer 1 

Showman 1 

Tanners 9 

Teachers 2 

TaUors 10 

Tinsmiths 6 

Tobacconist 1 

Traveling Agents 7 

Turner 1 

Telegraph Operator 1 

Upholsterers , 2 

Vamisher 1 

Wagon Makers 4 

Waiters 6 

Washerwomen 5 

Watch Makers 2 

Whitewashers 4 

Wire Makers 2 



1,720 



Nativity. 



Alabama 2 

Asia 1 

At sea 5 

Austria 8 

Belgium 1 

Canada 186 

Connecticut 6 

Cuba 1 

District of Columbia 4 

England 80 

France 13 

Germany 86 

Holland ;.... 4 

Illinois 11 

Indiana 11 

Ireland 406 

Iowa 4 

Kansas 1 



Kentucky 20 

Louisiana 8 

Michigan 296 

Maine 12 

Maryland 10 

Massachusetts 16 

Missouri 3 

New Brunswick 3 

Nova Scotia 3 

New Jersey 6 

New Hampshire 4 

Newfoundland 5 

New York 278 

North Carolina 7 

Ohio 65 

Pennsylvania 37 

Poland 2 

Portugal 1 



supebintendent's report. 



33 



Prassia 7 

Scotland 60 

Spain 1 

South Carolina 2 

Sweden 4 

Switzerland 6 

Tennessee 10 

Virginia 23 



Vermont 11 

Wales 1 

Wisconsin 5 

Total 1,720 

Foreign bom 879 

Natives 841 

1,720 



Grime ob Offense. 

Adultery 8 

Assault 38 

Assault and Battery 49 

Bigamy ". 2 

Burglary 2 

Burglary and Larceny 8 

Disorderly 683 

Drunkenness 695 

Embezzlement '. 3 

False Pretenses ^ 4 

Forgery. . • / 4 

Jumping on cars 1 

Keeping house of ill-fame 1 

Larceny, simple 189 

Larceny, compound 1 

Larceny, grand 9 

Lewdness 7 

Malicious trespass 1 

Manslaughter 3 

Murder 1 

Obstructing an officer 1 

Perjury 1 

Receiving stolen goods 1 

Robbing U. 8. MaU 2 

Seduction 2 

Selling spirituous liquors 1 

Selling unstamped cigars 2 

Threats 10 

Vagrants 99 

Violation of Hack Ordinance 2 



1,720 
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Offenses against the person 103 

Offenses against property 219 

Offenses against tlie peace 1,398 

1,720 

Social Rblatiokb. 

Married and having children 401 

Married and having no children 162 

Unmarried and having both parents 876 

Unmarried and having only one parent 806 

Widows or widowers with children 107 

No relations 868 

1,720 

Living in family relation 663 

Living out of family relation 1 ,157 

1,720 

Education. 

Ck>uld read and write 1 ,187 

Ck>uld read ^ 197 

Could neither read nor write 836 

1,720 

Age When Admitted. 

Under 20 years of age 277 

From 20 to 25 years of age 868 

From 25 to 80 years of age 258 

From 80 to 40 years of age 889 

From 40 to 50 years of age 253 

Fifty years of age and over 180 

1,720 

Religious Tbaining. 

Roman Catholics 760 

Protestants 906 

Jews 5 

Without religious training 49 

1,720 

Habits of Life. 

Claim to be temperate 844 

Admit themselves to be intemperate 1 ,876 

1,720 

Color. 

White 1,535 

Black 185 

• 1,720 
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Previous CJomncnoN. 

Of the 1 ,720 received during the year there were: 

Recommitted once 278 

Recommitted twice • 118 

Recommitted three times 78 

Recommitted four times 48 

Recommitted five times 87 

Recommitted six times 84 

Recommitted seven times 16 

Recommitted eight times 18 

Recommitted nine times 1 

Recommitted ten times 1 

Recommitted eleven times 8 

Reconmiitted twelve times 1 

Recommitted fourteen times 1 

Recommitted fifteen times 1 

Received for the first time 1,095 

1,720 

First commitments 68.6 per cent. 

Table showing the Length of Time the Inmates who have been 
dischabged during the year 1872 actually remained in the 
Institution. 



Between three and four years. . 2 
** two and three years. . 6 

" one and two years 15 

** eight months and one 

year 106 

" six and eight months, 16 



Between four and six months. . 154 
*' two and four months, 417 
* * one and two months . . 298 

Less than one month 708 



Total 1,717 

Average time those discharged remained in confinement 82iV days. 
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Showing the Lou and Gain in Ihe wdght of Priaonan during CMr term of 
imprimmnwnt under fiot dcuoijkaiiono ofoontonee. 



Leu than thirty dajB 

From thfrtj to ninetj dftjB 

From ninety days to six months 

From six montlis to one year 

More than one year 

Total males 

females- 
Loss than thirty days 

From thirty to ninety days 

From ninety days to six months 

From six months to one year 

More than one year 

Total females 

Grand total 



ft 

I 

o 



184 
6 



647 



69 

82 

87 

8 



181 



828 



19 

1,989 

l,fi04 

840 

12 



4,404 



476 

486 

269 

12 



1,242 



6,646 






6 

87 

122 

174 



428 



86 

107 

67 

9 



209 



687 



i 






i. 

IS 

.9 



18 

1,862 

1,472 

666 

27 



8,976 



• • a • • • 

489 

879 

212 

8 



1,088 



6,000 



„ u 

99 



3. 4 
6. 9 
6.10j< 
4.16ii 

4. 8 



I 



If 



a 



6. 2H 



7. 7 
4.10 

6.11X 
1. 



6.11*8 



6. 0-8 



8 
28 
84 

41 
12 



61 
80 
28 
10 



6 
11 
10 
12 
21 



19 

90 

18 

9 
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To the Inspectors of the Detroit House of Correction : 

Gentlemen — I would respectfully offer for your comsideration 
the Annual Report of the school in the female department of the 
House of Correction, my report of the House of Shelter, and as 
religious instructor. 

THE SCHOOL. 

The school year 1872 had a very auspicious opening, and we 
have had a much more successful school than during either of the 
three previous years. The school had, early in the year, reached 
that mental altitude where many of the dullest pupils manifested 
an awakened intellectual consciousness which gave evidence that 
previous preparatory efforts were of avail, and the more intelligent 
applied themselves to their studies with a zeal and energy suffi- 
cient to stimulate any earnest teacher. Fortunately, the number 
of qualified teachers was increased, and I have this year had the 
assistance of three of the ladies in charge of other departments in 
the institution, together with that of the five pupils who have regu- 
larly taught classes. 

The number of pupils in the school has also been much greater. 
The whole have been well classified, and at each monthly exam- 
ination some have been promoted &om almost every class to a 
higher one. 

In addition to the other regular lessons a class in grammar and 
composition has provided a healthful mental exercise, and proven 
a source of interest and profit. The following is a comparative 
statement of the condition and progress of the whole school during 
the four school years : 
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uhl iSTa unu mt. 
Whole number in school during year 234 289 255 200 

Per cent of the whole number of prieoners. ... 61.54 04.04 01.29 00.09 

Belonging al cloae of each year 74 74 74 104 

Ayerage attendance per session, two and a half 

hooTB each 58 08 78 90 

Ayerage age of the pupils 24 24 24 24 

Smallest number of sessions of any pupil, two 

and a half hours each 8 8 8 8 

Laigest number of sessions of any pupil, two 

and a half hours each 151 98 90 82 

Ayerage number of sessions of any pupU, two 

and a half hours each 80 81 88 89 

CONDrnOH IN BEADIKO UFOH JfiMTKlUNO SCHOOL. 

1800. 18W. 1871. 1872. 

Gouldnotread percent 40.00 28.02 20.09 20.54 

Could read, but with difficulty " 54.00 

Began in Second Reader " 21.06 15.87 17.40 

Began in Third Reader '* 24.03 12.89 18.00 

Began in Fourth Reader " 25.07 82.07 18.00 

Began in Fifth Reader ** 18.48 20.00 

FROOBBSS IN SKADING AT DATE OP BEFOBT OR ON LBAYINa SCHOOL. 

18a0. 1870. 187L 187i. 

Readhig readily in Fifth Reader 20.05 29.41 34.88 

Reading readily in Fourth Reader 29.00 87.50 80.15 22.81 

Reading readily in Third Reader 31.25 17.00 12.00 12.04 

Reading readily in Second Reader 86.01 16.24 12.00 18.15 

Reading readily in Web Vs Word Method... 3.14 8.55 7.24 12.57 

CONDITION IN ABITHMETIC. 

1800. 1870. 1871. 187S. 

Could not add small numbers and many could 

notcount 88.85 05.53 54.21 53.49 

Could add and subtract a little, but not able 

tomultiply 10.19 11.11 22.70 22.09 

Began with Practical Arithmetic 21.79 10.25 14.84 

Had made some progress in fractions 1.46 1.67 8.86 0.59 

Began Percentage 3.43 8.49 

FB00BE88 IN ABITHMBTIC AT DATS OF BSPOBT OB ON LEAVING SCHOOL. 

1800. 1870. 1871. 1872. 

Finished Arithmetic 1.20 

In Percentage, Practical Arithmetic 3.42 4.02 5.42 

In Fractions, Practical Arithmetic 9.71 14.53 19.71 18.50 
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1869. 1870. 1871 1872. 

In Long Division 84.00 20.58 18.06 29.67 

In Multiplication 18.69 84.19 20.70 22.25 

InAddition 42.70 28.88 86.91 27.90 

OONDrnON IN WBITINO. 

1880. 1870. 1871. 1872. 

Ck>uld not write at all on admission toschool 82.11 61.11 80.01 71.09 

CJould write, but very poorly 17.89 23.50 18.83 17.82 

Could conduct ordinary correspondence 15.39 6.66 11.09 

PROGBS88 IN WBTTINO AT DATE OF THIS REPORT OR ON LEAVING SCHOOL. 

1860. 1870. 1871. 1872. 

Able to conduct ordinary correspondence .. 48.71 27.77 28.89 44.86 

Able to write a fair copy 56.29 65.12 68.83 64.51 

Pupils receiving no instruction in writing, 

because of short sentence or room being 

repaired... 17.11 2.78 1.18 

There are 33 pupils whose sentences were such that they have had 
the advantages the school affords during the entire year of eighty- 
two sessions ; hence a fair comparison may be made between the 
work they have done and that of pupils in the public schools pur- 
suing the same studies. 

1 has accomplished the school work of i year. 

11 have accomplished the school work of 1 

4 have accomplished the school work of li 

8 have accomplished the school work of 2 

4 have accomplished the school work of 2i 

2 have accomplished the school work of 8 

8 have accomplished the school work of 8i 

88 Average 1^ 

The whole school have received, regularly, monthly examinations 
in their studies, and the standing of each pupil has been regularly 
recorded, and the average of each class taken. 

The general average of the whole school by examination at 

the close of the first month, January, 1872, was 72.5 per cent. 

The average of the whole school for the entire year is . . .86.44 
Showing a gain of 18.94 



«« 
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HOUSE OF SHELTER DEPARTMENT. 

80 ftill a statement of the principles, methods, occupations and 
amusements of the Shelter was given one year ago, that it would 
be tedious to you to reiterate them. The same system prevails 
now afi then, with slight variations and some improvements. 

On January 1, 1872, the family numbered 18 members. 

Received during the year 29 " 

47 

Left our home 23 

Of this 23 there were returned to the House of Correction for fur- 
ther discipline 3 

Now at places of service 6 

Returned to their homes or relatives 10 

Sent away as incorrigible 5 

Remaining at the Shelter 24 

47 

The least number belonging at any date waJB 18 

The greatest number was 27 

The average number was 22 

The average age of the family is 15 

The three youngest, of ages respectively 9, 10 and 11 years, have 
attended the public school of the sixth ward regularly during the 
year (two of them being under sentence), and have been taught to 
assist in the housework morning and evening. Their presence in 
the family has seemed almost indispensable to our home life, and 
they are being trained to become useful women. 

I have found that, in order to insure contentment of mind, and 
persistent, voluntary well doing, each member must have a clearly 
defined object of life, a definite aim in her own mind for which she 
puts forth her efibrts. Hence, as soon aa is practicable after one 
is received, an effort is made to discover for what sphere she has 
the greatest natural aptitude, that a definite course for the future 
may be determined upon. 

We began the new year (1872) by rising three-fourths of an 
hour earlier in order to secure an hour without interruption, after 
breakfast, for study, before beginning work at 6 o'clock. 

This practice of early rising has been voluntarily maintained by 
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the whole family throughout the entire year, and is, I think, sufiSi- 
cient evidence of the interest had in their own personal improve- 
ment. 

Eight of the girls are studying, with commendable industry and 
perseverance, to prepare themselves for a regular course of study 
in some suitable high school or seminary. Others are preparing 
for various occupations likely to give an honorable self support. 

I am convinced that the importance of remunerative industry 
in such homes as this has been underestimated by many. Unless 
the girls are trained to such employment as readily affords a com- 
fortable and respectable living, with means enough to reasonably 
gratify the natural and proper desire for dresa and amusement, 
they are certainly more susceptible to the temptations, wielded by 
unprincipled persons who shrewdly approach this side of their 
nature. 

And being, as the rule, friendless as well as penniless, there is no 
other source but their own productive toil from which to carry 
forward the education so well begun. It is also of very great 
importance to the feeling of self-respect essential to an elevating 
growth of character, that the Home should be self-sustaining. 

Entertaining these views, I have, with the advice and assistance 
afforded me, earnestly sought, within the limited range of occupa- 
tions public sentiment allows our sex, for productive employment. 
Notwithstanding the best efforts possible to put forth in this direc- 
tion, full one-third of the past year we have been without it, and 
when obtained, the supply has been so fitful and uncertain as to 
diminish the earnings, and greatly discourage exertion. 

The emplojrments which have engaged our energies are the mak- 
ing of pants and overalls for Messrs. Heineman, Butzel & Co.; 
ladies' dress suits, waterproofs and cloaks for Messrs. Newcomb, 
Endicott & Co., together with family sewing for individual custom- 
ers. Quite recently an arrangement has been effected with Messrs. 
Foote & Donaldson, the shoe contractors at the House of Correc- 
tion, to employ our whole force at shoe fMing. This has involved 
the purchase of more machines and fixtures, amounting to a consid- 
erable sum. The new business promises a sufiicient support, and 

6 
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is of a nature to meet the before-mentioned objects desired, more 
fiillj than anything else we have undertaken. 

It also furnishes such a variety of employment as to engage 
every member of our household. 

The spare moments from the regular employment, domestic 
work, and educational occupation of the &mily, have been most 
delightfully and advantageously devoted to various worsted work. • 
It is surprising how much of this work has been thus accomplished. 
It includes an Afghan 6ft. by 6ft., with several smaller ones, and 
a great variety of smaller articles. While no great pecuniary 
profit is derived from this work, it has proved of much service as 
an educator, teaching these who are so deficient how to spend 
pleasantly the hours of leisure which, when spent in idleness so 
often, serve as an avenue of approach for the adversary ; teach- 
ing them also to do delicate work as well as the coarser service 
essential to earn a living ; educating them in discriminating among 
colors, and in the exercise of good taste in the arrangement 
and construction of ornamental and, sometimes, beautiful fabrics. 

In this connection I must mention the joy with which we 
received the piano furnished us last April. It has dispelled 
many a dark hour of doubt, despondency, or more dangerous 
moods. It has proved a constant inspiration in the house, stimu- 
lating industry, affording amusement and instruction not only, 
but spiritualizing the tone of the family. 

Twelve of the girk are practicing music lessons regularly. 

Thus far I have only glanced at some of the appreciable £Eu;ts of 
our work. 

How can I convey any adequate perception of the myriad and 
subtle influences, social, mental, moral, both good and bad, which 
the conduct of such a home as this require to be discovered, 
destroyed, rallied and wielded as the case may be ; I cannot — ^'tis 
impossible. 

To know each girl, her temptable and susceptible side, to con- 
stantly guard the one, and encourage the other ; to readjust the 
frequently disturbed relations, to hold the whole fiunily up on a 
plain of cheerfulness under privations, to keep alive their hopes 
^__ i_ -x^^j, ^jjjjjgg jjj ^g fiiture, and to render attractive the quiet, 

'fe of the fjEunily, has demanded all my mind and heart. 
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beligious mattebs. 

The work of a specially religious character which I have con- 
ducted among the women at the House of Correction has been 
maintained as usual, consisting of private personal conversations 
with individuals, the general prayer and conference meeting after 
preaching service once a fortnight, attended by nearly all the pris- 
oners and the House of Shelter family as well, and the bible class 
exercise in the chapel every two weeks. 

The latter is a new feature this year, and from its novelty and 
the opportunity for a better adaptation of instruction, which comes 
from the division of the women into three classes, according to 
a graduated scale of intelligence, it has proved of great interest 
and value. So, also, the substitution of pastors and laymen as 
preachers, each delivering but one discourse, in place of a regular 
chaplain, has served to sustain a better interest in the preaching 
service, and has more satisfactorily met the demands of their quick- 
ened intellectual faculties. 

It is no exaggeration to say that in the conference meetings dur- 
ing the past year, and also in my communications with prisoners 
in private, there is a manifest growth of religious inquiry, of 
thoughtful seriousness, and with several this spirituality is beto- 
kened by sweetened tempers, a more cheerful mien, and increased 
tenderness of feeling. My experience in the religious work among 
prisoners impresses me with the importance of preliminary pre- 
paration requiring much time, involving improved physical health, 
and systematic educational exercises, and also, if permanent 
reformatory results are to be reached, subsequent social elevation 
and guardian care. 

In view of the prospective retirement of the Superintendent, all 

departments of my work are somewhat disturbed, and the future 

of it is fraught with unusual anxiety. However, He who has 

brought us thus far is able to carry us through. 

EMMA A. HALL, 
Secular and Religious Teacher and Matron of ths House of Shelter, 
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2b (he Board of Inapedora : 

Gentlemek — ^I respectfully submit my report concerning the 
School (male department), Library and Chapel Services for the 
yewr. 

The School has continued with methods, interests and results 
very much the same as in former years. All prisoners having 
three months, or more, to serve, have been taught in the School. 

The School year has been divided into two terms by a vacation 
of two months, July and August. 

The School has two departments ; in the first, writing and gram- 
mar are taught ; in the second, reading, spelling, mental and prac- 
tical arithmetic, geology and algebra. The first department meets 
in the basement Monday and Tuesday evenings. One hundred 
men attend this session ; the room will accommodate no morid at 
the writing desks. 

The first hour is given to writing under the immediate instruc- 
tion of four teachers selected from the prisoners, each tutor 
instructing twenty-five (25) men. Good penmanship has been 
acquired by many in this department. The second hour is given 
to the recitation of a lesson in English grammar, reading from 
English authors, and correction of " false Syntax," conducted by 
myself. 

The second department assembles Tuesday and Friday evenings 
m the CJhapel. This part of the school is separated into twenty-eight 
classes, taught by instructors selected from the best qualified men. 
These prisoners teach, with success, their separate classes. While 
I cannot designate teachers or scholars for approval, I may men- 
tion, in passing, three cases illustrating our work. (1.) A class of 
-' ^ht men was formed at our first season io September, These 
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men could neither read nor write. They were put under the 
instruction of an able and enthusiastic teacher. I selected 
" Webb's Word Method" as a text-book. This class has changed 
by dismissals and renewals, but of the original class, those who 
remain can write a fair hand, read in the fourth reader with 
facility, and calculate with slate and pencil simple examples in the 
four fundamental rules of arithmetic. All this in a little more 
than three months, with four recitations per week. (2.) A pris- 
oner who knew but little of arithmetic when admitted to prison 
has gone thoroughly through Robinson's Algebra, and is now in 
Book Second of Robinson's Geometry. (3.) Another is becoming 
familiar with his Latin grammar. I could mention many more 
examples of industry worthy to be imitated by men out of prison. 
On Tuesday evening Professor Jackson has taught vocal music 
for thirty minutes. Singing is a pleasant part of all our meet- 
ings, and Prof. Jackson has kept a good degree of enthusiasm in 
his department the whole year. Friday evening I have lectured 
upon some literary or scientific theme for from fifteen to thirty 
minutes. Other than this, the evenings are devoted to recitations, 
conducted by the several teachers. My time is given to the exam- 
ination of new scholars, classification of the same, with general 
oversight. Since September 1st twenty-two have been admitted to 
school who could neither read nor write ; of others received, all 
could read some, while a few were well educated. The attendance 

has been for 

September, 184 men. 

October, 143 " 

November, 139 " 

December, 170 " 
I wish to commend the industry of the men who, after their 
day's labor, give hours to severe study, and especially of those 
teachers associated with me in conducting the school. They have 
cheerfully instructed their classes, which has involved preparation, 
and has required much patience, for nearly two hours of each ses- 
sion. I conclude my report, as teacher, believing much has been 
gained by the prisoners, and with confidence in the permanent 
reformation of some, the basis of which must be industry and 
education. 
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THE TilBRABY. 

We have 600 volumes of good and wholesome books — ^inclading 
school books, 2,200. I should be glad to haye the catalogue 
inserted here. I am sure it would be the most satisfactory state- 
ment possible. The books are distributed each Saturday after- 
noon. If no book is called for by a prisoner, I select some book 
for him. The books distributed are charged to the man receiving, 
and by this a statement of the books given each man can be had 
at any time. When one book is read before the week closes, I 
have issued another on request. Some books have been kept four 
weeks for careftil study, as " Reign of Law," " Tenny's Natural 
History," " Sound," by Maudsley, etc. We have : 

BUtoriea — Gibbon, Josephus, Hallam, Rollins, etc., and modem 
histories. Tenny*8 Natural History, Toung Naturalist, Inhabitants of 
an Old Pear Tree. 

Scientific works by Huxley, Maudsley, TyndaU, Agassiz, Dalton, 
Hitchcock and others. 

Poets — Shakespeare, Longfellow, Whittier, Hood, Bums, Scott, Hol- 
land, with books of selections. 

MisceUaneoua — ** Reign of Law," "Primeval Man,'* "Heavenly 
Father," "John B. Gough," "Seekers After God," "Abbott's Young 
Christian," ** Upham's Liner Life." By Authors, Dickens, Scott, 
Lrving, Bayard Taylor, Nevin, Blackstone. 

Above selections are made from memory, as they are recalled. 
We have also biographies many, and books suited to boys and 
youths. • 

I think Hugh Miller, Bushnell, Ruskin, and Chalmers, with 
lighter literature, find more eager readers here than with men in 
the ordinary walks of life outside the prison. 

I have been assisted in caring for the library by a prisoner, who 
has devoted two days per week to this work. I am glad to inform 
you of his industry and integrity in caring for the books. 

The library is in good condition. Some books have been con- 
demned, being worn out; yet but few, comparatively, which 
speaks well for the men, who read many hours by candle light 
after the day's work is done. Besides the library books proper 
each man can have a bible, hymn-book, almanac, necessary 
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schoolbooks, witb slate and pencil, and dictionary (Webster School). 
I think this library has a far-reaching and wholesome influence. 
It certainly does much to control the thoughts of men in their 
work, giving food for thought, and a right direction to energies 
which need but a habit of proper occupation. 

CHAPEL SERVICES. 

Beligious services have been conducted in the Chapel during 
the year, as follows : Service at 9 A. m. One Sunday we have 
preaching by a pastor, a layman of the city, or myself, with the 
usual devotional exercises of singing, prayer and reading from the 
Scriptures. The singing is congregational, spontaneous and fer- 
vent. After a sermon, as above, followed by singing and prayer, 
a " prayer meeting" is conducted in the chapel, made up of men 
who wish to stay for that purpose. .An average number of eighty 
remain. This meeting follows the usual order of church social 
meeting, prayer, singing, reading the Scriptures, and such remarks 
as are called out by the occasion, by the men, or by myself. These 
meetings have been fervent, and, I hope, productive of much good. 
In connection with this, a " Young Men's Christian Association" 
has been organized recently, but it is not mature^nough to define 
its proper place, or to show its power for good. 

Alternate Sundays, at same hour as above, we have had our 
Sunday School. For convenience, the men are separated into 
three classes, under the instruction of Superintendent Brockway, 
E. D. Fitch, Esq., and myself. We have studied the New Testa- 
ment, using the " National Sunday School Lesson Service." This 
has been an interesting service, and has led to a more careful 
study of the Bible. The chapel services have borne appropriate 
fruit, a knowledge of God and His Word, which, I think, has pre- 
pared some to combat the evil. My part in so good a work has 
confirmed my belief in the possibilities of the soul, whether cul- 
tured within prison walls, or under the more favorable influences, 
where home and friends and interests combine to lead one upward. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient serwant, 

C. C. YEMAN8, 
Teacher and Acting OhapUUnn 
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To the Honorable Board of Inspectors of the Detroit House of Cor- 
rectum : 

Gentlemen — ^I respectfully submit the following report of the 
sanitary condition of the House of Correction for the year ending 
December 31st, 1872. During the year that has just terminated, 
the accustomed good health prevailed in both the male and female 
departments, until the twelfth of November, when'l^ale prisoner, 
recently admitted, was found to have small-pox. He was at once 
sent to the City Hospital. Proper care was taken to prevent, the 
spread of the disease in the prison. Soon, however, other prison- 
ers were attacked, cases appearing in both male and female depart- 
ments, most of them being of a mild character. Dr. C. C. Yemans 
was placed in charge of the cases, who, in his report, says : " Com- 
fortable hospital apartments were improvised, where patients 
were treated. I vaccinated all prisoners who did not show marks 
of * successful vaccination ;* also those prisoners who were admit- 
ted after the first case appeared. Every means to secure the com- 
fort and restoration of the patients has been cheerfully seconded 
by the officers of the prison, not one of whom left his post during 
the continuance of the disease, so much to be dreaded in prison 
life." In conclusion, he adds : " I am happy to report to you 
that we have no recent cases. All in hospital are convalescing, 
and, so far as I can see, the hospitals may be abandoned very 
soon." I may state, that all who had the diseafle could exhibit, 
previous to the attack, marks of what is called a "successAil" 
vaccination. 

The number of deaths from all causes during the year is fifteen, 
as follows: Consumption, three; abdominal dropsy, two; general 
debility and old age, two ; delirium tremens, two ; small-pox, five ; 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, one. 

Number of births, five. 

Number transfered to Wayne Asylum for insanity, three. 

1 am, gentlemen, ^1 

Yours, very respectfully, ^^ 

JAMES A BROWN, 
Phpsieian to Hoiuj^f Correction. 0' 
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MICHIGAN STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 



DESCRIPTION. 

The Michigan State Beform School is pleasantly sitaated on 
a slight elevation, at the east end of Shiawassee street, about 
one mile north of east from Capital Square, city of Lansing. 

A farm of one hundred and thirty-nine acres belongs to the 
Institution ; three acres of which are inclosed by a high board 
fence, and building in front, and the shops in the rear. 

The yard in front of the building, containing five acres, is 
surrounded by a neat picket fence, and laid out in drives and 
walks, and ornamented with trees and shrubs. 

The grounds enclosed by the high fence are devoted to the 
pleasure . and comfort of the boys, on a portion of which a 
gymnasium is erected, which adds materially to their health 
and enjoyment. 

The center building of the house proper fronts west, and is 
forty-eight feet wide, fifty-six feet deep, and four stories high. 
There are two wings, extending north and south, each ninety- 
five feet long, thirty-three feet deep, and three stories high, 
excepting the towers at the extremities, which are four stories 
high. One wing extending east eighty-three feet, thirty feet 
deep, three stories high. On the first or ground fioor of the 
center building are a kitchen and dining-room for the Super- 
intendent, a store-room and laundry. On the second floor are 
a reception room^ parlor. Superintendent's office and private 
room. On the third floor are rooms for the officers and 
employes. On the fourth floor is the chapel, suitably arranged, 
and famished for seating four hundred persons. 

On the first fioor of the north wing are the dining-rooms 



6 BEPORT OF THE BOABD OF COSTBOL. 

for the boys. The second floor is used for dormitories and 
bedrooms, and all the 'upper portion is used for dormitories, 
arranged with separate sleeping apartments for the boj& 

In the basement of south wing is the wash or bath room for 
the boys, where their daily ablations are performed. On the 
first floor are school-rooms and tailor shop ; on the second 
floor, school-rooms and library. The upper portion, as in the 
north wing, for sleeping apartments. 

In the basement of the east wing are the laundry, store- 
room and cellar. On the first fioor, the kitchen, bakery, shoe 
shop and ironing room. On the second, the hospital and bed- 
roomi^ and in the upper portion are sleeping apartments for 
the boys. 

On the northeast part of the yard stand the shops, a three 
story brick building one hundred and forty-six feet long and 
fifty-three feet wide, suitably divided and provided with 
machinery for the employment of the boys. 

On each side of the main building, facing the front yard, 
stand two family houses ; two story brick edifices, forty-two by 
fifty-two feet, containing suitable apartments for an overseer 
and his &milyy together with a large number of inmates whose 
good conduct has merited this advancement 

The farm, all of which is now under cultivation and pastur- 
age except about twenty-five acres of wood-land« has for its 
use a large bam 48 x 60, with stone basement and cellar for the 
use of cattle, a horse-bam, wagon and tool sheds, etc., 8u£S- 
cient to shelter all the stock and tools necessary for carrying on 
its operations. 
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To the Eon. Superintendent of Public Instruction, State of 
Michigan: 

Sib: The close of another fiscal year of the Seform School^ 
brings us to a point where an account of our stewardship is 
required, and where we may well pause and consider whether 
the results of the year have been as satisfactory as we might 
expect, or as we should desire. 

To this end we present for your consideration, and that of 
the public, a report of our transactions in the discharge of the 
duties devolying upon us, in the performance of the important 
trust confided to our care. The year has been one of unusual 
health and prosperity as a whole, with the School. The edu* 
cational department has been in successful operation, and we 
hare had no lack of useful employment for the boys, on the 
farm, in the shops, and the yarious duties in and about idle 
institution ; all of which have been as cheerfully and Mth« 
fully performed as the circumstances of the situation could 
admit us to expect. 

The progress in the School has been fully up to that attained 
in former years. As this is deemed to be the primary object 
in sending these lads here, it has been our aim to make the 
educational department the most prominent and important 
occupation of their time. A reference to the tables accompany- 
ing the Superintendent's and Teachers' Beports herewith sub- 
mitted, showing the low standard of education most of the 
inmates possess when admitted to the School, is, of itself, a 
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THE LIBBABY. 

We haye 600 volumes of good and wholesome books — ^including 
school books, 2,200. I should be glad to have the catalogue 
inserted here. I am sure it would be the most satisfactory state- 
ment possible. The books are distributed each Saturday after- 
noon. If no book is called for by a prisoner, I select some book 
for him. The books distributed are charged to the man receiving, 
and by this a statement of the books given each man can be had 
at any time. When one book is read before the week closes, I 
have issued another on request. Some books have been kept four 
weeks for careful study, as " Beign of Law," " Tenny's Natural 
History," " Sound," by Maudsley, etc. We have : 

Histories — Gibbon, Josephus, Hallam, Rollins, etc., and modem 
histories. Tenny^s Natural History, Toung Naturalist, Inhabitants of 
an Old Pear Tree. 

Sdentf/ic works by Huxley, Maudsley, Tyndall, Agassiz, Dalton, 
Hitchcock and others. 

JWfe— Shakespeare, Longfellow, Whittier, Hood, Bums, Scott, Hol- 
land, with books of selections. 

JfwcettaTiwM*—** Reign of Law," "Primeval Man,'* "Heavenly 
Father," "John B. Gough," "Seekers After God," "Abbott's Young 
Christian," ** Upham's Liner Life." By Authors, Dickens, Scott, 
Lrving, Bayard Taylor, Nevin, Blackstone. 

Above selections are made from memory, as they are recalled. 
We have also biographies many, and books suited to boys and 
youths. • 

I think Hugh Miller, Bushnell, Buskin, and Chalmers, with 
lighter literature, find more eager readers here than with men in 
the ordinary walks of life outside the prison. 

I have been assisted in caring for the library by a prisoner, who 
has devoted two days per week to this work. I am glad to inform 
you of his industry and integrity in caring for the books. 

The library is in good condition. Some books have been con- 
demned, being worn out; yet but few, comparatively, which 
speaks well for the men, who read many hours by candle light 
after the day's work is done. Besides the library books proper 
each man can have a bible, hymn-book, almanac, necessaiy 
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sclioolbooks, witli slate and pencil, and dictionary (Webster School). 
I think this library has a far-reaching and wholesome influence. 
It certainly does much to control the thoughts of men in their 
work, giving food for thought, and a right direction to energies 
which need but a habit of proper occupation. 

CHAPEL SERVICES. 

Religious services have been conducted in the Chapel during 
the year, as follows : Service at 9 A. m. One Sunday we have 
preaching by a pastor, a layman of the city, or myself, with the 
usual devotional exercises of singing, prayer and reading from the 
Scriptures. The singing is congregationdL, spontaneous and fer- 
vent. After a sermon, as above, followed by singing and prayer, 
a '' prayer meeting" is conducted in the chapel, made up of men 
who wish to stay for that purpose. . An average number of eighty 
remain. This meeting follows the usual order of church social 
meeting, prayer, singing, reading the Scriptures, and such remarks 
as are called out by the occasion, by the men, or by myself. These 
meetings have been fervent, and, I hope, productive of much good. 
In connection with this, a " Young Men's Christian Association" 
has been organized recently, but it is not mature^nough to define 
its proper place, or to show its power for good. 

Alternate Sundays, at same hour as above, we have had our 
Sunday School. For convenience, the men are separated into 
three classes, under the instruction of Superintendent Brockway, 
E. D. Pitch, Esq., and myself. We have Studied the New Testa- 
ment, using the ** National Sunday School Lesson Service." This 
has been an interesting service, and has led to a more careM 
study of the Bible. The chapel services have borne appropriate 
fruit, a knowledge of God and His Word, which, I think, has pre- 
pared some to combat the evil. My part in so good a work has 
confirmed my belief in the possibilities of the soul, whether cul- 
tured within prison walls, or under the more favorable influences, 
where home and friends and interests combine to lead one upward. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient serwant, 

C. C. YEMAN8, 
IVoeAar and Acting Ohaplam. 
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To the Honorable Board of Inspectors of the Detroit House of Cor- 
rection : 

Gentlemen — ^I respectfully submit the following report of the 
sanitary condition of the House of Correction for the year ending 
December 31st, 1872. During the year that has just terminated, 
the accustomed good health prevailed in both the male and female 
departments, until the twelfth of November, whe&'l^ale prisoner, 
recently admitted, was found to have small-pox. He was at once 
sent to the City Hospital. Proper care was taken to prevent, the 
spread of the disease in the prison. Soon, however, other prison- 
ers were attacked, cases appearing in both male and female depart- 
ments, most of them being of a mild character. Dr. C. C. Yemans 
was placed in charge of the cases, who, in his report, says : " Com- 
fortable hospital apartments were improvised, where patients 
were treated. I vaccinated all prisoners who did not show marks 
of * successful vaccination ;' also those prisoners who were admit- 
ted after the first case appeared. Every means to secure the com- 
fort and restoration of the patients has been cheerfully seconded 
by the officers of the prison, not one of whom left his post during 
the continuance of the disease, so much to be dreaded in prison 
life." In conclusion, he adds : " I am happy to report to you 
that we have no recent cases. All in hospital are convalescing, 
and, so far as I can see, the hospitals may be abandoned very 
soon." I may state, that all who had the disease could exhibit, 
previous to the attack, marks of what is called a ''successftil" 
vaccination. 

The number of deaths from all causes during the year is fifteen, 
as follows : Consumption, three ; abdominal dropsy, two ; general 
debility and old age, two ; delirium tremens, two ; small-pox, five ; 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, one. 

Number of births, five. 

Number transfered to Wayne Asylum for insanity, three. 

I am, gentlemen, ^1 

Yours, very respectfully, ^^ 

JAMES A. BROWN, 
Physician to Hmumf Correction. ^ 
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tntion will find a generooB retam by the prodncdyeness of 
the soil thus improved^ in contribnting largely towards the 
support of the inmates of the institution. 

Beferring to the reports of the Superintendent and Treasurer^ 
who haye called attention to our wants for the next two years, 
we would say that all the money they have named will 
undoubtedly be required to carry us through the term named. 
Therefore we would respectfully suggest that the Legislature 
appropriate for .the support of the institution for the years 
1873 and 1874 thirty-five thousand dollars (135,000), for each 
year. 

For the erection of a permanent wall around the yard and 
shops, in place of the dilapidated board fence, which was 
only erected as a temporary aflair, and which has often been 
blown down, and caused much extra trouble and care in keep- 
ing the boys in subjection, we need at least five thousand 
dollars. 

When the School was located here this ground was a forest, 
and the trees were removed and the surface put in as good con- 
dition as circumstances would then admit; since which little 
has been done, except the planting of a few trees and the con- 
struction of a plank walk to the entrance, towards adorning or 
improving the grounds around the buildings. The character 
of the State, and the general condition of other public insti- 
tutions, require an improvement in this respect. We have 
-made an arrangement for an exchange of grounds, as contem- 
plated by an act of a previous Legislature, whereby we extend 
our frontage upon Pennsylvania Avenue, thus bringing the 
whole into a much more compact and desirable shape, while 
we obtain considerable more area than we give. 

For the additional fence required, improvement of grounds, 
and painting of buildings, not less than three thousand five 
hundred dollars will be required. The suggestion of the 
Superintendent — ^that an addition of at least five hundred 
doUars' worth of books to our library is desirable, — we think is 
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worthy of attention, and should be also appropriated ; making 
in all for those extraordinary appropriations the sum of nine 
thousand dollars, or only seveaty-nine thousand dollars for the 
entire expense for two years. 

Paring the last winter, the investigation to which we have 
heretofore referred was chiefly directed to the subject of disci- 
pline, which is indeed a matter of the highest importance in 
the management of the class with which we are intrusted ; and 
while it has been our desire that the mildest treatment practi- 
cable, and consistent with the maintenance of order and deco- 
rum in the institution, should at all times be the rule, yet we 
find in dealing with some of those cases with which the officers 
are brought in contact, there seems to be nothing which they 
can be made to comprehend and realize but stripes. These are 
only tolerated in extreme cases, and never, except after a report 
/o,. and a full inyestigation by^ the Superintendent, of the 
oJBTense committed, and a record made of the complaint and 
punishment inflicted. 

From what information we can derive from the reports and 
examination of the institutions of other States in chai^ of 
*^ juvenile delinquents," we find we are not the only ones who 
find it difficult to devise a perfect syst^n of discipline, espe- 
cially adapted to all the varied circumstances of the social, 
moral, and intellectual training which the various individuals 
have received or possess when they are committed to our 
chai^ge. We have made it our endeavor to devise and avail 
ourselves of every suggestion which experience or observation 
can afford, to obtain obedience to wholesome rules, and at the 
same time that those who are intrusted with their care and 
instruction shall both command and receive their respect ; so 
that all nuty become co-workers in the disciplinary training 
and improvement of these youths. We have aimed to employ 
no person who cannot sympatliize with the great work to be 
accomplished, or who has no faith in the methods and instru - 
mentalities we expect to bring into requisition for the most 
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thoroagh and saccessful reformation of those enfcrasted i;o 
their care. 

We have continued encouraging reports^ so far as we hare 
been able through our officers to obtain communication with 
those who haye from time to time beon dismissed from the 
School^ and feel encouraged by these to renewed efforfcy to 
reclaim from their former surroundings those intrusted to the 
care of the institution, and place them in paths of honorable 
and useful life in the future. If only in a moiety of the num- 
ber of these youths the efforts of those in charge are success- 
ful, and but a few are saved from the career of vice and crime, 
we shall feel our labor has not been in vain, and the State has 
been rewarded for all its outlay and expense in establishing 
and sustaining this noble charity, for which every citizen may 
feel an honest pride. 

In conclusion we would especially speak of the continued 
satisfactory condition of the general healthiness of all the 
inmates. Only one death has occurred within the year, as 
shown by the physician's report, and very few have been in 
hospital ; which has to a great extent been attributable to the 
careful watchfulness of the Matron and her assistants, as well 
as the thorough order and cleanliness maintained throughout 
the entire institution in all its departments. 

Trusting that with the experience of the past, and the deep 
interest felt by all connected with the School to promote its 
interests in the future, and a firm reliance upon the direction 
of a kind Providence, the School may meet the fullest antici- 
pations of that broad philanthropy of its founders, in its prac- 
tical results of benefiting the unfortunate class for whom it 
was established, we submit the foregoing. 

GEO. W. LEE, 
JAMES I. MEAD, 
D. L. CBOSSMAN, 
Board of Control 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

OF THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL. FOR THE YEAR ENDIKO 

SEPT. 80, 1872. 



TBBA8URBB DBBIT. 

1871. 

Oct 2. To cash from Detroit Chair Factory $226 18 

2. " ** " D. W. Buck 215 16 

3. " " " Toledo Chair Factory 69 08 

4. " ** '• O.Keith 18 90 

5. ** ** " error wheat receipts 10 18 

5. " " " Toledo Chair Factory 537 13 

7. " *' * Mead Bros 200 00 

7. " ** '* A. M. IngersoU 60 

16. " " '' Toledo Chair Factory 194 80 

Not. 6. " " " Z. R. Brockway 11 70 

Dec. 2. " '* '* Toledo Chair Factory 176 28 

2. " " " Detroit Chair Factory 193 00 

2. " '* '* Interest $8.21 ; O. Keith $19.08.- 22 29 

2. ** " ** Return freight 15 25 

10. " " ** Detroit Chaur Factory 163 83 

10. " " '* Toledo Chair Factory 15195 

21. '* " '* Detroit Chair Factory 408 14 

1872. 

Jan. 12. " " " Z. R. Brockway 368 70 

12. '* ** ** H. D. Pugh, for ahide - 2 70 

12. ** " *' Z. R. Brockway 345 37 

12. ** " " Toledo Chair Factory 61 60 

22. " " " Toledo Chair Factory 181 10 

27. " *' ** Detroit Chair Factory 250 00 

27. ** " *' Mrs. Adams 1 44 

Feb. 20. " " ** Toledo Chair Factory 161 37 

27. ** " " Oa barrels sold 4 00 

27. " '* for elbow 13 cents ; R. Nixon $1 35.. 1 48 
3 
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Feb. 29. To cash for elbow 15 cents ; Murch, 2 chairs 

caned, 63 cents _ $0 78 

Mar. 2. ** " *' flag, $1 86 ; 16th, O. Keith, $31 60 33 46 

19. *' " from Detroit Chair Factory 36 79 

21. " " " shoe shop 120 

26. ** " •' Toledo Chair Factory 115 31 

April 17. " " " Toledo Chair Factory _ 129 00 

17. *• " " Detroit Chair Factory 103 00 

19. " *' " School Board, city of Lansing.... 5 70 

20. " " *♦ I. C. Fox $15 00 ; shoe shop $2 50 17 50 
^May 13. " '* " Detroit Chair Factory 592 83 

25. " " * • Toledo Chair Factory 117 95 

26. " " " Detroit Chair Factory 96 99 

Jane 3. " " *' E. Bement & Son, old iron 17 03 

12. " *' '* Detroit Chair Factory 852 08 

17. " *' " O. Keith $25 40 ; shoe shop 85 cents 26 25 
July 1. ** *' " Toledo Chair Factory 103 45 

18. " " ** J. L Mead ^.._ 1,100 00 

Aug. 14. •* ** •• Detroit Chair Factory 1,060 23 

14. *' *' " Detroit Chair Factory 109 17 

14. " " " O.Keith -. 28 13 

20. ** *♦ *' Toledo Chair Factory 61 90 

26. ** *' " A.B.Stuart 24 00 

30. " " " J. L Mead 100 00 

Sept. 17. " " " J. L Mead 100 00 

18. ** " " Toledo Chair Factory 109 70 

18. " " '* services of bull 9 00 

80. *' *' *' shoe shop $6 95 ; O. Keith $37 00 ; 

lumber $12 50 56 45 

$8,939 43 
To amount in hand of State Treasurer as per re- 
port Sept. 30, 1871, and paid $16,000 00 

To amount of paid bills not recorded in report. . 17,724 65 

To cash in bank bal 2,798 85 

To amount of appropriation for 1872 -. 85,000 00 
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$80,462 93 



TREASURER CREDIT. 

1872. 
Sept. 80. 

By amounts paid for provisions $15,819 89 

" " clothing 3,788 47 

fuel 1,805 02 

lights 213 18 

bedding 513 84 



it (( 
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Sept. 30. 
By amounts paid for books, printing, and sta- 
tionery _ $443 17 

postage - -- 43 69 

hospital - 483 64 

domestic help 774 79 

night watch *853 07 

'* *' officers and employes 15,700 59 

Board of Control 895 94 

" *' * improvement and repairs. 10,868 24 

" ** furniture and table-ware. . - 505 62 

farm expenses 823 19 

discharge of inmates 189 30 

fincidentals 6,779 96 

$59,000 00 

By cash in bank _ 21,462 93 

t 

$80,462 93 

* Includes not only all ordinary and endless repairs, but all amounts expended 
to date npon new building; also ditching and tiling the farm— not properly 
chargeable to form expenses. 

t Includes freight, telegrams, soap, brooms, cane, flag, lumber for shops, expense 
for escaped inmates, rewards, blacksmith bills, harness repairs, hay, and grain, for 
honse, team, etc., etc., etc. 

The amount deemed necessary for the current expenses 
of 1873, is $35,000, and a like amount for the current ex- 
penses of 1874. The balance now on hand will be entirely 
exhausted before we can reach the appropriation to be made 
for the next year. 

The fence around the play-ground is rapidly going to de- 
cay; the larger portion is old and must be rebuilt next 
sammer. True economy requires that a permanent fence be 
built of hard brick and cement, and $5,000 00 will be re- 
quired for this purpose. 

BespectfuUy submitted. 

J. I. MEAD, Treasurer. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



Michigan State Ebfobm School, 
Lansing j Sept. SO, 1872, 



\ 



To the Honorable Board of Control of the Michigan State 
Reform School: 

Gektlemek — Allow me to present the sixteenth annual 
statement of the management^ condition, and statistics of 
of the school. Yon will find presented in 



TABLE L 

The number of children admitted since tJie opening of the Institution, 
Sept ^f 1836, the number in the Hou>se at the date of the last Report, 
the number admitted and released during the year, and the present 
number in the School : 





No. Commit- 
ments since 
opening. 


No. as report- 
ed in House 
Sep. 80, '71. 


No. admitted 
during year. 


No. released 
during year. 


Present No. 
in House. 


White Boys 1 


1,211 

86 
8 

1 


216 
22 


87 
5 


102 
10 


201 


Colored Boys 


17 


Girls 




Indians 




















Total _ 


1,806 


288 


92 


112 


218 



Of the number released one was returned for yiolating 
the conditions of his parole. 
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TABLE 11. 

The ChunUesfrom whence the boys were received. 



All<^gaii — 

Bay 

Branch 

Berrien — 

Barry 

Calhoun 

Cass 

Clinton 

Baton 

Gratiot 

Oeiiesee 

HUlsdalc. 
Houghton.. 

Ionia 

Ingham 

Isabella 

Jackson 

Kalamazoo. 

Kent 

Keweenaw- 
Lenawce... 

Lapeer 

Livingston. 
Midland... 

Monroe 

Macomb 

Montcalm.. 
Marquette.. 
Muskegon . 

Mecosta 

Newaycro . . 



COUNTIES. 



Past Year. 

8 

1 
8 



1 
2 

2 



n 



2 

1 

4 
1 



Previous 
Years. 



10 

9 

29 

25 

8 

56 

13 

18 

27 

6 

as 

28 

8 
19 
51 

2 

G5 
04 
43 

1 

11 
11 

16 
16 
8 
4 
8 
2 
1 



Total. 

18 
10 
82 
25 

4 
56 
14 
20 
29 

6 
84 
23 

8 
28 

6!» 
64 
4T 

1 

60 
12 
11 

»2 

17 
20 

4 

4 

8 
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Oakland 

Oceana 

Ottawa 

Ontonagon.. 
St. Clair...- 
St. Joseph.. 
Shiawassee. 

Sanilac 

Saginaw 

Tascola 

VanBaren.. 
Washtenaw. 
Wayne 



Total. 



TABLE II— Continued. 



COUNTIES. 



* The one retamed. 



Past Year. 



1 
1 
4 



3 



1 
4 



1 

12 
21 



92 



Previous 
Years. 



48 



21 

1 

2T 

28 

n 

2 
22 

2 

11 

43 

371 



1,216 



Total. 



44 

1 
25 

1 
80 

28 

n 
s 

20 

2 
12 



55 



891* 



1»806 



TABLE III. 

The (hurts hywhick the CominUmenta icere made. 



COURTS. 



Justices of the Peace 

Police Jastices 

Circuit Courts 

Recorders^ Courts 

Returned 

Total 

- ■ - 

* Less the one returned. 



Past Year. 



61 

35 

12 

3 

1 



n 



Previous 
Years. 



701 
213 

215 
86 
14 



1,215 



Total. 



762 
228 



227 



89 

15 



3,806* 




TABLE V. 

Nativity of the Boys received, and of their Barents. 



UNITED STATES. 



Michigan 

New York 

Yermont 

PennBylvania.. 
Masnchasetts. 

ViiSinia 

Mieaoarl. 

Wieconsin 

Total. 



NUMBXB. 



51 
8 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

66 



FOREIGSr COUNTRIES. 



Canada.... 
Germany.. 
Holland... 
England... 
Ireland.... 
Unknown. 



NUXBKB. 

IT 

1 
1 

2 
1 



Total. 



» 
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PARENTS. 



America 

England 

Ireland 

Germany 

Colored, born in America 

Canada 

Holland 

Unknown 

Total •- 



NUXBEB. 



85 

5 
19 
8 
5 
10 
1 
8 



01 



TABLE VI. 

The Age of the Boys Committed. 



AGE. 


NnVBEB. 


AGE. 


NuaiBSB. 


Ten years old 

Eleven *' 


G 

10 
12 
20 


Fourteen years old ...I 

Fifteen '' 


14 
14 


Twelve " 


Sixteen " 


9 


Thirteen" 


s 












Total 


91 











Average ag^, abont 18 years and 1 month. 
4 
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TABLE VII. 

The Bomettic Condition and BeUgious Training of the Boys previous to 
their OommUment, as given hy themselves and the Offleers Mnging Ihem, 



CONDITION. 



Number who have lost their flither 

mother 

" '• " both parents 

" whose relations have been arrested for crime 

who liave used intoxicating drinks 

" been in Jail one or more times. 

slept out in boxes, old sheds, on steps, in lumber piles, 

etc 

Catholic 

Protestant 

Unknown 



NUXBSB. 



IS 
17 
6 
19 
10 
ST) 

44 
2S 
50 
18 
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TABLE VIII. 

Tm Admission, Discharges, Hf umber mSelioolat the end of each Month y 

and the Average during the year. 



October 

November. 
December. . 

January 

February.., 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 



MONTHS. 



Total. 



Admitted. 



6 
7 
I 
6 

11 
2 
S 
S 
7 
6 

15 
9 



92 



DiBcbarged. 



No. in Scbn 
at dose of 
each month. 



11 

14 

8 

11 



5 



s 

14 
16 
18 
10 



5 



112 



283 
22$ 
280 
225 
281 
225 
219 
211 
205 
201 
211 
218 



Average during^ the year, 219. 
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TABLE IX. 

BhotDS the Disposition of the bops who have been JReteaeed. 



DISPOSITION. 



Nambcr dlschaxKed as refonned 

"* '* to go ont of State to reside nvith parents. 

" granted leave of absence for one year 

'* reached majority 

" remanded 

" escaped 



Total. 



NUMBBB. 



58 

10 

38 

3 

4 

1 



112 



Average time of detention, 8 years, 9 months, and 19 days. 
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TABLE X, 
Employment of the Boys. 



EMPLOYMENT. 



Cane Shop No. 1 

Cane Shop No. 2 

Tailoring 

Shoe-making 

Kitchen department 

Washing and ironing 

Engine-room 

Attending school-rooms 

Attending dormitory and halls 

Hospital and Matron^s depart^ient 

Night watch 

Bath-room 

Family house 

Farming 

Employed in Superintendent's department 

Door-keeper 

Teamster 

Total 



NnimBE. 

86 

00 

14 

2 

11 



2 

4 

8 

1 

3 

1 

8 

18 

8 

1 

1 

218 



30 



RSPOKT OP THE BOARD OP CONTROL 



TABLE XL 
Number of Officers and Employee in the School. 



OFFICERS. • 



Snperintendent, 

Assistant Snperintcadent, 

Six Teachers, 

Matron, 

Assistant Matron, 

Orerseer of Family Honse, 

Physician. 



EMPLOYES. 



Overseer of Tailor Shop, 

Overseer of Shoe Shop, * 

Watchman, 

Fanner and Teamster, 

Cook and Lanndress, 

Dining-room Girl, 

Overseer of Washing Department, 

Three Overseers of Chair Shops, 

Engineer. 



TABLE XII. 

Work performed and Produce raised by Boys. 

TAILOR SHOP. 



Caps made for boys 

Jackets 

Pants 

Overalls '' 

Suspenders '' 

Shirts 

Vests 

Mittens 



800 

22» 

250 

200 

pairs 800 

400 

55 

pairs ^ 75 



Socks knit for boys, pairs. 
Sheets made •• 



Pillow-slips " 
Bedticks 

Towels " 

Aprons " 

Pieces repaired " 



.- 50 
,. 100 
. 195 
.- 40 
.. 122 
.- 45 
.7,899 



Bedspreads, mattresses, curtains, table- 
cloths, etc 48 
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SHOE SHOP. 



Sboes made for bpys 100 

Boots "' *• 16 



Boots and shoes, pairs repaired 500 



CHAIR SHOP. 



Chair-seats matted 5,856 Backs wovcd. 

Chair-seats woven 64,000 



.10»564 



LAUNDRY. 

Pieces Washed and Ironed. 



ARTICLES. 



Shirts 

Sheets 

Cases 

Towels 

Table-cloths. 
Aprons 



ToUl. 



Number. 



18,722 
15,058 
19,852 
18,862 
5,484 
2,720 



ARTICLES. 



Pants and coats. 

Spreads 

Blankets 

Ticks 

Curtains 

Socks, pairs 



NUMBlfB. 



818 
940 
251 
449 
801 
4,575 

77.086 
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UARDBN AND FABM. 



Biighels of |x>tatoefl 400 

'* onions 80 

com 700 

lieans 18 

" peas 15 

barley... 75 

oats COO 

beets 080 

tarnips 120 

parsnips 120 

carrots 888 

strawberries 7 



*• 



Basbelsof apples 80ft 

tomatoes 50 

rhabarb 20 

cucambcrs 20 

green com 60 

green peas and beans 20 

Heads cabbage J2,000 

Tons of hay 4 

Tons of corn-stalks CO 

Founds of pork 4,685 

Veal 85 

Cnrrants, cherries, and asparagns for 
table use only. 



These statistical tables present as favorable results as those 
of any preceding year. The present work of th^ school will 
bear investigation^ and will sustain whatever may appear in 
favor of its progress and success. A word or two at this time 
may not be out of place in relation to the work here and its 
difficulties. Many of the boys admitted, according to the tes- 
timony of the officers, the parents, and the boys themselves, 
have not been under a healthful parental restraint. 

Neglect, over-indulgence, unhappy marital i*elations, drunk- 
enness, and in may cases positive willfulness on the part of the 
child, have opened the door for these delinquencies, and once 
opened, it has been beyond the power of the parent or guar- 
dian to close it. 

The bov became master of the situation, and follows the 
inclinations of his own mind, or falls into the hands of the 
more crafty and experienced criminal. He soon becomes an 
adept in the ways of vice, or falls into the power of the law. 
In many instances the surroundings of home, tended to pro- 
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dnce the first impulses to error^ and fostered and matured 
those criminal acts which make both parent and child amen- 
able. 

It is lamentable that the sources of this criminal training 
cannot be cut off. The occasional commitment of its yictims, 
whether juvenile or matured^ exercises little or no restraint to 
the onward progress of crime. The causes are not touched. 
The work goes on. A few thousand children, restrained and 
instructed with the best facilities the organized charities of 
the State can devise, is a very small portion of the work. It 
reaches a very little way in affecting the influences and actions 
of this class. These children meet on their release the same 
causes and motives, often with more wary positive instruction. 
The earnest work of months and years comes to the severest 
tests as it meets the wayward passions and designs of dishonest 
and libidinous associates. It is more extraordinary that so 
many show the benefit of this special effort of restraint and 
training, than of the number who fall again with the temptation 
meeting them. 

It is well in seeking the permanent results of these special 
labors, to consider the contagious effects of crime, of drunken- 
ness, of the want of the principles of industry and integrity : 
how its power affects more mature persons, persons of respec- 
table standing and early restraining advantages, turning them 
aside from the paths of virtue and rectitude, as momentary 
self-interest or the gratification of passion shall persuade. How 
much more easily, then, should these waifs, with inherited 
vicious tendencies, special exposure, and daily training, yield 
to the allurements which entice them estray. 

Children take quick lessons in acts of deceit, dishonesty, 
and secretiveness, when practiced in their presence and often 
upon them. 

The daily published record of political, business, social 
and religious life, in their delinquencies, is not hopeful in refer- 
5 
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ence to training up from the present generation, a race of 
sterling integrity and unblemished virtue. 

It is clear, no matter what may be the rhapsodies of the 
impractical enthusiast, that the millenium, as understood in 
its character and results, is yet prospective, and a long and 
severe struggle must take place with error and crime before 
that much-desired period shall come. To check even the pro- 
gress of error and wrong-doing, to say nothing about eradica- 
ting its germs, the efforts and work of the best influences of 
society will be taxed to the utmost. 

The struggle will be yet more severe on the part of those 
who have fallen into error, in striving to attain that standing 
which is needful to secure their own self-respect, and the intel- 
. ligent mastery of those tendencies which have became almost 
innate. The experience of such men who are striving to 
regain a lost manhood, is touching in the extreme. The con- 
sciousness of the past in its weakness, and the desire to over- 
come the same, is often painful. The testimony of several 
young men who are now making this effort in our State proves 
the severity of the struggle. Young men, once members of this 
school, who are obtaining a commendable degree of the confi- 
dence of society, frequently speak of the contests they undergo 
to maintain their integrity. Seductions are presented to them 
by persons who have not publicly fallen as have the boys then\- 
selves, and these oft prove the most difficult to overcome. 

It may be affirmed that in almost every case of commitment, 
the inmate fails to have a proper standard of self-respect. He 
lacks an educational training of the most rudimentary char- 
ter. He has a proneness for debased indulgences and no 
regard for future consequences. This makes the necessity of 
seeking to inspire the subject with a proper self-respect of pri- 
mary importance — a first aim of a reformatory. To create the 
consciousness of his own power to stand upon his own merits, 
and to feel his ability to work out his own destiny. 

Self-respect must of necessity secure the latter power. Self- 
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respect inspires self-reliance ; creates fresh courage and hope 
for future efforts ; earnest and practical endeayors to deyelop 
those traits which will fully establish his character as a man 
in the noblest sense. A realization of his power to meet the 
demands of life^ as a laborer in life. Not merely a consumer, 
but as one who meets every claim and stands in his place self- 
appreciated, and appreciated by those of honest repute. 

This is in reality the reformation sought To re-form the 
impulses of life, to form new determinations, to be inclined to 
honest efforts, to seek to maintain his own self-respect and self- 
reliance in integrity and honor. 

It is on this ground that the present system of releasing 
boys has been founded, and the experience of the past ten 
years sustains the ground taken. 

A reference to table nine in each annual report will show a 
large percentage of boys who have " Leave of Absence," as 
well as the number who are fuUy released. These have per- 
mission to go to their homes — or homes are found for them, — 
there to continue as long as they demean themselves properly, 
but liable to be returned for any infraction of the law which 
they may make. The boy is thus furnished an opportunity of 
testing the strength of his own convictions of his ability, amid 
the temptations of life, to stand, — ^to meet the requirements of 
his position. He must be furnished this test to teach him to 
depend upon his own powers. On this he stands or falls. 

Here is where this principle is not always considered or 
understood. A great change meets the boy at the outset 
Here is a large company of hilarious companions of the same 
age and sympathies with himself; no responsibility, except 
under the guidance of an overseer, in regard to all the sup- 
plies for his own wants, or the implements of his labor. He is 
not expected to get along without failure, constantly under 
restraint. When released he finds that restraint gone; his 
employer busily occupied with his own thoughts ; his labors 
frequently to be performed alone ; that he has to meet the full 
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responsibility of bis own actions. And sometimes too a meas- 
ure of distrust attends him, — a loss also> to some extent, of 
the social sympathies he here enjoyed, so that he oflimes 
breaks his engagements, and seeks more genial companionship 
and avocations more to his. tastes. Sometimes he giyes way to 
long pent up tendencies. Occasionally he retams to the school 
Tolantarily for a season, and sometimes he i& sent back for vio- 
lations of the law; and a certain percentage run recklessly a 
wild career of vice and crime, and meet the just consequences 
of their folly. Bnt the school suffers the odium of whatever 
failures occur. Still the idea of giving these boys an oppor- 
tunity of testing their powers of manhood is correct, and a 
great injury would be done to the boys if this principle was 
given up because of a certain percentage of failure. It is the 
wish of this Institution that all boys released on Leave of 
Absence should be returned to the School on the violation of 
the conditions of their parole. 

One of the most promising young men that ever attended 
this School was here three times, having been released twice 
on these conditions, failing each time; and it is interesting 
to hear his experiences; his struggles and determination to 
stand firm in the paths of integrity and virtue ; the tempta- 
tions offered by others, who were deemed respectable in society, 
and who should have given a helping hand instead of seeking 
to allure into the meshes of vice. 

The greatest efforts have been made that were possible, with 
the pressure of care in the daily work of the School, to keep 
up a correspondence with those going away, to learn the 
results of their self-directed efforts. The same results stated 
in a previous report, may be repeated, to wit : That about 
seven-tenths of all released get along favorably. It is true, 
that the failure of the other three-tenths will cause more 
remark and doubtful concern about the work of the School, 
than the cqndition and life of more than twice the number of 
the other class. Considering the early neglect . of correct 
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training, the inherited tendencies, the same development of 
influences that existed when they were sent to the School 
waiting to receiye them in their return, parents and friends 
sometimes exercising the worst possible influence, the wonder 
is that so large a percentage do as well as they do. And 
there is sufiScient success for a hopeful prosecution of the 
work, believing that the future quiet industry and intelligence 
of those really reformed will compensate the State for its out- 
lay and care. 

The continued success of the " Family House^ has been very 
marked. Its uniform quiet, good discipline, and the progress 
of the boys have been so eminently satisfactory as to render 
enlargement in that direction the future policy of the School. 
To this end a new building on the same general plan as the 
other^ designed for the same interior arrangements, and 
especially intended for the smaller class of boys who may be 
sent here from time to time, is now in the course of erection, 
and has so far advanced as to be ready for the inside work. 
The work so far is of the same substantial character as the 
other " Family-House*^ and may be classed as one of the best 
things that could be done for the permanent improvement of 
the School. It has long been deemed desirable to separate the 
quiet smaller boys from the more vicious and turbulent, and 
with this building completed, this object will be greatly 
facilitated. 

Bepairs in the main building, north and south winga, have 
been largely carried on, and they show a marked improvement, 
but the work is by no means finished. There should be 
expended in ceilings, floors, and painting on the inside, at 
least two thousand flve hundred dollars during the coming 
year, while the outside would be greatly benefited by thor- 
onghly repairing and painting. The painting of the outside 
surface of the principal buildings and the two Family-Houses, 
properly, would cost one thousand flve hundred dollars. 

The wooden fence around the boys* yard is greatly decayed, 
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and liable to fall by the force of the storms. Last October, 
two sections of one hundred and sixty feet each, fell daring a 
yioleitt gale, and waa repaired at a conaiderable ezp^ise. 
Wonld it not be prndent to commence the erection of a per- 
manent wall of sufficient strength and stability to resist the 
action of seyere gales, and remain a substantial fixture for the 
future ? A section of such a fence ought to be built during 
the coming year. 

The securing more frontage on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
together with the improvement of the front yard and cistern, 
and fixtures around the new Family-House, will require con- 
siderable outlay. But this can be provided for from our 
ordinary income. 

The farm-work and products have been very satisfactory this 
year except in the one item of potatoes. The potato pest was 
contended with a long time, but a considerable portion of the 
crop was lost. One field of thirty-five, acres was fenced in last 
spring for pasture, but it is not yet all cleared up and seeded 
to grass. Several large ditches have been cut, and tile put in 
to drain swamps and low lands, and will prove of great yalue. 

There has been no want of work for the boys this year in 
the shops, and as many as could be spared from other labors 
have been employed in weaving cane and fiag seats for chairs. 
It has not been possible to meet one-half the orders for this 
work during the year. 

The band instruments are beyond repairing, and being 
without funds to purchase new ones, our band is not now in 
working order. ' The amount in hand as reported last year, 
one hundred and fifteen dollars and ninety-seven centfi, has 
only received the addition of three dollars and ninety cents, 
and has been expended in pictures and books for the schooL 

Additions to the Library are desirable, as new and interest- 
ing books are published from time to time. Four years ago 
the Legislature generously voted five hundred dollars for a 
Library fund. About six hundred dollars have been added to 
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this from o.ur concerts. But books are not very durable, and 
frequent reading, and not always careful handling by a large 
number of boys, require a replenishing for the interest and 
good of the boys. 

It would not be asking too much if a special provision of at 
least fiye hundred dollars could be made for this purpose dur- 
ing the next two years. It would be an investment well made. 

The principal teacher and Physician have herewith pre- 
sented their reports. No change in Sabbath exercises. 

The publishers of the following papers have kindly supplied 
their papers for the School : Lansing State Bepublican, Battle 
Greek Journal, Wolverine Citizen, Grand Haven Union, Grand 
Haven Herald, Saginaw Weekly Enterprise, Peninsular 
Oourier, and Morning Star. 

In the conscious appreciation of your vigilant interest in all 
that relates to the welfare of these boys, and your fidelity in 
your responsible trust to the State, and with special gratitude 
for the support and assistance you have given in the peculiar 
exigencies of the year, and trusting in the divine sanction in 
this work, this report is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES JOHNSON, 8up% 



TEACHER'S REPORT. 



To the HanorahU Board of Control of the MieMgan State Btform /School : 

Gbktlembn : — Allow me to present the Annual Eeport of 
the School Department of this Institution^ for the year ending 
September 3Q, 1872 : 

The number of boys in the School at the beginning of 

the year was 238 

Number received during the year 92 

Whole number under instruction during the year 330 

Number dismissed during the year 112 

Number now in the School ^..- 218 

The scholarship of the boys received into the institution 
during the year is shown by the following tables : 

Numberwho did not know the alphabet 7 

" " knew only the alphabet 5 

Could spell easy words and read in Primer 3 

" readin First Header 13 

« « Second « - 22 

« " Third " 1 25 

" « Fourth « 13 

« Fifth « -... 4 

Total 92 

6 
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ABITHHBnC. 

Who knew nothing of Arithmetic 45 

'^ had learned to county and knew a little of Intel- 
lectual Arithmetic 23 

*' knew the Multiplication Table and a little of 

Written Arithmetic 17 

" knew Bomthing of Practical Arithmetic, through 

Fractions 7 



Total 92 



WBITU^G. 

Who could not write - 51 

" couldfprm letters 21 

" couldwrite legibly 20 



Total 92 



GEOGBAPHY. 



Who knew nothing of Geography. 57 

" had studied Primary Geography 28 

Common School Geography 7 



C( u 



Total 92 



The standing in the School of the boys dismissed is shown 
in the following tables : 

BEADIKG. 

Who could not read • 1 

*' were in Primer 






< 



First Header 1 

' Second " 14 

' Third « 21 

' Fourth « 27 

' Fifth " J. 48 

Total _ 112 
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WBITINQ. 

Who could not write 1 

** form letters 7 

" write words 11 

" write legibly 49 

** write well ^-- 44 

Total 112 

ABITHHETIO. 

Knmber who had not studied Arithmetic 1 

" who had studied Primary Arithmetic 4 

^ who had studied Intellectual Arithmetic 46 

" who had studied Davies* Elements 33 

. ^ who had studied Practical Arithmetic 28 

Total 112 



V 



Of those studying Practical Arithmetic^ there were 

in Decimal Fractions.-- 11 

In Compound Numbers 4 

In Percentage $ 

In Cube Root--.. 2 

Completed the book 5 

Total • 28 



Of those studying Dayies' Elements — 

In Dirision 7 

In Common Fractions 11 

In Decimal Fractions 5 

In Compound Numbers 7 

In Percentage J 3 

Total 33 
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Of those sindjing Davies' Intellectnal * — 

In Mnltiplication - 12 

In Division - 19 

In Fractions 12 

In Percentage 16 

Completed the book 17 

Total 76 



In Primary Arithmetic 4 



GEOGBAPHY. 



Onyofs Common School 23 

Oral Instruction 89 

Total 112 



The School as now organized, is divided into four grades, 
but having five departments, — ^boys being sent to the School 
at the Family-House for good conduct without refsrence to 
scholarship. They are now distributed in the several depart- 
menti^ as follows : 

In the first or most advanced division 52 

" second division 49 

" .third division 48 

" fourth division _ 40 

" fifth division 29 

Total 218 



* Of the 76 reported as Btndying Davies' Intellectual, 80 were Btndyinff ^oth Intel- 
teetoal and « more advanced Aritimetlc. 
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The following tables will show the standing of all the boys 
no«r ia the School^ and their scholarship when admitted: 



READING. 



WHIK ADMITTED. 



Who did not know the Alphabet 27 

Who conld read in Primer 26 

Who coald read in First Reader 89 

Who eocdd read in Second Reader. . . 69 

Who conld read in Third Reader 40 

Who could read in Fourth Reader... 15 

Who could read in Fifth Reader 12 

♦Total 218 



PBI8XNT BTANDINO. 



Who read in Primer 4 

Who read in First Reader 2t 

Who read in Second Reader 84 

Who read in Third Reader 44 

Who read in Fourth Reader 48 

Who read In Fifth Reader 61 

Total .- 218 



* Many l>oy8 now reported as in the advanced department did not know their letters 
when admitted. 



WMTINQ. 



WHEN ADMITTED. 



Could write their own letters 46 

Could not write letters 172 

Total 218 



PRESENT STANDING. 



Can write their own letters 188 

Can not write their letters 85 

Total : 218 



ARITHMETIC. 



WHEN ADMITTED. 



Who knew nothing of Arithmetic 99 

Who could count 72 

Who studied Intellectual Arithmetic. 81 

Who studied Practical Arithmetic... 16 

Total 218 



PRESENT STANDINO. 

Who study Primary Arithmetic 79 

Who study Intermediate Arithmetic. 76 
Who study Practical Arithmetic 68 

Total 218 
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OIBOGRAPHT. 



WHm ADXITTSD. 



Who knew nothing of Geography 184 

Who had stadledPriniArj Geography 18 
Who had studied Common School.. . 16 

Total 218 



ranaiHT BTunonio. 



Who Btndy Common School.. 9i 

Who receiye oral instmction and 
nae Outline Maps Itt 

ToUl ,..i 218 



In addition to the facts presented in the tables, it may be 
well to say that ontside of the studies named in those tables' 
it is a rare thing that a boy has any knowledge of books, eyen 
Elementary Grammer or United States History. Eighty-five 
boys are reported as not now being able to write their own 
letters ; but every boy in the School is engaged in writing, and 
many of these form words quite welL All pupils 'receive 
instruction in Geography, and classes are now organized in 
TJnited States History. While no text-book is used in Gram- 
mer, care is taken in the correction of their improper language, 
. and they are helped to a practical knowledge and use of this 
important science. 

One boy is reported' as having been discharged who could 
not read or write, and knew nothing of Arithmetic. This was 
an imebecile who was immediately returned as an unfit 
subject 

But few additions have been made to the library during the 
past year ; it now contains eighteen hundred volumes, most of 
which are well suited to the wants of the boys. 

Arrangements have been made by the Superintendent for hav- 
l.g «4l»«H who. binding. wL ,oi;«>rl„nt,rep«.sd 
at a trifling cost, which will render them as good as new. An 
appropriation for the purchase of new books would seem to be 
a very judicious and desirable use of money. 

To the friends who have kindly given each week their papers 
and magazines, we desire to return our sincere thanks. Their 
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kindness has been highly appreciated by the boys for whose 
benefit they were given. 

That there are difficalties in the way of success here not 
found in other schools, noinst be clear to the noLOst ordinary 
obserrer. Just what, under all circumstances, is best to do, is 
certainly not easy to determine. 

To educate these boys to close mental discipline, is a work 
not easily accomplished. In view of the facts surrounding 
their lives before coming here, in many instances never having 
attended any school more than a term or two, and not accus- 
tomed to manual labor, they are really entirely undisciplined; 
constantly wandering from place to place , as inclination or 
necessity should dictate, or if remaining at home, a stranger to 
those parental restraints, so essential to. enable the boy to 
become a self-controlling man, it is not surprising that as 
soon as they feel restraints of any kind, and are obliged to 
conform to some steady habits of study and labor, the change 
being so inconsistent with the former practices, and any ideals 
of life heretofore formed, that some time must necessarily be 
expended in overcoming the feeling of opposition on the part 
of the boy, alid before satisfactory progress can be hoped for. 
That success does not attend every effort in behalf of educa- 
ting and reforming these boys, is not at all surprising. That it 
does in many instances, is the encouragement the laborer here 
has. 

That time will develop many faults or errors in our work, 
is expected. If the experience which it brings shall suggest 
their remedies, we shall be encouraged by the cordial support 
received from you at all times, to suggest such as seem prac- 
ticable, knowing* that anything needed for the highest suc- 
cess of the School- work, will be cheerfully granted and 
encouraged. 

Coming into the work here an entire stranger to all of its 
peculiarities, and special trials, I am sure that long ere this, I 
should have become utterly discouraged, but for the more 
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tlum earnest Bupport^ I have at all times and nnder all ciicnm- 
stances, receiyed of the Superintendenty and I desire to express 
mj obligations to him for the many courtesies and kind 
encouragements receiyed. 

To my Assistant Teachers who have labored so earnestly in 
their work, and haye so kindly aided in every thing suggested 
that would seem to add to the success of the School, I desire 
to extend my kindest thanks ; knowing that whatever of good 
has been accomplished^ is largely due to their efforts. 

Trusting in that Providence who has so kindly watched over 
us in the past, we will earnestly labor for greater good to 
attend our future efforts. 

Be£fpectfully submitted, 

JOHN N. FOSTBB, 

Principal Teacher. 



PHYSICIAN'S EEPORT. 



lb the HonorcMe Board of Control of the State Etform Behool: 

Gbktlbmbk : — The exceedingly favorable hygienic condition 
of the School last year has been continued through the year 
just closed. One death only has occurred since ray last report. 
Andrew Bell died of Consumption^ on the 3d day of May last. 
Besides this case, two or three rather severe cases of Lung 
Disease, and two fractures of the fore-arm, complete the list of 
cases which have required any considerable attention from me. 

The Board, of course, understand that beyond a few sugges- 
tions from the Physician, this most extrarodinary healthy con- 
dition of the School is due to the unceasing attention, good 
judgment, and care of both the Superintendent and Matron. 
I have no hesitation in asserting, that in their care for the 
health of the boys, they have been successful beyond all 
competition. 

I. H. BARTHOLOMEW, 

Physiciaru 
T 



LETTERS FROM BOYS AND THEIR 

FRIENDS. 



Wavbrlt, N. Y. November 6, 1871. 
Mb. J., Sttp't Befobh School. — According to your request 
I write you a few lines to let you know how H. W. gets along. 
He is living with me and is attending school. He does very 
well ; in fact I think he really means to be a good boy, but I 
think you expressed his real character to me in those few 
words, " He is a little boy.'' He seems to be easily influenced, 
and it is very hard for him to say no, consequently he needs 
much care. * * * J find it quite a help to me his having 
leave of absence instead of a discharge, for it is a great restraint 
over him. 

' Yours respectfully, 

MBS. E. H. H. 



Beoton Habbob, November 3, 1871. 
Mb. J., DsAB Sib: — I heard with pleasure that you suc- 
ceeded the Honorable Mr. B. as Superintendent. I therefore 
drop these few lines to inform you that I am well, and doing 
well. I was discharged in 1865. I intend the next summer to 
visit you, but I do not suppose any of the old boys are there 
Have not seen any of the boys, but I trust they are doing well. 
I am going to school this winter. Oive my respects to all. 
• . B. £• 



63 BEPOBT 07 THE BOABD OF GOKTBOL 

Decembeb 30, 1871. 
Mb. C. J., Deab Friekd : — I receired your report yester- 
day, and was much pleased to hear from yon. I hope yon will 
excuse me for not writing for so long a time. I am attending 
the Commercial College, and am doing well. I pay my own 
way and depend on myself I wanted to come up to the 
School last fall, but could not spare the money. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
A. L did not do well after he got out. I do not know where 
he is now. Bemember me to all the ofiScers and boys. 

I remain respectfully, 

L. H. F. 



National Soldiers' Hospital, ) 
• Dayton, Ohio, Jan. 26. \ 

Deab Sib : — I received your letter in due season, but owing 
to the disabled condition of both hands I cannot write but a 
short note. The Doctor has forbidden me to use my hands at 
all, but I can not rest contented till I express my heart-felt 
thanks for your kind, sympathizing letter. It is a happy con- 
solation to know I am remembered by my old teacher. As I 
look back to-day, as I often do, with a thankful heart for your 
kind care and fatherly advice. I am in too much pain to write 
more. I send my kind regards to all, and remain as usual, one 
of your old boys. 

F. £[. S* 



Febrxjart 25, 1872. 
Deab Teacher: — It is with pleasure that I write a few 
lines to you, for I know you have not heard from me in some 
time, and I hope you have not heard anything wrong since I 
passed from your control. I have tried to live an honest life, 
and have succeeded so far. I will come out there neX't fall to 



OV THE STATE SSFOBK SGHOOIm 63 

vipit what Was my home for two years, and the pleasantest 
part of my life. I look back to the time when I thought it 
was tough to be locked np ; but it was the only thing that 
8a?ed me from a worse fate. * ♦ * * i h^ye 
sailed ever since I came home and have arisen to be Mate, and 
hope soon to have the title of Captain. I have endeavored 
not to forget yonr kind instraction. Give my kind regards to 
Mrs. J. and all of my kind teachers, and the boys, and tell 
them that have no home not be in a hurry to go out; but to 
stndy hard, and when they do come out, to come with the 
intention of being men. 
This is all from one who gave you much trouble. 

W. L.M. 



. Jacksoi?^, Feb. 25, 1872. 
Dear Fbienb, Mb. J.: — ^You have, no doubt, long ago, 
heard of my misfortunes, consequently I shall say nothing 
about it, except that since I have been here my record is clear. 
You especially will be surprised at the information, that the 
boy who, while under your charge, and even after being dis- 
missed from the School, could scarcely refrain one week from 
being a participant in a row, if I may be allowed the express- 
ion, has now a clear record. I do not find it as hard here as I 
expected; it is what a prisoner makes it himself. * * 

* * * * Mr. Johnson^ the ^^ Convicts" are not 
altogether diflTerent from the rest of mankind. * * * 

* * Please write soon, and whenever you happen up 
this way please give me a call. 

, Yours truly, CHARLIE. 



March 11, 1872. 
Beab SiB:^I don^t Want to miss writing to you, if I can 
help it^ for I know it is of great importance to you, and I will 
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try always to do it. I haye just got home from our Cbtitok 
I heaM a nice sermon preached. I go to Church erery Sunday. 
I have not missed a meeting on Sunday yet I will try to go 
as long as possible. We have a good Sunday school^ sud a 
good common schooL I go to school every day except Sunday. 
Give my best respects to Mr. E. 

Prom W. P. 



Hillsdale, March 21, 1872; 
Mb. Johnsok, Dear Sib: — I now take the privilege of 
writing to you to let you know how I am situated. When I step- 
ped off the cars, I went into a shop, and a man jumped up 
from his bench and shook my hand. I recognized him as the 
man who took D. B. to the School. He has known me ever 
since I was an infant. I remained with him and he has treated 
me like a father. * * * * I am writing this 
letter in his shop. I have not forgotten the boys. I promised 
to write to them and I shall do it. * ♦ * Write 
and tell me how the singing goes off. No more at present. 

Prom your obedient servant, C. M. 



West Geiteva, AprU 15, 1873. 
Mb. J., Deab Sib: — I write to let you know that I am 
getting along well and in good health. * ♦ ♦ 

I have now got a good home of forty acres of land. I have 
beentrying for some time to get this piece of land, and now 
have it half paid for. And beside this I have got a wife. 
With love to all. 

Yours truly, 

0. P. 



i^ THE STATE ISXBQIBM QGmOOU :fi6 

MoTTVlLIiE, April 16, 181'2. 

Fbzekd W. :•— I received your letter a few days ago, and was 
glad to hear from yoa. I am well, and enjoying myself qxute 
well now. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

I have been very sorry, Mr. W., that I was so nnkind to you 

as I was many times. I am glad that I was sent to the Beform 

School, for God only knows where I should have been now, or 

how my life would have ended. I am going to Leonier, Ind., 

to learn the mason trade. Shall work with my uncle. I think 

it will be better for me to have a trade than to know nothing 

of laboring. Please give my respects to all. 

Yours truly, 

J. W. H. 



Wbkona, June 17, 1872. 
Mb. J., Dbab Sir : — I had intended to write to you before, but 
have neglected doing so. The boys are well at present, and have 
good situations and are doing well, and have been behaving 
themselves like gentlemen. They all wish to be remembered 
to you and the teachers at the School. 
Hoping to hear from you when convenient, I am yours truly. 

W. A. H. 



Columbus, Ohio, July 7, 1 872. 

Deab Fbibnd : — ^Your letter of the 23d is received, but I 
could not write until now. We have a ** Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association " here. I have made a profession of religion, 
and my four months of probation having passed, I have been 
admitted to full membership. 

I have long been striving to keep out all evil thought or 
desires, but find I cannot do it myself. I have been having too 
much care of myself, and have come to the conclusion not to 
have »ny more, but to leave it all with Jesus. * * * ♦ 
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I haye been thinking abont gettiDg work in Mr. C.'s Chair 
Factory, and if yon will please to help me I wiU be much 
obliged* YonrSy 

J. Mc& 



July 13, 1872. 

Mb. J.y Deab Sib: — Your ever kind and welcome letter 
was duly received. This is the first opporfcnnity that has been 
presented for me to answer. My health is good^ and I am get- 
ting along first rate. I am trying to do as near right as I can. 
I am not perfect. A young man has a good many things to 
contend with in this world, and temptations hard to resist 
After I was there, I prayed to God to forgive my sins, and I 
gave my heart to him. I asked him to protect me and keep 
me from evil, and then each day I tried to do the best I could. 
I have been here three years. I am not afraid to look any 
man in the face. But I find I must be careful abont my asso- 
ciates. To go with some young men, soon incline to wrong 
doing. 

My opportunity for Sunday School and such things, are not 
good. I hope to get out to see you in the month of August 
J. is at work here, and is doing well. Please let me hear from 
you when it is convenient for you to write. Mc. 



Adbian, Mich., July 19, 1872. 
Mb. J., Deab Fbiend : — I am still attending school at Mr. 

4 

Evens' Business College; am studying Book-keeping, Writing, 
and Arithmetic. I have been attending school ever since I 
came home. 

I am to take a journey to South Carolina, where I am going 
to clerk in my Uncle's Dnig Store. 

Give my love to all the boys and officers at the School. 

Very respectfully, D. K. 
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Payette July 28, 1872. 

Mr. J.9 Deab Sir : — I seat myself to inform you that my son 
lias returned safely home. His return has filled my heart 
with unutterable gladness, for it was very much with me as 
with the Father and Prodigal Son. 

I am a thousand times obliged to you for your kindness to 
him, and the instruction given him while away from home. 
He is now much more steady and does not care to run about 
the streets any more. **♦*♦* 

We trust he will heed the advice received, and grow up to 
be a man among men. 

Yours with respect, D. L. 



Ortokville, Aug. 4, 1872. 
Bey. G. J., Dear Sir: — I am pleased again to let you know 
that I am well and getting along real well. 

I am working at home this summer. We are running a 
thrashing machine, and I shall work until school begins, when 
I will go to school. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

I attend Sunday School every Sunday, and shall whenever I 
can. Bemember me to all. 

Yours truly, E. D. 



September 22, 1872. 
♦My Dear Friends: — It is impossible for me to forget 
the Old Homestead. There is no such thing as the Reform 
School ever vanishing from the remembrance of any one who 
has gone from there, and has conducted himself and led the life 
he was instructed to lead by the teachers in charge of the 
School. And there^are but few who leave the Institution and 
don't write back, that have led the life which they can look 



• This 1b only a portion of a long and excellent letter fh>m a boy who left nearly ten 
years ago. SupH. 

8 
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back upon with satisfiustioD. Thoee who do not conduct them- 
feWes properljy do not commnnicate their whereabonts and 
their doings. I know the School was of great adTantage to 
me. It has made me a heayy debtor to the officers who labored 
for my good. I hope in part to repay the debt by liTing 
according to my instmctions. I often wish I had been kept 
three or four years longer, so that I could have got a better 
edacation. * * * * I hope the boys will improTe their 
pri?il^;eSy for if they don't do this, they will regret it in after 
yean. Yoors as nsnal, J. H. 
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STATE DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN, ) 

Secbetary^s Office, /• 

Lansing, February lOth^ 1873. \ 

Hon. John J. Bagley, 

Governor of the State of Michigaii : 

Sir — In compliance with law, I have the honor to submit 
herewith my Annual Abstract of the reports of the several 
Boards of County Superintendents of the Poor for the year 
ending September 30th, A. D. 1872. 

The reports are very noticeably improved over those of last 
year as to execution, accuracy, and completeness, and the 
superintendents have uniformly manifested a willingness to 
make them as full and complete as possible. Their written 
statements in a majority of cases give evidence that the busi- 
ness of caring for the poor has been committed to men of 
ability. 

The law now requires the reports to be made before the 
annual meeting of the board of supervisors; and as it is 
customary, and seems to be advisable, for the superintendents 
to wait until said meeting to get from the supervisors certain 
statistics required to be reported, I recommend that the law 
be so amended that they shall be required to make their report 
annually on or before the fifteenth day of October, for the year 
ending on the 30th day of September. What now seems to be 
a necessary violation of the law with regard to the time of 
making the report, will thereby be avoided, and the only 
valid excuse for want of promptness removed. With the like 
promptness on the part of all the superintendents Avhich 
now characterizes a part of them, the abstract could be sub- 
mitted at least a month earlier than is now possible. 

A lack of uniformity in the reports detracts considerably 



4 COUNTY SUPEBimPENDENTS OF THE POOK. 

from the value of the abstract I respectfully suggest that a 
law providing for uniform records by county superintendents 
of the poor is desirable. 

Through the courtesy of the county clerks in those counties 
where there were no superintendents of the poor, I am ena- 
bled to present information of some kind from all the organ- 
ized counties. 

For the sake of convenience, I have arranged the abstract in 
seven tables, with one exhibit marked *•' A," following Table 
III, and two schedules marked "A" and "B,** respectively. 

Very respectfully, 

DANIEL STRIKER, 

Secretary of State. 
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Three counties are omitted from the foregoing table. Emmet 
and Manitoa, because they bad no superintendents of the poor, 
and Missaukee, because the report shows that it had no poor 
who were a county charge. 

Of the fifty-seven counties represented, forty-five had poor- 
houses and farms, four had farms but no buildings, one a 
shanty used as a i)oorhouse, but no farm, and seventeen neither 
farms or poorhouses. 

The three unrepresented counties, with the seventeen before 
mentioned, make twenty counties in the State without a 
county poorhouse or form. 

One of the forty^five having poorhouses and fiurms (Antrim) 
put up the buildings within the year, and two of the four 
having farms but no buildings purchased the farms within the 
year. These were Menominee and Wexford, and Menominee 
merely bought one hundred and twenty acres on time. 

It will be noticed that the table shows for Keweenaw county 
nineteen paupers in the poorhouse with an average of ten and a 
half, nine under sixteen years of age, sixty-three persons tempor- 
arily relieved, seventeen hundred and thirty-eight dollars and 
fifty-eight cents as the cost of maintaining the {)oorhou8e, and 
nothing for temporary relief. This is as reported by the 
superintendents, although they also report that they had no 
poorhouse or farm. It is probable that the nineteen reported 
in poorhouse were regular paupers who were boarded, and that 
the amount stated as the cost of maintenance of poorhouse was 
the cost of such boarding. It is to be hoped that no such 
occasion for guessing at the meaning of a report will hereafter 
occur. 

In Gratiot and Mecosta counties the farms are rented and 
the lessees are paid a stipulated amount for maintaining and 
taking care of the paupers, in addition to the use of the farm. 
(See statements of superintendents in Schedule A.) Compar- 
ing the cost per week of the maintenance of paupers in these 
counties with that in other counties with which they may 
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fairly be compared, the plan does not seem to be any more 
economical than that of hiring a keeper at a yearly salary to 
take charge of the farm and paupers, and is objectionable on 
the ground that the lessee of the farm is pecuniarily interested 
in keying the expenses down as low as possible. 

Among the counties which maintained poorhouses, the 
counties of Hillsdale and Isabella failed to state the cost of 
such maintenance, and in consequence of this no computa- 
tion of the cost per week in these counties could be made. 

The report of the superintendents for Bay county shows the 
whole number of paupers received at the poorhouse to be sixty- 
four, and the average number maintained five and five-sixths. 
If this is correct, it shows a very remarkable fluctuation, the 
nearest approach to which is found in Marquette county. 
These counties contain a large floating population, resulting 
from the employment of large numbers of men in lumbering 
and mining operations, and from their being lake ports ; and 
this may account for the unusual difierence between the 
average and the whole number, although in other counties 
with like conditions, the difierence is not so great 

The number temporarily relieved in the counties of Hills- 
dale, Houghton, Macomb, Oakland, St. Joseph, and Washte- 
naw was not reported, although temporary relief was granted ; 
neither the amount expended for temporary relief in the coun- 
ties of Antrim, Benzie, Chippewa, Keweenaw, Montcalm, and 
Ontonagon, although the reports show persons temporarily 
relieved in each. 

The superintendents for Delta county report that they have 
no poor fund, and as a consequence the table shows nothing 
paid therefrom for that county, and for Keweenaw county the 
amount was not stated. 

The amounts appearing in column eight do not, in all cases, 
include the whole expense connected with the maintenance 
and care of the poor in the several counties, as in some, certain 
items shown by foot notes, such as salaries of superintendents 
and keepers, etc., were paid from other funds. 
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The average cost per week, for the State, of maintaining 
each pauper in the poorhonses, appears to be $2 14. Of the 
forty-four counties represented in the column showing cost 
per week, the expense in one-half was above, and in the other 
half below this amount 

The greatest cost per week appears to have been in Mar- 
quette county (•? 79), and the least in Tuscola (58c). The 
latter is undoubtedly erroneous, for the report indicates that 
the amount entered in the space of the blank designed for 
entering the '^ whole cost of maintaining the poorhouse, 
exclusive of interest on capital invested and yalue of paupers 
labor*' and from which, with the average number of paupers, is 
computed the cost per week, was paid for "merchandise^* alone. 
The large cost per week in Marquette county is no doubt 
largely due to the small average number of paupers in proper* 
tion to the wJiole number, as seen in Table I, and the small 
value of the farm products, as seen in Table VII. (See 
remarks on this subject, following Table IV.) 

The report from Wayne county states that Detroit expends 
125,000 to $30,000 in the maintenance, care, and relief of the 
poor, which is not reported to the county superintendents. 
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TABLE II. 

Showing hy counties the whole number y average number , and number under 
sixteen years of age, of the Insane, IdioUCy Blind ^ and Mutes , recei&ed 
and maintained in the County Poorhouses and Wayne and Washtenaw 
County Asylums for the Insane, with totals for the /Stote, during the year 
ending September 30th, 1872, 
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Calhoun 




Cass 




Clinton 





8 


8. 




— 






Delta* 




Eaton 


9 
6 


7. 
2.50 


— 









.... 


bl 






Qenesee _ .. . .. 




Gratiot 




1 

1 


1. 
1. 




Hillsdale 


8 
8 
1 
1 
1 

18 

10 

81 

1 


8. 

8. 

1. 

.17 

c 1. 

8.66 

8. 

21. 

1. 


— 


1 


8 
2 
1 


8. 
2. 
.25 







Hooghton 




Ingham 




Ionia 





2 


2. 




Isabella. 




Jackson.. 


2 


1 
9 

7 


.75 
9. 
7. 


5 


8 

1 
d 1 


8. 
1. 
1. 










Kalamazoo..! 


• « • * 


5 


5. 


ft 


Kent 




Keweenaw*... 

































* No poorhouse or Harm. 

• Confined in Jail. 

^ No statement as to how long in charge, 
c Probable average ; report not clear. 
<i Under sixteen years of age. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF 



TABLE IL— Continued. 





IXSAHS. 


1 
Idiotic. 


Busn. 

1 


1 

1 MUTKS. 


OUNTIES. 


• 

O 

ll 

e 

10 
6 
8 

4 
4 
2 
4 


Average No. 
Maintained. 


No. nnder 16 
years of age. 


Whole No. Re- 
ceived. 


Average No. 
Maintained. 


<0 

•go 

" • • *! 


6 

m 

O 
99 

4 

2 


Average No. 
Maintained. 


; : : No. nnder 16 
years of age. 


6 

m 

O 

oi: 

1 
1 

1 

1 


Average No. 
Maintained. 


K 

1" 


JLapeer 


6. 
10. 
5. 
8. 
2. 
1. 
1. 
4. 


8 


7 
9 


7. 
9. 


8. 
2. 


h 
1. 
1. 

.75 


1 


Lenawef^. . 




Livingston 




M^mmh 




5 


5. 


6 


1 


1. 


— 




Manlfftm 




Marqnette. 


















Midland 


— 


1 
5 

4 
1 


1. 
6. 
4. 
1. 
















Monroe 


2 

1 


2 


2. 











Montcalm 




Mosk^on 


•1 







1 
1 
1 
1 


1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 


— 









Newaygo * 




Oalrlapd 


11 
2 
6 
2 
7 
6 
8 
6 
8 
8 

88 
167 

402 


8. 

2. 

6. 

2. 

6.88 

4. 

2. 

6.17 

8. 

8. 

29.25 
80. 


— 


8 


7. 


1 




Oceana 




Ottawa. 


6 
11 


4 

8 

1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
8 
7 
18 

161 


4. 

8. 

1. 

3. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

8. 

5.88 

1.50 







Saginaw 




Sanilac 
















Shiawassee 

St. Clair 


2 


1 


1. 


— 


1 

1 
1 

1 


1. 

. 1. 

1. 

.82 


1 


St. Joseph 


1 

1 
4 

30 


8 

2 

7 

50 


8. 

2. 
2.08 


— 




Tascola 

Van Baren... 

Washtenaw 

Wayne 


— 




— 


22 






Totals.. 


270.00 


189.58 


43.88 


20.07 






1 Coanty has poorhoase bnt no farm. 
• ** For a short time." 



Forty-three counties are represented in this table. Of the 
twenty-seven unrepresented, four, Bay, Grand Traverse, Iosco, 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE POOR. 15 

and Mecosta, had poorhouses, but no inmates of either of the 
four classes comprised in the table, and twenty-three had no 
poorhouses. 

The counties of Delta and Keweenaw are represented, 
although neither has a poorhouse, for the purpose of includ- 
ing in the total two idiotic persons, confined in jail in Delta 
county during the whole year, and one insane person in charge 
in Keweenaw county, reported to have been in the poorhouse 
all the year, but who was probably taken care of in a private 
family. (See remarks on Keweenaw county report, following 
Table I.) 

It will be seen that the whole number of insane received in 
the Wayne and Washtenaw county asylums during the year 
was only eleven less than the number in charge in all the 
other counties combined. The average number maintained in 
the county asylums before mentioned does not bear so large a 
proportion to the average in the rest of the State as does the 
tohole number, owing, without doubt, chiefly to the fluctuation 
in Wayne county, shown by the small average. 

The report from Chippewa county shows twelve mutes in the 
poorhouse. This is thought to be an error, and is not shown 
in the table for the reason that the whole number of paupers 
was only nine. 



ABSTBACI or THE ASSVA.L RKPOBT8 OF 



SAoieiiig, b]/ Ctmntia, the NatumalUu* of tht Fauptrt Maintained in thi 
Coanly Poorhoutet, leith totait far the State for the year eliding Septem- 
ber 30th, isre. 



COUNTIES 


i 
1 


1 

s 


1 

.... 

.... 

B 
S 


1 


1 


ll: 


ll 




1^ 

n 




1 

1 
a 


U 


1 


AlKgrn.... 


80 

to 

8S 

IS 

w 

9 
M 

10 

K 


















'■ 


IB 1 


1 1 














































S.. . 


■ ; 
























































.... 




















































81 


a 


2 .. 


s i 


a a 


„ 










Hoogbton.. 
Ingh^n.. .__ 






















.... 


1 s 
















































11 .. . 

i-ia 1 


ll "i 


































B 




,1 













LlitnrB or vblto sod ii«gra blood. 



InclBdo four Flalandera. 
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TABLE III.— Continued. 



COUNTIES 


* 


.—Parents, one 
oreign-bom. 














• 






♦> 










• 




1 

r 




J 


: Americans 
or both Fi 


• 

■g 
1 

6 


4 
S 

1 


• 

8 

3Q 


s 

g 

o 

1 


■8 
1 


• 

p 
3 


02 


• 

a 

1 

8 


+- 

• 


• 

g 


• 

a 


■ 
CD 
V 

c 

4 


• 
OB 

1 

P 


1 

o 

n 


(0 

1 

1 

• • 


• 

o 


• 

O 


Lapeer 


81 


48 


Lenawee... 


62 
26 


4 


11 

2 


8 


2 
8 












-- 


-• 


-- 






-- 


_. 


84 


liiTingBton. 




2 


1 


« » 


.. 


.... 


85 


Macomb.... 


27 


15 


7 


12 


4 


17 


.. 


• • 


-- 


.... 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 








.. 


82 


Manistee... 




.... 


18 


8 


.. 


15 


8 


^ ^ 


•7 


.... 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 






2 


.. 


48 


Marquette.. 


5 


6 


8 


15 


1 


6 


-. 


.. 


7 


8 




.. 


.. 


.. 








.. 


66 


MeooBta 


4 
16 


.... 


8 

« a « • 












7 


2 


-- 


— 


. . 


-- 








-- 


14 


Midland... 


8 


.. 


.... 


. ^ 


^ ^ 


21 


Monroe — 


80 


5 


8 


11 




6 


8 


.. 


.. 


1 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 








.. 


6» 


Montcalm.. 


14 
9 
















1 
10 










6 








-- 


21 


Muskegon.. 


8 


2 


8 


1 


2 


_. 


. . 


4 


• • 


« s 


. . 


se 


New'aygo*- 


2 











-- 





-- 


-- 


-. 





-- 


-- 




-- 




..' 




» • 


s 


Oakland.... 


C6 





18 


24 


1 


8 


2 


.. 


-. 


6 


-- 


2 




-. 








18 


120 


Oceana 


8 


.... 


.... 


4 


•-» 


4 


1 


.- 


8 





.. 


.. 




.. 








.. 


20 


Ottawa 


81 


4 




6 


.. 


8 


.. 


.. 


.. 


4 




.. 




.. 










50 


Saginaw... 


25 


.... 




20 


5 


25 


8 


.. 


1 


16 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 






.. 


4 


106 


Sanilac. 


4 


.... 




1 


1 


8 


2 


.- 


.- 


6 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.- 


* * 




.. 




17 


Shiawassee 


80 


• • •• 


.... 


6 


.- 


1 


.. 


.- 


.. 


8 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 






.. 


.. 


40 


St. Clair.... 


16 


.... 




7 


1 


2 


1 


.. 


1 


7 


.. 


.. 


.. 


.. 






.. 


.. 


87 


St. Joseph.. 


85 


.... 




8 


2 


4 


-- 


-- 


.. 


.... 


• • 


-. 


-- 


.. 






.. 


• * 


45 


Tascola — 


16 


2 


.... 


1 


-- 


1 


-. 


.. 


• • 


• • • • 


.. 


.. 


.- 


-- 






.. 


.. 


20 


YanBuren. 


10 


.... 




5 


•• • 


4 


2 


-. 


4 


2 




.. 


• m 


.- 






•■ m 


.. 


82 


Washtenaw 


128 


.... 


29 


72 


4 


29 


5 


-. 


.- 


12 


.. 


18 


-- 


' *( 






.. 


.. 


287 


Wayne 


282 


68 


60 
209 


805 
697 


80 
71 


145 
886 


41 
76 


2 
2 


7 
87 


68 
156 


45 
72 


* • 

22 


1 

8 


6 


4 
4 


2 
9 


2 
4 


24 


989 


Totals.... 


1,504 


8,400 



* Includes all whites bom in the United States. 

t Inclades only those in whom there appears no mixture of White blood. 

t Includes all tho9e in whom there appears a mixture of white and negro blood. 

> Connty has a uoorhouse but no fitrm. 

• Indudes two Korwegians. 



18 AB8TBACT OF THE ASTSVAL BEFOKTS OF 

Id this table, odIj the forty-fire counties having poorfaonaes 
are represented. In the reports from Berrien, Branch, Eaton, 
Hillsdale, Liyingston, Mecosta, Tuscola, and Wajne discrep- 
ancies appear between the totals of the nationalities as shown 
in the foregoing table and the statements of the whole nomber 
of panpers received daring the year, as shown in Table L In 
Branch and Tuscola this may be accounted for on the ground 
that one person in each county was reported nnder the head 
^ American," also ^ American-bom, whose parents, one or both, 
were foreign-bom." It is a little strange that more of the same 
nature did not occur. In all the other cases excepting that of 
Wayne, the difference probably arises from the superintendents 
not being able to ascertain with regard to all, and failing to 
report such, as ^ unknown." In Wayne the total of the nation- 
alities is one hundred and fifty-seven greater than the whole 
number of paupers reported, and is thought to be an error. 
The following Exhibit shows the per cent of some of the more 
numerously represented nationalities included in the foregoing 
table to the total population of the same nationalities, and the 
per cent of the whole number of paupers to the total popula- 
tion of the State. 
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A. 

EXHIBIT of the Per cent of Paupers of Certain Selected MtionaliUes to 
the total Population in the State of the same NationaUtieSy respectively ^ 
and of the whole Number of Patwers in the State to the total PoptUation 
of the State for the year ending September SOthy 187S, 



NATIONALITIES. 



Americans 1 

Enelieh 

Irish 

Gennans 

Scotch 

Negroes* 

Mnlattoess 

French 

Swedes 

Canadians 

All in the State 



Total Pop- 
ulation. • 


No. of 
Panpers.b 


916,049 


1,604 


86,047 


209 


42,018 


697 


64,148 


886 


8,S52 


71 


6,621 


/ 72 


6,228 


23 


8,120 


76 


2,406 


81 


86.186 


166 


1,184,059 


d 8,800 



PerCenta 

.16 

.60 

1.66 

.60 

.88 

1.80^ 

.96 

2.48 

8.86 

.18 

.27 



a Taken from the published Censas of the United States for 1870. 

* Taken from the foregoing table. 

« Computed in the Secretary of Staters office. 
A As stated by the Superintendents. Table I. 
>.A11 whites bom in the United States. 

* All Negroes In whom there appears no trace of white blood, 
t All in whom there appears a mixture of white and Negro. 
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ABSTRACT OP THE AKKUAL BBP0BT8 OF 



TABLE IV. 

Bkmaing by CaunUm, the Amount paid for the TrantportaUim af ikt 
eaoduMit^ Annual ojmenm of maintaining the Boorhmun^ » far <u 
eapUal invetted t» Farm and Appurtenances, vfiih Ibtate for each 
the Stale, for the fear ending September SO, 1812, 



COUNTIES. 



AIlegftB 

Alpena > 

Antrim* 

Barry 

Bay 

Benzie * 

Berrien...... 

Branch 

Calhonn 

Cass 

Chippewa » 

Clare* 

Clinton 

i_ 

Eaton 

Genesee 

Grand Traverse... 

Gratiot 

Hillsdale 



1 
2 
8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
18 

lil Delta 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 



TSAHSPORTATtOH 



a 



$182 89 



19 00 
43 00 



249 00 

500 

88 85 

80 00 



80 00 



28 80 



80 00 



a 
o 



|1«4 60 
85 00 



47 00 

214 00 

10 00 

824 59 

78 64 

28122 

40 00 

10 00 

16 50 



179 61 



285 00 



IS 

5b 



|81 45 



82 00 
26 75 



«^6 00 



700 
120 00 



Expnas of ILAixTAiHDrG 






it 



1700 00 



850 00 
•400 00 



800 00 
600 00 
800 00 



600 00 



600 00 



850 00 



1.000 00 



o 
o 



f 

< 



1128 25 



•2 

t 

A* 

o 
o 



m 

o 
»« 



a 



82 00 



155 60 

60 00 

105 00 

150 00 



158 25 



54 75 
200 00 
65 70 
o 

90 00 



$81 OS 
76154 



067 60 



d 
259 80 



$206 9$ 



282 85 



615 40 
d 

23 81 

e 

650 00 



' No poorbouse or farm. 

3 PoorhoQge just erected, bnt has not been occipied. 

• Paid from connty contingent fund. 

o Report does not state to what Asylum. 

• " We keep no separate record." 

• Inclnded in the amount paid to keeper. See statement of the Superintendents* 
Schedule A. 
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TABLE IV. 

Indigent Inaaney other Paupers and Poor Persona ; the several Items of 
reported by the Superintendents^ including interest at seten per cent on 
County; and the Estimated Value of the Paupers* labor ; with Totals for 



THB PooBHOVSES, ITEMIZED. {Atinuol ExpetisB WhoHj/.) 



m 

& 

«s 


•2 

1 

O 

a 
O 


t 

s 

u 
o 

a 


i 

Hi 

1 

09 


• 

m 

s 

1 

s 


Sundry Supplies not 
before Enumerated. 


Interest on Capital In- 
vented, at seven per 
cent.* 


Totals.t 


Estimated Value of 
Pauperis labor. 








$246 90 


$82 88 


$62 00 




$996 16 


$2,166 18 




1 










2 




















8 






146 00 
288 46 


9 00 


82 00 
b449 76 




620 80 
620 94 


1,170 88 
2,672 62 


$100 00 


4 








5 










A 










60 00 

80 00 

17S&0 




1,629 26 
1,208 27 
1,296 10 
2,066 00 


2,684 76 
2,109 27 
4,010 48 
2,ei6 00 


200 00 


T 






221 00 
716 12 


76 86 




8 








260 00 
200 00 


9 








10 















11 
13 














749 56 


1,607 81 




18 
















14 






710 00 
d 

99 44 


d 
24 18 

e 


94 00 
d 

120 62 

• 




708 50 
788 90 
479 60 


2,677 66 

988 90 

1,466 71 


800 00 


16 


d 


d 

89 21 

e 




16 








17 


e 






18 








1,879 86 


8,019 86 


800 00 


19 

















* Compared on the county totals in Table VII. 
t Extensions of the eleven preccdlog columns. 
For the whole county. 
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ABSTBACT OF THE ASlSVAh REPOKI8 OF 



TABLE IV-— CJosTiKUED. 



1 

s 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

90 

81 

22 

28 

84 





Tbapspobtatios 
ExRMsa. 






B vr Mararamaa 


couiniKs. 


1 

c s 

II 

9 a 


Of Poor Portons to 
their firipnds. 


Of Insane to and fh)m 
Asylam at Kalamaaoo. 


1 

• 

1 

* 

t 


c 

< 

n 


1 

1 

i i 

t 

&• 

o 


1 
1 

M 
C 

O 

o 


HonghUm 

Huron • . 


120 00 


1298 80 

800 

S5 90 

65 00 

18 00 




1840 00 


(600 00 




• 
12,79109 






loftaam 


790 
82 60 
16 00 

* 10 00 
91 60 

• 220 80 

69 60 




1,000 00 
600 00 
291 66 
625 00 
787 60 
750 00 
949 99 


120 00 
44 50 






lonU 

loaco 


$80 00 


87 47 


Isabella 


88 85 
190 00 
156 60 
200 00 


« 755 10 
815 76 




(Tackaon 


889 65 




1C8 00 






Kent 


81 60 

600 

52 50 

423 28 


$84 90 
45 00 


1,88189 


S844 45 


Lake* 




Lapeer 


10 00 


660 00 
1,900 00 
250 00 
600 00 
600 00 
484 05 


148 56 
175 00 

149 00 
125 00 
413 75 

150 00 


700 00 


675 09 


Lenawee...... 




Liringston 

Macomh 


70 00 
81 25 

c 172 81 
61 65 

24 00 

25 00 

28 28 


400 00 
1,479 00 
648 10 
a%5 22 
674 17 


250 00 




•>8615 


494 82 


Manistee.......... 


480 00 


Marquette ^. 

Mecosta 

Menominee 2 


148 00 
110 00 
117 00 
100 00 
124 55 
104 50 
24105 
66 00 




90 50 
25 00 


Midland 


82 60 


850 00 
500 00 
650 00 

557 9S 


75 00 
48 25 
75 00 
99 90 


606 78 
786 65 
200 00 
882 88 


125 00 


Monroe 


60117 


Montcalm 


50 00 


Mnskciron . . . i 


54 15 

8 00 

57 20 


64 50 


Newaygo s 

Oakland 






400 00 


178 00 


882 41 


458 90 











• No poorhouse or farm. 

> County has a farm, but no poorhouse. 

• County has a poorhouse, but no farm. 

• Includes expense of food, 
b "Cannot tell." 

• Includes the amount paid for clothing, hay, grain, etc. 

• Inclndea all expenses of transportation. 

K Includes $4 08 paid for wool -carding, and |94 81 for boots and shoes. 

ti To and fh>m asylum at Detroit. 

J Keeper ia given the use of form, and $8 60 per week for each paiper. 
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TABLE IV.— CONTIKUKD. 



PooimouasB, Itemized. {Annual Expente Whollj/.) 



P4 



& 



I 

a 






S89 97 



MM 

o 

Xi 

0S 

1^ 



$409 41 



OS 



n 

« 

P 
& 









03 



f^ 



p'S 



J. *^ 

M ft 

Is 

o * 



S'8* 

^ ?> 13 



$501 55 



w 

o 



$5,182 02 



?5 



-s 



00 ft. 



1 

9 
8 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

15 

1« 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

28 

24 



16 80 



45 00 



210 00 

89 50 

d 176 25 

846 00 
d 616 60 

140 40 



$($20 



$99 00 
12 00 



60 00 



25 50 



72 50 

f 210 40 

86 00 



528 60 
1,284 09 
252 70 
442 47 
1,187 18 
1,476 02 
1,148 00 



1,648 60 
2,888 79 
688 88 
1,987 07 
8,506 94 
8,208 62 
4,225 78 



:$100 00 
120 00 



200 00 
800 00 



13 00 
115 00 

75 00 



85 00 



86 00 



86 25 



75 00 



60 00 

42 19 

140 00 

47 64 



446 84 

100 00 

110 00 

76 75 



107 00 

100 55 

65 00 

17 50 



68 67 

16 00 

50 00 

119 50 

500 



$195 62 



722 75 

2,626 00 

1,254 40 

1,640 99 

686 00 

925 40 

283 80 



8,088 56 
8,800 00 
2,826 41 
4,584 05 
2,859 10 
8,250 83 
1,187 67 



240 00 
100 00 
200 00 
780 00 
160 00 
50 00 
100 00 



480 75 

8100 00 

150 00 

47 99 



100 00 



280 00 
88 45 



462 07 
594 80 
204 00 
112 67 



75 00 
120 00 
109 50 

18 61 



50 00 
14 00 
17 00 



k 102 65 



848 00 

1,348 98 

686 70 

899 91 



2,466 55 
4,689 85 
2,419 29 
1,887 49 



800 00 



220 02 



88 80 



2,299 57 



4,516 70 



200 00 



* Coropated on the county totals in Table VII. 

t Extensions of the eleven preceding colnmns. 

f For the whole conntv. 

<■ Inclndes cost of seed. 

1 For ftiel. 

k Includes $45 paid for three yearns insurance on buildings. 
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AB8TBACT OF THB^AJTNUAL BEFOBT8 OF 



TABLE IV.— COKTIN^ED. 



1 

s 
s 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 



COUNTIES. 



Oeeana 

Oicaola 1 

Ottawa 

Saginaw 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft ^. 
Shiawassee.. 

St Clair 

St. Joseph... 

Tascola 

Van Baren... 
Washtenaw.. 
Wayne 



Totals. 



Tbahsfobtatioh 
ezfbnsbb. 



a 



•a 
o ' 

(B 

o S 

Pi o 



$108 75 

150 00 

7 00 



760 
19 00 
58 00 

188 ao 

15 00 

« 4545 

1 1,100 00 



a 
o 

£•5 

5« 






$44 65 

10 00 



800 60 

13 00 

8 00 

29 85 

150 00 
81 60 



0^ 
« as 

2« 

O at 

§1 

^^ CD 



$44 18 



44 75 



b60 00 



74 75 



849 75 



$8,850 88 



$4,880 44 



10 00 



65 00 



168848 



Ezporn or MAisTAimire 



OQ 

a 



$500 00 



o 

V 

a 

m 
•o 
a 

V 



s 



$98 65 



825 00 
500 00 
565 00 



750 00 
e £50 00 
700 00 
485 00 
800 00 
500 00 
£2^418 00 



148 04 

715 62 

82 18 



u 

£ 

•d 

o 
o 



$692 84 



•3 
J3 



00 

o 



51 00 

58 08 

80 00 

1C4 50 

216 88 

25 00 

750 00 



$25,88818 



$6,45661 



688 75 

2,200 00 

298 69 



200 00 



500 00 
290 80 



10,818 60 



$27,28641 



$150 00 



460 25 
652 87 

98 81 



46180 



150 OO 
485 75 



2,28100 



$12,866ST 



> No pnorhon^e or farm. 

• Of this amount $165 was on last year's salary. 

*> Includes $15 for transportatlou to and from ** State Retreat," Detroit, 
e For five months. 

• Includes $8 for transportation to and fi'om county asylum. 
t Includes transportation to and from county asylum. 

■K Includes $600 paid to keeper at Asylum, and $1,012 to baker and assistants. 
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TABLE IV.— Continued. 



TBS PoosHousEs, Itehized. (AniiucU Expense Wholly). 



CD 

•s 

t 

a 
A, 



76 98 



v 

OB 

OS 
a 



20 40 



$22 00 



n 

O 



196 25 



$290 24 

72 52 

289 76 



'a 






23 00 



$87 00 

■82 80 

89 78 



OB 
O 

n 

a 

& 

l-H 
g 

o 

a 





115 00 



$5 00 

215 00 

89 42 



H 

|i 



$664 66 



185 41 



CO V 

2« 



tt 90 a 
q ► o 



467 26 



$1,259 07 
700 00 
647 22 



s 

o 



2,886 83 



$4,411 01 
6,088 81 
2,191 17 



o 

Sol 



60 00 



$150 00 






1 

3 
8 

A 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

IS 

18 



80 00 



d 188 50 



$120 00 



150 00 



850 00 

758 21 

1,475 12 

595 11 



27 75 
71 17 



25 00 
118 25 



140 29 



$1,88447 



$1,04476 



$10,60494 



$1,84811 



825 00 



$2,878 n 



999 17 



585 19 

804 50 

689 88 

888 75 

1,207 05 

2,210 16 

4,826 00 



2,077 49 
746 08 
1,419 88 
2,746 00 
8,987 11 
4,210 28 
22,^07 



60 00 



200 00 



150 00 
200 00 
760 87 



$1,901 89 



$46,092 80 



$187,981 77 



$6,700 87 



* Computed on the county totals in Table VIT. 
t BxteDsiooB of the eleyen preceding columns. 

* For the whole connty. 
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The counties of Alcona, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Emmet, 
Kalkaska, Keweenaw, Leelanaw, Mackinac, Manitou, Mason, 
Missaukee, Ontonagon, Presque Isle, and Wexford, fourteen in 
number, are omitted from the foregoing table for the reason 
that they either had no poorhouse or no transportation expenses 
during the year. 

Fifby-six counties are represented, of which thirteen merely 
show transportation expenses ; nine of the thirteen, as will be 
seen by the foot-notes, were without poorhouse or farm. One 
had a farm and new buildings which had not been occupied. 
In one, Oratiot, the farm was let and the lessee was paid a 
stipulated amount in addition to the use of the farm, he furn- 
ishing everything (see Schedule A); one l^ad a farm without 
buildings, and one, Newaygo, a small shanty, without farm, in 
which two persons kept house ; these appear to have been the 
only regular paupers in Newaygo county. None of the items 
of the annual expense of maintaining them was reported, but 
the gross amount can be found in Table I. In some other 
cases most of the items of the annual expense^lof maintaining 
the poorhouses were omitted without explanation. 

In eighteen counties having poorhouses and farms, no value 
was placed on the paupers' labor ; some of them, as Allegan 
and Genesee, being old and populous counties with an average 
number of paupers eqnal to other counties which estimate the 
value of their paupers' labor at from one to seven hundred 
dollars, and in Isabella county, with a farm comparatively well 
stocked, as shown by the estimated value of live stock and 
farming implements in Table VII., no value is placed on the 
products of the farm. 

The report from Keweenaw county shows $39 50 expended 
in transporting paupers to and from the poorhouse, $i40 for 
medical attendance at poorhouse, and $aJ88 for clothing at 
poorhouse, but as the county had no poor-farm or buildings, 
the items are omitted from the table. It may be that these' 
expenses were for regular paupers who were boarded, (see 
remarks following Table I), but the report is so contradictory 
that it is impossible to tell with any certainty what is meant. 
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TABLE V. 

Showing^ by Counties, the AmounU paid to Superintendents of the Poor, 
Supervisors, Justices of the Peace, Directors of the Poor; for Funeral 
Expenses and Medicai Attendant outside the Poorhouses, and for the 
Support and Care of Indigent Insane Persons at the State Asylum at 
Kalamaeoo; with totals for the Staie,for the year ending Sept. SOth, 1872. 



COUNTIES. 


To Superintendents 
of the Poor. 


• 

& 

o 

on 

! 

n 
O 


To Justices of the 
Peace. 


To Directors of the 
Poor. 


Funeral Expenses 
outside the Poor- 
houaes. 


Medical Attendance 
outside the Poor- 
houses. 


Support of Insane 
at Asylum at Kal- 
amazoo. 


Alcona > 


$102 00 

450 00 

860 00 

85 00 

805 00 

• 50000 

294 00 

178 82 

250 00 

784 00 

200 00 

15 00 

78 00 










$103 00 
849 05 
515 00 
105 00 
225 75 
b 726 00 
265 00 

2,189 92 

66 00 

638 98 

100 00 




Allegan 

Alpena 1 

Antrim •_... 


$184 92 














$100 00 












Barry 

Bay 


8 00 


















Benzitt * 












Berrien . . 






$187 85 


114 46 


• 


Branch. .. . 


142 18 

49 18 

820 00 






Calhoun 








$1,689 15 


Cass 










Charlevoix > 










Cheboygan ^ 
Chippewa i . 
Clare > 


















CO 00 


46 50 


279 00 

9 15 

271 15 

2U0 00 

99 50 
606 80 

92 40 




20 00 

106 60 

59 00 

450 00 

c 450 00 








Clinton 


19 10 










Delta >... 




25 00 


51 00 




Eaton 


48 76 
286 85 






Qenesee. 








d 1,812 06 


Q, Traycrse. 

























^ No poor house or form. 

s Poorhouse just erected, but has not been occupied. 
• From contingent ftiiid. 

^ Includes amount paid for services at poorhouse. Paid f^om contingent ftind. 
e Not flrdm poor fund. 

4 $528 79 additional paid for support of insane outside of poorhouse, and not 
at Asylum. 



28 



ABSTRACT OF THE AKNUAL BEPOBTS OF 



TABLE v.— Continued. 



COUNTIES 


To SuperiDtendents 
of the Poor. 


• 

e 

o 

QEI 
t 

a 
09 

o 


To Justices of the 
Peace. 


To Directors of the 
Poor. 


Funeral Expenses 
outside the Poor- 
houses. 


Medical Attendauce 
outside the Poor- 
houses. 

• 


pa 

Ids 

OQ 


(Iratiot . 




1 tt 00 
20 00 








$184 04 

209 00 

89 45 




Hillsdale 


• $210 00 
700 00 

75 60 
246 95 
208 70 

29 00 
108 00 
446 50 
600 00 
500 
490 00 
188 50 
550 00 
150 00 
600 00 

18 00 

40 00 
185 00 
880 UO 
1,200 00 
269 62 
228 00 
170 00 
400 00 
600 
280 00 
800 00 










Houghton... 
Huron * . . 




















logham 


79 25 
16 10 








801 66 
250 00 
b 120 00 
101 75 
874 00 
425 88 






$16 00 







Tosco 






Isabella 


57 50 

600 

16 50 










Jackson 










Kalamazoo . 










Kalkaska 1.. 










Kent ----. 


19 80 






$158 00 


268 89 
68 00 

846 00 

47 10 

1,688 80 

504 50 




Lake * 








Lapeer 

T.eelanaw * . 


40 00 


$700 












$206 es 


Ti Ana wee 


624 07 
27 60 








Livingston.. 
Mackinac*.- 


















Macomb 


151 80 








1,077 40 




Manistee ... 










Marquette.. 
Mason • . 










478 80 

198 05 

269 00 

* 80000 

198 84 














Meeosta 


257 65 


15 00 








Menominee ' 








Midland 


112 67 










Missaukee *. 






• 




Monroe 


26 00 








468 74 
48400 




Montcalm... 























1 No poorhouse or fkrm. 

t County has a farm, bat no pooi bouse. 

s No poor, no poorbouse, no farm. 

• Not fh>m poor Aind. 

b Indudea amount paid for seiricoa at poorhouse. Paid fh>m contingent ftind. 
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TABLE v.— Continued. 



COUNTIES. 

• 


To Sapertntendents 
of the Poor. 


* 

To Supervisors. 


To Jastices of the 
Peace. 


To Directors of the 
Poor. 


* 2 
o o 

§.^ 
•52 8 

a B o 
a o.a 


Medical Attendance 
outside the Poor- 
houses. 


Support of Insane 
at Asy^iim at Kal- 
amazoo. 


Huakegon.. 


$1,150 00 
175 00 
256 00 
157 50 

e 

140 00 
88195 


$28 00 


• 






$1,211 57 

• 100 00 

b 

296 62 
c 

860 58 

585 28 

240 65 

51 22 

85 50 
258 46 
479 88 
588 65 

1,066 75 
1,249 17 
1,902 28 

86 94 




Newaygo ».. 
Oakland .... 










484 04 










Ocenna 










Ontonagon > 












Osceola * 








$112 88 


• 


Ottawa. 


27 T5 

7 05 
1 75 








Saginaw.... 










Sanilac 


<i 890 00 

120 00 

89 81 






* 




Schoolcraft 3 






00 




Shiawassee . 


60 82 
110 80 


■ 






St. Clair . 


$817 00 








St. Joseph.. 
Tuscola 


526 00 
822 85 
856 75 
120 00 
1,428 01 
40 00 








29 00 

51 00 

250 05 










YanBoren.. 






........ 




Waahtenaw. 










Wayne 


185 00 


•$1,225 46 






Wexford*.. 




















Totals 


$18,258 96 


$8,424 68 


$1,024 00 


$1,504 81 


$591 79 


$24,008 66 


$8,709 88 



1 County has a poorhonse, but no farm. 

• County has a farm, bat no poorhouse. 
s No poor-house or farm. 

• Includes expense of medical attendance at poorhouse. County pays salary 

of $100. 
i> No atatement in report, 
e *' Matters pertaining to the poor not properly organized.^* See statement of 

superintendents. Schedule A. 
<> Not f^om pour ftind. 

• Includes amount paid to snpervisora. 

Only four counties are unrepresented in this table, viz : 
Emmet^ Keweenaw^ Manitou^ and Presque Isle. Emmet and 
Manitou had no Superintendents of the Poor, and no poor 
expenses of any kind were reported, and the reports from 
Keweenaw and Presque Isle show no expenses of the kinds 
comprised in this table. 
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TABLE VI. 

Showing by Counties the amounts eamended in the purchase of County Poor 
F(firms; in the erection of New JBuildings, for uepairs of BuHdinps^ for 
Stocky Tools, Furniture, and Improvements on such farm>s, with Totals 
for the State, for the year ending September SOth, 1872, 



• 
COUKTIBS. 


In the Purchase 
of Farms. 


In the Erection 
of New Build- 
ings. 


For Repairs of 
BuUdlngs. 


• 

• 

M 

u 
O 


• 

m 

s 

o 


• 

1 
a 

u 

o 


o 


Allegan .. 






$129 98 










Antrim * .. 




• $^00 00 










Barry 








$107 00 
68 00 
20 00 


$26 09 

60 85 

120 00 


b$89 00 


Bay 






11 52 


$85 00 

25 00 

100 00 




Berrien _. . 








Branch - 




e 960 00 

• 2,685 00 

» 200 00 

098 92 

2,814 11 

74 72 

b 2,000 00 


689 80 
d 




Calhoun... 


111 90 
d 


168 22 

d 

f 

49 00 
s 

12 00 
20 00 

169 49 


»••'.. .vL.* 


Cass 


d 




Clinton... 






Eaton 




840 00 


119 50 

100 

50 00 

151 00 




Genesee 




« 




Gratiot ... 




Hillsdale. 










Houghton 
Ingham... 


119 22 


76 00 








i 804 68 


Ionia. .... 




J 6,000 00 




150 00 


200 00 
6 75 


78 20 
69 56 




Iosco 




88 98 




Isabella... 




600 00 






Jackson... 


1,000 00 

490 88 

28 &( 

25 00 

100 00 


48 00 




218 10 
91 70 




Kalamazoo 




k l-,700 00 

1,000 00 

800 00 


108 00 




Kent 








Lapeer.... 






25 00 
60 00 


80 00 
100 00 




Lenawee .. 


50 00 











> Poorhouse Just erected, but has not 
been occupied. 

• For a poorhouse. 

^» For a well. 

« From building fund. 

«For repairs, stock, tools, and furni- 
ture, $151. 



«For ** completing" buildings. 

'•* But little." 

ff No separale record kept. 

h Not from poor ftind. 

i For ditching and tiling. 

J Bsiimated. 

kForajiowbam. 
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TABLE VI.— Continued. 



COUKTIBS. 


In the Porchase 
of Farms. 


§2 

O.S 


For Repairs of 
Baildings. 


• 

o 

■*•> 

OD 

u, 

O 
1^ 


■9 

"o 

o 
Eh 

hi 

o 


• 

' p 
"3 

a 
o 


o 


Jj iTlngstoo 






$25 00 

288 61 

75 00 

852 42 


$125 00 
287 00 


$25 00 

19 00 

80 00 

5 60 


$55 55 




Macomb.. 


$1,880 00 






Manistee . 


$568 94 


150 00 

854 67 

4 25 




Marquette 
Mecosta . . 








8,068 57 


685 89 

1,205 o: 






Midland.. 


685 57 
750 00 
400 00 




50 00 




Monroe . . 


40 00 
200 00 


76 70 
500 




Montcalm 


1,600 00 


85 00 


/ 


Mnskegon 




« $75 00 


Oakland .. 






1,566 88 
20 00 
180 00 
182 20 
55 27 
180 00 
271 19 
162 78 


160 50 
2 00 

200 00 
82 00 
10 00 


328 86 

125 00 

268 00 

150 00 

18 40 

87 65 

150 00 

40 00 

78 00 

111 15 

85 00 

108 89 


848 48 
17 50 
25 00 

159 57 
11 00 
20 DO 
50 00 
8 75 
70 00 
45 58 

208 50 

919 91 


Oceana . . . 






b 254 00 


Ottawa. .. 








Saginaw .. 




875 00 




Sanilac . . . 


e 65 00 


Shiawassee 




<i 92 82 
836 88 




St. Clair.. 


1,050 00 


898 00 




St. Joseph 




Tnscola... 




• 2,500 00 






Van Baren 




500 00 




WashtenV 






69 78 
8,802 56 




Wayne 






1,400 00 




Wexford > 


320 00 




















Totals .. 


$11,818 57 


$27,541 85 


$11,045 88 


$4,22d60 


$2,628 20 


$8,782 08 


$1,280 68 



> Count}' has a farm bat no poorhoase. 

• For clearing land. 

b For a well and fence. 

e For a new fence. 

< For a *' stone smoke and ash house.** 

• ** $2,500 expended for county house is not a poor fund, properly speaking, but was 

money tnat the county had on hand from the accumulations at Lansing.** 

Twenty-five counties are not represented in this table. Of 
these, twenty-one had no farms ; one, Grand Traverse, had a 
farm and poorhouse, and three. Mason, Menominee, and 
Ontonagon, had farms, but neither of. the .four reported 
expenditures of the kind comprised in this table. 
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SCHEDULE A. 

Sfidoing the statements of the superintendents in relation to the condition ef 
the poorhauses and other buildings, the facilities for bathing^ toarminff, 
and ventilation , the treatment, food, and clothing of the paupers, the care 
of the sick, the accommodations for and treatment ofths insane and idiotic^ 
and the education of the children. 

AlcoTia — [No poorhouse or farm.] 

Allegan — Bnilding of wood, nearly new, rooms high, 
paintedy situated on a slight elevation with grove of trees in 
firont yard, which is clean and covered with grass ; a well of 
good water; two cisterns; ont-houses, cleaned often; bams 
and sheds ordinary. Large wooden tubs for bathing. Furnace 
for wanning main building; in the wing, cook and parlor 
stoves. For ventilation, windows raise and drop; transom sash 
doors into hall, and ventilators. In the treatment, no corpo- 
ral punishment ; when disobedient, placed in a cell and kept 
on bread and water until a disposition is manifested to 
obey their keeper; required to wash their persons often; 
their face and hands before going to breakfast ana other 
meals when necessary. For food, pork, beef, mutton, wheat 
bread (graham and white), vegetables and firuit ; usual way of 
cooking. Flannel and cotton underclothing, mostly made at 
the poorhouse ; coats, pants, and vests usually bought ready 
made ; all wool for winter ; for summer, jeans and colored 
twilled cotton. The sick are under the care of experienced 
nurses who give their medicines under the direction of the 
medical attendant, and cheerfully prepare such food as they 
may relish; medical attendants called when deemed neces- 
sary, by either superintendents or keeper of the poorhouse. 
Accommodations for and treatment of the insane and idiotic 
are : outdoor exercise in good weather, a clean cell well venti- 
lated for nights and bad weather. The badly idiotic have a 
comfortable room in an old outside building, with a yard for 

Note.— The statements are given in the langoage of the saperlntendents, as a eeo- 
eral rale. 
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outdoor exercise. The children are sent to a district school 
near by. 

The nationality of the paupers may not be entirely correct ; 
also the amount paid to superintendents of the poor ; the 
keeper of the poorhouse furnishes two female assistants at 
his own expense; the pauper labor is all guess-work; the 
nmount of food and clothing is included in the bills for poor- 
house. 

Alpena — 'No poorhouse. The treatment of the poor is 
good ; they are maintained mostly at private boarding-houses, 
and are well attended to ; we pay for their maintenance by 
the week. It is the opinion of the present board of superin- 
tendents that the county would profit by the erection of a poor- 
house. The sick have their choice of medical attendants and 
usually of their boarding-house, and are every way well treated. 

Antrim — There has been a house erected on the poor-farm 
of this county this last year, but have not put in a keeper for 
said house yet 

Barry — Condition of buildings same as last year — tolerably 
good. The facilities for bathing are tubs, pails, etc. ; the 
warming of buildings is by stoves. Ventilated same as ordinary 
dwellings. Treatment kind ; meals twice to three times a day. 
Their fpod is meats, and such other food as is usually used in 
families of moderate circumstances ; tea twice a day. Clothing 
substantial and warm. The care of the sick is by overseer's 
family, and such paupers as are fitted for it, and other help if 
necessary. No special arrangements for the insane and idiotic 
and no extra treatment. Children educated at district school. 

Bay, — Condition of buildings good. The facilities for 
bathing are : water, tubs, and pails are furnished, and inmates 
can bathe as often as they desire. Buildings are warmed with 
stoves and kept comfortable. Ventilation by doors and win- 
dows as in ordinary dwellings. The paupers are treated well 
in every respect and made as comfortable as paupers can be. 
Food, good ordinary farm fare ; meals three times a day during 
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gammer and twice a day daring winter. Clothing, comforta- 
ble* A good coanty physician is employed who attends all 
the sick at the poorhonse, as well as those ontside who have to 
employ medical attendance at coanty expense. Accommoda- 
tions for the insane and idiotic and their treatment, none. 
For the edncation of the children, a good district school near 
the poorhonse. 

The sapeiintendents of the poor, county physician, and 
keeper of the poor farm, are paid oat of the coanty contin- 
gent fand. 

Benzie. — [No poorhoase or farm.] 

Berrien — Condition of baildings,good. Facilities for bathing, 
fair. Warming of buildings, by steam. Ventilation of build- 
ings, good. Treatment of paupers, good. Food, wholesome. 
Clothing, good. Care of the sick, as good as circumstances will 
permit. The insane and idiotic are made as comfortable as 
can be, but not as well as desired. Education of children, 
district school. 

Branch — The general condition of the poorhouse is good ; 
also the barns and out-buildings. No especial facilities for 
bathing. Buildings warmed by stoves. Ventilation, by raising 
and letting down the windows from the top. Paupers all kindly 
treated; no whipping allowed. Food, white and brown bread, 
beef, fresh and corned, pork, mutton, fowls, butter, potatoes, 
turnips, cabbage, beans, corn pudding, and other varieties, and 
in short, everything that you would find on a comfortable farm- 
er's table ; tea, coflfee, etc. Clothing, woolen of a good quality in 
the winter, and in warm weather such as is deemed to be com- 
fortable ; males have boots and females good shoes. Have no 
special hospital for the sick, but they are well cared for. We 
have cells for the insane ; idiotic are in common with the 
inmates. Children sent to a good district school near the 
poorhouse. 

We cannot give the value of hay, grain, food, and clothing, 
in consequence of having recently employed another keeper of 



COUNTY SUPERINTBNDBKT8 OF THE POOB. 39 

the poorhouse, the former keeper having left town. We have 
paid to the county treasarer from products sold from the 
county farm the last year, the sum of $660 00. 

Calhoun — The poorhouse is of wood ; the main building is 
two stories high, 100 by 36 feet; has been built several years; 
is in good repair and condition, having two wings nearly new, 
.^— one 21 by 35 feet, two stories high, built the last year, the 
other one story high, 21 by 23 feet, finished and used expressly 
for the insane, having high airy cells with iron doors and 
bedsteads ; the other buildings, are, a large commodious bam, 
frame building for hog-pens, with storage in upper part, and 
fihed for tools and utensils. No special provision for bathing; 
a vacant cell in the insane quarter is used as a bathing room, 
with tubs for the inmates of that department, in which they 
are required to bathe once a week, and as much oftener as cir- 
cumstances require ; measures are in progress to fit up a room 
with suitable furniture for bathing purposes. Buildings well 
warmed by furnaces heated with wood. The portions of the 
house occupied by the paupers, are well ventilated by means of 
flues in connection with the furnaces, built for the purpose, 
which keep the air pure and wholesome. The paupers are 
treated kindly ; no punishment is inflicted, more than to con- 
fine them in their rooms, in case of insubordination, for a 
short time; harsh treatment is not allowed, nor is it necessary; 
the worst cases soon yield to firm but mild treatment ; those 
who are able are required to labor according to their strength 
and condition, which they generally do willingly. Pood con- 
sists of wheat and corn bread, pork, mutton, fresh and corned 
beef, salt fish, pudding, milk ; butter and tea when necessary, 
especially to the sick and old ; vegetables of all kinds usually 
raised in the field and garden. Clothing is plain and substan- 
tial, being warm and comfortable in winter and suitable to the 
season in summer. The sick have good medical care and 
attention by a competent physician employed by the year, 
and good nursing by the matron and help in the house ; par-^ 
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ticnlar attention is paid to their comfort in the way of saiU 
able diet. The accommodations for the insane are as good as 
can be made in a honse of the kind and size ; they are so 
comfortable, and the treatment of the inmates so kind and 
jadicions, that several have been restored, and some of them 
bad cases of long standing ; those who can safely go ont of 
their cells are permitted to do so, and to take such exercise in 
light work or otherwise as they choose, having some one to 
look after them. Such of the children as could be taught to 
advantage, have been sent to the school, during the summer^ 
kept in the district in which the poorhouse is situated. The 
board of supervisors for the last two years have been quite lib- 
eral in their appropriations for the support of the poor, and in 
providing means for the improvement of buildings and comfort 
of the inmates, still we could use more to advantage. 

Cass — Condition of buildings good, except out-bnildings. 
Facilities for bathing not completed. Warming of buildings by 
stoves. Ventilation, by raising and lowering window sash. 
Treatment of paupers mild ; mostly moral suasion. Food sub- 
stantial—bread, meats, vegetables, tea once a day, butter ; the 
sick are provided for according to their wants. Good warm 
clothing. Care of the sick : A physician employed by the year; 
all suitable attendance provided. For the insane and idiotic 
a separate building from the poorhouse, warmed by furnace ; 
no system of treatment established. Education of the children 
heretofore in the district school, but rooms have been provided 
and school will be taught in the building. 

Our poorhouse being just completed, a regular system has 
not yet been adopted, so that many of the answers are made 
only from estimates ; we have been unable to get at the exact 
different items of expense. 

CharUvoix — We have no poorhouse and only one superin- 
tendent. 

Cheboygan — N"o poorhouse [or farm] in this county. 

Chippewa — We have no poorhouse ; our whole business is 
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done by jobbing out our poor. Seventy per cent of our 
expenditure is upon paupers brought here by the contractors 
of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal improvement. Eegular paupers 
for the year, nine. 

Glare — [No poorhouse or farmj. 

Clinton — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings good. [No statement as to facilities for bathing.] 
Made comfortable by stoves. Ventilation by windows and 
doors. Treatment of paupers kind and humane. Good whole- 
some food and plenty of it. Comfortably clothed in good 
strong clothing. Sick, well cared for. Accommodations for 
insane, not good. The children who have intelligence enough 
to learn attend the district school. 

Delta — Have no poorhouse ; paupers are put into different 
boarding places; sometimes have to put them into county jail 
for accommodation. Facilities for bathing, none at all. Treat- 
ment of paupers good ; good substantial food. Clothing what 
is necessary. The sick have the best of care. Accommodations 
for the insane and idiotic, county jail; treatment, good. 

No poor fund in this county; paupers, when they apply, are 
put in different houses to be taken care of, where we have to pay 
from four to eight dollars per week. The county board is 
paying and auditing the bills for expenses of county paupers ; 
therefore we have no knowledge of what the expenses are per' 
year. We need some reform in relation to paupers. 

Baton — Building very deficient ; hope for an appropriation 
therefor. Facilities for bathing, none except tubs in rooms. 
Sleeping rooms heated by furnace, balance by stoves. Ventila- 
tion of buildings might be improved. Paupers treated accord- 
ing to condition, but all with humanity; no punishments 
allowed except in extreme cases. Food, good nice bread 
baked on the farm ; meat twice a day ; generally beans and 
plenty of vegetables, such as potatoes, cabbage and turnips, 
using all the fruit raised on the farm; milk once a day, if 
desired. Clothing, -comfortable. Care of the sick, by overseer's 

6 
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family. Accommodations for the insane and their fcreatmen; 
yery poor ; consequently we are obliged to keep some at Kala« 
mazoOy becaase there is no sufficient and safe place for their 
care at the county house. We keep no children at the poor- 
house ; if we cannot fiud places for them in families, we take 
them to the Orphan Asylum at Adrian ; we have two there 
now. 

Emmet — [The Deputy County Clerk wrote December 30th, 
1872, that they '^had no Superintendent for the last year, 
and no report to make."] 

Oenesee—Bj an addition to our poorhouse the past year at 
an expense of about thirty-five hundred dollars, we have ren- 
dered the "general condition** very good indeed, we think; 
the other buildings are in very fair condition ; the addition is 
of brick (as is the whole building), 34x60 feet ; kitchen, wash- 
room, woodhouse and bathing-room below ; bed and sitting- 
rooms above ; all rooms are large, comfortable and airy ; the 
male portion, are separated from the female ; the males being 
now accommodated in the new part. We have a large brick 
oven for baking. We have a bathing-room, but it is not yet 
completed, and have in consequence no more than the ordi- 
nary facilities for bathing. Warming of buildings, by stoves; 
wood is used wholly. We have in use eight stoves for warm- 
ing the buildings, besides one large kitchen stove and one, in 
wash^-room. Ventilation by windows and registers in the 
chimneys, as near the floor as they could be put in; by 
opening windows at the top and having registers at bottom 
we get a very good ventilation. We think very little venti- 
lation can be had except by means of heated air to carry off 
the poisonous gases which always settle down. Very much 
depends oa good ventilation. We think the treatment of 
the paupers is kind and humane, at least as much so as 
can be; no corporal punishment allowed, and scarcely 
any punishment is needed when kind treatment is inva- 
riably practiced. Food, wheat and corn bread, pork, beef, 
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mutton, all kinds of vegetables, beef or bean sonp three or four 
times a week ; three meals a day in suintner for all ; milk with 
wheat or corn bread and Indian meal pudding for supper for 
those who wish ; plenty of butter and molasses, tea or coffee 
twice a day. Clothing, good strong cotton in summer and 
woolen in winter, with undershirts and drawers for the aged 
and in6rm, and warm clothing f )r all in winter, and comfort- 
able, in summer. Care of the sick as good as can be under the 
circumstances ; attended by the overseer and wife and by our 
county physician; we have plenty of well arranged rooms for 
the accommodation of the sick and infirm, but not rooms 
specially for that purpose ; they have the best of care and 
attention. We have no special accommodations for the insane 
and idiotic, but plenty of room ; one room in the new addi- 
tion was designed for the insane, but being on the upper floor 
its use is deemed impracticable, and we have now only the 
ordinary accommodations; we have no cases requiring special 
treatment or accommodations at present. Children attend a 
district school, kept in a school-house on the farm, about forty 
rods from the poorhouse, winter and summer, generally taught 
by a good competent teacher; they also attend a Sabbath 
school at the same place. This report should have been made 
sooner, but we have waited for the annual meeting of the 
board of supervisors to obtain information necessary to make 
it as complete as we could. 

The amount stated here as paid for erection of new building, 
in the first place, only includes what has been paid this year; 
and lastly, what the whole, cost. 

Orand Traverse — General condition of the poorhouse and 
other buildings : A small country farm-house in comfortable 
condition. Facilities for bathing, such as are usually found in 
farm-houses. Warmrtig of buildings, by wood-stoves. Ventila- 
tion, by doors and windows. Treatment of paupers : A kind 
keeper and humane treatment. Plenty of good healthy food 
three times each day. Clothing, neat, comfortable and enough. 
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The Bick hare kind care aad a physician when necessary. No 
insane or idiotic to be treated. Education of the children : 
No children in the poorhouse loDg enough for this. 

Oratiot — ^The poorhouse is a frame or wooden buQding, in 
good repair, with ten rooms ; bam and other bnildinglB in good 
condition. Facilities for bathing somewhat limited ; paupers 
are required to bathe in their rooms, in tubs proTided by 
keeper. Warming of buildings by common stores, of which 
there are three ; wood used for fueL Ventilation by doors and 
windows. Paupers are well and kindly treated. Food con- 
sists of bread, butter, meat, potatoes and yegetables of various 
kinds, also tea, co£fee, cakes and pies ; meals three times per 
day. Clothing good and warm ; mostly woolen, kept clean 
and whole. The sick are cared for better than the average of 
the public ; medical attendance provided by the keeper, as per 
contract; See miscellaneous remarks. No special accom- 
modations for the insane and idiotic, except a large enclosed 
yard for air and exercise. No children to educate this year; 
we send to district school when we have any. 

We let the poor farm and the keeping of the paupers to D. F. 
Muscott for eleven hundred dollars per year and the products 
of the farm, when the number of paupers does not exceed 
teii ; for each one over ten $1.60 per week extra, deducting 
$1.50 per week for each one less than ten, he furnishing food, 
clothing and medical attendance. 

Hillsdale. — We have a good and convenient house for the 
keeper, the children and female paupers ; the men occupy a 
small house; we are just completing a very good one six rods 
from the keepers ; we find it best to keep the men and women 
separate, except that they all eat together. For bathing, there 
is a general wash-room in the women's house; in the new 
men's house there are two regular bathhig-rooms. Warming 
of buildings, by stoves and dummies ; almost every room is 
warmed. For ventilation we raise or lower the windows 
The paupers are all treated kindly ; no corporal punishment 
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allowed ; for bad conduct they are confined in good comfort- 
able cells, sometimes on bread and water, which is seldom 
necessary. We raise all kinds of grain, vegetables, meat, fruit, 
etc., raised by the best farmers ; the people have as good 
as grows and all they want They are kept warmly and com- 
fortably clothed. The sick have regular medical attendance ; 
some one or more of the best are detailed as nurses, and if 
very sick, the keeper attends to them ; they have such food as 
the physician prescribes. Accommodations for the insane and 
idiotic and their treatment: Good airy cells, well warmed in 
cold weather, if necessary to be confined ; most, go about as 
they please and work a good deal. The children are sent to a 
district school if old enough and bright enough. We have a 
good farm of two hundred acres, one hundred and fifty 
improved, large orchard of a^U fruits, and live pretty well on 
our own account. 

Houghton — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings, good ; poorhouse kept clean and warm. Facilities 
for bathing, wash tubs ; inmates are required to wash each 
morning, and bathe at least once each week. Warming of 
buildings by stoves burning wood, and drums, connected with 
pipe, in second story. Ventilation by tin ventilators in the 
windows. Treatment of paupers, kind but firm, with printed 
notices of the rules of the house, and punishment, when 
deemed at all necessary, by the keeper or superintendent 
Food, bread, meat and vegetables ; tea twice each day ; three 
meals per day. Clothing plain and in sufficient quantities to 
keep from cold or inclement weather. For the care of the 
sick we have a hospital under the charge of a county physician. 
Accommodations for the insane and idiotic and their treat- 
ment, none, but are much needed. School for the children 
during four months of winter. 

Huron — ^We have no poorhouse. 

Ingham — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings: Clean, relatively; the first impression of intelli- 
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gent obeerrers would be, so far as the *^ males' house'' is oou- 
cerned^ that the parties who designed and built it had just 
emerged from caves, holes in the ground or bark huts, upon 
which it is a slight improyement Facilities for bathing, 
none except basins, pails or tubs. Warming of buildings by 
stoyes. Ventilation, by doors and windows, if any. Treatment 
of paupers, humane, good except so far as decent buildings and 
facilities for cleanliness are concerned. Food, good and whole- 
some ; we put down about 6,500 pounds of pork and 3,500 
pounds of beef, and use fish, etc., annually. We also raise 
plenty of wheat and corn. Clothing, woolen, in winter, and 
cotton and woolen, in summer. The sick have a good physi* 
cian and fair care. Accommodations for the insane and 
idiotic, poor; treatment good. Education of the children: Sir 
months schooling ; school-house sixty rods distant from build- 
ings. Miscellaneous remarks: ^^ Least said soonest mended," 
but if the State or the Lord would swell the heads of some of 
our Supervisors and Superintendents large enough to hold a 
good-fiized idea, we might hope in the future to have respect- 
able buildings and accommodations. 

Ionia— Our poorhouse is a' new brick building, not yet 
finished ; was built ]a.st year, and as far as finished cost about 
$11,000; our bam is in good condition. Facilities for bathing, 
none; house not finished. Warming of buildings by furnace 
and stoves. The Buttan system of ventilation. Paupers are 
humanely treated ; food, plain but wholesome, such as wheat 
bread, butter, milk, pork, beef and mutton ; sometimes cakes 
and pies; tea morning and evening; some corn meal is used 
in the family. Plain but comfortable clothing. When it is 
necessary the sick are under the care of a good and humane 
physician ; we have a male nurse to take care of the male sick; 
the matron, with the assistance of female paupers, takes care 
of the female sick ; they are usually kept in a room by them- 
selves. For the insane idiotic we have three cells, warmed 
and lighted by a stove and window in a hall adjoining the 
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cells ; the idiotic are not so foolish bat that they have their 
liberty, and can take care of themselves with some looking 
after. The children are sent to the district school. 

Some of the answers are only approximately correct, as we 
kept but one set of accounts, — such as was chargeable to the 
poor fund. Circumstances beyond our control prevented 
making our report on the day required by law. 

Iosco — In October last our poorhouse was destroyed by fire 
from the woods, and we have since had to occupy a small log 
building on the farm, with temporary additions ] a new and 
very commodious frame building, 24x36 feet, two stories 
high, with addition 12x;^0 feet, is now under contract and 
being built. Ordinary farm facilities for bathing. Building 
well warmed with two stoves. Log buildings generally have 
the only perfect system of ventilation. Treatment of paupers 
fair. Food, bread, salt meat, potatoes, vegetables, tea, sugar 
and butter. They are well clothed. The care of the sick is 
fair. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic, and their 
treatment, none whatever. No provision made for education 
of children ; no school within reasonable distance of poor- 
house. 

Isdbelh — New house 18x28 and an old log house ; a good 
barn 36x46 feet. Facilities for bathing, none. Warming of 
buildings by stoves. The paupers are well treated. Food, 
good wholesome farmers fare, — beef, pork, potatoes, beans, tea 
and sngar. Good comfortable clothing. The sick are taken 
proper care of and furnished the best medical attendance that 
the county affords. Accommodations for the insane and 
idiotic, and their treatment, a small log building with bed and 
stove. The children are sent to the district school, which is 
only across the road from the farm. 

Jackson — The county house is an old low brick building, 
with a new wood addition for the use of the insane, and a 
small detached stone building for the special use of male pau- 
pers ; as a whole they are very inconvenient, but now in good 



48 ABSTRACT OP THE AlfXUAI/ BEPOBTS OF 

repair. The facilities for bathing are two bath-rooms, qaite 
conyenient. The baildings are warmed by stoves in different 
rooms. No means of ventilation except by the windows and 
doors; the cells for the insane have ventilators over each 
door into the hall. The panpers are well treated, and have 
plenty of wholesome food. They are provided with good bread 
and bntter, salt fish and meat; tea and coffee twice a day; 
milk and vegetables. They are kept comfortably clad. The 
sick receive proper treatment and a physician is employed by 
the year. Accommodations for insane not very good; most of 
them are sent to Kalamazoo. The children attend the district 
school of the neighborhood from three to six months dnring 
the year. 

Kalamazoo — The poorhonse was bnilt for another pnrpose, 
and is now old and not as well adapted to its present nse as we 
conld wish ; have however sufficient room for keeper's family 
and pauper inmates. By the addition of a furnace in the pan- 
per department within the past year, we are able to make the 
inmates much more comfortable in cold weather; have a new, 
first class bank barn 35x50 ; the other barns and ont-bnildings 
are in good condition ; have no facilities for bathing of modem 
introduction ; paupers are required to wash themselves, or, if 
demented or otherwise incompetent, are washed as often as 
may be necessary to keep them decent and in a healthy condi- 
tion. There is no ventilation other than that afforded by 
doors and windows ; the rooms where unsafe insane panpers 
are kept have grated doors and windows for ventilation and 
security. Paupers receive no punishment other than confine- 
ment in cell or room for violation of rules or, disorderly con- 
duct ; the women have a separate room from the men for gen- 
eral use or occupancy, aside from the cooking department; 
we aim to have our paupers treated kindly, and make them 
feel that we take an interest in their welfare ; the idiotic and 
insane are restrained of their liberty only so far as is required 
for safety. We furnish bread, meat and vegetables of best 
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quality three times a day without stint ; tea or coffee once a 
day to adults, and to the old and iufiriu three times a day, if 
they desire it; we generally have some women competent to 
do the cooking for the paupers under the supervision of the 
keeper's wife. Clothing for the women and children is made 
in the house; men are supplied with warm, comfortable, 
woolen ready-made clothing for winter wear, and cotton goods 
for summer. The sick have medical treatment by a regular 
physician who is paid a salary of $1:^5 per annum; lives 
within a mile and a half of the poorhouse ; we are satisfied the 
sick have good nursing and are made as comfortable a^ their 
condition will allow. We indenture children in good families 
as opportunities present, and for girls always have applications 
on file in advance of the supply; send children of suitable age 
to a district school a mile and a quarter from the poorhouse. 

Kalkaska. — No poorhouse or farm. 

Kent — The general condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings is first-rate; our buildings are all well painted in 
and outside, and are in good repair. Facilities for bathing, 
none, other than wash-tubs, and they are well used. Warming 
of buildings by common stoves. Ventilation is good by let- 
ting down window sash, and transoms over all the doors. 
Treatment of paupers is good, no harsh punishment being 
required. Their food consists of wheat and corn bread, salt 
and fresh pork, salt and fresh beef, salt fish, potatoes, onions, 
beans and all other vegetables in their season ; also a free use of 
pickles is allowed. Clothing of the most substantial kind. 
The care of the sick is very good. We have erected a building 
entirely clear, by at least two hundred feet, from the main 
buildings, for the use of our idiots, and it is in every way a 
success, — ^warm, dry, and well ventilated ; our insane are kept 
in the main buildings, where we have ample place and means 
of taking care of them. We have six children at the orphan 
asylum in Adrian, for whom our county has paid $252 60 dur- 

7 
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ing the past year ; have do children at the poorhouse who can 
be educated. 

Keweenaw — No poorhouse or farm. 

Lake — No poorhouse [or farm] ; one insane, at Asylum. 

Lapeer — The greater portion of our poorhouse has been torn 
away and replaced by a new building this past summer ; the 
remaining part is being repaired, and will soon be completed ; 
it will then, with all the other buildings, average good. Facil- 
ities for bathing, limited. The building is warmed by stoves 
and drums. Ventilation is had by doors and windows, assis- 
ted by air flues in chimneys constructed for that purpose. 
Treatment of paupers kind and indulgent as can be, consistent 
with good order. The kinds of food used have been wheat 
bread, beef, pork, fish, fowls, butter, milk, tea, coffee, sugar 
and vegetables of all kinds usually raised upon a farm ; meals 
taken three times a day. Clothing good and comfortable; both 
woolen and cotten used according to the condition and wants 
of the person. The care of the sick is good ; have a physician 
when necessary. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic 
are not good at present, but our means in this respect will 
soon be improved, as we have a separate building in process of 
construction and nearly completed, for the benefit of this class. 
The children have been taught by a female teacher in an 
apartment in the poorhouse, for about three months. 

The questions as to amounts expended for maintenance of 
the poorhouse, and for temporary relief of persons outside of 
poorhouse, cannot be answered with exact accuracy, as these 
accounts have not been kept separate during the year just 
closed. 

Leelanaw — We have no poorhouse [or farm] in this county. 

Lenawee — The condition of the building is good. The water 
used for bathing in cold weather is heated by steam. The 
buildings are heated by steam, by pipes passing through all the 
rooms. Ventilation by flues in the wall and by windows. 
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Treatment of paupers^ kind and humane. Food, plain and sub- 
stantial farmers' fare. Clothing, comfortable in all seasons, but 
plain. Care of the sick, good and careful. Insane and idiotic, 
confined in cells, when compelled so to do. Education of chil- 
dren at the Orphan Asylum. 

We believe no county in the State has more generously pro- 
vided for the poor than Lenawee county. 

Livingston — The dwelling which was on the farm when 
purchased by the county is wood; getting to be somewhat 
dilapidated and needs some repair, but in very good condition ; 
out-buildings in very good condition ; our new building /very 
neat and in excellent condition. Facilities for bathing, ordi- 
nary tubs and wash-bowls. Warming of buildings, by stoves. 
Ventilation, by windows and doors. Treatment of paupers, 
gentle; no corporal punishment allowed; required to labor 
when condition admits. Food, wheat bread, corn meal, when 
thought proper, pork, beef, mutton, vegetables of all kinds ; 
coffee once a day, tea the same, butter, etc. Clothing, warm, 
comfortable woolen and cotton goods of substantial quality. 
The sick have medical treatment with good nursing; good 
beds and bedding. Accommodations for the ingane and 
idiotic, wood ; cells with open blinds inside, open partition ; 
an outside yard 40x60. Children attend a district school 
three-fourths of a mile distant. 

We have to regret that our insane who have not been pro- 
nounced incurable, cannot be properly cared for with us, but 
we are in hopes soon to hear of the completion of the new 
building at Kalamazoo. 

Mackinac. — As there is no poorhouse [or farm] in this county, 
the poor have to be supported in private houses, at the rate of 
from six to eight dollars per month; four in number at 
these rates ; the remaining twenty-three get temporary relief 
through the winter ; all of the twenty-three are supposed to 
have families ; some get wood, some clothing, and all get some 
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support throngh the winter, as the case may be. There is 
only one superintendent of the poor in the county. 

Macomb. — The general condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings, good. Facilities for bathing, none. Warming of 
buildings, by stoves. Ventilation by doors and windows- 
Treatment of paupers good. Food, wheat bread, pork, beef, 
fish and all kinds of yege tables, fruit, etc. ; warm meals 
three times a day for eight months in the year, the balance of 
the time twice a day; milk when preferred, coffee, tea and 
tobacco. Clothing good ; heavy plain cotton, generally, in 
winter, and in summer, of the lighter kinds ; some of the older 
ones are provided with woolen under-clothing when required ; 
boots, shoes, socks and mittens. Care of the sick: Good phy- 
sician hired by the year and paid by the visit ; cared for in 
separate building when ill. The insane and idiotic are kept in 
separate buildings ; a competent person detailed to attend to 
their wants ; food same as other inmates ; they are also pro- 
vided with suitable yard in pleasant weather. Education of 
children in district schools. 

Cause of delay of report: We cannot report until the 
October session of the board of supervisors which is now in 
session. 

Manistee. — General condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings, new, good, neat, tidy, and wholesome. Facilities 
for bathing, bath-tub. Warming of buildings by stoves. 
Ventilation by registers. Treatment of paupers : When the 
pauper is received in the house, he is bathed, properly clothed, 
and furnished wholesome food, with exercise at work on the 
farm. Food: Omnivorous diet. Miscellaneous clothing. Care 
of the sick: County physicians hired by the year, and the 
keeper of the county-house is under tteir charge. The insane 
and idiotic have a separate building from the county-house; 
no specific treatment. Education of the children, — district 
school. 
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Manitou — [No superintendents of the poor.] 
Marquette — The poorhouse is a two-story frame, with 
dining-room, kitchen, store-room, living and sleeping room 
for keeper on first floor, with seven sleeping rooms on second 
floor for the inmates; there is an "L" with two rooms; 
voodshed and outhouses ; the buildings are old and sadly out 4 
of repair ; there is also a good stable on the grounds 20 x 
30 feet ; the outhouses were n^w this year, and are in good 
order. A bath-tub has been added to the furniture of the 
house this year, and all inmates are required to wash or be 
washed when flrst admitted, and are afterwards kept clean. 
Wood stoves are used, of which there are four, besides the 
cook-stove, with drums in the chambers. The buildings are 
most thoroughly ventilated through the aid of the doors and 
windows. As to treatment, the inmates are not classified, but 
are allowed to mingle together freely through the day, the 
dining-room having to be used also as the public sitting-room 
of the house. Plain, but substantial, food is prepared for the 
table, of fresh and salt meats, vegetables, fish, mush, bread, 
milk, with tea and coflEee; three meals are furnished daily. 
** Ready-made " clothing is purchased for such as need it, 
which they are allowed to take with them when dismissed ; 
there is no house uniform. The most of tli^ inmates were 
invalids, who were well cared for ; forty-two out of the fifty- 
cix inmates, admitted from disease, seven of whom died ; 
there was one birth in the house this year, the mother having 
been deserted by her husband. We have two large cells or 
rooms 8 X 10 feet, with windows and stoves in the " L,*' where 
the violent insane are confined, of whom we have had four 
this year ; but as soon as they can ^e trusted, they are allowed 
to go about the house and grounds with an attendant; they 
have all recovered. 

There is a public school near the county-house, and the 
only child we now have attends that. 
The 11,200 paid to superintendents of the poor, and 
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$600 paid for medical attendance, was drawn from the 
general fond, and does not appear in the total paid from poor- 
fund. 

Mason — [Has a farm, but no poorhouse.] 

Mecosta — The general condition of the poorhouse and other 
buildings is good. Facilities for bathihg, none. Warming of 
buildings, by stoves. Ventilation, nothing but windows. 
Treatment of paupers, good ; no complaints. Food is adapted 
to the condition of the pauper ; it is usually such as is used 
by farmers. We clothe them as their needs demand, and accord- 
ing to the season of the year; but we use principally flannel. 
Care of the sick : We find this one of the most difficult mat- 
ters ; some are sick from the excessive use of ardent spirits, 
others from venereal diseases ; these are approached by the 
attendant with great reluctance; it is necessary to use carbolic 
acid at times; we treat them as well as we can, but whisky 
and licentiousness are filling our prisons and poorhouses to 
overflowing. We have no children ; could find good homes for 
some; have had several applications. We give the keeper the 
use of the farm, and he keeps the paupers for $3.00 per week. 

Menominee — No poorhouse ; have bought one hundred and 
twenty acres for poorfarm, on time, but have put no improve- 
ment's on it. The number temporarily relieved is fifty-five, 
which includes families of two or more. 

Midland — Poorhouse and other buildings in good condition ; 
nearly new. Facilities for bathing, limited to tubs and basins. 
Warming of buildings, by stoves. Ventilation, good. Paupers 
well treated. Have plenty of plain food. Good woolen clothing 
for winter. The sick are well cared for ; not much sickness at 
poorhouse. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic, and 
their treatment, very limited or poor; insane are cared for by 
overseer of farm. The children are sent to district school 
within one mile distance. Barns, fences, and crops all burned 
last fall during the great fires; barns and fences have been 
- rebuilt. 
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Missaukee — We have had no poor yet, and no farm or poor- 
house. 

Monroe — The county poorhouse is a wooden building with 
two wings ; the main building, two stories ; used by the keeper ; 
the wings are a story and a half; one is used for cooking, and 
dining-room, also for sitting and sleeping rooms for the 
females ; the other for sitting and sleeping rooms for the males ; 
one barn 40x65, 19 feet posts; one used for stabling cattle, 
one carriage and stable barn, one 24 x 30 used for storing 
wheat, corn, oats and tools; wood-house and smoke-house; 
all the aforesaid barns arjB in good repair; two old bams used 
for storing hay. No facilities for bathing except tubs ; we 
have plenty of water ; all are required to bathe once a week 
and oftener if necessary. Stoves are used for warming, with 
pipes running through the hall above, which makes the rooms 
warm and comfortable. Ventilation, by windows and doors. 
Treatment of paupers : When a person is received he is washed, 
when very filthy his clothes are burned; their rooms are 
washed twice a week and oftener when necessary ; kind and 
humane treatment; no corporal punishment allowed; all 
who are able, do light work. Pood, wheat and corn bread, 
mush and milk, salt pork and beef, salt fish ; fresh meat most 
of the time in cold weather; soup, beans, vegetables of the 
season, tea and coffee, apples ; cakes and pies once a week; the 
food is well prepared and served three times a day in summer, 
and twice a day with lunch in winter. Clothing, for men, Ken- 
tucky jeans in warm weather, strong woolen goods for winter, 
witli woolen underclothing ; woolen socks, and boots for those 
who work ; females are furnished with denims and prints, with 
warm underclothing made in the house. We have a good 
physician, who is paid by the visit ; the sick are put under his 
charge, and are nursed as well as circumstances will permit ; 
they are treated in their rooms, and furnished such food as 
the physician directs. We have no separate apartments for 
the insane; those we have at present are able to do light 
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work ; we have rooms with grated doors, where we can lock 
them in when necessary; the idiotic are able, with a little 
attention, to wait upon themselves and do light work. There 
is a good common school within one-half mile of the poor- 
houso, where the children are sent ; two children have been 
indentured to good families. We have received from produce 
sold from the farm $951.67, deducted from $2,638.35, leaves 
$1,686.68 expense of maintaining the poor at the county 
house; the grain and food for the house are raised on the 
farm, and we have no means of ascertaining the amount con- 
sumed of each. 

Montcalm — Poorhouse and other buildings, new and in 
splendid condition. Facilities for bathing, good, — a nice stream 
of soft water running across the farm. Buildings arranged m 
as to warm nicely by stoves and drums. Ventilation, good, — by 
windows arranged to let down from the top and raise from the 
bottom. Treatment of paupers is good ; good beds and rooms; 
well fed, and all kept clean ; good wholesome food ; bread and 
butter, pork, beef and potatoes, and plenty of vegetables, tea 
or eoffee twice per day, and tea or coffee, bread and butter ; 
cake and pie once, for supper, except Sundays, and then two 
meals and a lunch. Well clad, with cotton for summer, and 
flannel for winter, and well shod. Care of the sick is good, and 
a good physician employed by the year to attend them, and 
4inder bonds to give them all necessary attention. Accommo- 
tdations for the insane and idiotic and their treatment are 
(good; we have prepared two rooms expressly for them in our 
4iew building ; education of the children in a good district 
dschool half a mile from the poorhouse ; they are kept in school 
i9ammer and winter. 

Muskegon* — House in fair repair, but a coarsely built struc- 
ture; barn commodious, nearly new; no other permanent 
buildings. No special bathing apparatus other than ordinary 
household utensils. Warming of buildings, by stoves; fuel, 
wood. No special ventilating appliances. The superintend- 
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cuts believe that the inmates of the poorhoiise have in all 
instances been humanely treated by the keeper in charge, and 
his family and assistants. For food, the usual farm supply of 
staple provisions, as well as frequent supplies of fresh meats, 
also an assortment of articles of light diet supplied and dis- 
pensed, as deemed to be necessary. Cheap durable comfort- 
able clothing supplied as needed. The sick are cared for and 
nursed by the keeper and his wife, and attendance of physician 
had, as often as deemed necessary for the well being of the 
paupers. No special provision for the insane and idiotic ; not 
usual to keep insane persons ; had one a few days only ; also 
one imbecile boy, set down in the report as idiotic, who is pos- 
sessed of suflBcient faculty to be treated comfortably as a 
member of the family at large without other and specific 
arrangements. Children of suitable age have attended district 
school in the vicinitv; all inmates of this class have been 
temporary, none remaining more than a few weeks, except the 
above stated imbecile; eflForts made by the matron to teach 
him without success ; his mind of too low an order. 

Our beneficiaries, in poorhouse, and out, are nearly all tem- 
porary cases ; our chief expense is for cases of injury or acute 
iickness, arising mostly among foreign emigrants lately arrived 
and not long enough heire to have " saved up " provision for 
sickness, and the improvident class usually found about sea- 
port, and thoroughfare towns. 

Newaygo — No poor farm. The poorhouse is a small, com- 
fortable shanty, in good repair. Facilities for bathing, none. 
Building warmed by a stove. Ventilation, good. Treatment 
of paupers is kind. We have but two permanent paupers, and 
they keep house in a small building belonging to the county. 
Food consists of flour, pork, etc. Clothing, good. The sick 
are well cared for. Accommodations for insane and idiotic, not 
any; send to Kalamazoo. Children are educated at union 
school. 

Oakland — Poorhouse and other buildings in good repair, 
8 
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and the bams and other ont-bnildings well planned and con- 
venient. Facilities for bathing, none. Warming of buildings : 
Attempted to be warmed by furnaces, but not successfully yet, 
and stoves are also used. Ventilation : Plenty for health, and 
too much for comfort. Paupers are required to work when 
able. Food, substantial, plain and plenty, alternating various 
meats and fish, salt and fresh, together with bread, vegetables, 
fruit in season, and milk, with soup once or twice each week. 
Clothing, part manufactured in the house, and part purchased 
ready made. The sick are cared for as directed by the physi- 
cian in charge. The treatment of the insane and idiotic as 
good as we can give without any reasonable facilities for 
taking care of them. Children are seldom in the county 
house but a few days, and while there, if of suitable age., 
attend the primary school of the district. 

We have an excellent farm, well fenced, drained, and culti- 
vated, with buildings in good order ; but the house is much too 
large for our wants, — very expensive to keep and keep in repair, ^ 
and apparently designed and built to see how inconvenient 
and ill adapted for its purpose such an institution could be 
made. 

Oceana — General condition of the poorhouse, and other 
buildings, good for a new county. Facilities for bathing, none. 
Buildings warmed by stoves. ]N"o ventilation except by doors 
and windows. Treatment of paupers, good. Food consists of 
meat and potatoes, mush and milk, bread and butter, tea, — ^gen- 
eral farmers' fare. Are well supplied with clothing. Care of 
the sick, good. Accommodations for the insane and idiotic, 
none. We are about erecting a building for their accommoda- 
tion. Children can attend the district school. 

Ontonagon, — [No poorhouse.] Matters pertaining to county 
superintendents of poor in this county have not heretofore 
been properly organized. I presume the present board will 
regulate these things according to law. 

Osceola. — ]N"o poorhouse or farm. Treatment of paupers; 
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The sick and maimed that have not homes are found places by 
the week, and are well cared for, and the same with orphan 
children until people can be found to take them. In addition to 
the above, the Firp Relief Committee sent to the clerk of this 
county, (John A. Gamage) a large quantity of provisions, bed- 
ding and clothing, to be distributed in this and adjoining 
counties ; the destitute of this county got a large share, which 
saved county expense. 

The past year was an uncommonly destitute one ; this 
year looks more favorable, for the most of the pioneer farmers 
have raised enough to bread them. 

Ottaiua — The general condition of the poorhouse and 
buildings is good ; we intend to keep everything in good re- 
pair, i. e.y make all repairs as fast as needed. We have pur- 
chased one bath tub during the year; shall purchase one 
or two more the coming year. Buildings are warmed by 
one wood furnace situated in the basement of the upright 
part; this warms the keeper's and women's part of the 
house; the men's and insane apartments are warmed by 
two large stoves with drums; one cook stove for the keepers, 
one cook stove for the paupers, and one stove in wash room. 



Fifteen sleeping rooms have ventilation in or above the doors, 
besides outside windows ; the balance of the rooms have out- 
side windows. The general treatment of the paupers is good ; 
we believe that a pauper is a human being and should be 
treated as such ; we believe in making them comfortable in 
every respect so far as we can. We furnish every variety of 
food usually raised on a farm ; also sugar, molasses, tea, coffee, 
etc.; we furnish three meals each day except Sundays, then 
two ; we furnish pork, beef and mutton for meats ; we use first 
quality winter wheat flour for bread; milk and butter plenty. 
The men are furnished with woolen underclothing, and with 
overalls and jackets outside, and with boots and shoes, socks, 
etc; the women with cotton or woolen flannel underwear, 
denims and calico dresses, stockings and shoes. The children,. 
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when we have any to attend school, are clothed as respectably 
as any that attend the school. We hire a physician whenever 
necessary; the keeper and wife do all the nursing; the sick 
have separate rooms and usually recover in a short time ; we 
have had only one death in the past year. We have made 
some improvements in the building for the insane the past 
year ; we have only two insane that we keep confined, and they 
only a part of the time ; we would not recommend those con- 
templating building insane asylums to pattern after our accom- 
modations. We have no idiots, and therefore cannot treat 
them, even to a glass of beer. We have no children at present 
of sufficient age to send to school ; we have always sent to the 
district school. 

We have one Superintendent of the Poor who has had the 
care of the poor for the past eleven years. 

Presque Isle. — ^No poorhouse [or farm]. 

Saginaw, — The general condition of the poorhouse is good; 
the building is so constructed as to be well adapted for ven- 
tilation ; the windows are large and the rooms are large and 
kept very neat and clean; the bedrooms arc all up stairs ; the 
men sleep at one end, the women at the other end of the 
building; we have built the past season a brick bake house, 
ashery, etc., 24x16. During the past summer we have con- 
structed a bath room, with a large tub ; when a person arrives 
ho is well scrubbed and his clothes changed; we require 
the keeper to see that all the inmates are kept clean. The 
buildings are warmed by large stoves below and above, and 
proper care taken for the prevention of fires. Buildings are 
ventilated by means of the windows, doors, and chimneys, 
which is suflBcient. Treatment of paupers is good. Their 
food is bread, meat, potatoes and other vegetables, and such 
other food as is generally used among farmers ; they get their 
meals three times a day, well prepared. Clothing is comfort- 
able; woolen shirts and drawers for winter and light clothing 
for summer; the outward apparel, — ^pants, coats, vests, «t«., we 
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buy ready made, of good material ; the women are also well 
clothed. The care of the sick is excellent ; we have a county 
physician employed by us, who visits the house as often as he 
thinks necessary, and is paid so much for each visit; we had 
the small-pox last winter; out of twelve cases only one death. 
We are sorry to say that the accommodation for the insane is 
not as good as it ought to be ; we do the very best we can, but 
the State ought to take care of all those afBiicted persons; 
the Idiotic are kindly treated. When we have children that 
are able to attend school, we send them to the district school 
about a mile distant from the farm. 

Sanilac — The buildings consist of one two-story brick 
building 32x40 feet with stone basement; one frame house 
18x26 feet, one-half story high, for keeper and family; one 
frame building 16x24 feet, one story high, with four small 
rooms, with hall, for the worst cases of insane ; two frame 
barns and some sheds. Facilities for bathing, such as farmers 
generally have — tubs, dishes, and water. Buildings are warmed 
by means of stoves, with pipes running through the rooms ; 
we burn wood. Ventilation is by doors and windows — win- 
dows in every room. Paupers are kindly treated, and we 
are seldom obliged to use any means of correction, and then, 
generally, by locking them up. The food is prepared in the 
ordinary way, as farmers generally do, over a cook stove; 
three meals a day, consisting of wheat and corn bread, pota- 
toes, pork, beef, mutton, butter, milk, tea, coffee, sugar, apples, 
vegetables, etc., and occasionally cakes and pies; we intend 
they shall live equal with the common farmer. Clothing is 
coai'se, strong, durable and comfortable, made of cotton and 

a 

wool, and according to the patient and time of year, so that all 
are clad comfortably all times a year. The sick are kindly 
cared for, and doctors called when deemed necessary ; and any 
little notion the patients crave they are indulged in. Accom- 
modations and treatment of insane and idiotic: we have 
small rooms to lock them in when unsafe to let them have 
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their liberty; gavern with kindness, sometimes have to lock 
them up, and seldom have to resort to any other means to 
control them. We have no children in poorhonse. Oat of 
the number in the poorhouse seven are subject to fits and 
insane, and some of them never in their right mind. There 
have been four deaths in poorhouse within the last year. 

Schoolcraft — There is no county poorhonse or farm. This 
report is made out and signed November 9th, but it coyers 
expenses only to September 30th. 

Shiawassee — General condition of poorhouse and other 
buildings is very good. Facilities for bathing, none, except 
water and buckets. Buildings warmed by stoves ; fuel, wood. 
Ventilation by doors and windows. Treatment of paupera as 
good as can be under the circumstances. Good substantial 
food, — wheat bread, meat, butjier and vegetables, well prepared 
and regularly served. Meals three times a day. Good com- 
fortable clothing is furnished. Care of the sick is excellent. 
No special arrangements for the accommodation and treat- 
ment of the insane and idiotic, except to assign comfortable 
rooms, and confinement therein when troublesome. The 
children have the benefit of a good district school a half mile 
distant ; all are furnished with books and sent to school that 
are of proper age and capable of receiving instruction. 

St Clair — The buildings are in tolerably good repair, and 
considered comfortable for present purposes. The county has 
had no poorhouse for a number of years, but have hired the 
paupers kept and boarded until the 3d of June last, when they 
were removed to a farm purchased by the county last Novem- 
ber, on which are buildings used for a poorhonse, with the 
expectation that new buildings will be erected by the 
county, perhaps next season ; therefore, it is impossible for 
the superintendents to make a report to comply fnllj 
with the requirements of the blank. Facilities for bath- 
ing, none, mbre than ordinarily found in common res- 
idences; Pine river runs past the house, near by. Build- 
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ings wanned by stoves. No ventilation, more than in 
ordinary residences. Treatment of paupers is good and kind. 
Such food is provided as is ordinarily used in families, with 
tea, coffee, milk, butter, etc. Clothing is such as is appro- 
priate to the season of the year. Care of the sick, such as may 
be necessary for their comfort and recovery. There are no 
insane or idiotic who need special accommodations or peculiar 
treatment. There are no children in the poorhouse capable of 
being taught at present. 

St. Joseph — General condition of the buildings is good. 
!N^one but ordinary facilities for bathing; plenty of good 
water, and tubs, basins, etc. Buildings warmed by stoves. 
Ventilation, good. Treatment of paupers — we refer to the 
State inspector of poorhouses. Food, ordinary farmers' fare. 
Clothing, comfortable. Sick are well cared for. Accommoda- 
tions for the insane and idiotic and their treatment, none, 
more than the ordinary facilities afforded at farm houses. The 
children are educated at a district school. 

Tuscola — The poorhouse at present is very poor, but we 
have a good substantial brick building enclosed, and hope to 
get it completed soon. No facilities for bathing. Buildings 
warmed by common stoves. Ordinary way of ventilation, — by 
windows and doors. Treatment of paupers, good ; never better 
in any county. The food is wheat and corn bread, potatoes, 
and vegetables generally, pork, beef, butter and milk ; better 
than most farmers generally have. The clothing is woolen in 
winter, and cotton and woolen in summer. The sick have as 
good care as can be expected under the circumstances; the 
rooms are small and low\ Accommodations for the insane 
and idiotic, fair; treatment, good. The children are sent to a 
common school about three-quarters of a mile distant. We 
have one of the best keepers on the farm, we overbad; every- 
thing is done up in fine order and in season ; the paupers are 
well cared for by him, generally ; a better man for the position 
could not be obtained. 
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Van Buren — Buildings all wood; fair. No facilities for 
bathing. Buildings warmed by stoves. No ventilation. 
Treatment of paupers, good. Food, good. Clothing, com- 
fortable. Care of the sick, good. Accommodations for the 
insane and idiotic, nothing different from the others; treated 
kindly. The children are sent to a district school. 

Washtenaw — The general condition of the buildings is good, 
being principally new and in good repair. We have a bathing 
house on the premises, and all inmates are required to bathe 
as often as is thought necessary to keep them clean and 
healthy. The house is warmed by stoves, the fuel being 
wood ; the iusane asylum is heated by the Kuttan heater and 
ventilator, the fuel used being coal. The portion of the poor- 
house heated by stoves, is ventilated in the usual manner; but 
the insane department is ventilated by the Kuttan ventilator. 
Mild treatment of the paupers is required at all times; no 
harshness tolerated. Pork, potatoes, bread, fish, beans, with 
soup and vegetables alternating, with tea and coffee, compose 
the general diet. Good comfortable clothing to suit the sea- 
son of the year is sui^plied. We have a hospital in which all 
sick persons receive proper nursing and care. We have a 
good commodious building in which the insane and idiotic 
are kept, with large yards attached, for out-door exercise when -^ 
the weather will permit. We have no school, for the reason 
that we have no children of suitable age to educate. 

We are unable to give the amounts for the several items of 
food, clothing, hay and grain for stock, on the first page, they 
being all included in our item of "supplies." 

Waifne — The poorhouse is a large and commodious brick 
structure, not well adapted inside for the purposes intended; 
we are obliged to be making improvements constantly. Facil- 
ities for bathing, as stated in last year's report ; inferior in alms- 
house, although good as the asylum. Warming of buildings, 
very inferior, — ^by the common box stoves. Ventilation greatly 
needed; none except by doors and windows, although improv- 
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ing by every alteration. Paupers are kindly treated, — those 
who are able to do any work at all are required to work on the 
farm in summer, and sawing wood, etc., in winter. We have 
made no alteration in the kinds of food, nor the time for meals 
since last year's report; our little increase in number at the 
almshouse has made it necessary to use 379 barrels of best 
family flour during the past year. Clothing is comfortable and 
good; a pauper comes naked and filthy, we clean and clothe 
him ; shirts are made of good unbleached cotton cloth ; flannel 
underclothes for men and women if required. We have a resi- 
dent physician who sees that his sick patients are well cared 
for, and provided with necessary diet, etc. Accommodations 
for the insane and idiotic : The males and females are provided 
with large wards separated by the Keeper and Matron's depart- 
ment, — they being in the center of the building ; they are kindly 
cared for, and are well fed and clothed ; the very violent cases 
are confined occasionally in cells provided for that purpose ; 
no other punishment whatever is tolerated, and the kindness 
of our Keeper and Matron toward them is becoming quite 
proverbial. School is kept in the almshouse ; and children 
sent to us being so varied, they cannot obtain much informa- 
tion ; however, those that remain with us any length of time 
are benefited. 

In regard to the children at the almshouse, we hope 
ere long the State will soon be enabled to provide a home 
for the children of paupers, and not permit one to remain in 
an almshouse in any county in the State, to be contaminated 
by adult pauper influences. 

Wexford — [A farm, but no poorhouse.] 

In the foregoing schedule all the counties are represented.. 
While, as a rule, the statements in the reports are well worded 
and expressive, there appears in some a too frequent use of the 



NoTB.— The BtatementB are glTen in the language of the enperintendents, as a gene- 
ral rale. 
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word "good.*^ It is used to describe and explain everything, 
and when one gets through reading snch statements, very 
little more is known of the condition of the poorhonse, the 
facilities for bathing, warming and yentilation, the treatment, 
food and clothing of the paupers, the care of the sick, the 
accommodations for and treatment of the insane and idiotic, 
and the education of the children, than before. They need 
not be elaborate, but should show clearly and definitely just 
what arrangements the county has made /or, and the kind of 
treatment and care which are bestowed upon the unfortunate 
poor who have become a county charge. 
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SCHEDULE B. 

Shounng the Names of the Superintendents of the Poor for the Several 
dounties having Superintendents, as Signed OffldaUy to the Beport». 

Alcona — ^Geo. H. Blush, Colin Campbell, Perley Silyerthom. 

AUegan—C. W. Calkins, N. Jewett, Oka Town. 

Alpena — James A* Case, Wm. D. Hitchcock. 

Antrim — Geo. Rhodes, Geo. H. Lyon, S. B. Davis. 

Barrif—J. M. Nevins, Daniel B, Pratt, Gilbert Striker. 

Bay—^. B. Hart, D. Corbin. 

Benzie — S. E. Crandall, Wm. Steele, Albert Kent. 

fi^rr taTi— Silas Ireland, Wm. Chamberlain, A. E. Perkins. 

Branch — ^A. 8. Glessner, D. Corson. 

OaXhoun — Tolman W. Hall, Edwin H. Johnson, Augustus O. Hyde. 

Ciiw— D. M. Howell, W. W. Peck. 

C%<wfowM?*— H. B. Hipp. 

(Jhd>oygan--yf\X\iam Stewart, Sebastian Niepoth, E. A. Dodge. 

Chippewa — ^Augustine Gozer, M, W. Scranton, 

(jla^g—^, B, Barker, F. M. Hinds. 

CUnton — W. L. Wicks, Lynds S. Conn, James Eipp. 

2>rfto— Emil Glaser, D. C. Jleane. 

Eaton^T, D. Green, G. T. Rand. 

Oenesee—l, B. Covert, A. Withee, Wm. Blades. 

Grand Traverse— Thoa. T. Bates, L. S. Hoxsie, Thos. H. Clyde. 

Oratiot Wm. Marlow, A, W. Russell, G. W. Helt. 

EiUsdale— John W. Fally, Bani Bishop, Lewis Wales. 

Houg?Uon—Wm. H. Hendricks, Thos. D. Sneads, Wm. H. Childi. 

Huronr—C. B, Cottrell, C. F. Hazen. 

Ingham — J. I. Mead, J. M. Williams, Benjamin Leek. 

Ionia — Thomas Cornell, Sanford A. Yeomans. 

7o«»— Ward well Chase, Cornelius Dietz, Albert A. Gilbert. 

IsabeUa—F. C. Babbitt, Richard Hoag, Allen S. Fay. 

Jackson — D. D. Trumbull, F. G. Larzelere. 

Kalamazoo — J. T. Cobb, Thos. C. Brownell. 

Kalkaska — Lorenzo Evans, L. A. Haynes. 

Kent — ^William Geppig, Johh Steketee. 

Keweenaw — George Rice, Wm. B, Wright. 

Lake — ^Isaac W. Howe, Henry Saunders. 

Lapeer— Wm. W. Barber, Geo. E. Scott. 

Leelanaw— John Porter, Chas. W. Williams, William Voice. 

Lenawee— B.. S. Russell, Thos. F. Moore. 

/ 

/ 



68 COUNTY 8UP£BIirrBND£NT8 OF THE POOR. 

IMngaUmr^C. D. Van Winkle, Jos. Brown, D. Case. 

Mackinae*^yom\nick 3farra7. 

Maeamlh-IL. Fries, J. C. High. C. P. Hooker. 

Manistee— T. J. Ramsdell, Chas. Secor. 

Marq-ueUe—Qeo. J. Northrop, C. M. W. Earle, Edward C. Anthony^ 

Jfoowir— Merritt N. Chafey, Delos Holmes, T. H, Wright. 

Mecosta — ^Everett Dauglot, Alonzo Vangilder. 

Menominee — Miles Shepard, John Quimby. 

MicOdnd—Q, C. Carpenter, E. P. Jenings. 

Missaukee — Otto Hemeyer, Ira Van Meta. 

Monroe — Isaac Lewis, Lyman Hard, Franklin Moses. 

MonteaM — B. B. Crawford, R. C. Miller, Henry Berindy. 

Muskegon — Edward H. Wylie, Lafayette Knowles. 

Newaygo — J. C. Hubbard, L. E. Wright. 

Oakland^K, W. Hovey, J. W. Leonard. 

Oceana — E. D. Richmond, Orrin Deming. 

Ontonagon — John Chynoweth, Richard Moyle, James T. Bond. 

Osceola — Benjamin F. Gooch, Alex. McFarlane. 

Ottawa — Thomas HeflPeran, E. I. Avery. 

Presque Isle — Frank Sommer. 

Saginaw— H. Miller, Thos. L. Jackson, Thomas Owen. 

Sanilac — R. J. Amot, N. Cameron. 

Schoolcraft— FrsLuk H. Backes, James Pacrk. 

Shiawassee — Cortes Pond, A. B. Chipman, E. Cook. 

£^, Glair— JJriah Hayden, John Grinnell, Arnold Saph. 

St. Joseph— I>avid Knox, Phineas Farrand, Isaac Crosette. 

Tuscola — James D. Sutton, M. David Orr. 

Van Buren — A. Van Auken, W. W. Hodge. 

TF<wto7i«w— Edward Duffy, Parmenia Davis, BeiJ. W. Waite. 

Wayne— l^m. Dyson, B. Hodgkinson, Edmund Visger, 

Wexford — Solomon C Worth, John N. Hanna. 

The counties of Emmet and Manitou only are unrepresented 
in this schedule. They had no Superintendents of the Poor. 

The counties of Charlevoix and Mackinac had only one 
Superintendent, and the report from Presque Isle is signed by 

but one, without any statement as to whether there were more.. 

^g__. 

^Only one Saperlntendent in the Connty. ^ ^ 
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